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Verbal Ability Tests 
 

Exercise 1(A) 
 

Directions : For each question, select the word which is closest in meaning to the given word. 

 

1.  FACTOTUM :  (a) biography (b) newspaper (c) statistics (d) servant 

 

2.  ESPOUSE :   (a) intensify (b) advocate (c) describe (d) marry 

 

3.  BESIEGE : (a) describe (b) imprison (c) beleaguer  (d) enclose 

              

4.  GAWKY : (a) proud (b) awkward (c) greedy  (d) indisciplined 

              

5.  DEFUNCT :   (a) insolvent (b) defaulting (c) extinct  (d) discouraged 

 

Directions: For each question, select the word, which has a meaning most nearly opposite to that of 

the given word. 

 

6.  FURTIVE :    (a) abundant (b) explicit (c) prolonged (d) dormant 

 

7.  LANGUOR : (a) tiredness (b) bustle (c) ruin (d) delight  

 

8.  EQUIVOCAL:  (a) prosaic (b) unequal (c) precise (d)discontinuous  

 

9.  LUSTROUS :   (a) ascetic (b) celibate (c) shining (d) hazy 

 

10.  INVINCIBLE: (a) unexcitable  (b) vulnerable (c) dictatorial (d) cowardly  

 

Directions : For each question, choose the pair of words which have a relationship between 

themselves which is similar to the relationship between the given pair of word. 

 

11. FOOT : FINGERS 

  (a) bottom : top   (b) finger : thumb  

  (c) pedal : handicap  (d) pedicure : manicure 

 

12. NATURAL : SYNTHETIC 

  (a) hypothesis : conclusion  (b) cotton : wool  

  (c) fragrance : perfume  (d) honey : sugarcane 

 

13. MOVING : STATIC 

  (a) rain : cloud     (b) glacier : snow  

  (c) river : alluvium  (d)dynamics : electronics 

 

14. APIARY : BEES 

  (a) pen : sheep       (b) shed : cows  

  (c) sea : fish  (d) aviary : birds 

 

15. FAMILY : SPOUSE 

  (a) business : partner (b) army : major  

  (c) truth : witness    (d) home : lady 

Directions: Choose the pair of words which do not have the same relationship between themselves 

as the given pair of word. 

16.  RIGID : RESILIENT 

  (a) detached : indifferent (b) essential : redundant 

  (c) indolent : agile (d) candid : plain 
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17.  BANGLE : ADORNMENT 

  (a) medal : reward       (b) fine : punishment  

  (c) marks : examination  (d) shirt : raiment 

 

18.  RETINA : EYE 

  (a) drum : ear      (b) film : camera  

  (c) finger : palm  (d) tape : recorder 

 

19. EDIFICE : CONSTRUCTION 

  (a) sculpture : carving  (b) portrait : painting  

  (c) cartoon : outline (d) essay : writing 

 

20. TACTILE : TOUCH 

  (a) visionary : sight    (b) auditory : hearing  

  (c) gustatory : taste  (d) olfactory : scent 

 

Directions: Select the most appropriate words/phrases from among the choices to complete the 

most meaningful sentence in terms of idiom, and style. 

 

21. The Asian Games concluded with a colourful .............., in which, in addition to the athletes and 

players, a number of artists also participated. 

  (a) ovation (b) tablet (c) pageant (d) finale 

 

22. Being .............. with hygiene, she gets terribly annoyed at seeing the slightest speck on her 

crockery. 

  (a) obsessed  (b) particular (c) infatuated (d) convinced 

 

23.  There is no point in ........... over spilt milk; we should now think of what is to be done next. 

  (a) wasting (b) lauding (c) crying (d) elating 

 

24.  The old part of the city is a virtual ................; unless you know the way or have a guide, you 

are likely to get lost. 

  (a) forest (b) labyrinth (c) fortress (d) confusion 

 

25.  ............... at a young age can result in retarded growth of the brain which cannot be corrected 

later with any amount of food. 

  (a) fasting (b) hunger (c) poverty (d) malnutrition 

 

26.  The .......... of Madras port consists of the whole of Tamil Nadu, and a major part of Andhra 

Pradesh and Karnataka. 

  (a) coast (b) jurisdiction (c) suzerainty (d) hinterland 

 

27.  You can try your quixotic experiments with someone else; I do not wish to be your ........ 

  (a) Model (b) victim (c) guinea pig (d) mannequin 

 

28. He dresses in a .... and flamboyant manner, which offends aesthetics. 

  (a) colourful (b) garish (c) gossamer (d) glimmering 

 

 

29. In the Indian system of government, the Prime Minister is the .......... of all power. 

  (a) centre (b) originator (c) repository (d) fountainhead 

 

30. When the Prime Minister said that some Ministers were being drafted for party work, he was 

indulging in ..... The plain fact was that that they were being sacked from the cabinet. 

  (a) pleasantries (b) cheating (c) equivocation (d) euphemism 
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Directions : Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

 

31. rice, wheat, barley, millets, gram 

  (a) wheat (b) barley (c) millets (d) gram 

 

32. aristocracy, hypocrisy, monarchy, oligarchy, plutocracy 

  (a) hypocrisy (b) monarchy (c) plutocracy (d) oligarchy 

 

33. Mercury, Venus, Earth, Sun, Jupiter 

  (a) Venus (b) Mercury (c) Sun (d) Jupiter 

 

34. poppy, mustard, sesame, linseed, castor 

  (a) mustard (b) sesame (c) poppy (d) castor 

 

35. lily, rose, morning glory, croton, marigold 

  (a) croton (b) lily (c) marigold (d) morning glory 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in the most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

36. 1.The risk increases with age and is greater if the Pill user smokes. 

  2. Many developing countries are advocating the use of the contraceptive Pill for population   

control. 

  3. A clot that reaches the lungs or forms in the brain or heart can be fatal. 

  4. Pill users have a greater risk of heart attack and stroke than non-users. 

  5. Although it happens infrequently, use of the Pill can cause blood clots. 

  (a) 3,1,5,2,4 (b) 2,5,3,4,1 (c) 3,2,1,4,5 (d) 4,5,2,1,3 

 

37. 1. The only difference between the first  operation and regular every day typing is that a 

special ribbon impregnated with hectograph ink is needed. 

  2. The operation of the gelatine process is undoubtedly the simplest of all modern duplicating 

methods. 

  3. In order to reproduce copies of typewritten matter, the copy is typed on an ordinary sheet of 

paper by any typist in the  customary way. 

  4. This can be repeated as many as 100 times,  with the gelatine releasing just a little of the 

ink each time. 

  5. The typed copy is then transferred to the gelatine by pressing the typed matter tightly 

against the gelatine surface, leaving it for a few minutes and then removing the paper that 

bore the original copy. 

  (a) 2,4,5,1,3 (b) 4,1,5,3,2 (c) 2,3,1,5,4 (d) 3,4,2,1,5 

38. 1. But looking from the `human interest' angle, none of them can equal `Pilgrim‘s Progress'. 

  2. And there are some good allegories in Johnson's works, and some of still higher merit by 

Addison. 

  3. The allegory of Bunyan has been read by many thousands with tears. 

  4. The characteristic peculiarity of the `Pilgrim's Progress' is that it is the only work of its kind 

which possess a strong human interest. 

  5. Other allegories only amuse the fanciful. 

  (a) 4,5,3,2,1 (b) 2,1,5,4,3 (c) 4,1,2,5,3 (d) 3,5,4,2,1 

 

39. 1. They are also able to determine whether an air mass is deepening and whether a front is 

increasing or decreasing in intensity. 

  2.  A weather map is an important tool for  geographers. 

  3. Thus, a most significant function of the map is to reveal a synoptic picture of conditions   in 

the atmosphere at a given time. 

  4. Weather forecasters are able to determine the speed of air masses and fronts by using 

them.  

  5. A succession of three or four maps presents a continuous picture of weather changes. 

  (a) 4,1,2,3,5 (b) 3,5,4,1,2 (c) 2,5,4,1,3 (d) 2,1,5,3,4. 
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40. 1.  Spaces in the body are filled with air sacs instead of liquid. 

  2.  Two main adaptations that are necessary are a light weight and a high metabolism rate. 

  3.  Even the bones are hollow. 

  4.  Birds are well adapted for flying. 

  5.  A bird's volume is increased by light weight feathers, which increase buoyancy. 

  (a) 2,3,5,1,4 (b) 3,1,4,2,5 (c) 5,1,2,4,3 (d) 4,2,5,1,3 

 

Directions: Choose the most appropriate word/phrase to complete the given sentence with particular 

reference to grammar, syntax and style. 

 

41. I was afraid of missing the train, so I walked ----- I reached the station ten minutes ahead of 

time. 

  (a) too fast that      (b) fast enough for  

  (c) quite fast and    (d) so fast that 

 

42. You will not pass the test unless ----- 

  (a) you will work harder (b) you shall work harder 

  (c) you work harder (d) you work hardly 

 

43. The garden --- neglected, but it is a favourite picnic spot today. 

  (a) was                (b) had earlier been 

  (c) had before been   (d) which was once 

 

44. The reason I went to Madurai was --- my brother was ill. 

  (a) because   (b) since  (c) that   (d) for 

 

45. He has come already, --- 

  (a) isn't it? (b) isn't he? (c) hasn't he? (d) is it true? 

 

46. Having stopped the car, --- we started again 

  (a) the green light came and (b) and for the green light 

  (c) and green light arriving  (d) and waited for the green light 

 

47. I was --- to the college this morning, and even the gates had not been opened. 

  (a) quite early  (b) early enough (c) too soon (d) expeditious 

 

48. ---- I would not vote for the Republican Candidate. 

  (a) If I am in America (b) If I had been American citizen 

  (c) If I were an American citizen (d) provided I were an American voter. 

 

49. If the postman brings the letter --- keep it with me till you come or --- to your office? 

  (a) do I ---- send it (b) should I --- send it 

  (c) will I --- send it (d) could --- send 

 

50. --- students attend the English classes than--- 

  (a) Lesser --- Mathematics classes.  

  (b) Less ---- the Mathematics classes. 

  (c) Fewer --- the Mathematics classes.  

  (d) Fewer ---- do the Mathematics classes. 

 

Directions: Two sentences below are joined in three different ways. The beginnings of each 

composite sentence are given. Choose the ones that are syntactically, idiomatically and semantically 

correct. 

 

51. The thief had been in prison before. He received severe sentences. 

  I. The thief had been in prison before and had received…. 

  II. The thief had received severe sentences when he was… 

III. The thief was in prison before he had received… 

  (a) I only (b) II only   (c) I & II (d) II & III  (e) All 
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52. The Russians set fire to Moscow. The French were forced to quit it. 

  I. The French were forced to quit Moscow because… 

  II. The French were forced to quit Moscow while the Russians set… 

  III. The Russians having set fire to Moscow, the French were forced… 

  (a) I only (b) III only  (c) I & III (d) II & III  (e) All 

 

 

53. He admitted his error. He expressed his regret. 

  I. He regretted admitting …  

  II.  He admitted his error and… 

  III.  He admittedly regretted his… 

  (a) III only (b) II only  (c) I only (d) II & III  (e) All 

 

54. Geoffrey Chaucer was born in 1430. He is the first great English poet. 

  I. Geoffrey Chaucer, the first great English poet… 

  II. The year 1430 saw the birth of… 

  III. Geoffrey Chaucer, who was born in… 

 (a) I only  (b) II only   (c) I & II (d) II & III  (e) All 

 

55. I have read Bacon. It has profited me greatly. 

  I. I have read Bacon …  

  II.  Reading Bacon has …  

  III. Bacon was a profitable read… 

  (a) I & II (b) II only   (c) II & III (d) I only  (e) All 

 

Directions: Read the two sentences given below with the words in bold and mark as the answer  

(a) if the use of the word in statement 1 is correct but in 2 is not. 

(b) fi the use of the word in statement 2 is correct but in 1 is not. 

(c) if the use of the words in both sentences is correct. 

(d) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be correct if the words were  

 interchanged. 

(e) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect and cannot be corrected even if 

interchanged. 

 

56. 1. Eisenhower was an alumni of West Point High School. 

 2.  She is an alumna of Cliffbrair women‘s college.                  

 

57. 1. The mother was eager about her missing child. 

 2. The mother was anxious to visit her married daughter    

 

58. 1.  Hitler was a contemptible person. 

 2.  Churchill was always contemptuous of Hitler.     

 

59. 1. His story though unusual is credible. 

 2. Only a credible person would fall for that old trick.     

 

60. 1. Horses and aeroplanes are incomparable. 

 2. Elvis Presley was an uncomparable singer.      
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Exercise 1(B) 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

1. A. Furthermore, most people are capable of greatly increasing their effectiveness and of 

helping their reference groups solve problems.  

 B. What goes on in the team work, especially at the informal level, has great significance for 

feelings of satisfaction and competence. 

 C. An assumption is that one of the most psychologically relevant reference groups for most 

people is the work group, including peers and the superior. 

 D. A related assumption is that most people wish to be accepted and to interact 

cooperatively with at least one small reference group, and usually with more than one 

group, that is, the work group, the family and so forth. 

 (a) ABCD (b) CDAB (c) CBDA (d) BADC   

2. A. Today, a buyer‘s specialised software requirements have started driving his hardware 

purchases and due to this increased awareness, piracy levels have come down to less 

than sixty percent while the domestic industry has grown. 

 B. To the Indian customer, the real value of software became clear only in the last five years 

when he realised that software gets upgraded and needs to be maintained just like 

hardware. 

 C. Piracy was rampant; as high as ninety percent or more.   

 D. Earlier, software was just a part of the cost of hardware and few were willing to pay a 

separate price for it. 

 (a) DBAC (b) BDCA (c) DACB (d) ACBD   

3. A. The arrival of colour television was a defining moment, stoking as it did the pent – up 

desires of middle class Indians to acquire this ―status symbol‖. 

 B. Yet, it was only 16 years ago that one of the country‘s biggest political debates was 

whether we could ‗afford‘ switching over to colour transmission. 

 C. For the post – Asiad generation, life without access to a colour television set is 

unthinkable. 

 D. There has been a seismic shift in the attitude towards consumption and spending that has 

redefined the concepts of ‗necessities‘ and ‗luxuries‘. 

 (a) DCBA (b) DCAB (c) DABC (d) ABCD   

4. A. Global competition in its full form and force has arrived.   

 B. The unstoppable march of MNCs into the Indian market, gobbling up local brands in the 

process, has been a consistent feature of this decade and it will gather speed. 

 C. But, that is easier wished than achieved as Indians are tough customers and will buy only 

if the value benefit matches the price. 

 D. They have the staying power to build new categories in which they see potential, such as 

foods, or to wrest the market shares from local players. 

 (a) ACBD (b) BDAC (c) BCAD (d) BADC   

5. A. In many categories, service will be the key differentiator. 

 B. Organisations have virtually begun to invite them into their factories as they develop 

products more in line with buyers‘ preferences. 

 C. The biggest beneficiaries, and rightly so, of increased competition will be consumers. 

 D. Manufacturers are also incorporating product plus features, toning up their after sales 

service. 

 (a) CBDA (b) ACBD (c) CBAD (d) ACDB 

6. A. Competition became a reality only in the last decade, building up substance after the 

arrival of multinationals. 

 B. Thanks to liberalisation, new fronts like consumer durables, cellphones and cars have 

opened up. 

 C. In terms of combat, the Indian bazaar is still a fairly new battle ground. 

 D. Not surprisingly, the first big wars have been fought in fast moving consumer goods – 

soaps, detergents and thirst – quenching colas. 

 (a) ACDB (b) CADB (c) BACD (d) CDAB 
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7. A. Since Pepsi‘s entry in 1990 it has pumped Rs. 1,000 crore, while Coke has committed to 

invest Rs. 3,000 crore for the battle of supremacy over this Rs. 2,000 crore Indian market. 

 B. Consider what‘s happening here. 

 C. World-wide, soft drink battles are anything but soft. 

 D. When it comes to the ‗do or die‘ spirit, the century – old Coca – Cola and its younger rival, 

Pepsi, live up to it unquestioned. 

 (a) DCBA (b) CDBA (c) CBDA (d) ACBD 

 

8. A. And today‘s consumers are quite happy to do what their parents and grandparents 

wouldn‘t have dreamt of; enjoy today, pay tomorrow. 

 B. Today, the comforts of life are a few signatures away – on credit card slips, loan forms or 

post dated cheques. 

 C. With greater choice, aspirations have risen – and consumer finance companies and credit 

card issuers are on overdrive. 

 D. Competing companies and crammed retail shops are bending over backwards to make 

buying as painless as possible. 

 (a) CBDA (b) DCAB (c) CABD (d) BDCA   

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

9. APOGEE : NADIR 

 (a) reprise : rejuvenate (b) vertex : remnant 

 (c) ecstasy : agony (d) deleterious : dangerous 

 

10. PTERODACTYL : BIRD 

 (a) pithecanthropus : man (b) leonine : lion 

 (c) apotropaic : apes (d) apollonian : god 

 

11. APPARATCHIK : IDEOLOGY 

 (a) apostle : religion (b) necromantic : nectar 

 (c) sorcerer : spell (d) apparatus : machine 

 

12. ELECTUARY : UNGUENT 

 (a) hammer : chisel (b) capsule : tonic 

 (c) hail : rain (d) man : woman 

 

13. KURTOSIS : TROUGH 

 (a) replicate : duplicate (b) high : peak 

 (c) syllogism : aphorism (d) wax : wane 

 

Directions: Each question is a logical sequence of statements with a missing link, the location of 

which is shown parenthetically. Choose the alternative that best fits the sequence logically. 

 

14. Despite the openness of management in dealing with change, there are bound to be 

misgivings and apprehensions at various levels. (__). This can take on various forms: the 

display of sales statistics on a day-to-day basis; the celebration of achievements, however 

small at the individual level; and team building exercises. 

 (a) These need to be addressed as part of a strategic communications plan. 

 (b) These may give rise, ultimately, to serious labour problems. 

 (c) It is then that the thew cookie crumbles. 

 (d) It may result in the proliferation of hitherto unheard of management tools. 

 

15. Every organisation has rules that are never written down and seldom discussed. These 

pertain to the expectations of the employees in the organisation. (__). Thus the onus is on 

the employees to piece them together by observation, trial and error and insightful 

questioning. 

 (a) The employees are frequently the ones who actually perpetuate these rules. 

 (b) These unwritten rules can play a major role in an employees success—or failure. 
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 (c) The employers expect the employees to adhere to these spelled-out rules. 

 (d) Never underestimate the power of the unwritten rules of the organisation. 

 

16. Twenty years ago, S K Shelgikar, the Videocon group‘s chief financial strategist, took a 

decision. Two decades later he would walk away from it all to fulfill his moral obligations to 

society. (__). Over the past few months, he has quietly withdrawn from an active role in the 

group, and now operates in a purely advisory capacity. 

 (a) And two decades is a long, long, time. 

 (b) It took great courage to do so. 

 (c) And he has kept his word. 

 (d) But he obviously stayed on for forty years. 

 

17. I agree with the contention that management theories were not invented because 

management gurus had nothing better to do. (__). Perhaps the confusion and criticism would 

end if we called these theories too, philosophies. After all theories must be proved; 

philosophies may just be beliefs. 

 (a) That would be like suggesting that the philosophies of Plato and Aristotle evolved                                                                   

because these people were too lazy to work! 

 (b) This would be like the pot calling the kettle black. 

 (c) This causes a lot of resentment against the management gurus who are actually trying to 

do something good for the corporate world today. 

 (c) Otherwise so many people would not have believed in them so much.  

 

18. The general character of all these novels may be described, in the author‘s own terms, as 

psychological realism. (__). Moreover it was the development of the soul, its slow growth or 

decline that chiefly interested her. 

 (a) Sigmund Freud later had tried the same thing. 

 (b) This was because she was a realist as well as a psychotic case herself. 

 (c) The Ubermensch, or the Oversoul, as explicated by Nietzche, also fascinated her. 

 (d) That is, to represent the inner struggle of a soul and to reveal its motives and impulses. 

 

Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

19. 1. As consumers became more discerning, clever advertising was not enough to sell a 

product and it became a struggle for existence. 

 A. Hitherto production – led organisations began to pay more attention to the marketing 

department. 

 B. They in turn, began to lean on market researchers to help them identify who their real 

consumers were. 

 C. The survivors were those that changed their approach to customers and focused on 

improving quality. 

 D. As the commodity selling approach gave way to strategic finesse, marketing managers 

became the new prima donnas. 

 6. The fledgling market research industry took off. 

 (a) ADBC (b) DABC (c) DACB (d) CADB   

 

20. 1. While it is true that someone from an unrelated area is today unlikely to head a market-

driven organisation, it certainly cannot be seen as an easy or quick passport to the CEO‘s 

seat. 

 A. Yet, as markets mature, marketing will continue to be the golden key to most products 

and services. 

 B. That is why, for example, market leader Hindustan Lever, which boasts of some of India‘s 

top brands, has never been headed by a marketing man.   

 C. That may well spell the end of the era of water – tight management function. 

 D. Most organisations require CEOs to be exposed to all functions to give them a holistic 

perspective. 

 6. It may also herald a future which belongs to those who can innovate and manage change; 

and who fits the bill better than fast – thinking, fleet – of – foot marketers? 
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 (a) DBAC (b) DCBA (c) DCAB (d) DACB 

 

21. 1. When the primitive savage began to develop number names, the process was a tedious 

one. 

 A. Even after the hunter had given considerable place to the shepherd, number played a 

minor role in the life of the world. 

 B. His needs were simple; the designation of the size of his family, the counting of his 

enemies, or some similar use of small numbers represented all that his meager life 

demanded of mathematics.  

 C. The herdsman could recognise that one of his sheep was missing without being able to 

count his flock, and even his dog could do the same, the needs of the two in this respect 

being quite on a par.   

 D. The invention of the number system was still thousands of years in the future, and without 

some such medium of exchange, he had to make do with other alternatives. 

 6. For a long time after the advent of man such simple numbers as two and three were 

sufficient for all purposes not met by nouns of multitude, like lot, heap, crowd, school (of 

fish), pack (of hounds), and flock. 

 (a) DBAC (b) ACBD (c) ABCD (d) BDAC   

22. 1. We have no definite knowledge as to where mathematics first developed into anything 

like a science. 

 A. The historical period begins with the eighth century B. C., or, at the earliest, with the reign 

of Wu Wang, the Martial Prince, in eleven twenty-two B. C.  

 B. Mesopotamia has several strong claims to priority, and so has Egypt. 

 C. Until native scholars develop a textual criticism commensurate with that which has been 

developed in the Occident, this uncertainty will continue to exist. 

 D. As to China, we have little positive knowledge of its earliest literature, the possibility of 

corruption of its texts being such as to cast doubts upon its extreme claims. 

 6. In beginning with China, therefore, it must not be thought that we should recognise the 

validity of all claims that are often advanced for the antiquity of her science. 

 (a) BDAC (b) CADB (c) CBAD (d) BDCA   

23. 1. The word ‗polyhedron‘ is not found in Greece or in the Elements of Euclid; he uses ‗solid‘, 

‗octahedron‘ and ‗dodecahedron‘, but does not mention the general solid bounded by 

planes. 

 A. The Pythagoreans assigned the tetrahedron to fire, the octahedron to air, the icosahedron 

to water, the cube to earth, and the dodecahedron, apparently the last one discovered, to 

the universe. 

 B. It seems probable that Pythagoras brought his knowledge of the cube, tetrahedron and 

octahedron from Egypt, but the icosahedron and the dodecahedron seem to have been 

developed in his own school. 

 C. The chief interest of the Greeks in figures of this type related to the five regular 

polyhedrons. 

 D. They seem to have known that all five polyhedrons can be inscribed in a sphere. 

 6. They passed the study of these solids on to the school of Plato, where they attracted so 

much attention as to be known to later writers as ‗Platonic bodies‘ or ‗Cosmic figures‘.  

 (a) BACD (b) CBAD (c) BCDA (d) CDBA 

24. 1. The late Greeks knew how to find the volume of the frustum of a cone, deriving it from the 

rule that Heron used for the frustum of a pyramid, and thereafter the same method 

appeared in various mathematical treatises. 

 A. An interesting example of the use of this approximation method has been found among 

the Greek papyri on arithmetic, being probably the work of a school boy of about the 

fourth century. 

 B. The first one of these problems relates to finding the contents of a circular pit of which the 

circumference is twenty cubits at the top and twelve units at the bottom, and of which the 

altitude is twelve cubits. 

 C. The problems in this papyrus resemble those found in the Akhmim Papyrus, which was 

written somewhat later.  



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 12 

 D. Heron, however, used an approximation method which is probably of Egyptian origin, 

namely, that of taking the product of the altitude and the area of the circle midway 

between the bases. 

 6. The writer makes an error in his methods as well as his calculations, but endeavors to 

use Heron‘s approximation. 

 (a) DACB (b) DBAC (c) BDAC (d) DABC 

 

25. 1. Since the Greeks were so much more interested in the logic of geometry than in i ts 

applications to mensuration, and since they found a sufficient field for their activities in 

the work with plane figures, they did not develop the science of solid geometry to any 

great extent, as witness the Elements of Euclid.  

 A. Of the special types of prism the right parallelepiped is naturally the most important. 

 B. Although it is a word that would naturally be used by Greek writers, it is not found before 

the time of Euclid.  

 C. This is one reason why even the technical terms were not so completely standardised as 

those of plane geometry. 

 D. The word ‗parallelepiped‘ means parallel surfaces. 

 6. It appears in the Elements of Euclid without definition, in the form of ‗parallelepipidal 

solid‘, the meaning being left to be inferred from that of the word ‗parallelogrammic‘ as 

given in Book I.   

 (a) CBAD (b) DABC (c) CADB (d) DBAC 

 

Directions:  In these questions, some part of the sentence has been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the one which completes the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

 

26. Sherlock Holmes could not be described just as a detective; his ratiocinative skills _____. 

 (a)  went far beyond the purview of that word 

 (b)  were examples of the word 

 (c)  were limited in scope and function 

 (d)  proved that he could have been exceptional in the Public Distribution System also. 

 

27. A syllogism is a collection of premisses and a conclusion. Logically, the conclusion _____. 

 (a)  precedes the premisses 

 (b)  need not be syllogistic in nature 

 (c)  has to follow the premisses 

 (d)  needs two premisses to fulfil it 

 

28. _____ that I am forced to announce the passing of the young and brilliant Abrams. 

 (a)  It is in the examinations 

 (b)  It is with great pleasure 

 (c)  It is with great regret 

 (d)  I have to say  

 

29. The policy of ‗_____‘ is what the present bare-all-dare-all crop of models seem to follow. 

 (a)  live for the moment 

 (b)  if you‘ve got it, flaunt it 

 (c)  money is power 

 (d)  what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander   

 

30. He is extremely voluble while commenting on other women, but when it comes to his own 

girlfriend, he is remarkably _____. 

 (a)  circumventing (b) circumspect 

 (c)  circumcised (d) circumlocutive 
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Directions: From the following sets of four sentences, choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise, grammatically, semantically and logically. 

 

31. (a)  I am fortunate to have a brilliant team who were standing by me at all times. 

 (b)  I was fortunate to have a brilliant team who were standing by me at all times. 

 (c)  I was fortunate to have a brilliant team which stood by me at all times. 

 (d)  I was fortunate to have a brilliant team who stood with me all the time. 

 

32. (a) There are four interviews in the magazine, each of which is highly readable. 

 (b)  There are four interviews in the magazine, all of which is highly readable. 

 (c)  There are four interviews in the magazine, each of which are highly readable. 

 (d) There are four interviews in the magazine each of them is highly readable. 

 

33. (a) Modern Hindi films have often been described as fantasy brought to life. 

 (b) Modern Hindi film is often been described as fantasy brought to life. 

 (c)  Modern Hindi films have often been described as fantasy brought to live. 

 (d) Modern Hindi films have often been described as fantasy brought to livelihood.  

 

34. (a) Strychnine has the redoubtable reputation of being the most deadly poison.   

 (b) Strychnine has the redoubtable reputation of being the most deadliest poison. 

 (c)  Strychnine has the doubtable reputation of being the deadliest poison. 

 (d) Strychnine has the redoubtable reputation of being the deadliest poison. 

 

35. (a) The new Abortion Bill‘s passing may be as important, if not more than the Arms Bill. 

 (b)  The passing of the new Abortion Bill may be as important as, if not more, than the Arms 

Bill. 

 (c)  Passing the new Abortion Bill may be as important as, if not more than, the Arms Bill. 

 (d)  The passing away of the Abortion Bill is more important than the Arms Bill. 

 

Directions: Read the sentences given below and mark as the answer the pair of words that best fills 

the pair of blanks in each. 

 

36. The present Indian cricket team has begun a flirtation with _____, but without much 

application, foresight and imaginative planning, they will never _____ it completely. 

 (a) success, achieve (b) women, get 

 (c) disaster, overcome (d) greatness, win 

 

37. As the cell phone service _____ down to the lower end of the market, a new _____ of 

subscribers who will rarely use the machine is emerging. 

 (a) fritters, breed (b) comes, wave 

 (c) percolates, danger (d) filters, stratum 

 

38. While the Tibetans have been protesting against Chinese occupation and _____ followed in 

their homeland for a long time, the _____ agitation stands out for its timing. 

 (a) murders, new (b) policies, current 

 (c) atrocities, policy (d) autocracy, famous 

 

39. The _____ of ‗as you sow, so shall you reap‘ does not seem to hold true anymore if we take 

into account the growing incidents of criminals getting away _____ free from the law 

nowadays. 

 (a) usefulness, damn (b) policy, absolutely 

 (c) adage, scot (d) saying, set 

 

40. People might call it a conspiracy _____, but I firmly believe that JFK was killed because his 

decision to end the Vietnam war was _____ to the interests of the American arms industry. 

 (a) theory, inimical  (b) grand, detrimental 

 (c) hypothesis, contrary (d) or not, antithetical 
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Directions: Read the given sentences and choose the option that fills the maximum number of 

blanks. 

 

41.  1. What was shown in the latest issue was the ultimate ___ creativity. 

  2. As a mature country, we shouldn‘t indulge ___ emotional outbursts.  

  

  3. Our team was done ___ by the superior strategy of our rivals. 

  4. Adam fell ___ eve like a ton of bricks. 

  (a) in  (b) for (c) on (d) to 

 

42.  1. We did well to grant a ___ degree of autonomy to the Prasar Bharati Board. 

  2. It was not ___ of you to select the candidate without an examination. 

  3. It was a ___  thing that I was here to help you out. 

  4. Free and ___ elections could not be held in Rwanda despite strict policing. 

  (a) good (b) major (c) fair (d) just 

 

43.  1. All the hype against Pakistani artists is just being done to ___ political mileage. 

  2. No one has the right to ___ what the people of a state should wear or see. 

  3. The ___ bestowed on Dilip Kumar should make all Indians proud. 

  4. Fighting for one‘s ___ does not mean that all human norms be disregarded. 

  (a) gain (b) dictate (c) prize (d) honour 

 

44.  1. It was a mystery how the murderer has managed to ___ the police for so long. 

  2. We were all completely ___ by him because he sounded so convincing. 

  3. I‘ll tell you the solution later; right now it happens to___ me. 

  4. When she gave the example of the pig, she actually meant to ___ to you. 

  (a) elude (b) allude (c) delude (d) escape 

 

45.  1. You should not take everything he says to ___. 

  2. Since I had been negligent in my duties, superiors took me to ___. 

  3. Please be careful while interrogating him; he is a ___ patient. 

  4. The hard disk may be considered to be the ___ of the computer. 

  (a) task (b) job (c) heart (d) brain 

 

Directions: In the following questions, each sentence has been broken up into four sections. Mark 

the section that has an error in it.  

 

46. Conducting without a  baton or score,  the leader waved his hands around  in order that  

  a      b    c  

 he would  have knocked the music desk off the podium – if there had been a desk, which 

   

 there wasn‘t.               

       d 

 

47. Another outstanding characteristic  of water is  that water has a  heat capacity  which is  

   a         b    c  

 the highest  in all liquids and solids except ammonia.  

   d 

 

48. Like a number of her white friends in government,  Bethune assumed that the  

     a    b 

 preservation of democracy and black people‘s full integration into  the benefits and the  

      c 

 responsibilities of  American life were inextricably tied.  

      d   
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49. The adaptation of mammals to almost all possible modes of life parallels the reptiles in  

    a       b 

 the Mesozoic time, and except for greater intelligence, the mammals do not seem to  

     c 

 have done much better than corresponding reptilian forms. 

   d  

            

50. Sancho ran as fast as he  could walk to help his master whom he found lying on the  

   a    b    c 

 ground and not able to stir, such a blow he and Rozinante had received. 

   d       
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Exercise 2(A) 
 
Directions : For each question, select the word which is closest in meaning to the given word. 

1. ANNALS : (a) years (b) chronicle (c) impediments (d) roots 

  

2. POIGNANT : (a) miserable (b) haughty (c) moving (d) angry 

 

3. PRODIGIOUS : (a) intelligent (b) abysmal (c) accurate (d) marvellous 

 

4. FOIBLE : (a) tale (b) idiosyncrasy (c) incapability (d) illusion 

 

5. MASSACRE :  (a) burial ground (b) efficiency (c) carnage (d) refusal 

 

Directions : For each question, select the word which has a meaning most nearly opposite to that of 

the given word. 

6. CARNAL :  (a) fat (b) intellectual (c) remorseful (d) recurring 

 

7. DESIST : (a) continue (b) develop (c) condense (d) determine  

 

8. SCANTY : (a) straying (b) evil (c) luxuriant (d) cruel 

 

9. MITIGATE :  (a) intensify     (b) reward (c) repudiate (d) shine 

 

10. SCION : (a) ancestor  (b) scholar (c) simpleton (d) laggard 

 

Directions : Select the single word or phrase which means most nearly the same as the given 

idiomatic phrase. 

11. an office with pay but little responsibility 

(a) sinecure       (b) presidency (c) factotum  (d) plutocracy 

  

12. a group of small ships 

 (a) archipelago (b) fleet (c) flotilla (d) tugs 

 

13. a person in the habit of pointing out others' faults 

 (a) interloper  (b) officious (c) gossamer  (d) gadfly 

 

14. the study of handwriting as a guide to character 

 (a) forensic (b) graffiti (c) hieroglyphics (d) graphology 

 

15. a long boring speech 

 (a) horology  (b) harangue (c) valediction  (d) filibuster 

 

16. accidental solving of a crime 

 (a) investigation  (b) detection (c) sixth-sense  (d) serendipity 

 

17. a commonplace and unoriginal statement 

 (a) witticism  (b) preamble (c) prevarication (d) platitude 

 

18. mutual loyalty among group members 

 (a) etiquette         (b) homogeneity (c) espirit de corps (d) rendezvous 

 

19. poetry that is silly 

 (a) observe  (b) doggerel (c) dirge (d) limerick 

 

20. inscription on a grave 

 (a) epigram  (b) oration (c) obituary  (d) epitaph 
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Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words which have a relationship between 

themselves which is similar to the relationship between the given pair of word. 

21. LIKING : ADDICTION 

 (a) dislike : impulse (b) ugly : pretty 

 (c) law : rule  (d) discourage : thwart 

 

22. ANECDOTE : STORY 

 (a) biography : novel  (b) ballad : poem 

 (c) joke : humour   (d) editorial : column 

 

23. DEITY : TEMPLE 

 (a) crucifix : church  (b) sculpture : museum 

 (c) typewriter : office (d) equipment : factory 

 

24. SHIELD : DAGGER 

 (a) castle : moat   (b) woollen : cold 

 (c) helmet : scooter  (d) shoe : foot 

 

25. WRAITH : GHOST 

 (a) vertex : summit  (b) surmise : combination 

 (c) sloth : slogan    (d) retinue : excuse 

 

Directions : Choose the pair of words which do not have the same relationship between themselves 

as the given pair of word. 

26. MONK : MONASTERY 

 (a) convict : prison   (b) tiger : barn 

 (c) soldier : barracks  (d) nun : convent 

 

27. TIE : NECK 

 (a) finger : ring   (b) spectacle : eye 

 (c) epaulette : shoulder  (d) anklet : ankle 

 

28. MAMMOTH : INFINITESIMAL 

 (a) survivor : victim  (b) innate : acquired 

 (c) parsimony : frugality (d) sceptical : gullible 

 

29. BALLISTICS : PROJECTILES 

 (a) hydraulics : liquids (b) pyrotechnics : fireworks 

 (c) aeronautics : satellites (d) linguistics : grammar 

 

30. DANCE : CHOREOGRAPHY 

 (a) music : composition   (b) novel : plot 

 (c) painting : outline    (d) speech : oration 

 

Directions: Choose  the most appropriate words/phrases from among the choices to complete the  

sentence with special reference to grammar, idiom and syntax.  

31. The result came ........... just as I had predicted it. 

 (a) up (b) in (c) about (d) off  

 

32. This is .............. all the books I read during the last three months. 

 (a) most interesting among (b) most interested of 

 (c) most interesting than (d) the most interesting of 

 

33. I want to know .............. as promised. 

 (a) why has he not come (b) why he has not come 

 (c) why has he been unable to come (d) as to why he has not come 

 

34. He has had no food ........... yesterday. 

 (a) after (b) starting (c) beyond (d) since 
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35. His salary was three thousand .......... month,........... he regularly saved five hundred rupees. 

 (a) every.......and (b) per........but (c) a.........of which (d) last........from which 

 

Directions : Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

36. chuckle, waspish, pout, frown, sulk 

 (a) chuckle (b) waspish (c) pout (d) sulk 

 

37. iguana, herring, trout, piranha, mackerel 

 (a) herring (b) trout (c) piranha (d) iguana 

 

38. shave, chop, cut, whittle, erase 

 (a) shave (b) chop (c) whittle (d) erase 

 

39. increase, enhance, alleviate, expand, grow 

 (a) enhance (b) alleviate (c) expand (d) grow 

 

40. shove, push, rush, thrust, move 

 (a) shove (b) push (c) rush (d) thrust 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

41. 1.  These pieces of crust, called plates, restlessly roam about, driven by plumes of molten rock 

that boil up from the planet's superheated core. 

2.  Many of the world's earthquakes occur at the boundaries of such plates. 

3.  Its surface, cracked like ancient pottery is broken into 15 large pieces. 

4.  But this movement of the plates is not uniform. 

5.  The earth is constantly moving underfoot. 

 (a) 5,2,1,3,4 (b) 4,1,3,2,5 (c) 5,3,1,2,4 (d) 4,3,2,1,5 

 

42. 1.  The highly technical civilisation of the 20th Century is like a plane in flight, supported by its 

forward motion. 

 2.  To stop science would create more problems than solutions. 

3.  It cannot stop without falling. 

4.  Aside from military considerations it would be disastrous to freeze culture at its present 

high point. 

5.  It therefore becomes essential that science should forever chase new frontiers. 

(a) 1,5,4,3,2 (b) 2,4,1,3,5 (c) 1,2,4,3,5 (d) 5,3,2,1,4 

 

43. 1.  This new kind of classification is known as a phylogenetic classification. 

 2.  For example, all web-footed birds were grouped together and all seed-eating birds were 

grouped together. 

 3.  Birds are now classified in a way that best expresses their blood relationships and lines of 

descent 

 4.  Since 19th century and the general acceptance of evolution, this method has given way to 

a sounder and more scientific system. 

 5.  The earliest classification of birds relied upon easily recognised external characteristics or 

upon peculiarities of behaviour and appearance. 

 (a) 3,1,5,2,4 (b) 2,5,3,4,1 (c) 5,2,4,3,1 (d) 5,4,2,1,3. 

 

44. 1.  In this golden age prospered Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelangelo who raised 

sculpture and painting to a high state. 

 2.  The rapid progress of the arts in the sixteenth century bore its full fruits in the generation of 

the masters, whose mature works fell mostly between 1500-1525. 

 3.  Earlier artists had been impressed by the naturalism of the ancient art, but they had been 

too much occupied with detail to reach the ideal of the High Renaissance style. 

 4.  The art and sculpture created by them came to be known as the High Renaissance style. 

 5.  While evolving a new idiom, they also drew inspiration from the nuances of ancient art, 

incorporating them in the High Renaissance style. 

 (a) 2,4,5,1,3 (b) 4,1,5,3,2 (c) 3,4,2,1,5 (d) 2,1,4,5,3 
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45. 1.  These substances were called acids. 

 2.  Another group of substances, called bases, have properties that contrast strongly with the 

properties of acids. 

 3.  These substances, when dissolved in water, acted as electrical conductors, reacted with 

metals such as zinc to release gases, turned blue litmus to red and tasted sour. 

 4.  Early experiments in chemistry identified a group of substances having certain properties in 

common. 

 5.  Further study and experimentation indicated that acids release hydrogen ions in water 

solution 

 (a) 3,5,1,4,2 (b) 4,3,1,5,2 (c) 4,1,3,2,5 (d) 4,5,2,3,1 

 

Directions: Choose the most appropriate word/phrase to complete the given sentence with particular 

reference to grammar, syntax and style. 

46. Because of my other preoccupations, I could work only --- on this project, and is why it has got 

delayed. 

 (a) assiduously      (b) intermittently (c) discontentedly (d) disinterestedly 

 

47. The reasoning in the editorial was so ---- that I was surprised that a reputed newspaper like 

that could publish it. 

 (a) convincing      (b) sophisticated (c) coherent (d) specious 

 

48. Being ---, he never wasted his time on futile exercises. 

 (a) busy        (b) pragmatic (c) meaningful (d) resourceful 

 

49. Kamlapathi Tripathi was only the --- head of the party, and was not consulted on any major 

issue. 

 (a) meaningless     (b) stolid (c) inarticulate (d) titular 

 

50. The two are not on taking terms now. But, if only I can --- to bring them to meet each other, I 

am sure that they will bury the hatchet. 

 (a) arrange         (b) prescribe (c) contrive (d) conspire 

 

Directions: Read the passage below and fill in the blanks with the best alternative. 

 

The third great (59) of our (55) is that it does not know what to do with its (51). Science has given us 

(60) fit for the gods, yet we use them like small children. For example we do not know how to 

manage our machines. Machines were made to be man‘s (56); yet he has grown so (57) on them that 

they are in a fair way to become his masters. Already many men spend most of their lives looking 

after and (54) on machines. And the machines are very (58) masters. They must be fed with coal and 

given petrol to drink and oil to (53) with and they must be kept at the right temperature. And if they do 

not get their meals when they expect them, they grow (52) and refuse to work. 

51.  (a)  knowledge (b) world (c) people (d) brain (e)information 

52.  (a)  obstinate (b) obdurate (c) sulky (d) callous (e) impatient  

53. (a) clean (b) wash (c) operate (d) bathe (e) cleanse 

54. (a) waiting (b) operating (c) dependant (d) caring (e) doting 

55. (a) year    (b) age  (c) community (d) ethos  (e) house 

56. (a) servants (b) aids (c) creations (d) auxiliaries (e) friends  

57. (a) helpless (b) reliable (c) menial (d) dependant (e) vulnerable 

58. (a) strict (b) obedient (c) helpless (d) tight (e) draconian 

59.  (a) anomaly (b) antithesis (c) result (d) demand (e) effect 

60. (a) ability (b) strength (c) skills (d) intelligence (e) power 
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Exercise 2(B) 
 

Directions: In the following questions, each sentence has been broken up into four sections. Mark 

the section that has an error in it.  

 

1. As Caesar loved   me, I wept for him, as he was fortunate I rejoice at it. 

  a         b     c   d  

 

2. The people of Orleans,    when they first saw her in their city thought she was an angel. 

     a   b   c    d  

 

3. Wrapped as they were in layers of soft cotton wool,   neither of the two  crystal goblets  

  a     b     c 

 were broken when the lady dropped the crate. 

  d          

  

4. Although my brother had been anxiously looking forward to the prize-giving ceremony for  

  a     b     c 

 weeks, a bad-hair day prevented him taking part in it.  

      d 

       

5. The reason for I refusing the gift was that it was meant as a bribe to lure me away from  

       a        b    c   d 

 the case.  

 

Direction: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that part 

which contains a mistake.  

 

6. (a) No one was ever given  (b) a dream without also 

 (c) being given the power  (d) to make the dream come true. 

 

7. (a) Workers in factories should 

 (b) aim to increase in production;  

 (c) people in offices should facilitate   

 (d) the smooth working of government machinery. 

 

8. (a) Regulatory requirements like capital adequacy 

 (b) will be minimal, enabling these  

 (c) banks to operate on competitive spreads increasing the      

 (d) viability of a merger between strong and weak banks. 

 

9. (a) This type of behaviour is hard  

 (b) to be believed, because  

 (c) it violates all the laws of    

 (d) ethics and morality. 

 

10. (a) The ghastly deed was committed by 

 (b) the suave looking man you met 

 (c) at the party with a complexion as sallow  

 (d) as his linen.  

 

Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

11. 1. Closely related to the astrolabe is the quadrant, an instrument in which only a quarter of a 

circle is used. 

 A. The earliest description that we have is given in the Almagest, and on this account the 

honour of this invention is usually awarded to Ptolemy. 
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 B. It appears in various forms, sometimes without an arc, the angles being read on the sides 

of the square. 

 C. On this was mounted a small cylindrical pipe, as we should mount a telescope, and by 

this device he was able to take the height of the sun, evidently by means of the ray of 

light that shone through the cylinder. 

 D. He used a stone cube, on one of the faces of which the quadrant was cut. 

 6. There is no indication of the size of Ptolemy‘s quadrant, but if we judge by the later 

specimens in use in the East, and by the incomplete records, it was probably a large one. 

 (a) ABCD (b) ABDC (c) BADC (d) BACD 

 

12. 1. The thirteenth century, in China as in Europe, was a period of awakening.  

 A. Perhaps the foremost scholar in this movement was Ch‘in Kiu-shao, a man whose 

intimate history is quite unknown, but who was a soldier in his early days, was in 

government service in twelve forty-four, was governor of two provinces, and wrote the 

Nine Sections of Mathematics in twelve forty-seven.  

 B. Whether as a result of an interchange of thought with the West, or of the leisure which 

wealth brought to the country before the invasion of Chinghiz Khan, or of the growth of 

idealism which war is said by its advocates to foster, or of various other causes, China 

made a noteworthy advance in algebra at this time. 

 C. The work relates chiefly to numerical higher equations, in which the author anticipates to 

some extent Horner‘s Method; but it also considers indeterminate equations and the 

application of algebra to trigonometry. 

 D. Indeed, it may be said that it was the period of the highest development of native 

mathematics in the East.  

 6. The ‗nine sections‘ of his work are not the same as those of other mathematicians.  

 (a) DBAC (b) ACDB (c) ADBC (d) DABC 

 

13. 1. Almost all management education institutions offer the business policy course usually in 

the later part of the degree or diploma programme.  

 A. Pedagogical tools, generally, are a combination of lectures and case studies in varying 

proportion depending on the institutional policy or the individual instructor‘s method of 

teaching. 

 B. Different nomenclature used for the course title include besides business policy, 

corporate planning, corporate strategy and planning, management policy and, lately, 

strategic planning or strategic management.  

 C. The contents of the curriculum, teaching methodology, etc. for the business policy course 

varies among institutions. 

 D. The All India Management Association, New Delhi, which is a national body for the 

promotion of scientific management in India, and offers a popular correspondence course 

in management, has also recently included a course on business policy in the curriculum. 

 6. The course draws heavily from foreign, mostly American, literature. 

 (a) BCDA (b) DCBA (c) BCAD (d) DCAB 

 

14. 1. The emergence of executive assistants in the managerial hierarchy is relatively a recent 

phenomenon. 

 A. These ways could be to assist the chief executive in data collection and analysis, 

suggesting alternatives where decisions are required and acting as filters for information 

coming from different sources.   

 B. The reason being that the increasing complexity in business and in strategic decision-

making has led to a situation where ‗it is the function of the executive assistant to monitor 

the changing context and evolve strategies and plans in tandem with senior 

management‘.   

 C. An executive assistant is a person who assists the chief executive in the performance of 

his duties in various ways. 

 D. Among these, the most important and what one manager labels the ‗bread and butter role‘ 

of the executive assistant could be that of the corporate planner. 

 6. But in organisations where corporate planning departments exist, this function is not 

assigned to the executive assistants.       

 (a) BCDA (b) ABDC (c) BCAD (d) CADB   
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15. 1. The major functions of middle-level managers relate to operational matters and, therefore, 

they rarely play an active role in strategic management. 

 A. This does not, however, preclude the possibility of using their expertise. 

 B. Basically involved in the implementation of functional strategies, the middle-level 

managers are rarely employed for other purposes in strategic management. 

 C. Many examples can be cited to show that managers and assistant managers can also 

contribute to the generation of ideas, refinement of business, target-setting at 

departmental levels and various other purposes. 

D. They may, at best, be involved as ‗sounding boards‘ for departmental plans, as 

implementers of decisions taken above, followers of policy guidelines and passive 

receivers of communication regarding strategic plans. 

 6. The importance of middle management cadres lies in the fact that they form the 

catchment areas for developing future strategists for the organisation. 

 (a) ABCD (b) DBAC (c) BACD (d) CABD   

 

16. 1. Many organisations which do not have a corporate planning department owing to reasons 

of small size, infrequent requirements, financial constraints, etc. take the help of external 

consultants in strategic management. 

 A. Management consultancy is a professional service performed by specially trained and 

experienced persons to advise and assist managers and administrators to improve their 

performance and effectiveness and that of their organisations. 

 B. These consultants may be individuals, academicians or consultancy companies 

specialising in strategic management activities.  

 C. The main advantages in hiring consultants are getting an unbiased and objective opinion 

from a knowledgeable outsider, cost-effectiveness and using specialists skills. 

 D. Among the many functions that management consultants perform, corporate strategy and 

planning is one of the most important services offered. 

 6. The current trend is that family owned companies and the public sector are relying heavily 

on consultancy services and there are many organisations, offering consultancy services 

in the area of strategic management in India.  

 (a) CBAD (b) BADC (c) CABD (d) BDAC   

 

17. 1. Less than half of the total plastic production is recycled. 

 A. Plastic waste is not processed to make the original product. 

 B. And the term ‗recycling‘ is itself a misnomer. 

 C. Even this ‗linear recycling‘ has its limits. 

 D. The rest goes into unmanaged garbage dumps, drains and rivers 

 6. After about four cycles, the waste has to be either dumped in landfills, or burnt. 

 (a) DBAC  (b) ABCD  (c) DCBA  (d) BCAD 

 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

 

18. A. You can just as well lunch in the swankiest five-star restaurant as pick up your monthly 

provisions from a grocery store; buy air tickets or drive out with brand new cars. 

 B. But even as they pump up values, credit card issuers and consumer finance companies 

face the flip side – rising defaults. 

 C. The disappearing snob value of credit cards is evident from the range of products 

available against credit. 

 D. Utility bills, school fees and rent payments are on the agenda of card issuers. 

 (a) CADB (b) CBAD (c) CDBA (d) BCAD 

 

19. A. Here the object is all-important, as was the case with the early measures of all the people.  

 B. In due time such terms lose their primitive meaning and we think of them as abstract 

measures. 

 C. Judging by other races of low intelligence, the primitive man could count only by pointing 

to the objects counted, one by one. 

 D. The habit is seen in the use of such units as the foot, ell, thumb, hand, span, barleycorn, 

and furlong. 
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 (a) CADB (b) ACDB (c) DBAC (d) DBCA 

 

20. A. His work, however, was not appreciated, and apparently was not understood, and it was 

not until fifteen eighty-five that a book on the subject appeared.  

 B. The first man who gave evidence of having fully comprehended the significance of all this 

preliminary work seems to have been Christoff Rudolff, whose Exempel-Büchlin appeared 

at Augsburg in fifteen thirty.  

 C. In this work, he solved an example in compound interest, and used the bar precisely as 

we should use a decimal point today. 

 D. If any particular individual, therefore, were to be named as having the best reason to be 

called the inventor of decimal fractions, Rudolff would seem to be the man. 

 (a) BACD (b) BDAC (c) DBAC (d) BCDA   

 

21. A. In the domain of Physics, therefore, this would naturally be the most real of all problems 

that came within the purview of every man, woman or child of that civilisation. 

 B. Furthermore, the elementary clepsydra may also have suggested this line of problems, 

the principle involved being the same.  

 C. Not a town of any size that bears the stamp of the Roman power is without its public 

fountain into which or from which several conduits lead. 

 D. Few problems have had so extended a history as the familiar one relating to the pipes 

filling a cistern, and the traveller who is familiar with the Mediterranean lands cannot fail 

to recognise that here is its probable origin. 

 (a)CABD (b) ABCD (c) BCAD (d) BDAC 

 

22. A. The IIM, Ahmedabad based its teaching methodology on the Harvard model of developing 

and using case studies as the major pedagogical tool. 

 B. Formal management education started in India in the late fifties and gained an impetus 

with the setting up of the Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and the Administrative 

Staff College of India in the early sixties. 

 C. In the formative years of the IIMs, the curriculum and philosophy of management 

education were borrowed substantially from the American business schools. 

 D. With the setting up of three more IIMs at Bangalore, Calcutta and Lucknow and the 

creation of university departments, management education has experienced an 

unparalleled growth in the last three decades. 

 (a) BADC (b) CBAD (c) BCAD (d) CADB 

 

23. A. In fact, the industry often blames the government for exercising excessive control through 

a plethora of rules and regulations. 

 B. Such a love-hate relationship between the industry and the government is clearly evident 

when managers and bureaucrats interact with each other. 

 C. During the course of its activities, the industry interacts with the government in 

innumerable ways. 

 D. On the other hand, the government holds the industry responsible for many of the 

economic problems, for not working within the framework of national priorities, and for 

failing to live up to the expectations of the society in general.  

 (a) CADB (b) BCAD (c) CDAB  (d) BACD 

 

24. A. If your company still thinks in terms of computerisation rather than creating and applying 

an infotech strategy, it is going to fall short of the leaders. 

  B. To be sure, the transition is still underway, with the universe of companies polarised 

between committed disciples and tentative converts: but opting out of the flow will be 

dangerous. 

 C. Once the tool of automatising routine operations, infotech is beginning to be recognised 

by corporate India as a critical means for gaining a competitive edge through information 

management. 

 D. No other weapon has increased its importance in the context of corporate strategy than 

infotech usage. 

  (a) DCBA (b) ABCD (c) BDCA (d) CADB 
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25. A. When the Russians, after a war in which they were belligerents for only one week, 

rammed ahead and without consulting their allies yanked half a billion worth of machinery 

out of Manchuria, we could not call this a one-sided move without making the 

misunderstanding worse.    

 B. Frank Sullivan an make all the fun he likes of the word, as he does when he has his 

mouthpiece Aunt Sarah say: ―I redeployed myself. Came down on the train unilaterally. 

Unilaterally? On one side of the Hudson.‖  

 C. For one-sided might mean merely that it benefited them, not China or the other allies – 

which is true, but not what it meant. 

 D. The word meant is unilateral, the exact way to describe an action taken by one side 

without consulting the other.  

 (a) BACD (b) ACDB (c)ABCD (d) ADCB 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves least similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

26. CRASH : COURSE 

 (a) rotten : apple (b) impromptu : speech 

 (c) private : eye (d) public : government 

 

27. SEMINAL : BIRTH 

 (a) nebulous : vagueness (b) terminal : death 

 (c) criminal : case (d) purgative : purity 

 

28. CANDELABRA : CANDLE 

 (a) scabbard : sword (b) holster : gun 

 (c) pricket : whip (d) vase : flowers 

 

29. LURCH : STAGGER 

 (a) lean : thin (b) cleft : fission 

 (c) knife : dagger (d) deft : adroit 

 

30. AMNESIA : MEMORY 

 (a) enmity : friend (b) death : life 

 (c) theft : valuables (d) amputation : limb 

 

Directions: In these questions, some part of a sentence has been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the one which completes the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

 

31. He has been in the field less than a year and in spite of his half-baked knowledge, he has 

already started commenting critically on the works of veterans. It is a case of _____. 

 (a)  the pot calling the kettle black 

 (b)  much ado about nothing 

 (c)  a rolling stone gathering too much moss 

 (d)  an empty vessel making more noise 

 

32. The Gambanis made a hostile takeover of a seemingly profit-making Chata enterprise, only 

to realize that the outgoing board has already sold most of the company assets. The 

Gambanis realized that _____. 

 (a)  theirs had been a pyrrhic victory (b) every cloud has a silver lining 

 (c)  all that glitters is not gold (d) discretion is the better part of valour 

 

33. A ship in a harbour is safe but that‘s not _____ . 

 (a)  a safe place (b) always because of the rough seas 

 (c)  the case with small boats (d) what they are meant for 

 

34. He has his face plastered across all the walls of the city with a list of self-proclaimed 

achievements. He even distributed handbills extolling his virtues. But naming the town library 

after himself was a tad too much. It seems that his _____. 
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 (a)  megalomania knows no bounds (b) pride will go before a fall 

 (c)  humility is suspect (d) name is a household word 

 

35. Browne‘s Urn Burial began as a treatise on the various methods of burial in different parts of  

England, but _____. 

 (a)  raised the dead instead 

 (b)  ended in a dissertation on the vanity of earthly hopes 

 (c)  the public did not like the concept of cremation 

 (d)  the Muslims raised a hue and cried 

 

Directions: Read the sentences given below and mark as the answer the pair of words that best fills 

the pair of blanks in each. 

 

36. The Andaman island‘s nomadic tribes have a very deeply ingrained _____ society and in day 

to day matters, the lady of the house always has the last _____ . 

 (a) tribal, word (b) humorous, laugh 

 (c) conservative, leftovers (d) matriarchal, say 

 

37. In spite of the giant _____ taken by science and scientists in this century, most scientific 

discoveries are still largely _____ and not planned. 

 (a) steps, hidden (b) strides, serendipitous  

 (c) advancements, propitious (d) progress, accidental 

 

38. Religious fundamentalism and the _____ that accompanies it, is perhaps the single biggest 

cause of _____ in the world. 

 (a) problems, tension (b) intolerance, unrest 

 (c) clash, fights (d) inhibition, suppression 

 

39. The rejection of the Paula Jones _____ by the court of law proves that the American people 

are more concerned about Clinton‘s public than private _____ . 

 (a) injunction, affairs (b) appeal, indiscretions 

 (c) case, peccadilloes (d) suit, performances 

 

40. Creativity is not the sole _____ of the educated and cultured; a humble potter in rural India 

might show it more than the famous _____ artist in the city whose ceramic sculpture sel ls for 

thousands of rupees. 

 (a) progeny, suave (b) property, potting 

 (c) prerogative, urbane (d) fiefdom, urban 

 

Directions: From the following sets of four sentences, choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise, grammatically, semantically and logically. 

 

41. (a) Two policemen have been arrested for alleged complicity in the incident. 

 (b) Two policemen have been arrested for alleged complications in the incident. 

 (c) Two policemen have been arrested for alleged accomplicity for the incident. 

 (d) Two policemen have been arrested for alleged complementation in the incident. 

 

42. (a) The anti-dowry law of the Indian Penalty Code was meant to be a weapon of 

empowerment of women. 

 (b) The anti-dowry law of the Indian Penal Code was meant to be a weapon of power for 

women. 

 (c) The anti-dowry law of the Indian Penal Code was meant to be a weapon of 

empowerment for women. 

 (d) The anti-dowager law of the Indian Penal Code was meant to be a weapon of 

empowerment for women. 

 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 26 

43. (a) The priests are highlighting all the issues that is taboo in the Catholic world, like 

repressive family planning. 

 (b) The priests are highlighting all the issues that are tabooed in the Catholic world like 

repressive family planning. 

 (c) The priests are highlighting all that is taboo in the Catholic world, like repressive family 

planning. 

 (d) The priests are highlighting all the issues that is taboo in the Catholic world like 

repressive family planning. 

 

44. (a) In a recession-hit economy, automobiles is easily the most affected sector. 

 (b) In a recessed economy, automobiles are easily the most affected sector. 

 (c) In a recession-hit economy, automobiles are easily the most affected sector. 

 (d) In a recession-hit economy, automobiles is easily the most-affected sector. 

 

45. (a) For the public sector, Vajpayee promised immediate steps running the entire gamut of 

imaginative restructurisation. 

 (b) For the public sector, Vajpayee promised immediate steps of running the entire gamut of 

imaginative restructuring. 

 (c) For the public sector, Vajpayee promised immediate steps of running around the entire 

gamut of imaginative restructuring. 

 (d) For the public sector, Vajpayee promised immediate steps running the entire gamut of 

imaginative restructuring. 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

46. KOSHER : PURE 

 (a) aristocratic : genteel (b) amanuensis : ameobiosis  

 (c) dexterous : dolt (d) slalom : greeting 

 

47. ZOMBIE : CATALEPTIC 

 (a) supreme : predatory (b) vampire : bloody 

 (c) leprous : untouchable (d) sleepwalker : somnambulistic 

 

48. DECLIVITY : ASCENSION 

 (a) proclivity : descend (b) depravity : purification 

 (c) anonymity : seclusion (d) chaos : pandemonium 

 

49. OVINE : EWE 

 (a) equine : horse (b) asinine : jenny 

 (c) bovine : bull (d) ermine : fur 

 

50. NARCOSIS : NARCOTICS  

 (a) halitosis : hail (b) symbiosis : sympathy 

 (c) sedation : sedative (d) mucosis : mucus 
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Exercise 3(A) 
 

Directions : For each of these question, select the word that comes closest in meaning to the given 

word, and mark it as the answer. 

 

1. CAPRICE : (a) eccentric (b) whim (c) lid (d) malice 

 

2. HEINOUS : (a) insulting (b) ugly (c) wicked (d) dark 

 

3. CAUSTIC : (a) discreet (b) creative (c) cheerful (d) biting  

 

4. CONDESCEND : (a) patronise (b) accomplish (c) harbour           (d) comprehend 

 

5. NURTURE : (a) substitute (b) foster (c) substantiate (d) cure 

 

6. BLITHE : (a) sacrosanct (b) obscure (c) cheerful (d) transparent 

 

Directions: For each question below, select the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the 

given word, and mark it as the answer. 

 

7. ADAMANT : (a) stubborn (b) vague  (c) harmful  (d) meek 

 

8. ROBUST : (a) weak (b) insensitive (c) healthy (d) graceful 

 

9. JUDICIOUS : (a) unjust (b) practical (c) imprudent (d) criminal 

 

10. ENSUE : (a) reverse (b) precede (c) enter               (d) compromise 

 

11. EGRESS : (a) rejection (b) slander (c) thirst (d) entrance 

 

12. CONTENTIOUS :  (a) amenable (b) philosophical  (c) fortunate   (d) tentative 

 

Directions: Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

 

13. hen, cock, cow, man, woman 

 (a) cock (b) cow (c) hen (d) woman 

 

14. wheat, rice, sugar, orange, beetroot 

 (a) wheat (b) sugar (c) orange  (d) beetroot 

 

15. chrome yellow, navy blue, bright red, moss green, baby pink 

 (a) chrome yellow (b) navy blue (c) bright red  (d) moss green 

 

16. yen, pice, rouble, dollar, pound 

 (a) yen (b) pice (c) rouble (d) pound 

 

17. vendetta, revenge, retaliation, destruction, rebut 

 (a) vendetta (b) revenge (c)  retaliation (d)  destruction 

 

18. shirt, coat, trousers, socks, shoes 

 (a) coat (b) trousers (c) socks (d) shoes 

 

Directions : Select the correct word or phrase in terms of grammar and idiom to complete the given 

sentence. 

 

19. The country's aviation plan seeks to link all major cities ----- 

 (a) with each other  (b) together  

 (c) with one another  (d) through the atmosphere 
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20. What passes ---- education today is just an exercise in memory building. 

 (a) in (b) for  (c) about (d) by 

 

21. ----- the northern frontier of India is the Himalayas. 

 (a) Along  (b) Above  (c) In  (d) About 

 

22. You can rely ---- him to carry out the task assigned to him. 

 (a) about   (b) on   (c) with   (d) over 

 

23. He is addicted ---- such vulgar books. 

 (a) about to read    (b) on reading (c) to reading (d) for reading 

 

24. If he were appointed, he ---- make a good captain. 

 (a) will  (b) shall   (c) could   (d) would 

 

Directions: Choose the most appropriate words/phrases from among the choices to complete the  

sentence with special reference to grammar, idiom and syntax.  

 

25. For the examination, he had to commit ............. memory the meaning of .......... three 

 thousand words. 

(a) into...... some (b) to....... over  (c) for....... about (d) to is........ all 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

26. 1.  They were first formed in the 1890s and 1860s when students met over cups of coffee and 

tea and discussed literature. 

 2.  After a period of decline in the 1960s, `frats' and sororities are once again becoming 

increasingly popular. 

 3.  Fraternities and sororities are an important part of American college life. 

 4.  In the 1960s, several universities banned `frats' and sororities as they were found to 

discriminate among students who applied for membership. 

 5.  Later they became more specialised some admitted only students of outstanding academic 

achievement, while others confined their memberships to students of a particular discipline, 

say, botany or physics. 

 (a) 2,4,1,5,3 (b) 3,2,1,4,5 (c) 5,2,1,3,4 (d) 3,1,5,4,2 

 

27. 1.  What would happen if the universe had, on the contrary, only one dimension? 

 2.  To specify the location of any particle or space point uniquely in relation to a fixed origin, 

we have to provide a set of three numbers called `co-ordinates'. 

 3.  This fantasy is often indulged in by mathematical physicists for the simple reason that the 

required mathematics often becomes much simpler. 

 4.  The universe, as we perceive it, has three space dimensions. 

 5.  For example, rotation is impossible in a one-dimensional universe, so there will be no 

angular momentum and consequently, the elementary particles will not carry any spin 

 (a) 4,1,3,2,5 (b) 4,2,1,3,5 (c) 2,4,1,5,3 (d) 1,4,5,3,2 

 

28. 1.  Even among smokers and others considered prone to life-threatening diseases, those who 

exercised daily had a lower death rate. 

 2.  Moderate exercise not only improves looks and makes one feel better, but also prolongs 

life. 

 3.  Those who walked daily for 45 minutes had a death rate one-quarter to one-third lower 

than that of sedentary men. 

 4.  This found that those who did regular exercise lived as many as five years longer. 

 5.  A comprehensive study was undertaken monitoring nearly 17,000 Harvard alumni. 

 (a) 5,2,1,3,4 (b) 1,3,5,3,1 (c) 2,5,1,3,4 (d) 2,5,4,3,1. 
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29. 1.  Interesting and satisfying work, however, remains our key selling point. 

 2.  Our company, Apple Computers Ltd., is India's largest producer of interactive computer 

systems. 

 3.  In order to obtain the best, we offer excellent working conditions and benefits. 

 4.  Therefore, we are looking for a number of highly talented documentation specialists to 

undertake a wide range of challenging assignments. 

 5.  Our software products demand the very best of software editors and writers to create 

outstanding documentation. 

 (a) 3,2,5,1,4 (b) 2,5,4,1,3 (c) 2,3,5,1,4 (d) 5,2,3,1,4 

 

30. 1.  It would have been so, even if it had not ended in a tie. 

 2.  That was during the 1960-61 tour of Australia by the West Indies. 

 3.  By all accounts it was a great match. 

 4. But that ending alone makes it a test to remember for years to come. 

 5.  Only once before in the 109-year-old history of Test cricket has a match ended this way. 

 (a) 5,3,2,4,1 (b) 3,5,1,2,4 (c) 4,1,5,2,3 (d) 3,1,4,5,2 

 

Directions : Choose as the correct answer the word or phrase which best fits in to result in a most 

meaningful sentence.  

 

31. He is much too ---- in his writings; he writes a full page when a single sentence would suffice. 

 (a) laconic     (b) generous (c) verbose     (d) assiduous 

 

32. In order to control the epidemic sweeping over the entire continent, ---- action by various 

governments is necessary. 

 (a) vital       (b) constant (c) brave       (d) concerted 

 

33. He was able to mislead the gullible with his ---- arguments.  

 (a) cogent      (b) wise (c) specious     (d) sordid 

 

34. ---- the many hours of practice I have put in, I have still not been able to get the feel of the 

game. 

 (a) After        (b) Despite (c) Because of   (d) Due to 

 

35. The publication of the book was timed to ----with the author's fiftieth birthday. 

 (a) coincide     (b) harmonise (c) terminate    (d) confuse 

 

36. The subject is so ---- that no one has ever succeeded even in defining it. 

 (a) pleasant     (b) elusive (c) viable       (d) slanderous 

 

Directions: Each question has a phrase or statement followed by four choices. Select the word 

which is closest in meaning to the given phrase or statement. 

 

37. A place where bees are kept 

 (a) aviary        (b) artifice  (c) diadem        (d) apiary 

 

38. Something short-lived 

 (a) ephemeral   (b) Epicurean (c) interim       (d) illusory. 

 

 

39. Interested only in money 

 (a) marmoreal     (b) mordant (c) mercenary    (d) munificent 

 

40. Scientific study of birds 

 (a) aviation      (b) ornithology (c) microbiology (d) supersonics 

 

41. A very light and thin material 

 (a) gossamer  (b) gazelle (c) coterie       (d) poultice 
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42. Mercy-killing of patients who are incurably ill 

 (a) circumspection  (b) benignity (c) euthanasia      (d) apoplexy 

 

Directions: After every pair of words, four choices of other pairs are given. Choose the pair which 

have very nearly a similar relationship with each other as the given pair. 

 

43. CAT : MOUSE 

 (a) dog : tail   (b) food : heat  

 (c) bird : worm   (d) lion : tiger 

 

44. PROJECTILE : TRAJECTORY 

 (a) bullet : rifle  (b) satellite : orbit  

 (c) summit : mountain    (d) ship : navigation 

 

45. CLOTH : TEXTURE 

 (a) house : residents  (b) paper : printing 

 (c) wood : grain     (d) story : theme 

 

46. DOG : CANINE 

 (a) man : mortal  (b) horse : equine  

 (c) water : dilute  (d) cow : timid 

 

47. TADPOLE : FROG 

 (a) plot : novel   (b) frog : fish  

 (c) caterpillar : butterfly   (d) bacteria : virus 

 

48. MODESTY : ARROGANCE 

 (a) debility : strength  (b) cause : purpose 

 (c) mountain : hill    (d) see : belief 

 

49. DENSE : SPARSE 

 (a) stupid : bald    (b) calm : silent  

 (c) inherent : innate  (d) populous : uninhabited 

 

50. WATCH : HOURGLASS 

 (a) tank :car   (b) motorcycle : scooter 

 (c) rifle : bow        (d) sun : planet 

 

Directions: Two sentences below are joined in three different ways and the beginnings of each 

composite sentence is given. Choose the ones which are syntactically, idiomatically and semantically 

correct. 

51. Wolsey lost the favour of his master. He was dismissed from his high offices. 

I. Having lost the favour of his master, Wolsey was dismissed … 

II. Wolsey was dismissed from his high offices after losing … 

III. Wolsey lost the favour of his master as he was dismissed … 

 (a) I & II (b) I only  (c) II only (d) I, II & III  (e) I & III 

52. Napoleon was one of the greatest of Generals. This is universally acknowledged. 

I. Napoleon the great General is universally… 

II. The great Napoleon is generally universally … 

III. Napoleon‘s greatness as a General is universally… 

 (a) I only (b) III only  (c) I & III (d) II & III  (e) I, II & III 

53. The Pathan took out a knife. His intention was to frighten the old man. 

I. The Pathan took out a knife to frighten…. 

II. The Pathan frightened the old man by... 

III. The Pathan with a knife frightened the old… 

(a) I & III (b) II only   (c) I & II (d) II & III  (e) I, II & III 
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54. Rama had a wide knowledge of the Business. Krishna had the necessary capital. 

I. Rama had a wide knowledge of the Business for which Krishna had the necessary… 

II. Krishna had the capital to complement Rama‘s knowledge… 

III. Krishna capitalized…  

(a) I only (b) II only (c) II & III (d) I & II  (e) I & III 

 

55. His majesty desired to kill Gulliver secretly. Various means were employed for this purpose. 

I. Various means were employed by his Majesty… 

II. His majesty tried to secretly kill Gulliver through various… 

III. His majesty variously tried to kill… 

(a) III only (b) II only (c) I only (d) I, II & III  (e) I, II  

 

Directions: Read the two sentences given below with the words in bold and mark as the answer  

(a)  if the use of the word in statement 1 is correct but in 2 is not. 

(b)  if the use of the word in statement 2 is correct but in 1 is not. 

(c)  if the use of the words in both sentences is correct. 

(d)  if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be correct if the words were 

interchanged 

(e)  if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect and cannot be corrected even if 

interchanged 

 

56. 1. It is incredible that you could have made such a  mistake. 

 2. I was incredulous when I heard that you had made such a mistake.   

 

57. 1. Some people have a mania for mountain climbing      

 2. Dorothy has only one phobia: spiders terrify her.     

 

58. 1. We had a continuous series of hot spells last summer. 

 2. Many plants and animals thrive in the continual  jungle heat.   

 

59. 1. The priest swung the censor.  

 2. The censor cut a scene from a movie.    

  

60. 1. I can see further than you can.      

 2. I have nothing farther to add. 
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Exercise 3 (B) 
 
Direction: In each of these sentences, a part of the sentence has been underlined. You have to 

replace the underlined part with the most appropriate choice from among the four options given.   

 

1. Believing that they had tumbled across a major spy-ring around India‘s space programme, 

The IB officials jumped the gun.   

 (a) IB officials ran away.  (b) IB officials gave a chase.  

 (c) IB officials jumped the gun.  (d) IB officials started before getting the signal. 

 

2. The son of a veteran socialist who always savages the party has suddenly made friends with 

the party leader. 

 (a) who always savages.  (b) who always attacks scathingly. 

 (c) who always vituperates. (d) none of the above. 

 

3. Ironically the case rests on two crucial documents which he provided to the agency when 

they began the inquiry.   

 (a) Ironically the case rests. (b) Ironically, the case rests.  

 (c) Ironically the case, rests. (d) Ironically, the case, rests. 

 

4. The thought of the island has been to seek not integration or the melting pot approach, but 

rather to promote unity through diversity. 

 (a) The idea of the island. 

 (b) The thought of the island. 

 (c) The ethos of the island.  

 (d) all of the above. 

  

5. The demeaning of Creole has been seen as part of an official policy to sideline anything 

regarded as of African origin, or tainted by association with slavery. 

 (a) of African origin, or.  (b) as African origin, or. 

 (c) as of African origin or. (d) as of African origin, or.  

 

Direction: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that part 

which contains a mistake.  

6. (a) As the couple did not evince  

 (b) interest on doing the same kind of work, 

 (c) so the work assigned to them  

 (d) was of a different nature.   

7. (a) The substance whose taste 

 (b) we feel first goes into solution 

 (c) on touching the taste buds  

 (d) thus excite sensory nerves which convey the impression to the brain. 

8. (a) The second five Year Plan 

 (b) sought to promote a pattern  

 (c) of development which would  

 (d) lead to the establishment of a socialist pattern of society.  

9. (a) The humanitarian work done  

 (b) by Mother Teresa  

 (c) has been universally and 

 (d) wholeheartedly lauded by all.  

10. (a) Being a cold, damp evening,  

 (b) I decided to stay at home 

 (c) and concentrate on my assignment, 

 (d) which I had to complete within the week. 
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Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

 

11. A. Yet they are as real as, if not more real than, actual historical personages and events. 

 B. A literary or historical reference often telescopes an incredible wealth of meaning into one 

word.  

 C. But if you can identify many of these allusions from significant clues that that suggest 

even a part of their rich content, it is pretty good presumptive proof that you know your 

way around in cultural history – which includes many characters who lived only in their 

creators‘ imaginations and numerous incidents which never happened. 

 D. It is a hard task to boil them down into a short cue phrase, and still convey anything like 

its full import. 

 (a) BDAC (b) BADC (c) BDCA (d) BCDA 

 

12. A. They share an aim: group solidarity and social control; and the same tricks of ritual, 

rhetoric and responses apply to each. 

 B. Kay likens the chief executive addressing middle managers to the leader at a political 

party conference, the priest at mass or the general with his troops. 

 C. But none of us should think for a moment that these incantations tell us anything about 

how to run a business.  

 D. Language – jargon, in particular – often becomes a weapon in the battle of the wits. 

 (a) ABCD (b) DBAC (c) DCBA (d) BCAD 

 

13. A. But the 16
th
 century has on its roster the names of several great artists who did something 

in mathematics, generally in architecture or in perspective. 

 B. His work as a painter and engraver is well known, but it was in his treatises on geometry, 

fortification, and human proportion that he showed his mathematical powers. 

 C. One man stands out with special prominence as a great artist and at the same time as a 

mathematician with distinctly new interests. 

 D. It is not often that the artist of today is a mathematician; the mathematician is more 

frequently an artist. 

 (a) ABDC (b) DCAB (c) DACB (d) ABDC 

 

14. A. To be sure, two of the successors of these tyrants, Kublai Khan and Timur, contributed to 

the better things of life, but in general the record of the Mongol invasions for two centuries 

is one of the blackest in all history. 

 B. His conquests and his son‘s included a considerable part of the civilised world from 

Northern China through Turkestan and Persia, and down to the banks of the Indus. 

 C. The son, Oktai, quite as brutal as his father, ravaged nearly half of Europe, and the result 

of the total conquest was the impoverishment of all the intellectual centres that were once 

the glory of central and western Asia. 

 D. If the Seljuk Turks had been intolerant in the 11
th
 and 12

th
 centuries, rendering difficult the 

leading of an intellectual life, the great Mongol scourge, led by Chingiz Khan between 

1206 and 1227, rendered such life well-nigh impossible.  

 (a) ADBC (b) BCAD (c) DBCA (d) DABC 

 

15. A. The top management needs to continuously test the second level of managers. 

 B. A human being is consistently subjected to stress and temptations in several areas such 

as the work-place, family get-togethers and social gatherings. 

 C. Therefore, subtle changes in individual needs, values and attitudes keep taking place. 

 D. Unless corrected, the organisation may be suddenly faced with deviant behaviour, oft 

repeated, from managers possessing a good past record.  

 (a) BDCA (b) DCBA  (c) ABCD (d) BCAD 
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16. A. A thorough knowledge of the path or course to be followed is essential for achieving 

success. 

 B. They should also light the path by personal example.  

 C. Advice tendered or help offered must be objectively evaluated for its effectiveness in 

achieving the desired goal; a display of arrogance or a false sense of self worth could 

prove dysfunctional. 

 D. Seniors must show the path clearly by laying down the precise expectations of the 

management in terms of job description, result areas and personal targets. 

 (a) ABCD (b) ACDB   (c) ADBC (d) DCBA 

 

17. A. He must learn to call bonds ‗debentures‘ and a payroll a ‗salary sheet‘. 

 B. He doesn‘t get a raise in salary, but a rise, and finally, that he has, not a white collar job, 

but a ‗black-coat position‘. 

 C. If an American junior executive goes to London, to work in the British branch of his firm, 

he finds that in a few respects, business speaks a different language over there.  

 D. Americans are not, as a rule, perfectly at home with British English. 

 (a) CDAB (b) DACB (c) CDBA   (d) DCAB 

 

18. A. Traditionally, the debt component of the standard project finance package has been of the 

full-recourse variety.  

 B. Sophisticated lenders have moved away from such inefficient modes of lending; best 

global practices require the extension of project finance largely on a non-recourse basis. 

 C. Diversification away from term-lending will force domestic lenders to experiment with the 

shape and structure of the basic loan. 

 D. The DFIs have had full recourse to even non-project-related assets as finance is 

extended either on the basis of the overall strength of the balance-sheet of the company, 

or on the basis of the guarantees of other group companies. 

  (a) CADB (b) ADBC  (c) DBCA (d) BCDA 

 

19. A. The real price of white and brown goods like refrigerators and television sets has actually 

fallen over the years. 

 B. This is simply a consequence of, among other things, improved productivity; The same 

applies to agriculture. 

 C. The farmers‘ argument that the price of agricultural products should be linked to the price 

index is, of course, wholly without substance. 

 D. What is of substance is that the prices of both agricultural products and of agricultural 

inputs should be related to world prices. 

 (a) CABD (b) ACBD (c) CBAD (d) CDAB 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves least similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

20. CATHARSIS : PURIFICATION 

 (a) sedentary : inert (b) consternation : dismay 

 (c) crestfallen : disgraced (d) salacious : libidinous 

 

21. COMITY : RUDENESS 

 (a) parity : unusual (b) restriction : freedom 

 (c) enable : prevent (d) firm : indecisive 

 

22. PRIM : PROPER 

 (a) nice : easy (b) day : night 

 (c) rest : peace (d) heaven : earth 

 

23. INVECTIVE : VITUPERATION 

 (a) temerity : nerve (b) wastrel : profiteer 

 (c) quest : search (d) fervid : ardent 
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24. BOHEMIAN : UNORTHODOX 

 (a) frantic : frenzied (b) grizzled : hoary 

 (c) lascivious : hungry (d) cantankerous : irritable 

 

Directions: In these questions, some part of a sentence has been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the one which completes the sentence correctly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

 

25. The fact that his wife had left him, coupled with the fact that the people had started to 

penetrate the veil of romantic secrecy with which Byron had surrounded himself only _____, 

turned the tide of public opinion against him. 

 (a)  in the last few years (b) to protect the interests of the public 

 (c)  to find a clay idol underneath (d) exposing himself more 

 

26. The judgement that this age is too practical for great ideals may only be a description of the 

husk that hides _______. 

 (a)  the musk (b) the real estate of society 

 (c)  the underlying cornices (d) a very full ear of corn 

 

27. Religious people who wonder how the same God who created the lamb _____, have hit upon 

the essential dichotomy between the ‗fire and brimstone‘ Old Testament and the ‗lead kindly 

light‘ New Testament of the Bible. 

 (a)  could have also created the tiger 

 (b)  could have deserted the world today 

 (c)  and has caused men to be non-vegetarians 

 (d)  and also the lamb chop 

 

28. Frankenstein, in his new movie avatar, is different from the monster we all know. Here, 

although he is still gruff and looks ferocious, his heart is in _____. 

 (a)  the right place (b) danger of getting a cardiac arrest 

 (c)  a weak spot (d) limbo unable to decide its ferocity 

 

29. The government holds the industry responsible for many of the economic problems; for not 

working within the framework of national priorities; and  for failing to live _____. 

 (a) within their means (b) life to the fullest 

 (c)  up to people‘s expectations (d) in with their partners 

 

Directions: Read the sentences given below and mark as the answer the pair of words that best fills 

the pair of blanks in each. 

 

30. The Delhi police has ordered the removal of all _____ from the car windows to combat the 

growing _____ of rapes inside such darkened cars. 

 (a) tints, incidences (b) stickers, occasions  

 (c) glass, incidents (d) films, proliferation  

 

31. Bangladesh has seen the highest number of acid attacks on women by rejected _____, 

jealous husbands and even venomous in-laws last year, which was, _____, supposed to be 

celebrated as the ‗Year of the Woman‘. 

 (a) lovers, also (b) suitors, ironically 

 (c) spouses, paradoxically (d) candidates, sarcastically 

 

32. Although the inventor of the _____ paper clip is unknown, we have much to thank him for; for 

one it is because of him that we see much less paper flying about today than we would 

_____! 

 (a) marvellous, like (b) eponymous, without  

 (c) useful, dislike (d) ubiquitous, otherwise 
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33. MGM Studios has finally gathered up the courage to _____ one of its own famous screen 

_____ of yesteryears, Tarzan, in the upcoming comedy, George of the Jungle. 

 (a) denounce, tearjerkers (b) spoof, icons 

 (c) parody, plays (d) kill, heroes 

 

34. The institutions of religion and public communication in every modern industrial nation are 

_____ with severe challenges in performing their _____ functions.  

 (a) confronted, traditional (b) beset, ceremonious 

 (c) attributed, allotted (d) fettered, mercurial 

 

Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

35. 1. There is no point in having three cement businesses in three different companies. 

 A. For instance if you have to sell a cement plant that Grasim industries owns and move it to 

another company, there is going to be capital gains, tax and stamp duty. 

 B. Individual companies within the group have to rationalise their businesses, and will have 

to be given a lot more autonomy in decision-making. 

 C. But you do have to cross lots of internal hurdles.  

 D. And it may be uneconomical to do so given the tax structure the government of India has. 

 6. So, there has to be a re-think on that if the government wants companies to be efficient. 

 (a) BCAD  (b) CDBA  (c) ABCD  (d) CDBA  

 

36. 1. The basic method of providing phrasal equivalents for a flock of specific verbs throws a 

good deal of light on the requirements for a true synonym. 

 A. You can also go around the world by flying, though there is no verb ‗circumfly‘ 

 B. But ‗go round‘ doesn‘t convey all the meaning in ‗circumnavigate‘ which is to ‗sail around‘. 

Go round is more general. 

 C. ‗Go round‘ gives a fairly precise substitute for ‗circle‘, and you can put it in the place of 

‗circumnavigate‘.. 

 D. And you‘d be more likely to say that the plane ‗circled‘ the field than that it went ‗round it‘. 

 6. Evidently a word acquires a certain ‗feel‘ as well as overtones of meaning, which call for 

the use of a particular word in a given context.     

 (a) ABCD  (b) BCAD  (c) CBAD  (d) CABD 

 

37. 1. Karl Marx calls his brand of socialism ‗scientific‘. 

 A. This, of course, presupposes a radical change in human nature, and belongs therefore to 

the realm of fancy.   

 B. This is to distinguish it from the so-called ‗rationalistic‘ socialism of Saint-Simon, Robert 

Owen and others. 

 C. The Utopian, or rationalistic socialism, draws a picture of an ideal society whose 

members behave ‗reasonably‘, so that unhappiness and injustice are banished.   

 D. Marxism, on the contrary, is devoid of idealistic colouring. 

 6. It merely states that the private capitalistic system is breaking down, and the next step in 

social evolution must inevitably be a collective ownership of the means of production by 

the proletariat. 

 (a) CBAD  (b) CBDA  (c) DABC  (d) BCAD 

 

38. 1. Shorn of sentiments, the transfer of power is just a de jure stamp on what has long been a 

reality. 

 A. China needs Hong Kong as desperately as Hong Kong needs China.  

 B. Whatever the press may say, China has very good economic and political reasons to let 

Hong Kong carry on with its way of doing business. 

 C. They survive and prosper because of each other, and China dare not erode the economic 

system that is its gateway to the world. 

 D. That the world‘s largest communist state has had a close, symbiotic, economic 

relationship between the world‘s most successful, freest and unadulterated capitalist 

enclave.  

 6. The economics is trade and investment that goes into China; the politics is Taiwan. 
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 (a) DCBA  (b) DACB  (c) BCDA  (d) ABCD 

 

39. 1. Kurosawa‘s films have projected an unmistakable Japanese vision, even as the technique 

and ironic style of his cinema crackles with an occidental vivacity. 

 A. Throughout his career, Kurosawa has had a penchant for adapting from western literary 

sources. 

 B. In ‗Macbeth‘, his vision of ambition, guilt and retribution stretches far beyond the bard‘s 

realm. 

 C. As played by Mifune, Macbeth is a man of many wounds, struggling to stem the bloody 

tide that his ambitions have let loose. 

 D. Among the director‘s post-Shakespearean inventions, was the pregnancy of Lady 

Macbeth.  

 6. So impressed was Laurence Olivier by Kurosawa‘s fertile interpolation that he wanted to 

borrow the idea for his stage production of the play. 

 (a) DCBA  (b) BACD  (c) ABCD  (d) CBAD 

 

40. 1. Yashwant Sinha‘s budget has been presented against the backdrop of a sharp fall in the 

government‘s finances. 

 A. Accordingly the basic purpose of the budget is to stabilise the fiscal health of the country. 

 B. A stimulus has also been provided to promote and revive industrial and overall growth. 

 C. Towards this end, Sinha has rationalised the structure of customs and excise duties. 

 D. He has also announced tax initiatives to facilitate corporate mergers and de-mergers. 

 6. It is only hoped that these measures will help rejuvenate the country‘s flagging economy. 

 (a) ADCB (b) BCDA (c) ABCD (d) ABDC 

 

Directions: In the following questions, each sentence has been broken up into four sections. Mark 

the section that has an error in it. 

 

41. Charles Correa, the father of modern Indian architecture,   designed buildings that have  

  a    b    c 

 earned him an international reputation and influenced an entire generation of artists and. 

    d 

 architects 

 

42. In order to make bus journeys safer, smoother and more enjoyable a number of operators  

       a     b    c 

 have hired consultants to suggest changes.  

     d 

 

43. In the middle half of the nineteen hundreds, the political values taught in the public and 

   a          b 

 private  schools did not change substantially from those celebrated in the first fifty years  

    c 

 of the republic. 

  d  

   

44. After all, the informed voter‘s evaluation of a party depends on the extent of precise  

    a       b 

 information he has of its policies so that he should gauge the relationship between  

              c 

 those policies and his conception of his own welfare. 

    d 

 

45. While the BJP seeks a modification of  the World trade Organisation rules in concert with  

    a        b 

 other developing nations, the Congress-I would prefer to work with industry to  

        c   

 smoothen the transition to an era of free trade. 

     d 
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Direction: In each of these sentences, a part of the sentence has been underlined. You have to 

replace the underlined part with the most appropriate choice from among the four options given.   

 

46. There are many phrases to which even specialists have not been able to find a certain 

explanation. 

 (a) many phrases of which even  (b) many phrases, to which even. 

 (c) many phrases to which even. (d) many phrases, to which, even. 

 

47. Pay raises in this concern were incidental on the state of the business as shown in the 

balance sheet at the close of the fiscal year.  

 (a) were incidental on the state.  (b) were contingent on the state.  

 (c) was incidental on the state.  (d) none of the above. 

 

48. For those who like variety, a fickle temper in a spouse is more endurable than a stolid one. 

 (a) variety a fickle temper.  (b) variety, a mercurial temper.    

 (c) variety a mercurial temper.  (d) variety, a fickle temper. 

 

49. Beyond the cliff lay only the gigantic reaches out of the ocean. 

 (a) the gigantic reaches out of.  (b) the mammoth reaches in.  

 (c) the vast reaches of.    (d) the gigantic reaches, of. 

 

50. The rebellious sailors at Kronstadt became heroes in the annals of the Russian Revolution.  

 (a) the enraged sailors.    (b) the rebellious sailors. 

 (c) the mutinying sailors.  (d) none of the above. 
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Exercise 4(A) 
 

Directions: For each of these questions, select the word that comes closest in meaning to the given 

word, and mark it as the answer. 

 

1. ABYSMAL : (a) fathomless (b) eternal (c) external  (d) sweet 

 

2. IRKSOME : (a) few (b) tireless (c) tedious   (d) lazy 

 

3. ANTEDILUVIAN : (a) antagonistic (b) impatient (c) primitive (d) cruel 

 

4. MALADROIT : (a) malicious (b) tactless (c) clever (d) unlucky 

 

5.   OPTIMUM : (a) hopeful (b) right quantity  (c) fragrant        (d) far-sighted 

 

6. RUSTIC : (a) bucolic  (b) humorous (c) conservative  (d) interior 

 

Directions : For each question below, select the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the 

given word, and mark it as the answer. 

 

7. BREVITY : (a) cowardice (b) verbosity (c) strength (d) oddity 

 

8. AFFLUENT : (a) tongue-tied (b) laconic  (c) poor (d) lean  

 

9. DEFUNCT : (a) extant (b) harmless (c) conversant (d) frustrating 

 

10. GREGARIOUS : (a) happy (b) greedy (c) recluse (d) incredible 

 

11. COEVAL : (a) preceding (b) plentiful (c) immodest (d) hot 

 

12. INTRINSIC : (a) eccentric (b) potent (c) acquired (d) vindictive 

 

Directions: Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

 

13. yodel, yokel, sing, scream 

 (a) yodel (b) yokel (c) sing (d) scream 

 

14. respect, revere, worship, believe 

 (a) respect (b) revere (c) worship (d) believe 

 

15. sword, arrow, dagger. trident 

 (a) sword (b) arrow (c) dagger (d) trident 

 

16. man, drone, bison, bull 

 (a) man (b) drone (c) bison (d) bull 

 

17. inch, foot, length, mile 

 (a) inch (b) foot (c) length (d) mile 

 

18. lupine, cervine, feline, proline 

 (a) lupine (b) cervine (c) feline (d) proline 

 

Directions: Select the correct word or phrase in terms of grammar and idiom to complete the given 

sentence. 

 

19. The fear of enclosed spaces ---- known as claustrophobia.  

 (a) are (b) is   (c) can be   (d) will be 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 40 

20. In the battle, the enemy forces were completely------ 

 (a) wiped out (b) wiped off (c) wiped over  (d) wiped up 

 

21. How I wish I ---- there when the event happened last month! 

 (a) should be (b) were (c) had been (d) would have been  

 

22. ---- the two, I would always trust the elder. 

 (a) Among (b) About   (c) Between (d) From 

 

23. The bank refused to cash your cheque because you ---- . 

 (a) did not sign it     (b) had not signed it 

 (c) would not sign it   (d) do not sign it. 

 

24. I cannot say who painted that picture because I am not very ---- modern art. 

 (a) familiar about    (b) familiar in (c) familiar with  (d) knowledge about 

 

Directions: Choose  the most appropriate words/phrases from among the given choices to complete 

the  sentence with special reference to grammar, idiom and syntax.  

 

25. Unlike all his other brothers who preferred salaried jobs, Albert had an ...........business and 

started a shop. 

 (a) attraction to  (b) aptitude for (c) affinity to (d) affliction for 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

26. 1.  What are these rupee notes really? 

 2.  Supposing you have to make a payment of  Rs.100, you can do so in rupee coins. 

 3.  They are a kind of money though they are made of paper instead of metal. 

 4.  The Government therefore permits you to make the payment in rupee notes. 

 5.  But they will be too heavy to carry. 

 (a) 4,1,3,5,2 (b) 1,3,5,2,4 (c) 2,5,4,1,3 (d) 2,3,5,4,1 

 

27. 1.  They are among the books list in the bibliography. 

 2.  But above all, I am indebted to the many correspondents from all parts of the English-

speaking world. 

 3.  I have thanked them all individually by letter, and I should have linked to print a list of their 

names. 

 4.  But they are too numerous. 

 5.  I have made full use of the opportunity to revise what I wrote before by alteration, by 

omission, and especially by the addition of new matter, and I have profited from reading 

books on kindred subjects. 

 (a) 4,2,3,1,5 (b) 5,1,2,3,4 (c) 4,1,3,2,5 (d) 5,3,2,1,4 

 

28. 1.  There is nothing here but sand and rock. 

 2.  These springs are few and far apart but  wherever there is one, green grass very soon 

covers the ground all around it. 

 3.  The sand is so hot that you cannot walk over it with your bare feet in daytime. 

 4.  A great part of Arabia is desert. 

 5.  Here and there in the desert are springs of water that come from deep down under the 

ground. 

 (a) 5,4,1,3,2 (b) 4,1,3,5,2 (c) 4,5,2,1,3 (d) 2,5,4,1,3 

 

29. 1.  And a tinker should take pride in mending even an old kettle better than any other tinker 

can. 

 2.  It is great thing to take pride in our work. 

 3.  For example, a cobbler should be determined to make better shoes than any other cobbler. 

 4.  Anything that is worth doing at all, is worth doing well. 
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 5.  Even in the humblest task, we should be ambitious to do it as well as we can, if possible 

better than anyone else. 

 (a) 2,4,5,3,1 (b) 4,1,5,3,2 (c) 5,4,2,3,1 (d) 3,5,2,4,1 

 

30. 1.  It would be more in place to try to convince them of the necessity to work and study. 

 2.  They are quite convinced that they are most desirable too. 

 3.  There is not much need of proving to most schoolboys that holidays are necessary. 

 4.  They would rightly have `earned' their holidays. 

 5.  They welcome a holiday from school with hilarious joy. 

 (a) 5,2,4,1,3 (b) 4,2,5,3,1 (c) 1,3,5,2,4 (d) 3,2,5,1,4. 

Directions: Choose as the correct answer the word or phrase which best fits in to result in a most 

meaningful sentence.  

 

31. Because the enemy had a reputation for engaging in sneak attacks, we were ---- on the alert. 

 (a) occasionally (b) frequently (c) constantly     (d) enigmatically 

 

32. Because we could not decide, we were ---- in our replies. 

 (a) firm          (b) noncommittal (c) candid       (d) synthetic 

 

33. The hot humid day made me feel completely ---and I sank back weakly in the bed. 

 (a) sedulous      (b) evasive (c) enervated     (d) nervous 

 

34. In its search for means of inducing sleep in the grievously sick, modern medicine has learnt a 

lot from the ---- compounds used by primitive people. 

 (a) medicinal     (b) soporific (c) analogous     (d) porous 

 

35. ---- that my uncle is, he can do just about everything. 

 (a) Pompous      (b) Impulsive (c) Optimistic   (d) Versatile 

 

36. After seven hours of listening to his interminable stories, we finally escaped from the ---- old 

man when the train reached the destination. 

 (a) grand         (b) garrulous (c) interesting   (d) emancipated 

 

Directions: Each question has a phrase or statement followed by four choices of words. Select the 

word which is closest in meaning to the given phrase or statement. 

    

37. General act of forgiveness on a national occasion 

 (a) benediction   (b) emancipation (c) investiture (d) amnesty 

 

38. Passing off someone else's writing as one's own 

 (a) copying (b) patenting (c) plagiarism (d) adaptation 

 

39. A lake of sea water 

 (a) archipelago (b) lagoon  (c) gorge (d) inundation 

 

40. The science of making watches 

 (a) graphology (b) morphology (c) aneroid (d) horology 

 

41. The right to vote 

 (a) ballot (b) electorate (c) franchise (d) graffiti 

 

42. A person who believes he is always ill  

 (a) maverick (b) metaphysics (c) neophyte (d) hypochondriac 
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Directions: After every pair of words, four choices of other pairs are given. Choose the pair which 

have very nearly a similar relationship with each other as the given pair. 

43. AUSTRALIA : KANGAROO 

 (a) India : lion  (b) Tibet : llama  

 (c) Europe : sea  (d) Brazil : coffee 

44. OIL : WELL 

 (a) animal : zoo  (b) water : ocean  

 (c) coal : mine  (d) cheese : milk 

 

45. HORSE : CENTAUR 

 (a) elephant : pachyderm   (b) fish : mermaid  

 (c) car : truck            (d) parrot : feather 

 

46. TEMPERATURE : PRESSURE 

 (a) centigrade : frequency  (b) heat : light 

 (c) isotherm : isobar  (d) sound : decibel 

 

47. SHIVER : COLD 

 (a) laugh : cry   (b) shudder : fear 

 (c) fight : bravery   (d) food : hunger 

 

48. SUN : SOLAR   

 (a) earth : terrestrial  (b) venus : beauty 

 (c) moon : crater    (d) star : comet 

 

49. COMPOSER : SYMPHONY 

 (a) mason : building  (b) architect : cathedral 

 (c) actor : drama    (d) carpenter : wood 

 

50. EYE : HEART 

 (a) car : liver   (b) head : foot 

 (c) ophthalmology : cardiology  (d) love : passion 

 

Directions: Read the passage below and fill in the blanks with the best alternative. 

 

Development plans have tended to (51) on industrial investment . The growth of industry depends 

however on (60) development in agriculture. A steady rise in  (57) on the farms where in almost all 

the low income countries a (56) of the labour force works, is an essential condition of (59) overall 

growth. (53) development of agriculture is also necessary to provide an (54) market for an (58) 

industrial sector and to feed the growing urban population without (55) the (52) of payments due to 

heavy food imports. 

 

51. (a) Concentrate (b) focus (c) aim (d) specify (e) target  

52. (a) Equilibrium (b) balance (c) position (d) likelihood (e) schedule  

53. (a) Satisfactory (b) affiliate (c) reasonable (d) incremental (e) extant 

54. (a) Adequate (b) reasonable (c) incremental (d) consistent (e)satisfactory 

55. (a) Loading (b) burdening (c) taking (d) ceding (e) breaking 

56. (a) Majority (b) part  (c) portion (d) minority (e) whole 

57. (a) Efficacy (b) input (c) productivity  (d) income (e) growth  

58. (a) Expanding (b) burgeoning (c) booming (d) growing (e) flourishing 

59. (a) Amazing (b) an (c) all-round (d) outgrowth (e) rapid 

60. (a) Previous (b) committed (c) consistent (d) concomitant (e) similar 
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Exercise 4(B) 
 

Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

1. 1. The words ‗probable‘ and ‗probability‘ are used in various ways. 

 A. Degrees of probability are assigned to scientific hypotheses only in terms of more and 

less; thus the Darwinian theory is regarded as more probable than the account of creation 

given in the Book of Genesis. 

 B. There are other contexts in which the words ‗probable‘ and ‗probability‘ are used, as in 

speaking of ‗probable errors‘ of measurement, and so on, but the above three may be 

taken as the most important and typical uses of the terms. 

 C. We say that the probability that a tossed coin will show heads is ½; that the probability 

that a 25 year old woman will survive her twenty-sixth birthday is .971; and that, on the 

present evidence, it is highly probable that Einstein‘s Theory of Relativity is correct. 

 D. The theory of probability is commonly regarded to have begun with the correspondence 

between Blaise Pascal and Pierre de Fermat over the proper division of the stakes in an 

interrupted game of chance. 

 6. In connection with the study of probability, in 1662 Captain John Graunt published a 

discussion of the chances of getting particular numbers while rolling dice.  

 (a) DABC (b) ABCD (c) CBAD (d) CABD 

 

2. 1. To seek the origin of the story, let us become children first. 

 A. Wherever primitive men are found, there we see them gathering eagerly around the story-

teller. 

 B. We note, in the development of any normal child, that there comes a time when for his 

stories he desires knights, giants, elves, fairies, witches, magic and marvellous 

adventures which have no basis in experience.  

 C. To these instincts and the innate love for a story that man has, we are indebted to all our 

literature.  

 D. In the halls of our Saxon ancestors and in the bark wigwams of the American Indians, the 

scop and the tale-bringer are always ever the most welcome guests. 

 6. He tells extraordinary tales, which may be only the vague remembrances of a dream or 

the creations of a drawing imagination, - both of which are as real to his listeners as any 

other part of life.  

 (a) BCAD (b) ABCD (c) BDCA (d) CDBA 

 

3. 1. The outflows represent a major problem for CESC and are a primary factor behind the 

company‘s liquidity problems. 

 A. On the other hand, receivables from CESC, mainly from government institutions are at 

nearly 30 per cent of annual revenues, with little prospects of immediate recovery. 

 B. There would thus be a surplus for CESC when the Budge Budge power station, the 

company‘s first and real and long awaited expansion runs at optimum capacity. 

 C. It is only when its proposed 1,500 MW IPP at Balagarh in West Bengal comes on stream, 

that sale of power from the SEB will be adjusted. 

 D. CESC buys power of up to 50 per cent over its own capacity to keep power flowing, and 

its agreement with WBSEB is such that even after the first phase  of its new project at 

Budge Budge (capacity 500 MW in two phases) comes through next month, it will have to 

continue buying power from WBSEB. 

 6. Much of CESC‘s performance will thus depend on its Budge Budge project, which a year 

from now is expected to boost earnings because of augmented capacity. 

 (a) ABCD (b) ADBC (c) DCBA (d) ABDC 
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4. 1. The exchange was asking for personal covenants from the dominant shareholders or 

partners of its corporate or partnership firm members in favour of the exchange as well as 

the National Securities Clearing Corporation, in the form of personal or corporate 

indemnity bonds. 

 

 A. The reason why NSE chose such a measure was that it had been observing cases where 

defective securities were being intenationally introduced by certain members. 

 B. To be invoked only when the members fail to clear their outstanding dues with the 

clearing corporation, they would enable NSE to attach the personal assets of the relevant 

directors or shareholders of the member-firms.    

 C. A section of NSE members from Delhi and Calcutta have vehemently protested against 

the exchange‘s move, arguing that the unlimited personal liability for corporate members 

goes against the concept of a limited liability company. 

 D. When unscrupulous operators saw the commencement of depository operations last 

October, they knew their days were over, so a large chunk of defective shares was 

introduced in the market at that time which is now coming back as company objections.  

 6. The argument is that the clause will violate the provisions of the memoranda and articles 

of association of corporate members. 

 (a) BDAC (b)BCDA (c) ABCD (d) BADC 

 

5. 1. Consumer reactions must be measured in a market context – it‘s the difference between a 

boxer hitting a punching bag in the gym, and actually fighting in the ring. 

 A. Companies sometimes balk at the depth of data required.   

 B. Bond points out that it would not take into account certain market realities; consumers 

can‘t consume a product, unless they can first get it, so issues like the quality of 

distribution matter. 

 C. Market data have to come from the client – the percentage of retailers the company will 

cover and the penetration level will have to be considered, besides ad spend, promotions 

planned, probable reactions from competitors and special category characteristics like 

seasonality. 

 D. With consumer reactions in hand, a figure for final tonnage could be arrived at simply by 

estimating the percentage of those who buy it, and how much, along with the percentage 

of those who would repeat the purchase, their frequency of purchase and in what 

quantities. 

 6. If you tend to treat market research like magic, you tend to lose credibility. 

 (a) DBCA (b) ACDB (c) DCBA (d) ACBD 

 

6. 1. For almost half a century, no one – least of all the government– cared about what people 

thought of our goods or services. 

 A. The key issue is this: do we, at all, need to sell the Made in India label or do we need to 

sell our products? 

 B. That we plan to promote our country‘s products, instead of constantly complaining about 

tariff and non-tariff barriers or grudging the lack of preferential treatment given to us or 

cribbing about the injustices done to us, suggests that we are on the right track. 

 C. It is good that finally we are acknowledging the presence of the other economies in the 

world – and the need to interact with them in ways other than by organising conferences 

and develop a cohesive strategy too. 

 D. This is a country of other-worldly things: a country that sells dreams; sadly, many of them 

are hawked to its own countrymen. 

 6. Unless the label is good enough – and is associated with a considerable amount of brand 

equity – the wares that we present to consumers in overseas markets is unlikely to attract 

them.     

 (a) ABCD (b) DACB (c) CBDA (d) BDCA 
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7. 1. The breadth of experimentation must be related to the degree of unknowability that 

confronts the firm. 

 A. But the goal is not just to develop perfect strategies that take us in the right direction and 

then, progressively refine them by rapid experimentation and adjustment. 

 B. The more experimentation, the faster a company can understand precisely which 

strategies are likely to work.   

 C. We should spend less time working on strategy as a thing and more time working to 

understand the secret preconditions that give rise to it.  

 D. The best way to create wealth for employees and stockholders is to renew our 

commitment to developing and executing innovative strategies.    

 6. Science is closing in on the deep secrets of our life; we must redouble our efforts to close 

in on the deep secrets of corporate vitality.  

 (a) BDAC (b) ADBC (c) BCAD (d) CBAD 

 

Directions: In the following questions mark the section that has an error in it.  

 

8. In the new environment, what will matter most is  financial power and the ability to offer diverse  

   a   b            c               d 

 and innovative products. 

 

9. Practising progressive muscular relaxation, like contracting and relaxing the muscles of the  

   a              b 

 different areas of the body  strengthen the neural connections too.  

   c         d 

       

10. I like both further and farther as I have never been able to tell which is which and why one is  

   a               b     c 

 further or farther than the other. 

              d 

     

11. Some women acknowledge the fact that their principal goal in life is to dress well, but such 

    a     b    c 

 a principal is not guaranteed to lead to spiritual salvation. 

   d 

    

12. Political pundits have been able to correctly prophecy results of Election ‘98, but one wonders 

  a     b     c 

 whether the outcome will hold good for long.    

    d 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

13. GUILLOTINE : EXECUTION 

 (a) yardarm : ship (b) cycle : transportation 

 (c) awl : hole (d) hanging : rope 

 

14. YAWL : SHIP 

 (a) raft : air (b) glider : aeroplane 

 (c) behemoth : mammoth (d) cart : barrow 

 

15. YOKEL : RUSTIC 

 (a) loud : understated (b) dear : inexpensive 

 (c) demure : demur (d) restive : restless 

 

16. ENNUI : INTEREST 

 (a) jaded : perky  (b) disinterest : zest 

 (c) rest : gambol (d) boredom : frolic 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 46 

17. PULCHRITUDE : PUTRID 

 (a) rottenness : fester (b) pusillanimity : cowardice 

 (c) comeliness : rancid (d) beauty : attractiveness 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves least similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

18. AVANT : GARDE 

 (a) sine : die (b) haute : coture 

 (c) bete : noire (d) suo : mota 

 

19. HERMETIC : IMPERVIOUS 

 (a) kinetic : motile (b) lackadaisical : pathetic  

 (c) materialistic : worldly (d) perambulatory : mobile 

 

20. CLINCH : SECURE 

 (a) wench : protected (b) flinch : wince 

 (c) pinch : pilfer (d) cinch : sash 

 

21. CAREEN : SWAY 

 (a) veer : swerve    (b) lean : tilt 

 (c) waver : vary (d) oscillate : supplicate 

 

22. DISSOLUTE : MORALS 

 (a) noisome : silence (b) dowdy : resplendence 

 (c) distraught : equanimity (d) rude : manners 

 

Direction: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that part 

which contains a mistake.  

 

23. (a) Hamlet‘s whispers echoed through 

 (b) the palace and sent shivers 

 (c) down Gertrude‘s spine as  

 (d) she kneeled at her prayer in the cold comfort of her room.  

 

24. (a) The refugees pitched their tent on 

 (b) on a level piece of land 

 (c) in the lee of a high hill that 

 (d) cast some shelter from the wind.  

 

25. (a) The boy who has been taught at home 

 (b) that it is wicked to swear easily 

 (c) loses this belief when he finds that 

 (d) the senior who he most admires is addicted to blasphemy.  

 

26. (a) Most political leaders acquire their 

 (b) position by causing a large number 

 (c) of people to believe that these 

 (d) leaders were actuated by their altruistic desires.  

 

27. (a) Due to the complicated nature of 

 (b) the case, the jury took more time 

 (c) than usual before deciding 

 (d) the outcome. 
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Direction: In each of these sentences, a part of the sentence has been underlined. You have to 

replace the underlined part with the most appropriate choice from among the four options given.   

 

28. All the firms have a panel of brokers through whom they transact deals and build databases.  

 (a) brokers through whom they. (b) brokers through which they.  

 (c) brokers, through whom they. (d) brokers, through which they. 

 

29. The Americans and Russians accuse each other of propitiating the Germans. 

 (a) of appeasing the Germans. (b) of propitiating the Germans. 

 (c) of, appeasing the Germans. (d) of, propitiating the Germans. 

 

30. In the main, slang is derisive, or at least derogatory. 

 (a) Mainly (b) In the main (c) Usually (d) Principally 

 

31. Media barons, hit by a wave of reverses triggered by a general economic slowdown and a 

consequent slump in advertising, are veering round to the view that the going has never 

been so tough.  

 (a) was easier.   (b) has never been more tough. 

 (c) has never been as tougher. (d) has never been so tough.   

 

32. To satisfy the urges of creative ideology, the party will initiate a national debate on the 

presidential system of government. 

 (a) presidential system of government (b) prudential form of governance. 

 (c) presidential system of governing.  (d) presidential form of governing. 

 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

 

33. A. While the Germans are aware that a delay will only make the DM stronger and hurt its 

competitiveness, other states like Italy which have lobbied long and hard to join in 1999 

know that the interest rates will rise and damage their economies further. 

 B. Yet, the inevitable is round the corner as the EU knows it will pay too high a price for 

putting off monetary union any further.  

 C. The latest Eurobarometer of public opinion shows the German worker is not part of a 

distrustful minority. 

 D. In at least six member-states, those against the Euro outnumber the ayes, and as a whole 

a third of those canvassed in the EU are not in favour of a single currency. 

 (a) ABCD (b) DCBA (c) CDBA (d) CDAB  

 

34. A. With both state-owned and private corporations floundering in marketing their issues, it is 

obvious that wooing institutional investors internationally is part science, part art. 

 B. To get the best out of your lead managers, hunt for specialists: usually, each investment 

banker possesses a particular expertise in handling industry-specific issues, or has a 

special ability to tap investors in specific geographical areas. 

 C. Choosing the right syndicate of investment bankers to manage a GDR issue is critical, for 

the men in pinstripes are the ones who take decisions on how an issue is priced, and 

when it should be marketed. 

 D. One half of a successful issue of world paper lies in planning each element of its launch 

with the precision of an aircraft designer, and the other rests in implementing them boldly, 

and imaginatively, like a flier. 

 (a) ABCD (b) ADCB (c) BCAD (d) DCBA 

 

35. A. In the Beginning therefore, the spiral curve and the mathematical laws of physics are 

found everywhere present. 

 B. Then come the conics to determine the paths of the cooling bodies, followed by the 

regular or semiregular polyhedrons as representing the mathematical habits inherited by 

various molecules. 

 C. We are struck by the fact that the originally molten heavenly bodies obey various physical 

laws which we commonly express in mathematical language, and that they finally tend to 
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move in elliptic paths about some larger mass or to trace a parabola seemingly from the 

infinite into our solar system and back again. 

 D. As they cool we find that the minerals which compose these heavenly bodies acquire 

certain habits, such as the molecules of carbon combining to produce a diamond crystal 

in the shape of a regular octahedron and those of silica forming hexagonal prisms with 

pyramidal ends. 

 (a) DCBA (b) ADBC (c) CDAB (d) ABDC 

 

36. A. The sequence of thoughts in such free association is often quite significant, and some 

psychiatric techniques make use of it to know a person‘s character. 

 B. Conversely, if a person‘s character is sufficiently well-known beforehand, the flow of that 

person‘s stream of consciousness can be traced or even anticipated. 

 C. There seem to be some laws governing reverie, but they are not studied by logicians; the 

laws that describe the movements of the thoughts in reverie are psychological, not 

logical, principles. 

 D. The insight into people‘s characters gained by penetrating the flow of their streams of 

consciousness is the basic of a very effective literary technique pioneered by James 

Joyce in his novel Ulysses. 

  (a) DCBA (b) CABD (c) DBAC (d) CDAB 

 

37. A. If your company is involved in ISO 9000, then you definitely have no idea what it is. 

 B. As predicted, it was a frenzy of labelling and documenting: slow-moving employees would 

go home at night, and soak in the bathtub to remove the labels slapped on their bodies by 

over-zealous co-workers. 

 C. The theory: a group of bored Europeans had a few too many Heinekens, and decided to 

play an elaborate prank on the big companies of the world; the inebriated Europeans 

correctly figured that any silly ass management technique could become an international 

craze if they could only keep a straight face when telling people about it. 

 D. Their idea was that if companies documented every process and job descriptin in the 

organisation, this could solve a big problem that the businesses have: that is, what to do 

with all that spare time. 

 (a) ACDB (b) CDBA (c) BDCA (d) ABCD 

 

38.  A. But India‘s poor, and unprofessionally-managed infrastructure coupled with its slow-

moving bureaucracy, are not only impeding exports, but also discouraging transnationals 

from setting up operations here.   

 B. The $38.40-billion Hewlett-Packard has decided to shift investments to the tune of $400 

million to manufacture components for inkjet printers from India to China and Malaysia as 

our infrastructure facilities would not support the investment. 

 C. If the government wants to make India a leading industrial destination in Asia, it will have 

to develop infrastructure facilities on a war footing.  

 D. Moreover, the government should make an earnest effort to send out the right signals to 

global investors, and eliminate irritants similar to the ones suffered by Enron and 

Cogentrix. 

 (a) ABCD (b) DCBA (c) BCDA (d) CBDA 

 

39. A. Some of these beliefs might be that ―all new drugs are dangerous until they have been on 

the market for ten years;‖ ―My neighbour, Mrs. Jones isn‘t going to use the vaccine, and 

neither am I since she‘s always right about these things.‖ 

 B. While you would not disbelieve or disregard people‘s intelligence, rationality, and self-

interest, you would also believe that many behaviours are rooted in socio-cultural norms, 

values, and beliefs that must be changed in order for them to accept and use the vaccine. 

 C. On the other hand, if you held a normative-re-educative belief about changing, you would 

do additional things.  

 D. Holding to the second strategy of changing, you would assume that norms and values 

had to be changed, in addition to making the information available to the public. 

 (a) CBAD (b) ABCD (c) CDBA (d) BACD 
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40. A. But it is not uncommon for a significant amount of dysfunctional energy to be spent in 

competition, misunderstanding, miscommunication, and misperception between groups  

 B. The goals of team-building activities are to increase communications and interactions 

between work-related groups, to reduce the amount of dysfunctional competition, and to 

replace a parochial independent point of view with an awareness of the necessity for 

interdependence of action calling on the best efforts of both groups. 

 C. Organisational reward structures often encourage such behaviour through emphasis on 

unit goal attainment as contrasted with total-organisation goal attainment. 

 D. Organsiation development methods should instead provide ways of increasing intergroup 

cooperation and communication.    

 (a) ABDC (b) ABCD (c) BACD (d) CDAB 

 

Directions:  In these questions, some part of a sentence has been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the one which completes the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

 

41. Part of the problem in combating dehydration is that thirst is a poor indicator of bodily needs. 

Even though people might drink till they are satisfied, _____. 

 (a)  their bodies might still crave more 

 (b)  they might not be sated 

 (c)  it is not enough to hydrate them 

 (d)  they might still need intravenous re-hydration 

 

42. _____ comprising teenagers and young adults, tend to treat their bodies as if they were 

immortal, not realizing the risks they take in the quest to be competitive and successful. 

 (a)  People of all types (b) People in the prime of life 

 (c) The yuppies (d) Credit card holders 

 

43. My mother has now become an excellent and caring teacher for my children. Her past 

difficulties have been transformed into _____. 

 (a)  present ones for them (b) a very good thing for my kids 

 (c) indispensable lessons for them (d) child care lessons for her 

 

44. Civility can flourish, but only if the nice guys _____. 

 (a)  decide to spread that quality around (b)decide to change for the better 

 (c) want it to (d) make a complete turnaround in thinking 

 

45. Although Pauline had terminal cancer, she decided to tour the entire world. She had decided 

to live _____. 

 (a) on for a few more years (b) with her disease forever 

 (c) in various parts of the world (d) life to the fullest 

Directions: From the following sets of four sentences, choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise, grammatically, semantically and logically. 

46. (a) This countdown to the World Cup football features profiles international stars and 

favourite teams besides providing current updates and news. 

 (b) This countdown to the World Cup football profiles international stars and favourite teams 

besides providing current updates and news. 

 (c) This countdown to the World Cup, football features, profiles international stars and 

favourite teams besides, providing current updates and news. 

 (d) This countdown to the World Cup football features profiles international stars and 

favourite teams  and besides providing current updates and news. 

47. (a) Propriety demands that no policy decisions are to be taken during the tenure of the 

interim minister. 

 (b) Propriety demands that no policy decisions be taken during the tenure of the intervening 

minister. 

 (c) Propriety demands that no policy decisions should be taken during the tenure of the 

interim minister. 

 (d) Propriety demands that no policy decisions be taken during the tenure of the interim 

minister. 
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48. (a) If the heritage option was given due importance, Calcutta would emerge as a popular 

destination for European tourists because a lot of their history is buried here. 

 (b) If the heritage option is given due importance, Calcutta can emerge as a popular 

destination for European tourists because a lot of their history is buried here. 

 (c) If the heritage option was given due importance, Calcutta would have emerged as a 

popular destination for European tourists because a lot of their history is buried here. 

 (d) If the heritage option had been given due importance, Calcutta could emerge as a 

popular destination for European tourists because a lot of their history is buried here. 

49. (a) Since the early ‗80s, the defence forces annual reports have been guardedly articulating 

the view that China was India‘s most potent threat. 

 (b) Since the early ‗80s, the defence forces‘ annual reports have been guardedly articulating 

the view that China was India‘s most potently threatening neighbour. 

 (c) Since the early ‗80s, the defence forces‘ annual reports have been guardedly articulating 

the view that China was India‘s most potent threat. 

 (d) Since the early ‗80s, the defence force annual reports have been guardedly articulating 

the view that China was India‘s most potential threat. 

50. (a) India‘s ruling party wants the best of both worlds—effective governance without 

succumbing to the allurements of power and office. 

 (b) India‘s ruling party wants to have the best of both worlds—effective governing without 

succumbing to the allures of power and office. 

 (c) India‘s ruling party wants to have the best of both worlds—effective governance without 

succumbing to the lures of power and office. 

 (d) India‘s ruling party wants to have the best of both—effective governance without 

succumbing to the allurements of power and office. 
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Exercise 5(A) 
 

Directions : For each question below, select the word among the given choices which is closest in 

meaning to the given word. 

 

1.  ADMONITION : (a) speech (b) guilt (c) warning (d) firmness 

 

2. IMPECCABLE : (a) faultless (b) rough (c) barren (d) keen 

 

3. DEPRECATE : (a) lesson (b) denounce (c) devalue (d) annoy 

 

4. INANITY : (a) anonymity (b) foolishness (c) swamp (d) cruelty 

 

5. INTER : (a) carry (b) interfere (c) speak (d) bury 

 

6. AMENABLE : (a) responsive (b) prominent (c) curious (d) tolerant 

 

7. CHAGRIN : (a) intuition (b) tolerance (c) gloom         (d) despair 

 

Directions: For each question below, select the word among the given choices which is nearly 

opposite to it in meaning. 

 

8. DEARTH : (a) scarcity (b) quietness (c) birth              (d) abundance 

 

9. INDIGENOUS : (a) disgusting (b) alien (c) earthy (d) native 

 

10. AMORPHOUS : (a) opaque (b) concrete (c) undefined (d) partial 

 

11. OPULENCE : (a) wealth (b) laziness (c) shame (d) penury 

 

12. DISCRETE : (a) careless  (b) continuous (c) cautious (d) separate 

 

13. COHESIVE : (a) detached (b) yielding (c) sticking (d) keen 

 

14. ACUMEN : (a) greediness (b) cleverness (c) argument (d) folly 

 

Directions: Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

 

15. army, corps, brigade, division, company 

 (a) army (b) corps (c)  brigade  (d) company 

 

16. dermatologist, neurologist, obstetrician, dentist, oculist 

 (a) oculist  (b) neurologist (c) obstetrician (d) dermatologist 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

17. 1.  This would, in turn, necessitate a knowledgeable and data-based conceptualisation of 

future trends. 

2.  But such assessment cannot just be a linear extrapolation of current trends. 

3.  It must therefore make certain assessments about the future. 

4.  Policy formulation involves a strategy to shape the future in a preferred direction. 

5.  Such forecast has to be based on a careful evaluation of trends in different areas relevant 

to the goals. 

(a) 2,5,4,3,1 (b) 3,2,1,4,5 (c) 4,1,5,3,2 (d) 5,2,4,3,1. 
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18. 1.  China uses twice as much energy per tonne of steel as Japan does. 

 2.  Two-third of the total production is manufactured in China, Japan, the Soviet Union, the 

United States and West Germany. 

 3.  The efficiency of production is measured by  the energy used per tonne of steel produced. 

 4.  80% of the world's steel is made in just 15 countries. 

 5.  Of these, Japan is them most and China the least efficient manufacturer. 

 (a) 3,1,2,4,5 (b) 4,2,5,3,1 (c) 5,2,1,4,3 (d) 4,1,5,2,3. 

 

19. 1.  Rail services are out of question because of  their initial high capital cost. 

 2.  Because this results in higher consumption of petroleum products, resulting in larger drain 

of foreign exchange which these countries cannot afford. 

 3.  Developing countries face a particularly difficult task in providing transportation services. 

 4.  But failing to provide mass transportation costs dearly if, as it often happens, the lack of 

service is made up privately with motorcars. 

 5.  Strapped in debt and under pressure from International Monetary Fund to cut domestic 

expenditure, budgets for providing additional bus services are reduced. 

 (a) 3,5,1,4,2 (b) 5,1,3,2,4 (c) 3,4,5,2,1 (d) 1,5,3,2,4 

 

20. 1.  Political leaders then device the policies and shape the priorities to move society in that 

direction. 

 2.   Because change requires both intellectual and political innovation. 

 3.  During the long stretches of history when social change was so slow as to be scarcely        

perceptible, there was little need for leadership. 

 4.  Intellectual leadership identifies the need for change and determines in what direction  

society should move. 

 5.  But times of rapid change require wise leadership. 

 (a) 3,4,2,1,5 (b) 5,2,1,3,4 (c) 2,5,4,1,3 (d) 3,5,2,4,1. 

 

21. 1.  The partition of the country only accentuated some of the chronic shortages. 

 2.  The overall socio-economic situation at the time of independence was dismal. 

 3.  The attention of the new Government had to be concentrated initially to overcome these 

short ages. 

 4.  After long period of colonial exploitation, India emerged as an independent nation only in 

1947. 

 5.  Appalling poverty, recurrent famines, low expectation of life and low literacy rate were some 

of the well known characteristics of the economy. 

 (a) 2,5,4,1,3 (b) 3,1,5,2,4 (c) 4,2,5,1,3 (d) 1,5,4,2,3 

 

Directions: Select the correct word or phrase in terms of grammar and idiom to complete the given 

sentence. 

 

22. Having been fed up --- the routine life, I took leave for two months and went --- an extended 

trip. 

 (a) about -- for (b) on -- through (c) with -- on (d) with -- with 

 

23. Your father will be angry --- you when he comes to know --- your marks 

 (a) on --- about (b) with --- of (c) to --- by (d) about --- about 

 

24. Being totally devoid --- common-sense, he commits repeated errors. 

 (a) about (b) in (c) with (d) of 

 

25. The indefatigable social worker insisted ----taking ---- everyone's grievances with the 

concerned authorities. 

 (a) about --- out (b) on --- up (c) with --- on (d) on --- on 

 

26. ---- their old house, they have moved into a bigger ---- 

 (a) Since vacating --- house (b) In vacating --- house 

 (c) Vacating --- one (d) They have vacated --- choice 
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27. The shopkeeper's specialty is dealing ---- old books. 

 (a) over (b) with    (c) out    (d) in 

 

28. She added ---- the figures twice, ---- to make sure that the total was correct. 

 (a) to --- so      (b) on --- so that (c) up --- so as (d) on so --- as 

 

Directions: Select the pair among the choices which have a relationship between themselves which 

is similar to the relationship between the given pair.  

 

29. PETROL : GASOLINE 

 (a) motor : car      (b) coal : coke 

 (c) torch : light   (d) lorry : truck 

 

30. GANDER : GOOSE 

 (a) frog : tadpole   (b) duck : drake  

 (c) lion : cub    (d) chicken : hen 

 

31. MONTH : MARCH 

 (a) novel : title      (b) Cinema : name 

 (c) city : Tokyo       (d) play : Shakespeare 

 

32. ATTENTIVE : OFFICIOUS 

 (a) help : interference  (b) nurse : doctor 

 (c) subject : duty      (d) citizen : authority 

 

33. BODY : PHYSIOLOGY 

 (a) Butterfly : etymology  (b) brain : neurology 

 (c) horoscope : horology   (d) animals : biology 

 

Directions: Select the pair among the choices which do not have a relationship between themselves 

which is similar to the relationship between the given pair. 

 

34. DIAMONDS : NECKLACE 

 (a) pages : book      (b) flowers : bouquet 

 (c) leather : shoe     (d) rooms : house 

 

35. TITAN : GIANT 

 (a) maverick : non-conformists (b) expert : virtuoso 

 (c) midget : dwarf  (d) elephant : big 

 

36. ROUND : CIRCLE 

 (a) spherical : globe   (b) oblong : ellipse 

 (c) square : rectangle (d) sharp : cone 

 

37. DECADE : SCORE 

 (a) triangle : hexagon  (b) two : four 

 (c) square : cube     (d) mono : stereo 

 

38. CIRCLE : DIAMETER 

 (a) square : diagonal  (b) earth : equator 

 (c) triangle : median   (d) cone : plane  

 

Directions: Select the single word among the choices which very nearly means the same as the 

given phrase. 

 

39. One who assails traditional beliefs 

 (a) critic (b) atheist (c) anthropologist (d) iconoclast 
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40. A person who chooses to live in a foreign country 

 (a) traveller  (b) explorer (c) immigrant (d) refugee 

 

 

41. An official inquiry into the cause of an unnatural death 

 (a) inquest         (b) investigation (c) post-mortem (d) instigation 

 

42. A massive moving entity 

 (a) miasma (b) juggernaut (c) jamboree (d) typhoon 

 

43. A happening that cannot be altered 

 (a) invincible (b) fate (c) fait-accompli (d) congruence 

 

Directions: Each sentence has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that a word or phrase is 

missing. From the choices, select the words or phrases which best fit the meaning of the sentence as 

a whole. 

 

44. The --- priesthood did not like the ---policies of the new government. 

 (a) religious --- pious (b) bigoted --- cosmopolitan 

 (c) strict --- liberal  (d) enlightened --- secular 

 

45. Despite constant --- from his parents and friends, he practised --- at tennis and won the 

championship. 

 (a) encouragement --- tardily (b) ridicule --- clumsily 

 (c) discouragement ---- perniciously (d) reward ---- well 

 

46. Blessed with a --- face, she proved an ideal model for advertisements for cosmetic. 

 (a) cursory (b) photogenic (c) star like   (d) triangular 

 

47. His --- of dressing is an eyesore for persons with refined taste. 

 (a) flamboyant   (b) elegant (c) colourful  (d) conservative 

 

48. In spite of all his recent misfortunes, he puts up --- of cheerfulness. 

 (a) and appears (b) a bogey (c) a facade  (d) a sham 

 

49. Born in poor family, he pursued his studies ---odds, and passed the IAS exam. 

 (a) through fortunate  (b) against insuperable 

 (c) with confident     (d) by scholarly 

 

50. Your --- explanations cannot still hide the fact that you had really not applied your mind to the 

problem at the relevant time. 

 (a) ingenuous     (b) ingenious (c) apologetic (d) intermittent 

 

Directions: Two sentences below are joined in three different ways and the beginnings of each 

composite sentence is given. Choose the ones which are syntactically, idiomatically and semantically 

correct. 

 

51. The secretaryship was vacant. Nobody was willing to undertake duties of the post. I offered my 

services. 

I. I offered my services for the vacant post of secretary since nobody was willing … 

II. I offered my services for … 

III. The duties of secretary were vacant  because I …. 

  (a) I only (b) II only (c) I & II (d) II & III  (e) III only 

 

52. He alienated his friends. His conduct was certainly disgraceful. 

I. His disgraceful conduct alienated … 

II. His conduct was a disgrace to his alienated … 

III. Conducting himself in a disgraceful manner, he … 

 (a) III only (b) II only (c) I & II (d) I & III  (e) I, II & III 
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53. Lord Ripon was a  famous viceroy. He was a man of  broad and liberal views. 

I. Lord Ripon, a famous viceroy … 

II. Viceroy Lord Ripon … 

III. The broad and liberal Lord Ripon… 

 (a) I only (b) III only  (c) I & II (d) II & III  (e) I, II & III 

 

54. The art of printing was introduced into England during the reign of Edward I. The art of printing 

was introduced by William Caxton. 

I. When Edward I was king of England, William Caxton… 

II. William Caxton introduced printing in England … 

III. William I  started printing in England during Edward‘s reign. 

 (a) I, II & III (b) II only   (c) I & II (d) I only  (e) I & III 

 

55. His wife encouraged  him. He persevered. 

I. Since his wife encouraged him… 

II. He persevered because… 

III. His encouraging wife persevered him. 

 (a) I only (b) II only (c) I & II (d)  III only  (e) I, II & III 

 

Directions: Read the two sentences given below with the words in bold and mark as the answer  

(a) if the use of the word in statement 1 is correct but in 2 is not. 

(b) if the use of the word in statement 2 is correct but in 1 is not. 

(c) if the use of the words in both sentences is correct. 

(d) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be correct if the words 

were interchanged. 

(e) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect and cannot be corrected even if 

interchanged 

 

56. 1. An egotist lives only for his own pleasure. 

 2. Marian is such  an egoist that she talks about herself all the time.   

   

57. 1. The dress was made of synthetic materiel. 

 2. The General needs more troops and materiel.     

 

58. 1. Children should speak respectfully with their elders.   

 2. The man seemed poor but was respectably dressed.    

 

59. 1. This canon has been enacted by the Church council. 

 2. An old canon stood at the entrance of the old fort.     

 

60. 1. The Italian immigrants got on the boat at Naples. 

 2. The emigrants to America got off the boat in New York.    
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Exercise 5(B) 
 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

 

1. A. However, Sinclair conceivably could have been content to end his tenure in the 

advertising profession and devote himself full-time to another of his passions, teaching 

philosophy. 

 B. But professionally life with the Saatchi brothers is all Jeremy Sinclair had known and it is 

questionable whether he would have wanted to join another advertising agency.  

 C. Maurice could then have embarked on a career in politics, Charles would have continued 

his love affair with the arts and go-carts, and two of the three amigos, Bill Muirhead and 

David Kershaw, could have continued their careers in advertising. 

 D. Without British Airways, M&C Saatchi, no matter what the partners profess, may have 

been stillborn. 

 (a)  ABCD (b) BDAC (c) CBDA (d) DCBA 

 

2. A. Much of this hectic activity is to help the company make its mark in the international 

arena. 

 B. Though installed capacity at the company‘s Thane plant remains unaltered at 60,000 tpa, 

capacity at the floor tile unit at Dewas was increased from 8,000 tpa to 36,000 tpa, while 

that of the Kunigal factory was expanded to 30,000 tpa, up from 12,000 tpa, the first 

phase of the new plant at Pen will add another 60,000 tpa. 

 C. Daunted by piling stocks, most tile makers are hoping to take advantage of the 8-10% 

growth rates in tile exports. 

 D. Over the past three years, the Rs 155-crore company has spent close to Rs 210 crore 

modernising and expanding capacity at its plants. 

 (a) CDBA (b) BADC (c) DBAC (d) ABCD 

 

3. A. It will be helpful to recall how an invalid argument form is proved invalid by a truth table. 

 B. But if we can make such an assignment of truth values without actually constructing the 

whole truth table, much work will be eliminated. 

 C. If we can somehow make an assignment of truth values to the simple component 

statements of an argument that will make its premisses true and conclusion false, then 

making that assignment will suffice to prove the argument is invalid. 

 D. If a single case can be found in which truth values are assigned to the statement 

variables in such away that the premisses are made true and the conclusion false, then 

the argument form is invalid.  

  (a) ADCB (b) ABCD (c) BDAC (d) CDAB 

 

4. A. But here the fallacy is one of composition; in converse accident, one argues that some 

atypical members of a class have a specified attribute, and therefore that all members of 

the class, distributively, have that attribute. 

 B. If we were to examine every single part and find each carefully made, and from that 

finding infer that the entire machine is carefully made, we would also reason fallaciously, 

because, however carefully the parts were produced, they may have been assembled 

awkwardly or carelessly. 

 C. If we were to infer, from looking at one or two parts of large machine, that, because they 

happen to be well designed, every one of its many parts is well designed, we would 

commit the fallacy of converse accident, for what is true about one or two surely may not 

be true of all. 

 D. In converse accident, all predications are distributive, whereas in composition, the 

mistaken inference is from distributive to collective predication.  

 (a) DCBA (b) BCAD (c) ABCD (d) CBAD 
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5. A. A survey of domestic and multinational companies, with regard to the environmental 

factors for strategy formulation in the Indian context, reports that availability of raw 

materials is accorded the highest priority among 122 environmental factors included in 

the survey. 

 B. Both domestic as well as the multinational subsidiary companies lay great emphasis on 

the supplier environment, which, occupies a dominant position in strategy formulation. 

 C. This is understandable since India is a developing country having problems of scarcity of 

capital and appropriate raw material resources.  

 D. Unlike some of the western nations and Japan the reliability of supplies is very low 

causing companies to devote a lot of attention to, and energy in, maintaining continuity of 

supply. 

 (a) DCAB (b) ABCD (c) BCDA (d) DCBA 

 

Directions: In the following questions, each sentence has been broken up into four sections. Mark 

the section that has an error in it.  

 

6. The doctor advised his young patient to take two cupsful of the bitter medicine, but the  

  a      b    c 

 latter stuck to the single-cup ritual with no adverse effect. 

    d       

  

7. Radhika and Preeti were excited about the school party, as they were alumni of the  

     a     b 

 school, and looked forward to meeting their old friends. 

         c   d       

  

8. The salesman refused to show the family around the showroom, till they told him what  

     a          b 

 kind of a car they were looking for. 

  c  d        

  

9. Despite the manager‘s comprehensive and enthusiastic explanation of the scheme, we  

  a      b 

 were completely disinterested in   the matter. 

   c         d     

   

10. Business magazines have been consistent in saying that unless Indian banks merged,  

    a    b       c 

 they will lose market share. 

   d        

 

Directions:  In these questions, some part of a sentence has been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the one which completes the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

 

11. Every morning Truitt has been outside his house, sweeping. He sweeps up trash, bottles, 

nails—anything people have been careless _____ . 

 (a) enough to throw on the street 

 (b) enough to litter the street 

 (c) about as far as their trash is concerned 

 (d) enough to dirty the street 

 

12. Ever since the time of Icarus, who made waxwings in imitation, Man has looked on with envy 

at the birds and tried to find a way to break _____. 

 (a) the shackles of tyranny and authority 

 (b) free of his earthbound existence 

 (c) up their peaceful world by hunting them 

 (d) in to their world by surreptitious means 
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13. _____, God can provide kids with an anchor, a moral compass, in a world where things are 

so transient. 

 (a) Since He is constant and beyond all change 

 (b) As God is the only transitional reality 

 (c) Because God is the embodiment of flux in the Universe 

 (d) Since they are unlike ships in the ocean 

 

14. Because subscription payments are entered into our computer usually only in batches of 10, 

the initial _____. 

 (a) payments will be treated as null and void 

 (b) of the subscriber and his signature must be legible  

 (c) one or two magazine issues might reach you a bit late 

 (d) issues might be delayed indefinitely till there are enough subscribers 

 

15. There are now a wide range of investment opportunities—from bank deposits to shares—for 

small players. But while it makes sense for you to want to want to maximise your returns, it 

_____. 

 (a)  might not make sense to want to minimise them 

 (b) also makes sense to know a lot about the international fluctuations in prices 

 (c) might be a good idea to avoid investing in debentures 

 (d) is equally imperative to have a firm grasp of a number of basic tax rules 

 

Directions: Read the sentences given below and mark as the answer the pair of words that best fills 

the pair of blanks in each. 

 

16. In the construction of buildings, whether for public _____ or for dwellings, care should be 

taken to provide for good _____, to facilitate fresh air, and plenty of sunlight. 

 (a) toilets, sanitation (b) ceremonies, food 

 (c) purposes, ventilation (d) offices, fans 

 

17. The winner in a _____ argument is never really the winner because when you win in an 

argument and your spouse submits, you have, _____, lost. 

 (a) furious, not (b) stupid, ironically 

 (c) domestic, paradoxically (d) heated, really 

 

18. Scientists typically _____ Murphy‘s Law as nothing but a product of our _____ memory, 

which forgets the times when things go right. 

 (a) dismiss, selective (b) label, symmetrical 

 (b) cast, erroneous (d) quote, reflective 

 

19. He knew that his thinness was a _____ of his disease but knowing it did not make him more 

willing to _____ it. 

 (a) part, fight (b) symptom, submit 

 (c) result, improve (d) consequence, accept 

 

20. _____ heals, but if we really thought about the word heal, we would know what a terrible 

_____ healing is and how hurtful and uncertain it can be. 

 (a) Hurt, period (b) Medicine, pain 

 (c) Wounds, thing (d) Time, process 

 

Direction: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that part 

which contains a mistake.  

 

21. (a) Perspicuity implies that freedom  

 (b) from ambiguity of meaning and arrangement that 

 (c) no one fit to comprehend the subject 

 (d) may be in  doubt what we would express. 
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22. (a) We have all carried into our adulthood 

 (b) at least a few critical emotional 

 (c) inadequacies on account of   

 (d) receiving imperfect parenting.  

 

23. (a) It is the saga of struggle, sacrifice and  

 (b) service by one who has dedicated her life for  

 (c) the emancipation of the common people, the workers 

 (d) the peasants and particularly the women in our country. 

 

24. (a) Somatheeram has an exclusive 

 (b) Ayurvedic centre which offers therapies 

 (c) based on 5000-years old  

 (d) body toning practices.   

 

25. (a) One cannot ever feel truly cut off 

 (b) from the rest of the world if one‘s  

 (c) private heaven is only  pair of steps from  

 (d) the very public hell of the metropolis one has been trying to escape. 

 

Direction: In each of these sentences, a part of the sentence has been underlined. You have to 

replace the underlined part with the most appropriate choice from among the four options given.   

 

26. Employers often accuse workers engaged in a slowdown of stretching out the work to make it 

last longer.  

 (a) postponing the work.  (b) procrastinating work. 

 (c) stretching out the work. (d) none of the above. 

 

27. Terminological inexactitude for an equivocation is an effective parliamentary dodge coined 

by Churchill himself some 40 years ago.    

 (a) Terminological inexactitude for an equivocation. 

 (b) Terminological inexactitude, for an equivocation.  

 (c) Terminal inexactitude for an equivocation. 

 (d) Terminological inexactness, for an equivocation. 

 

28. The accused in the blasphemy case looked as though butter would not melt in his mouth. 

 (a) batter would not melt in his mouth. 

 (b) buttering the judge would help. 

 (c) butter would not melt in his mouth. 

 (d) butter could melt in his mouth. 

 

29. Caught between the warring factions, the king decided to abdicate in favour of his sister. 

 (a) Being caught between the warring factions. 

 (b) Having been caught between the warring factions. 

 (c) Caught between the warring factions. 

 (d) Caught between the two warring factions. 

 

30. Learning to distinguish the main types of building material in the classical lumberyard takes 

a little time, and to find out how the Greeks and Romans put the joints together, takes still 

more.     

 (a) some time, and to find out.  (b) some times; and to find out. 

 (c) a little time; and to find out.   (d) a little time, and to find out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 60 

Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

31. 1. In fact most theatre buffs say that English theatre in Mumbai has survived against all 

odds.  

 A. It has had to overcome an acute financial impoverishment, which meant that most who 

were doing ‗serious‘ plays were doing it only for the love of it.  

 B. Producers of comedies and musicals find it easiest to attract sponsors.  

 C. What sells today is religion and sex. 

 D. To get money,a new marketing ruse is to sell the entire show to a corporate sponsor.  

 6. Bharat Dabholkar‘s Bottoms Up series has enthralled the city‘s audiences for years with 

its sexual innuendoes and double entendres. 

 (a) ABCD (b) ADBC (c) BCAD (d) DBCA 

 

32. 1. Procedural rules are fundamental in law, because confidence in the entire judicial system 

requires that whatever the decision, the steps taken to reach it be fair to the contesting 

parties.     

 A. For e.g. even the question of ‗standing‘ – whether a complaining party has such a relation 

to the matter at issue that he is entitled to bring the matter to court – may be critical to the 

proper use of the judicial system, and intensely controversial. 

 B. Therefore, what may appear to some persons to be ‗legal technicalities‘ are often 

important procedural questions that determine whether justice has been done. 

 C. Long experience has shown that, a legal system requires exacting procedural distinctions 

and elaborate procedural rules to make use of this fairness. 

 D. But since, not every possible factual circumstance could be anticipated when the rules 

were written, and depending on which circumstances are emphasised, different rules may 

appear applicable, as happens sometimes. 

 6. Even if the applicable rule is agreed upon, its language may be vague, some terms within 

it overly broad, or ambiguous, or commonly sued in different ways. 

 (a) CBAD (b) BCBA (c) ACDB (d) BCAD 

 

33. 1. Melatonin is secreted in a rhythm that is highly dependent on the light-dark cycle.   

 A. People who travel from one time zone to another do not get enough melatonin in their 

body due to continual exposure to light. 

 B. The duration of melatonin secretion depends on the degree of darkness. 

 C. Plasma melatonin concentrations are low throughout the day, begin to rise early evening 

before the onset of sleep, reach their peak at about midnight or soon thereafter, and then 

decline, whether or not the person sleeps. 

 D. Exposure to light at night inhibits melatonin secretion in a dose-dependent fashion; the 

brighter the light the greater the decrease in plasma melatonin concentrations. 

 6. Therefore, the administration of melatonin can ameliorate the symptoms of jet lag and 

advance the onset of sleep in persons in whom it is delayed.    

 (a) ABCD (b) BCDA (c) DCBA (d) BCAD 

 

34. 1. The improvement in the domestic fund liquidity will provide a strong support to the market 

in the coming months.  

 A. However, if the New Bull is confident of institutional support, he is also going to be 

affected by the increasing range of choices before him. 

 B. Free to subscribe to debt instruments from corporates, foreign investors can now channel 

their funds into non-equity areas as well even as they play on individual companies‘ 

fortunes. 

 C. Likewise, the increasing opportunity for snapping up private placements of equity can 

keep their funds invested without the purchases being reflected in rising share prices on 

the stock exchanges. 

 D. The lifting of the restrictions on the banking sector for making investments in equity will 

also channel more funds into the markets, forming the basis for this support. 

 6. Marketmen are not willing to commit themselves to answering the question on just how 

long the Great Occ Run of 1997 continue. 

 (a) DABC (b) ABDC (c) BACD (d) BCAD 
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35. 1. One of Noyes‘s early poems, ‗The Barrie Organ‘ is typical of all his best work in that it 

tells, by implication, what a harmonizing influence rhythm can be in a discordant world.     

 A. His theme is not just some wandering minstrel in the form of an organ-grinder but 

minstrelsy itself; he lifts a tune above the clatter of London streets to show its effect on all 

those who hear it. 

  B. Here, or there the rhythm changes as if to reflect the sad or happy feeling of different 

hearers, and the repeated line ―come down to Kew in lilac time‖ has the haunting 

suggestion of a melody that rises not from the barrel organ but from the heart of the 

audience. 

 C. The final impression, after reflection, is of a vanished age when someone on the village 

green raised a song in which others joined, an age when poetry and folk song were the 

same thing and the only expression of a community spirit.        

 D. The ‗Song Tree‘, his best collection of poems, should be printed at the end of Noyes‘s 

twenty eight volumes as a reflection of what poetry has meant to him, and what he would 

have it mean to others. 

 6. These and other poems were mostly written when Noyes was ranked among the ‗younger 

poets‘; then he came to America, took to the lecture platform, became professor of poetry 

at Princeton. 

  (a) BACD (b) ABCD (c) DABC (d) ACBD 

 

36. 1. In order to have the right of patent in a given country, the invention must qualify as being 

patentable. 

 A. The novelty and non-obviousness should exist on the date on which the application for 

patent is filed. 

 B. Most law provides for these conditions that an invention must have novelty, non-

obviousness and industrial applicability. 

 C. Foreign countries frequently require that the original application is translated into the 

language prevailing in that country and if not completely rewritten it should correspond to 

the different legal requirements of the respective countries. 

 D. The applicants naturally file the application as early as possible, but if he desires to file 

the application in several other countries, it will be difficult for him to do so on the same 

day on which he is ready to file the application in his own country. 

 6. The problem is resolved by the Paris Convention by the provision of the rights to priority. 

 (a) BACD (b) ABDC (c) ACBD (d) DCBA  

 

37. 1. The need for internal consistency arises due to the segregation of key organisational 

tasks.  

 A. An organisation which adopts a strategy of rapid expansion may have an aggressive 

marketing policy, R&D emphasis on operations, a conservative financial approach to 

sources of funds, and progressive personnel policy. 

 B. Absence of internal consistency may lead to a sub-optimal implementation of strategy. 

 C. Among these functional areas, finance is likely to create a problem as a conservative use 

of sources of funds, may limit the options for the use of internal generation of resources. 

 D. Internal consistency in the various functional plans and policies ensure that the different 

functional areas do not work at cross-purpose but operate in harmony. 

 6. If the company is in a position to finance its rapid expansion strategy through its internal 

sources alone, the policies would be consistent.   

 (a) ADBC (b) CABD (c) BDCA (d) DBAC 

 

38. 1. It is the combination of that global strength with the firm‘s local flavour that Roy sees as a 

big plus. 

 A. A century of experience in operating in India gives it credibility, especially with the 

crippled public sector, which Roy believes will be the source of much work in India in the 

foreseeable future. 

 B. PW has been notably successful because it has developed the requisite technological 

strengths and is aware of the Indian operating environment.   

 C. Roy believes in a clear focus on top tier companies; he defines these as companies who 

are ready to go global, or high technology-high growth companies such as those in the 

information technology sector.  
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 D. PW‘s basic competence is any Indian company likely to go global, because ―we 

understand their needs, and at the same time, we have the international skills to advise 

them.‖ 

 6. Currently, the management consultancy wing under the name Price Waterhouse 

Associates (PWA) now employs more than 450 knowledge workers, and accounts for 

nearly half of revenues. 

 (a) ABCD (b) DCBA (c) DCAB (d) CBDA 

 

39. 1. Our generation, in its rapid travel, has not achieved the habit of reading the great books 

and has lost the habit of being influenced by the great classics of our country. 

 A. Even though our country needs great scientists, great technologists., great engineers, we 

should not neglect to make them humanists. 

 B. No university can thus regard itself as a true university unless it sends out young men 

and women who are not only learned but whose hearts are full of compassion for 

suffering humanity. 

 C. If the principles of democracy in our Constitution have to become habits of mind, and 

patterns of behaviour, principles which change the very character of the individual and 

the nature of the society, it can be done only by the study of great literature, of philosophy 

and religion. 

 D. Character is that on which the destiny of a nation is built; one cannot have a great nation 

with men of small character. 

 6. We must have young men and women who look upon others as the living images of 

themselves as our Sastras have so often declared.   

  (a) CABD (b) CDAB (c) DCAB (d) CDBA 

 

 

40. 1. When the soundness of a company enters our calculation of the expected value of an 

investment in it, we must make some probability assumptions. 

 A. But when we can determine the approximate value of a given return if we achieve it, 

calculations of the kind here described enable us to determine what probability those 

outcomes need to have so that our future investments would now be worthwhile. 

 B. All such predictions are necessarily speculative, and all the outcomes calculated are 

therefore uncertain. 

 C. Explicitly or implicitly, we estimate the fractions that we then think best represent the 

likelihood of the possible outcomes foreseen, and try to predict the returns. 

 D. Many decisions in financial matters, and also many choices in ordinary life, depend (if 

they are to be rational) on such estimates of probability and the resultant expected value.  

 6. The calculus of probability may therefore have application whenever we must gamble on 

the future. 

 (a) ABCD (b) CBAD (c) DCBA (d) BDCA     

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

41. DESECRATION : IDOLATRY 

 (a) desegregation : apartheid (b) tergiversation : apostasy 

 (c) vacillation : fluctuation (d) tyranny : democracy 

 

42. TRADUCE : VILIFY 

 (a) nymphet : dryad  (b) soliloquy : monologue 

 (c) objection : protestation  (d) obliterate : expunge   

 

43. HUMPTY : DUMPTY  

 (a) Bo : Peep  (b) Mary : Contrary  

 (c) Jack : Jill  (d) Jack : Corner 

 

44. CHILD : MAN 

 (a) chicken : count (b) bird : bush 

 (c) prison : walls (d) world : hand 
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45. OPUS : COMPOSITION 

 (a) thesis : praxis  (b) exegesis : exposition 

 (c) perpetuity : resurgence   (d) quiescence : somnambulism 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves least similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

46. NARCOLEPSY : SLEEP 

 (a) necrophilia : corpse (b) neuralgia : nerve 

 (c) bulimia : pregnancy (d) epilepsy : consciousness 

 

47. REJUVENATE : REINVIGORATE 

 (a) raucous : rhapsody  (b) echo : resonate 

 (c) return : restore  (d) rewind : regress 

48. ABYSS : ZENITH 

 (a) overt : covert  (b) sullen : blithe 

 (c) paradoxical : unequivocal  (d) adroit : nifty 

 

49. FIGMENT : PIGMENT 

 (a) love : dove  (b) crazy : hazy 

 (c) reign : rain (d) band : hand 

 

50. TERMAGANT : GRIMALKIN 

 (a) blackguard : scoundrel  (b) tartar : intractable 

 (c) victoria : carriage  (d) narcissus : admirer 
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Exercise 6(A) 
 

Directions : For each question below, select the word among the given choices which is closest in 

meaning to the given word. 

 

1. PRIORITY : (a) preference (b) age (c) propriety (d) attachment 

 

2. CORROBORATE : (a) animate (b) concentrate (c) attach (d) support 

 

3. IRASCIBLE : (a) erroneous (b) secretive (c) bellicose         (d) continuous 

 

4. ANTIPATHY : (a) medicinal (b) aversion (c) cruelty (d) criticism 

 

5. PRODIGAL : (a) late (b) wasteful (c) hesitant (d) splendid 

 

6. SUB ROSA : (a) flowerlike (b) privately (c) dawn (d) fragrant 

 

7. UNTENABLE : (a) haunted (b) rented (c) illogical (d) grand 

 

Directions : For each question below, select the word among the given choices which is nearly 

opposite to it in meaning. 

 

8. TENACITY : (a) persistence (b) happiness (c) indifference (d) loyalty 

 

9. SUCCULENT : (a) dry (b) precise (c) inclined (d) juicy 

 

10. EXPUNGE : (a) harness (b) admit (c) adorn (d) abandon 

 

11. VERITY : (a) reverence (b) falsehood (c) honesty           (d)genuineness 

 

12. RAZE : (a) demolish (b) sleep (c) reconstruct (d) agree 

      

13. PUSILLANIMITY : (a) cowardice (b) indifference (c) triviality (d) courage 

 

14.  DEVOID : (a) lacking (b) dogmatic (c) elusive (d) saturated 

 

Directions : Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

 

15. bitch, vixen, hyena, sow 

 (a) bitch (b) vixen (c) hyena (d) sow 

 

16. obese, corpulent, swarthy, large 

 (a) obese (b) corpulent (c) swarthy (d) large 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

17. 1.  It covers almost one-fourth of the world population. 

 2.  No one is subordinate to another. 

 3.  The commonwealth is a free association of independent sovereign states. 

 4.  These countries are drawn from every continent and are equal in status. 

 5.  There are about forty countries belonging to this association. 

 (a) 2,4,5,1,3 (b) 3,1,5,4,2 (c) 1,4,3,5,2 (d) 3,4,5,2,1 

 

18. 1.  Of these permanent gases, oxygen makes up about 21 percent. 

 2.  There are about ten chemical elements which remain permanently in gaseous form in it 

under natural conditions. 

 3.  Several other gases such as argon, carbon-di-oxide, krypton, and xenon comprise the 

remaining one percent. 
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 4.  Nitrogen forms another 78 percent. 

 5.  The atmosphere is a mixture of several gases. 

 (a) 3,1,5,2,4 (b) 5,1,4,3,2 (c) 5,2,1,4,3 (d) 2,5,1,3,4 

 

19. 1.  From a mountain peak across the narrow pass comes resounding shouts, raucous singing 

and the lights of a dozen fires. 

 2.  The flames from gigantic bonfires atop the craggy pass leap high into the night. 

 3.  Suddenly a teenager brandishes a 45-cal automatic pistol and fires three shots into the air. 

 4.  A drum takes up a compelling beat, and boisterous young villagers link arms and launch 

into an excellent dance. 

 5.  The annual celebration of the event, known as the Exaltation of the Cross, lasts all night in 

the pass. 

 (a) 4,2,3,1,5 (b) 5,2,1,3,4 (c) 4,3,1,2,5 (d) 5,1,2,3,4 

 

20. 1.  The Tibetan Medicine is aimed to correct this imbalance. 

 2.  It is based on the belief that the imbalance of the four elements that the human body is 

composed of causes ailments. 

 3.  It claims that the constituents of the medicine are fully nurtured by the four elements. 

 4.  One of the most dynamic aspects of the Tibetan culture is its system of natural medicine. 

 5.  The four elements are air, water, fire and earth. 

 (a) 5,3,1,4,2 (b) 1,3,5,2,4 (c) 4,1,3,2,5 (d) 4,2,5,1,3 

 

21. 1.  This hardy crop promises good returns in dry belts with medium rainfall. 

 2. Rich in vitamin C, Guava fruits are eaten fresh. 

 3.  Though it comes up well in a variety of soils, its performance is the best in red loamy soils 

with good drainage. 

 4.  Guava is one of the important fruit crops of the country. 

 5.  It can be profitably grown in a wide range of agro-climatic conditions. 

 (a) 2,4,3,1,5 (b) 4,5,2,1,3 (c) 4,1,3,5,2 (d) 3,5,1,2,4 

 

Directions: Select the correct word or phrase in terms of grammar and idiom to complete the given 

sentence. 

 

22. If you are doubtful ---- the spelling of a word, ---- in a dictionary. 

 (a) on --- look    (b) of --- look for it  

 (c) about --- look it up (d) with --- look into it 

 

23. He was only ---- willing to go abroad, and jumped ---- my suggestion that he should deputise 

for me at the conference. 

 (a) very --- about  (b) so --- on (c) not --- at (d) too --- at 

 

24. I have been ill ---- last Sunday, and have not been attending office. 

 (a) since (b) from (c) after  (d) before 

 

25. Did you leave the books---- the drawer or ---the table? 

 (a) on--- on   (b) into --- above (c) in --- above  (d) in --- on 

 

26. The chairman only gave a general idea of the new plans, and did not enter ---- details. 

 (a) the (b) about (c) into (d) on  

 

27. I had least expected her today, and was delighted ---- her arrival. 

 (a) about (b) at  (c) with (d) from 

 

28. Though PT Usha hoped to win the 100 meters race at the Asiad, she could only come ---- 

second best. 

 (a) off    (b) in    (c) about   (d) on 
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Directions: Select the pair among the choices which have a relationship between themselves which 

is similar to the relationship between the given pair.  

 

29. CORPULENT : SKINNY 

 (a) dead : cadaverous  (b) obese : lanky 

 (c) common : natural  (d) obedient : subjective 

 

30. MUNIFICENT : LIBERAL 

 (a) jealous : spirited (b) cautious : circumspect 

 (c) benign : cruel    (d) effective : useless 

 

31. NOCTURNAL : BAT 

 (a) amphibian : frog    (b) sly : cat 

 (c) carnivorous : cow    (d) aquatic : lizard 

 

32. TETHER : COW 

 (a) trap : rat    (b) manacle : man 

 (c) aerial : radio   (d) ring : finger  

 

33. WARLIKE : MARTIAL 

 (a) loving : responsive (b) animalistic : foraging 

 (c) peaceful : halcyon (d) glittering : opaque 

 

Directions: Select the pair among the choices which do not have a relationship between themselves 

which is similar to the relationship between the given pair. 

 

34. EARTH : PLANET 

 (a) Sunday : week   (b) May : month 

 (c) moon : satellite   (d) Asia : continent  

 

35. RANCH : HORSES 

 (a) garden : plants   (b) apiary : bees 

 (c) aviary : birds     (d) museum : artefact 

 

36. SOLDIER : ARMY 

 (a) mariner : navy   (b) policeman : constabulary 

 (c) member : expedition  (d) minister : cabinet 

 

37. AEROPLANE : HANGAR 

 (a) ship : quay   (b) motorcar : garage 

 (c) man : house    (d) machine : factor 

 

38. COW : BULL 

 (a) colt : stallion   (b) bitch : dog 

 (c) goose : gander   (d) lioness : lion 

 

Directions: Select the single word among the choices which very nearly means the same as the 

given phrase. 

 

39. A person with good artistic taste 

 (a) gourmet       (b) gourmand (c) connoisseur  (d) judge 

 

40. A flirting woman 

 (a) virago    (b) shrew (c) martinet        (d) coquette 

 

41. Forcefully enlisting private property for military use 

 (a) occupation  (b) commandeering  (c) trespass        (d) encroachment 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 67 

42. A block of individual apartments 

 (a) flats   (b) congruence (c) architecture   (d) condominium 

 

43. A contraption used during French Revolution for beheading people 

 (a) guinea          (b) gabardine (c) guillotine    (d) icicle 

 

Directions: Each sentence has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that a word or phrase is 

missing. From the choices, select the words or phrases which best fit the meaning of the sentence as 

a whole. 

 

44. During the freedom struggle, Jawaharlal Nehru was the --- for most young Indians. 

 (a) darling (b) lodestar (c) idealist          (d) facsimile 

 

45. His criticism was not that the economy was not growing at all, but of the --- of urban growth at 

the expense of rural areas 

 (a) laziness (b) facility (c) lopsidedness (d) extravagance 

 

46. The party leader did expect some criticism of his decision, but was taken aback by the near --- 

of the members. 

 (a) mutiny (b) unanimity (c) mutilation      (d) momentum 

 

47. The lawyer had to find innovative arguments for his case; there was just no --- that he could 

follow or quote. 

 (a) example (b) quotation (c) style             (d) precedent 

 

48. Sales representatives do not lead a normal family life because their jobs compel them to be --- 

 (a) away            (b) itinerant  (c) immobile      (d) commuters 

 

49. When he was called by the boss, he had a ---that his delinquency had been discovered. 

 (a) feeling          (b) fear (c) preposition    (d) foreboding 

 

50. As an artist, Edward's ---- is portraiture. 

 (a) liking            (b) impression (c) forte             (d) favouritism 

 

Directions: Read the passage below and fill in the blanks with the best alternative. 

During the (60) 1975 emergency there was  a (58) reluctance to exercise judicial review  which 

reached its climax in the (56) judgement of the supreme court holding that a proven malafide (55)  of 

a person could  not be challenged  during the emergency. However it was during the same 

emergency that judicial (54) was seen at its best in some high courts and (53) orders of detention, 

(52) decisions of the censor, refusal to permit publics meetings and other acts of executive high 

handedness were struck down by a few (57) judges (51) by the likely consequences of their transfer 

to other high courts or their (59) .  

 

51.  (a) undeterred (b) unaffected (c) unable (d) unconcerned (e) undone 

52.  (a) arbitrary (b) irrational (c) crazy (d) mendacious (e) judicial 

53.  (a) unconstitutional  (b) illegal (c) unfair (d) vicious     (e) incapable  

54.  (a) preview (b) mutiny (c) exams (d) inspection (e) metastasis 

55.  (a) detention (b) request (c) wife (d) entertainment (e) jail 

56.  (a) excellent (b) disastrous (c) nutritious (d) judgmental (e) court 

57.  (a) mad (b) new (c) honest (d) maverick (e) coat 

58.  (a) misguided (b) fantastic (c) opaque (d) translucent (e) deliberate 

59.  (a) supersession (b) supercession (c) deposition (d) dismissal (e) expulsion 

60.  (a) infamous (b) historic (c) pathbreaking (d) small (e) past 
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Exercise 6(B) 
 

Directions: From the following sets of four sentences, choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise grammatically, semantically and logically. 

 

1. (a) The firm was fortunate to secure the Rajah‘s patronage. 

(b) The firm was fortunate in securing the Rajah as a patron. 

(c) The firm was fortunate to secure the Rajah‘s as a patron. 

(d) The firm was fortunate in securing the Rajah‘s patronage. 

 

2. (a) There‘s Mr. Dutt, who they say is the best portrait painter in town. 

 (b) There‘s Mr. Dutt, whom they say is the best portrait painter in town. 

 (c) There‘s Mr. Dutt, who they say is the best portraits painter in town. 

 (d) Mr. Dutt, who they say is the best portrait painter in town, is there. 

 

3. (a) The Commons passed the bill,  but the Lords threw it out . 

 (b) The bill was passed by the Commons,  but the Lords threw it out . 

 (c) The Lords threw  out a bill passed by the Commons. 

 (d) A bill passed out by the Commons was thrown out by the Lords . 

 

4. (a) What is wanted are not large houses with modern conveniences, but small cottages. 

 (b) What is wanted is small cottages but not however large houses with modern 

conveniences.  

 (c) What is wanted is not large houses with modern convenience, but small cottages. 

 (d) What is wanted is not large houses with modern conveniences, but small cottages. 

 

5. (a) You have made a mistake, and of this I am certain. 

 (b) I am certain of your having made a mistake. 

 (c) I am certain you have made a mistake. 

 (d) You have certainly made a mistake. 

 

6. (a) That you are drunk aggravates your offence.  

 (b) Your drunkenness aggravates your offence.  

 (c) Your offence is aggravated by your drunkenness. 

 (d) Since you are drunk, it aggravates your offence.  

 

Directions : In these questions, some parts of a sentence have been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the ones which complete the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

The number of blanks which can be correctly filled is the answer. e.g.  1:a, 2:b etc. 

7.    Industry will be paying a heavy price as power supplies  (___) in the wake of demand from 

the power sector. It is  (___) under  a 70% cut since mid March but it could come under a 

complete (___) if the demand from agriculture increased . (___) consumers are suffering a 

six hour cut. 

 

 falter, suffering,  darkness,  struggle, totter,  home, intermittent,  fluctuate 

 

8.    Breathing passages are especially (___) to infection.  Fortunately they are lined with mucus 

secreting cells that trap tiny (___)  and dust particles. Also (___) hair called cilia line the 

breathing passages, wave like a field of wheat and gently (___) the matter out of the 

respiratory track . 

 

 vulnerable, creatures, thin, wean, prone, microscopic, dirt, escort, guide 

 

9.  The digital computers are (___) in that they have applications not only in the scientific field 

but also in the fields of (___) and administration. Further due to their superior  (___) and 

accuracy, digital computers (___) the contemporary computer scene. 

 

 global, flexibility, dominate, universal, ubiquitous, ability, rule,  finance, capacity 
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10.  But the (___) images of sporting personalities and their amazing feats would remain (___) . 

Reigning superstars were dethroned, some were disqualified and some (___).  It was a 

triumph of mind, determination and  (___) that won American Kerri Strug the gold and hearts 

of sports lovers the world over. 

 

 disgraced, recurring, defamed, spectacular, skill, stamina, dismayed, dramatic 

 

11.  But in the imitation of such models for practical ends those with special (___) see more than 

the (___) import of such shapes, they see the reflection of human feelings, the dynamic laws 

of life, power and (___) in the forms on which their attention is (___)  

 

 focussed, utilitarian, rhythm, sight, functional, reason, vision, concentrated,  

 

12. The specific task of (___) the specific values that glue the activities and initiatives of his 

(___) employees into a (___) whole directed at the organisational goal also falls on the 

leader. Providing the (___) force that manages these centrifugal forces will be the leaders 

domain. 
 

centripetal, senior, cohesive, united, balancing, embedding, diffusing, empowered 

 

Directions: Each question is a logical sequence of statements with a missing link, the location of 

which is shown parenthetically. Choose the alternative that best fits the sequence logically. 

 

13.   The trade mark law grants the manufacturer or trader an exclusive right in the use of a mark 

to identify his goods and thus distinguish them from other goods.(____) Legislation all over 

defines and protects this property. 

 (a) The trademark should be distinctive and not descriptive. 

 (b) Trade mark as a property is registerable in India under the TradeMarks act. 

 (c) Devising a good trademark and obtaining registration for the same creates an intellectual 

property in the trade mark. 

 (d) It may be intended to be used or already in use, but it should be sufficiently unlike any 

other trademark used by other people. 

 

14.  As organisations move increasingly towards self directed employees, directive behaviour in 

terms of giving a complete set of instructions to be followed like an automaton will no longer 

be necessary. (___) The CEO must be prepared instead to preach the importance of shared 

effort to bring forth involvement and commitment. 

 (a) The new leader must not only be tolerant of mistakes, but also leave room for them in his 

strategic planning. 

 (b) These forms of the new leadership are already prevalent in parts of corporate India. 

 (c) Within the company too, changes are redefining the concept of leadership. 

 (d) That can neutralise the power that can be unleashed by empowered employees and 

defeat the very purpose of these groupings. 

 

15.  In alternating layers of experiment and theory these three men built up the modern theory of 

electromagnetism and demonstrated the identity of light with electromagnetic waves. (___)  

The mechanical details, which remained to be adjusted in order to utilise their discoveries for 

a practical system of telegraphy, needed considerable ingenuity. 

 (a) The machine that they discovered is one of profound intellectual interest.  

 (b) They brought together and unified an endless variety of apparently detached 

phenomena and displayed a cumulative mental power which cannot but afford delight to 

every generous spirit.  

 (c) The instance of wireless telegraphy will serve to illustrate the difference between the two 

points of view. 

 (d) Almost all the serious intellectual labour required for the possibility of this invention is 

due to three men, Faraday, Maxwell and Hertz. 
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16. Indeed some of the developments which contributed most to the growth of Industrial America 

were a positive disadvantage to labour. (___) Mechanisation tended on the whole to lower 

the standard of labour. 

 (a) The skills which working men had painfully acquired ceased to have their old time value 

for the machine could do better. 

 (b) Machinery had a tendency to usurp the place of the worker in the in he economy of 

industry. 

 (c) Two of these we can note briefly, the mechanisation of industry and the rise of the 

corporation. 

 (d) Workingmen were reduced to a mere part of the mechanical process. 

 

17. The simple fact is that civil aviation operates by its own set of diktats. (___)  An airline lives 

or dies by its knowledge or ignorance of the special rules of the game. 

 (a) The conventional management mantras of production, marketing, labour economies do 

not apply in the air. 

 (b) More have died than survived especially in the US after deregulation of routes and fares 

disrupted the peace of the club. 

 (c) The first law of airline economics  is that as many people as possible must be placed on 

seats. 

 (d) Complexities arise if the airlines try a two tier salary system to drive down costs. 

 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

 

18. A. The convex features that trigger behaviour are the ethnologist‘s sign stimuli. 

 B. This persists about two weeks after the eggs hatch. 

 C. The entire behaviour is controlled by a drive that appears about two weeks before the 

geese lay eggs. 

 D. The egg rolling response itself is what he calls the motor program. 

 (a) ADCB (b) ABCD (c) CBDA (d) BDAC  

 

19. A. It was not until that 1911 that experiments by Sir Ernest Rutherford revealed the 

architecture of the mysterious atom. 

 B.    We now know what constitutes practically all of matter is empty space. 

 C. Relatively enormous voids in which revolve with lightning velocity infinitesimal particles 

so small that they have never been seen or photographed. 

 D. The existence of these particles has been demonstrated by mathematical physicists and 

their operations determined by ingenious laboratory experiments.  

 (a) ABCD (b) CBDA (c) DABC (d) CDBA  

 

20. A. The other watches it and bows as if in approval. 

 B. One will pick up a twig or a tuft of grass and then with wings held high will twirl and twist 

with it. 

 C. They are performing their graceful courting dance in the last rays of the sun against a 

background of blue and mauve hydrangea. 

 D. Walking up towards the main gate you hear the loud ringing cries of the Sarus cranes, 

tall elegant Grey birds with heads and necks the colour of faded red velvet. 

 (a) CDBA (b) BDCA (c) ABCD (d) DCBA  

 

21. A. They grew at an astonishing rate and very soon had to be moved into a new cage. 

 B. This gave them masses of hangholds and they enjoyed it thoroughly. 

 C. Here Jeremy had designed and had constructed for them a special piece of furniture for 

their edification . It  was like a long iron ladder slung from the ceiling . 

 D. They took so much exercise on this that their tummies soon reduced to a more normal 

size. 

 (a) DCAB (b) CDBA (c) DBCA (d) ACBD  
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22. A. The idea of Asian solidarity was in a shambles. 

 B. The conflict shattered the dream of the 2 ancient civilisations jointly assuming their 

rightful role, to find a new path for mankind‘s survival in a world that seemed hell bent on 

annihilating itself. 

 C. He saw in the event a complete undoing of all that he had tried to do for several years. 

 D. That role had inspired Panditji and swayed the Indian people for a decade and a half. 

 (a) BCAD (b) BDAC (c) DBAC (d) ACDB  

 

23. A. When comrades asked him how a communist party could adopt what was derisively 

called the parliamentary path, he had a clever answer. 

 B. To win it he would employ all useful tactics, the ends always justifying the means. 

 C. That was one way of exposing the inadequacy of bourgeois parliaments, he said. 

 D. As a winner of power, he was illustrious, he said. 

 (a) CDBA (b) CBDA (c) ABCD (d) ADBC  

 

24. A. Block mountains are usually steep sided. 

 B. Block mountains come into being as  a result of vertical earth movements along cracks 

of faults. 

 C. When such vertical movements leave a block of high elevation standing between two 

areas of low elevation, the high land area forms a block mountain. 

 D. Movements are also caused by the pressure generated by plates . 

 (a) DABC (b) BCAD (c) BACD (d) DACB  

 

25. A. China completed its fourth consecutive year of double digit economic growth. 

 B. International trade responding to liberalisation of both trade and investment  also soared 

to  a record high. 

 C. It also increased the unsustainable demands on the earth‘s natural systems and 

resources – croplands, acquires, fisheries, rangelands and forests.   

 D. This impressive expansion raised the global output of goods and services per person by 

more than 2%. 

 (a) ABDC (b) BCAD (c) BACD (d) DACB  

 

26. A. India in its commitment to establish a socialist pattern of society through mixed economy 

adopted the present system of worker participation in management which has been an 

important part of labour policy  since it attained independence. 

 B. According to this plan a socialist society is built on ideas of service to society and its 

willingness to recognise such service. 

 C. It is necessary in this regard that workers be made to feel that they are helping to build a 

progressive state. 

 D. The second 5-year plan laid emphasis on a constructive relationship between employer 

and employee. 

 (a) DABC (b) BCAD (c) ACDB (d) DACB  

 

 Directions: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that 

part which contains a mistake.  

27. (a) In case an informal system is used,   

 (b) either a transfer, a informal warning  

 (c) or a non hierarchical but status demotion  

 (d) are the remedies to correct indiscipline. 

 

28. (a) The best option lies in DOTS  

 (b) which involves physical door to door supervision  

 (c) of drug intakes by TB patients for 

 (d) at least the first two months of treatment. 

 

29. (a) The draft ninth plan approach is  

 (b) heavily loaded in favour of 

 (c) private investment as a result of severe resources crunch  

 (d) and the liberalisation of the economy. 
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30. (a) Civil defence aims at saving lives, 

 (b) minimising damage of property   

 (c) and maintaining continuity of industrial production  

 (d) in case of an attack. 

 

31. (a) The topography of the ocean floors  

 (b) is none too well known,  

 (c) since in the greatest areas  the available soundings  

 (d) are often hundreds or even thousands of miles away. 

 

32. (a) It has been argued that he should not 

 (b) be so designated because he so clearly 

 (c) matured and outgrew the kinds of  romanticism  

 (d) exhibited by Wordsworth, Shelley and Keats . 

 

Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

33. 1. A new combination may be the subject matter of a patent although every part of the 

combination per se is old. 

 A. The elements of this combination are combined together so as to produce a new result. 

 B. The result produced by a combination is either a new article or a better article or a 

cheaper article than before. 

 C. Such a combination is an invention or a manufacture under the statute and may well be 

the subject matter for a patent. 

 D. Here the new article is not the parts themselves but the assembling and working them 

together, which ex hypothesis is new. 

 6. However, a mere collection of two or more things without the exercise of some inventive 

faculty in combining them is not a subject matter of a patent. 

 (a) ABDC  (b) CDBA  (c) CBAD  (d) DABC  

34. 1. The concept of Experience curve is relevant to a number of areas in strategic 

management. 

 A. Experience curve is based on the commonly observed phenomenon that unit costs 

decline as a firm accumulates experience in terms of a cumulative volume of production. 

 B. The implication is that larger firms in  an industry would tend to have lower unit costs as 

compared to those for smaller companies thereby gaining  a  competitive cost advantage 

. 

 C. It is not a portfolio analysis technique but is an important concept used for applying a 

portfolio approach. 

 D. The concept is akin to a learning curve which explains the efficiency increase gained by 

workers through repetitive productive work. 

 6. Experience curve results from a variety of factors such as learning effects and 

economies of scale. 

 (a) DBCA  (b) CBDA  (c) BCAD  (d) ABCD  

35. 1. She who knows only her side of the case knows little of that. 

 A. Her reasons may be good and no one may have been able to refute them. 

 B. But if she is equally unable to refute the reasons of the other side; if she does not so 

much as know what they are, she has no grounds for preferring either opinion. 

 C. The rational position for her would be suspension of judgement and unless she contents  

herself with that she is led either by authority or adopts like the generality of the world 

the side to which she feels the most inclination. 

 D. Nor is it enough that she should hear the arguments of adversaries from her own 

teachers, presented as they state them. 

 6. That is not the way to do justice to her arguments or to bring them in contact with her 

own mind. 

 (a) ACBD  (b) BDCA  (c) ABDC  (d) DBAC  
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36. 1.  Apart from the intersectoral interaction there are complex interlinkages existing between 

the factors in the same sector  of the environment . 

 A. Among these, collaboration of and transfer of technology affect the development of 

technology in a particular company. 

 B. When the technological level is raised, it has repercussions on human beings and the 

man machine system. 

 C. To consider an example of such an interlinkage, the technological environment has a 

number of factors and influences. 

 D. There are implications also for the environmental effects of technology. 

 6. In this manner, both inter and intra sectoral interactions have to be considered while 

understanding different environmental sectors.    

 (a) BDAC  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) CBAD  

 

37 1. A broader term ―management information system‖ is used to denote the organisational 

arrangement designed to aid managers in their activities. 

A.  Other synonymous terms such as total system or integrated system are also indicative of 

the fact that the information system is designed to link different activities. 

 B.   Advances in technology underlying MIS may create a situation where information system 

design can take care of the needs of the top management as well. 

 C.  In terms of management levels MIS has been thought of as being more feasible for the 

middle and operating management . 

 D.  This is since the middle management is more involved in more routine tasks. 

 6. Advancement in processing and usage of information has been made by increasing 

application of computers. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACDB  (c) BDCA  (d) DBAC  

 

38  1 The notion of a tranquil abyss had been so generally held that many investigators were 

initially reluctant to accept the evidence for strong currents and storms in the deep sea. 

 A. Cold water is denser than warm water  

 B. Models of ocean circulation showed that the sinking of cold water near the poles could 

generate strong deep and steady currents flowing towards the equator. 

C. Subsequent observations confirmed the presence of deep currents. 

D. The arguments for the existence of such currents and storms came from theory  

6.    Photographs of the sea floor revealed extensive graded beds. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) BDCA  (c) BCAD  (d) BCDA  

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

39. CALLOW : MATURITY 

 (a) incipient  fruition (b) youthful : senility  

(c) eager : anxiety    (d) apathetic : disinterest 

 

40.   INAUGURATE: PRESIDENT 

(a) abdicate: king   (b) campaign : candidate   

(c) promote :student   (d) install : officer 

 

41. DOGGEREL: POET 

(a) symphony : composer   (b) pot-boiler : novelist    

(c) soliloquy : playwright   (d) easel : painter 

 

42.  DUNGEON : CONFINEMENT 

(a) hospital: mercy    (b) school : truancy    

(c) asylum: refuge   (d) courthouse: remorse 

 

43.   RAMSHACKLE: SOUNDNESS 

(a) garbled : clarity    (b) humdrum: monotony      

 (c) decrepit : demolition   (d) flimsy : transparency 
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44. SENTENTIOUS: APHORISM 

(a) redundant: criticism   (b) allegorical : maxim    

(c) deprecatory: panegyric  (d) laudatory: eulogy 

 

Direction: You have to replace each of these sentences with the most appropriate word from among 

the four options given.   

 

45.  A long speech of denunciation 

(a) Banter (b) Rhetoric (c) Slander (d) Tirade 

 

46.  A point in a body‘s orbit at which it is nearest the earth 

(a) Perigee (b) Perihelion (c) Apogee (d) Aphelion  

 

 

47.  A person who writes from dictation or copies manuscripts   

(a) Stenographer (b) Secretary (c) Amanuensis (d) Archaeologist 

 

48.  Intellectually unsatisfying  

(a) Morose (b) Jejune (c) Dreary (d) Tedious 

 

49.  A coil of false hair worn as an adornment  

(a) Pastiche (b) Coiffure (c) Wreath (d) Braid 

 

50.  A rampart or defence  

(a) Bulwark (b) Buttress (c) Fort (d) Barrier 
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Exercise 7(A) 
 

Directions: For each question, select the word among the given choices which is closest in meaning 

to the given word. 

 

1.  EQUITABLE : (a) square (b) just   (c) calm (d) profitable 

 

2. INSULAR : (a) neutral (b) parochial  (c) segregated (d) midway 

 

3. KINDRED : (a) affectionate (b) glorious  (c) pink (d) related 

 

4. JINX : (a) bad luck (b) trash  (c) praise (d) irritation 

 

5. LUCRATIVE : (a) luxurious (b) dissatisfied  (c) profitable (d) harmful 

 

6. MAELSTROM : (a) malice (b) whirlpool  (c) illness (d) prayer 

 

7. MORIBUND : (a) rebellious (b) tiresome  (c) dying             (d) unimportant 

 

Directions: For each question, select the word among the choices which is nearly opposite in 

meaning to the given word. 

 

8. TRUNCATE : (a) lengthen (b) trespass (c) agree (d) stammer 

 

9. VITIATE : (a) improve (b) poison (c) sharpen (d) discover 

 

10. WINSOME : (a) losing (b) ugly (c) sweep               (d) reasonable 

 

11. APPEASE : (a) express (b) compromise (c) confront (d) discover 

 

12. BEGUILE : (a) conceal (b) guide (c) lose (d) mislead 

 

13. CONGENIAL : (a) acquired (b) solemn (c) unpleasant (d) hot 

 

14. DESPONDENCY : (a) opaque (b) optimism (c) poverty (d) despair 

 

Directions: Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

15. asperse, slander, disperse, calumniate 

 (a) asperse (b) slander (c) disperse (d) calumniate  

16. reign, rule, law, dictum 

 (a) reign (b) rule (c) law (d) dictum 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

17. 1.  A second look at the mix of the sources of energy, with a tilt in favour of domestic 

resources, has become necessary. 

 2.  Economic growth and industrialisation are contingent upon the adequate availability of 

inexpensive energy. 

 3.  The oil-shock of the seventies has further reinforced the significance of the issues relating 

to sources and utilisation of energy. 

 4.  The sharp spurt in oil-prices, with its attendant drain on external resources, has 

necessitated a review of the energy policy in India. 

 5.  The level of Technology of a country and its rate of development also hinge upon the 

nature and sources of available energy. 

 (a) 5,2,1,3,4 (b) 3,5,4,2,1 (c) 2,1,3,4,5 (d) 2,5,3,4,1 
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18. 1.  A focus on India's relative position vis-à-vis these countries in terms of various  types of 

economic and social indicators is therefore necessary for a further evaluation of India's 

economic performance. 

 2. Importance of inter-country comparison in a changing world can hardly be over-emphasised  

 3.  Development programs under the aegis of five year plans in India have aimed at catching 

up with the developed industrial economies. 

 4.  Relative ordering or countries is subject to change over time. Their position at any point in 

time depending upon the relative rates of change. 

 5.  Differentials in the rates of growth across different aspects of economic and social life 

within each country lend additional dimensions to the inter-country comparisons. 

 (a) 1,5,4,2,3 (b) 3,2,4,1,5 (c) 2,4,5,3,1 (d) 2,5,3,1,4 

 

19. 1.  In addition, a number of public sector  companies, both at the central and state levels, have 

come into existence. 

 2.  At present, it is a mix of several forms, both in terms of organisation and ownership. 

 3.  The degree of professionalisation in management has increased a great deal, although in 

the private sector. 

 4.  Growth and evolution of the corporate sector in India is largely a by-product of the change 

in the economic environment and  legislative control over it. 

 5.  A large number of private sector joint stock companies of different size-groups are in 

operation. 

 (a) 5,3,1,4,2 (b) 4,2,5,1,3 (c) 3,1,5,2,4 (d) 4,5,2,3,1 

 

20. 1.  According to it, India is a union of states, and a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic 

republic. 

 2.  It also enunciates certain Directive Principles of State Policy. 

 3.  Besides guaranteeing certain Fundamental Rights to the citizens of the Union, the 

constitution also enumerates certain Fundamental Duties for them. 

 4.  The most potent instrument of integration and establishing `unity-in-diversity; is the  

constitution of India. 

 5.  These principles though not justifiable, are fundamental in the governance of the country 

and the formulation of laws. 

 (a) 5,2,1,4,3 (b) 4,1,3,2,5 (c) 4,5,1,3,2 (d) 3,1,2,5,4 

 

21. 1.  Therefore the success of any development strategy depends largely on the extent to which 

human resources are developed in terms of skills, education, health and well being. 

 2.  Education also fosters a value-system conducive to the national development goals. 

 3.  Human resources development is a key factor  in the process of growth and development. 

 4.  Levels of health are an equally vital input for economic development and prerequisite to 

achieve it. 

 5.  Large stock of population in India can be a precious asset provided that is trained and 

educated on sound lines and possesses reasonable levels of health. 

 (a) 1,4,2,5,3 (b) 3,2,1,4,5 (c) 5,2,4,1,3 (d) 3,2,4,5,1 

 

Directions: Select the pair among the choices which have a relationship between themselves which 

is similar to the relationship between the given pair.  

 

22. CAR : CHASSIS 

 (a) building : wall    (b) book : paper 

 (c) ship : keel        (d) grain : chaff 

 

23. LIGHTNING : THUNDER 

 (a) cyclone : typhoon  (b) accident : mishap 

 (c) ignition : engine  (d) bacteria : infection 

 

24. EXAMINATION : DIPLOMA 

 (a) test : preparation   (b) work : wages 

 (c) dictionary : meaning  (d) switch : fuse 
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25. PAINTER : BRUSH 

 (a) driver : car   (b) teacher : student  

 (c) farmer : hoe   (d) executive : plan 

 

26. CHIVALRY : LADY 

 (a) loyalty : master   (b) voyage : captain 

 (c) royalty : author   (d) maturity : major 

 

27. BIRD : EGG 

 (a) tree : root   (b) plant : seed 

 (c) animal : mammal   (d) child : family 

 

28. COAST GUARD : MARINER 

 (a) cricketer : captain (b) police : constable 

 (c) air force : air marshal (d) publishing : author 

 

Directions: Select the pair of words among the choices which do not have a relationship between 

themselves similar to the relationship between the given pair.  

 

29. WAR : DESTRUCTION 

 (a) virus : disease      (b) cloud : rain 

 (c) learning : knowledge  (d) vegetable : food 

 

30. ORANGE : MARMALADE 

 (a) potato : vodka    (b) wheat : bread 

 (c) rice : rum     (d) tomato : ketchup 

 

31. COSMIC : UNIVERSE 

 (a) terrestrial : earth  (b) lunar : moon 

 (c) connubial : youth     (d) annular : ring 

 

32. POSTHUMOUS : DEATH 

 (a) prandial : dinner   (b) natal : birth 

 (c) hasty : post        (d) romantic : love 

 

33. BUILDING : VERTICAL 

 (a) ladder : slanting  (b) street : horizontal 

 (c) photograph : graphic (d) plumb : straight 

 

34. WORD : LETTER 

 (a) book : page      (b) team : player 

 (c) ship : crew      (d) phrase : word 

 

35. STUBBORN : RESISTANCE 

 (a) ambitious : avarice (b) crestfallen : dejection 

 (c) devious : dishonesty (d) prudent : discretion 

 

Directions : Select the single word among the choices which very nearly means the same as the 

given phrase. 

 

36. an imaginary but a perfect society 

 (a) idealism (b) cornucopia (c) utopia          (d) plethora  

 

37. genocide based on race or religion 

 (a) apartheid (b) segregation (c) animism        (d) pogrom 

 

38. theft of someone else's writings 

 (a) facsimile (b) plagiarism (c) forgery          (d) parody 
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39. a gentle breeze 

 (a) southwind (b) squall (c) draft              (d) zephyr 

 

40. next month  

 (a) ultimo     (b) instant (c) proximo        (d) pronto 

 

Directions: Each sentence has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that a word or phrase is 

missing. From the choices, select the words or phrases which best fit the meaning of the sentence as 

a whole. 

 

41. Credit must go to Indian ---, for developing hybrid varieties which have boosted up foodgrains 

production. 

 (a) economists (b) agriculturists  (c) agronomists  (d) entomologists 

 

42. He is convalescing after a heart-attack and is strictly following the --- stipulated by the doctor. 

 (a) prescription (b) treatment (c) regimen         (d) recipe 

 

43. He was unhappy in all the jobs he held so far, but finally seems to have found his --- as an 

advertisement executive 

 (a) employment      (b) avocation (c) niche (d) placement 

 

44. The owner of the business was prepared to sell his enterprise to whoever was willing to ---all 

his liabilities. 

 (a) indict (b) liquidate (c) liquefy    (d) lacerate 

 

45. He is by temperament an ---, and does not mix with people 

 (a) ascetic  (b) introvert (c) invertebrate    (d) expatriate 

 

46. We knew that the labour leader was an expert in ---- ; he would tell us something, but the 

exact opposite to his followers. 

 (a) cupidity (b) dissembling  (c) dichotomy       (d) discordance 

 

47. Unlike Protestant priests, the catholic clergy are expected to be ---- 

 (a) bachelors (b) single (c) unmarried       (d) celibate 

 

48. I do not know how, with his --- he can ever thrive in politics which requires unabashed 

dissimulation all the time. 

 (a) honesty (b) candour (c) credibility       (d) conciliation 

 

49. It is ---- that Mahatma Gandhi who always stood for compromise should have been killed 

violently. 

 (a) absurd (b) apathetic (c) ridiculous (d) anomalous 

 

50. It is only in films that accidents first cause ---- and later conveniently bring back the heroine's 

memory in the final scene. 

 (a) forgetfulness  (b) antithesis (c) amnesia           (d) anaesthesia 

 

Directions: Two sentences below are joined in three different ways and the beginnings of each 

composite sentence is given. Choose the ones which are syntactically, idiomatically and semantically 

correct. 

 

51. A hungry fox saw some bunches of grapes. They were hanging from a vine. 

I. A hungry fox saw some bunches of grapes hanging … 

II. A hungry fox saw some grapes bunching from … 

III. A vine of  grape bunches was eyed by … 

 (a) I only (b) III only (c) I & II (d) I, II & III  (e) I & III 

 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 79 

52. Cinderella hurried away with much haste . She dropped one of her little glass slippers. 

I. Hurrying away hastily, Cinderella dropped… 

II. Cinderella dropped one of her little glass slippers when she … 

III. Cinderella hastily dropped one of her … 

 (a) I only (b) II only (c) I & II (d) I & III  (e) I, II & III 

 

53. After the storm the boat had no mast. It could not keep before the wind. 

I. After the storm, the now mastless boat could not … 

II. The stormy winds sunk the mastless … 

III. The boat without a mast was sunk after the … 

 (a) I only (b) III only   (c) I & III (d) II & III  (e) I, II & III 

 

54. Bonaparte was born a Corsican. He distinguished himself at school. 

I. The Corsican Bonaparte, was a distinguished … 

II. The distinguished student Bonaparte was born … 

III. The distinguishing Bonaparte was a Corsican at … 

 (a) I, II & III (b) I only  (c) II only (d) I & II  (e) None 

 

55. He had read Milton. He had read him in a prose translation. 

I. He had read Milton in a prose … 

II. He had read the prose translation of … 

III. He had read Milton translated into … 

 (a) I, II & III (b) I only  (c) II only (d)I & II  (e) None 

 

Directions: Read the two sentences given below with the words in bold and mark as the answer  

 (a) if the use of the word in statement 1 is correct but in 2 is not. 

 (b) if the use of the word in statement 2 is correct but in 1 is not. 

 (c) if the use of the words in both sentences is correct. 

 (d) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be correct if the words 

were interchanged. 

 (e) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect and cannot be corrected even if 

interchanged 

 

56. 1. These measures will assure the success of our program 

 2. When you mail this package please assure it.     

 

57. 1. His discomfort was irritated by a toothache. 

 2. Kitty‘s constant nagging aggravated her husband.    

   

58. 1. He  alluded to his past job but did not go into the details. 

 2. He referred bitterly to his most recent clash with the foreman.    

 

59. 1. The Governor lives in a luxuriant mansion. 

 2. Alice has a luxurious head of hair.     

  

60. 1. These children rate very high in verbal skills. 

 2. John chose to give his teacher an verbal rather than a written report. 
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Exercise 7(B) 
 

Directions: From the following sets of four sentences, choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise grammatically, semantically and logically. 

 

1. (a)  He finished his exercise and then put away his books.   

 (b)  Having finished his exercise, he put away his books. 

 (c)  He put away his books on finishing his exercise. 

  (d)  The exercise over, he put away his books. 

 

2. (a) He died in the village where he was born 

(b) He was born in the village where he has died. 

(c) The village he died in was where he was born. 

(d) In the village where he was born, he died. 

 

3.  (a) Scarcely anyone believes in such ghost stories nowadays. 

(b) No one scarcely believes in such ghost stories nowadays. 

(c) Nowadays scarcely does anyone believe in such ghost stories. 

(d) Such ghost stories are scarcely believed by no one nowadays. 

 

4. (a) I like to see a smiling face. 

(b)  I like to see a face with a smile on it. 

(c)  I like to see faces that smile. 

(d) Smiling faces are what I like. 

 

5. (a) Your statement that you found money in the street will not be believed. 

 (b) That you found money in the street is a statement which will not be believed. 

 (c) Your statement of having found money in the street is unbelievable. 

 (d) No one will believe you if your statement says that you found money in the street. 

 

6. (a) Men fear death as children fear to go in the dark. 

(b) Just as children fear to go in the dark, men fear that they will die. 

(c) Men fear death as children fear going in the dark. 

(d) Death scares men as darkness does children. 

Directions : In these questions, some parts of a sentence have been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the ones which complete the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

The number of blanks which can be correctly filled is the answer. e.g. 1:a, 2:b etc. 

7. Assuming, that is, that the (___) science of complexity achieves the successful crossover to 

management that its (___) are trying to engineer. An  (___) of chaos theory, complexity 

posits that the combined effects of individual (___) of such a system, each following simple 

rules can lead to a high level of satisfaction. 

 developing, patrons, extension, postulate, example, components, parts, emerging 

8. A business party is not the time to experiment with new recipes or serve (___) or unusual 

food. Finding out a business guests likes and dislikes is also smart (___), especially if the 

party is small. Serving the guest of (___) something she has hated since childhood, or even 

worse, something that breaks her into hives is terribly embarrassing. You could be wise to 

consider any religious (___) as well. 

 Exotic, honour, prohibitions, different, unusual, moves, sentiments 

9. Whatever the (___) image of a centimillionaire may be, Dennis does not fit it. His low 

spending lifestyle is (___). In fact his only real extravagances are his sizeable political and 

charitable contributions. His political views also do not (___) with the popular image of the 

very rich. In recent years he has taken an increasingly active role in the political sphere, 

supporting a variety of (___) candidates.  

 Mesh, conventional, unusual, famed, renowned, meet, jell, liberal, promising  
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10. Both the mechanical and (___) super traders we talked about earlier expressed that they had 

dreams about the market that were (___) accurate. Most traders say that such dreams are 

(___) enough so that they could trade on them with regularity. This (___) can happen even 

more frequently than one can imagine, in symbolic form. 

 

Amazingly, phenomenon, genius, clairvoyant, remarkably, rare, uncommon, occurrence 

 

11. The nobles of Persia, in the (___) of luxury and despotism preserved a strong sense of (___) 

and personal honour. From the age of seven years they were taught to speak the truth, to 

shoot with the bow and to ride. It was universally (___) that in the last two of these arts they 

had more than a common proficiency. The most (___) youths were trained under the 

Monarch‘s eye. 

 

Lap, bosom, midst, pride, chivalry, confirmed, accepted, talented, promising  

 

12. Try to pick your technology challenges at (___) as opposed to choosing those that have 

some immediate (___) to work in progress. This shows your immediate grasp of technology 

.If your department is building a new customer database, insist that it (___) the ability to 

store aromas and music. If you are too lazy to (___) new technologies for new ideas, simply 

combine any new concepts and challenge your staff to make it happen. 

 

Random, relevance, length, pertinence, bearing, connection, significance 

 

Directions: Each question is a logical sequence of statements with a missing link, the location of 

which is shown parenthetically. Choose the alternative that best fits the sequence logically. 

 

13. The order of reality that interests the scientists is the empirical order, that is the order of data 

and phenomena revealed to us through observation or experience. (___) And therefore, 

often it is necessary for our natural powers of observation to be supplemented by the most 

intricate of mechanical aids for a given object to be empirical in the sense just used. 

 (a) To be precise or explicit about what is, and is not, revealed by observation is not always 

easy to be sure. 

 (b) What is empirical and observable today may have been non existent in scientific 

consciousness a decade ago. 

 (c) Moreover empirical data is often inferred from direct observation. 

 (d) That the electron is not immediately visible as the mountain range, does not mean 

obviously that it is any less empirical. 

 

14. It is argued that women have their domestic duties to perform and that if they were educated, 

would bury themselves in their books and have little time for attending to the management of 

their households.(___) But women are no more liable to this temptation than men and most 

women would be able to do their household work all the better for being able to refresh their 

minds in the intervals of leisure with a little reading. 

 (a) It is the height of selfishness for men who fully appreciate in their own case the great 

disadvantage of a good education, to deny the same advantages to women. 

 (b) There is no valid argument by which the exclusion of the female sex from the privilege of 

education can be defended. 

 (c) Education would even help them in the narrowest sphere of womanly duty. 

 (d) Of course it is possible for men as it is for women to neglect necessary work in order to 

spare more time for reading sensational novels. 

 

15. What demotees fail to see is that they have taken a career hit and that has caused damage. 

(___) In my experience, nobody recovers from a demotion by denying it. 

 (a) For most people the immediate response to a demotion is to wipe the dust off their 

resumes and start looking for a new job. 

 (b) This is a logically emotional reaction. 

 (c)  If they don‘t do something to repair that damage, they will eventually sink  

(d) As an employer who has demoted people over the years this is not the response I try to 

elicit.  
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16. None was more vigilant than he in study and in whatever else he undertook, inasmuch that 

his wife and family were annoyed thereby until they grew accustomed to his ways and after 

that they paid no heed thereto. (___) When however there was cause he was eloquent and 

fluent in speech and possessed of an excellent and ready delivery.  

 (a)  In both his domestic and public demeanour he was admirably composed and orderly and 

in all things courteous and civil beyond any other. 

 (b) Not did he show more epicurism in one thing than another. 

 (c) Led on by this delight he composed many poems which he made them clothe in pleasing 

and masterly melody. 

 (d) He rarely spoke unless questioned and then thoughtfully and then in a voice suited to 

the matter thereof he treated. 

 

17. Freedom and power bring responsibility. (___) Before the birth of freedom we have endured 

the pains of labour and our hearts are heavy with the memory of this sorrow.  

 (a) That responsibility rests upon this assembly, a sovereign body representing the 

sovereign people of India. 

 (b) Some of those pains continue even now. 

 (c) Nevertheless the past is over and it is the future that beckons us now. 

 (d) The future is not one of ease or resting but of incessant striving. 

 

Direction: You have to replace each of these sentences with the most appropriate word from among 

the four options given.   

 

18. Subject to whim 

 (a) arbitrary  (b) capricious  (c) frivolous (d) fanciful 

 

19. A person dedicated to a monastic life or work 

 (a) hermit  (b) acerbic  (c) monk (d) oblate  

 

20. A collector of matchbox labels  

 (a) philatelist  (b) philanthropist (c) phillumenist (d) numismatist 

   

21. Lacking in seriousness  

 (a) frivolous  (b) callous  (c) joker (d) causal 

 

22. Restraint from eating and drinking  

 (a) abstinence  (b) temperance        (c) obstetric (d) moderation 

 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 
  

23. A. Indian investors have been always suspicious of conglomerates 

B. Because its promoters objectives are not aligned to those of its shareholders and 

because it‘s businesses are too complex for even their management to understand.  

C. Increasingly they paint an image of a large diversified group that delivers poor 

performance and whose whole is less than the sum of its parts. 

D. Diversification has been the result of a licensed economy more than anything else, they 

claim. 

 (a) ACBD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) BACD 

 

24. A. Maritian expressed discouragement at the pessimism and the lack of self confidence 

characteristic of the western democracies . 

 B. Bourgeois individualism was, however, implicitly immoral. 

 C. In the post war world he joined enthusiastically in the resurgence of that confidence. 

 D. While stopping short of asserting that democracy as a political system flowed directly 

from correct philosophical principles he nonetheless dismissed Fascism and 

Communism as being inherently irrational. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d)ADBC 
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25. A. Advection fog is formed by the slow passage of relatively warm, moist, stable air over a 

colder wet surface. 

 B. Common at sea whenever cold and warm ocean currents are in close proximity, it may 

affect adjacent coasts. 

 C. A good example is provided by the frequent dense fogs formed off the Grand Banks of 

Newfoundland in summer, when winds from the warm Gulf Stream blow over the cold 

Labrador current. 

 D.  It may also occur over land, especially in winter. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) BACD 

 

26. A. Occupation absorbs time and energy so long as we choose to give them: it demands 

constant initiative and it is its own reward.     

 B. Work implies necessity: it is something that must be done as contributing to the means 

of life in general and to one‘s subsistence in particular. 

 C. A distinction should be made between work and occupation. 

 D. For the average person the necessity in work is valuable, for he is saved the mental 

stress involved in devising outlets for his energy. 

 (a) CBAD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) BACD 

 

27. A. Smith saw no moral virtue in selfishness; on the contrary he saw its dangers. 

 B. Today Smith is widely seen as an intellectual champion of self-interest. 

 C. This is a misconception. 

 D. Still less was he a defender of capital over labour. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BCAD   (d) BACD 

 

28. A. There is no mystery about East Asia‘s strength: its nations out-invest equivalently 

wealthy Western nations. 

 B. Just why are the East Asians investing so much? 

 C. This innocuous sounding question gets to the heart of the unreality of the conventional 

American Economics. 

D. Remember that in the fanciful global economy of the mainstream US economic theory, 

capital supposedly flows instantly around the world to wherever the opportunities are the 

best. 

 (a) DABC  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) ABCD 

 

29. A. The simple solution is unfortunately not a viable one. 

 B. Just as not all literature written during the romantic period can be seen as romantic, so 

too not all modern fiction is modernist. 

 C. Moreover just as there are arguments about what does or does not characterise 

romanticism, so too there is no by means any universal agreement as to what constitutes 

realism or modernism in the novel. 

 D. Given all these complications it might be thought wise to merely avoid using either term. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) DABC 

 

30. A. By this means engineering knowledge was spread and interchanged, and a foundation 

for schools in which professional standards were formulated was set up. 

B. Engineers and skilled workmen were formed into semi-military guilds and were 

despatched throughout the empire to supervise the work. 

 C. From these fragmentary beginnings evolved the laws of the art of building drawn up by 

the Roman engineering authority Vitruvius in the 1
st
 century AD in his work De 

Architectura. 

 D. Roman bridges required for a military campaign such as that over the Danube, were 

usually built by legionaries and financed by the treasury ; non military bridges employed 

forced labour and relied on contributions by the townships. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) CBDA   (d) BACD 

 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 84 

31. A. There are certain states of body and mind which are productive of objectless fright and 

the most ridiculous thing in the world is able to provoke it to activity. 

 B. Fright is often prior to an object; that is to say fright comes first and something is 

invented or discovered to account for it. 

 C. The conclusions which are so alarming are not those of the reason therefore, but, to use 

Spinoza‘s words of the ―affects‖. 

 D. It is perhaps not too much to say the moment any calamity is apprehended by the reason 

alone, it loses nearly all its power to disturb and unfix us. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) BADC  (c) DABC   (d) CBAD 

 

32. A. The impacted culture can develop a severe inferiority complex or some other pathology. 

 B. Probably the most important among these are the many effects that can result from the 

impact of two cultures on each other particularly when one of the cultures is more 

modern and powerful. 

 C. Many experts once saw this desirable in that they saw the goal of development as the 

breaking apart of old society and rebuilding of new society more or less along Western 

lines. 

 D. But this view has generally been replaced by the belief that there should be mutual 

adaptation. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) BACD 

 

Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

33. 1. To date, widespread use of gasohol has been impeded by the cost and technological 

difficulty of extracting glucose from plant cellulose. 

 A. Dr. George Tsao of Purdue University, is perfecting an extraction process  that could 

yield commercial, clean burning alcohol for about 80 cents a gallon. 

 B. The Tsao process begins by dissolving wheat, corn potatoes, sugar beets or any plant 

with a high starch or sugar content in a dilute sulphuric acid bath to remove the outer cell 

wall. 

 C. But recent breakthroughs are about to make the production of gasohol easier and less 

costly  

 D. Two plant fibres that are chemically bound, lignin and cellulose remain. 

 6. This mixture is neutralised with lime, dried, and sloshed violently about in a tumbler of 

more highly concentrated sulphuric acid to dissolve the bonds between lignin and 

cellulose. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) BACD 

 

34. 1. The capitalistic system also has furthered the advance of bureaucracy. 

 A. The rational estimation of economic risks, which is presupposed in capitalism requires 

that the regular processes of the competitive market not be interrupted by external forces 

in unpredictable ways. 

 B. It is pertinent to note that after the American Revolution such representatives of the 

capitalists as Alexander Hamilton advocated a strong  federal government. 

 C. The interest of capitalism demands therefore not only the overthrow of tyrannical rulers 

but also the establishment of governments strong enough to maintain order and stability. 

 D. Arbitrary actions of political tyrants interfere with rational calculation of gain or loss and 

so do banditry, piracy and social upheavals. 

 6. Capitalism then promotes effective and extensive operations of the government. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) BACD 

 

35. 1. Etruscan sculptors preferred to work in clay or bronze rather than in stone. 

 A. It furnished a faithful image of the deceased to aid his survival in his afterlife. 

 B. Their forte however was the portrait. 

 C. They were particularly fond of the bas-relief, in which they produced delightfully 

animated bronze figures framed in elegant arabesques. 

 D. The art of portraiture had deep funerary significance. 
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 6. Frequently, in the seventh century BC, the portrait of the deceased formed the lid of the 

crematory urn. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) DBAC   (d) BACD 

 

36. 1. The opposite of adaptive divergence is an interesting and fairly common expression of 

evolution. 

 A. Whereas related groups of organisms take on widely different characters in becoming 

adapted to unlike environments in case of adaptive divergence when they spot similar 

modes of life or become suited or special sorts of environments. 

 B. For example invertebrate marine animals living firmly attached to the sea bottom or to 

some foreign object lend to develop a subcylindrical or conical form. 

 C. This is illustrated by coral individuals, by many sponges and even by the diminutive 

tubes of bryozoans.  

 D. Adaptive convergence in taking this coral like form is shown by some Brachiopods and 

Pelecypods that grow in fixed position. 

 6. More readily appreciated is the streamlined fitness of most fishes for moving swiftly 

through water. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) BACD 

 

37. 1. In developing a model of cognition, we must recognise that perception of the external 

world does not always remain independent of motivation. 

 A. He begins to demonstrate awareness of people and things which are removed from his 

sensory apparatus and initiates goal directed behaviours. 

 B. While progress towards maturity is positively correlated with difference between 

motivation and cognition, tension will, even in the mature adult militate towards 

narrowing of the range of perception and in the lessening of the objectivity of perception. 

 C. The child develops from belief that all things are an extension of his own body to the 

recognition that objects exist independent of his perception. 

 D. Cognition can be seen as the first step in the sequence of events leading from the 

external stimulus to the behaviour of the individual. 

 6. He may however refuse to recognise the existence of barriers to the attainment of his 

goals despite the fact that his cognition of these objects has been previously 

demonstrated. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CABD  (c) BDCA   (d) DACB 

 

Directions: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that 

part which contains a mistake.  

 

38. (a) Just as the trained artist could separate the values of colour, composition and technique 

 (b) while taking in and evaluating the whole work,  

 (c) so too, the mature person brings in his cognitive learning strengths  

 (d) in appraising a situation he was confronted with 

 

39. (a) The expansion of business firms and the consequent removal  

 (b) of most employees from activities directly governed 

 (c) by the profit principle make it increasingly necessary  

 (d) in introducing bureaucratic methods of administration for the sake of efficiency. 

 

40. (a) Both plants and animals of many sorts  

 (b) show remarkable changes in form structure, growth habits 

 (c) and even mode of reproduction in adapting to 

 (d) different climactic environment, types of food supply or mode of living.   

 

41. (a) In other  words, in America, the legend of economic opportunity, 

 (b) where any man can work his way to the top, 

 (c) there is only slight income mobility outside the natural age cycle  

 (d) of rise and then  falling income. 
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42. (a) In the  adulthood of life, the existence of motivation  

 (b) can be similarly motivational,  

 (c) although the visible presence of the opportunity  

 (d) is not required as the instigator of response. 

 

43. (a) Extreme tiny temperature differences,  

 (b) the effects of which are not observable at  ordinary temperatures,  

 (c) can be of great help in arriving at a  

 (d) low temperature configuration. 

 

44. (a) Brezezinski‘s conjecture that technical specialists 

 (b) undergo continuous retraining is off the mark, 

 (c) in that it assumes such retraining  

 (d) to a managing elite. 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to the relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

45. ANTEBELLUM :  WAR  

(a) antipathy : pathos (b) antenatal : birth 

 (c)  antibiotic : medicine (d)  antitrust :  suit 

 

46. MULISH : PLIANCY 

 (a) shrewish : amiability (b)  sluggish : reluctance  

 (c)  apish : servility (d)  kittenish : motility  

 

47. RETICENT: QUIET 

 (a) satiric : mocking (b) meticulous : stingy  

 (c)  chaotic : ruly (d)  unabashed : demure 

 

48. GEOLOGIST : GNEISS 

 (a) entomologist :insects (b) meteorologist : asteroid  

 (c) herpetologist : liver (d) botanist : zoo 

 

49. ERUDITE : SCHOLAR 

 (a)  meandering : traveller (b) mendacious : liar  

 (c)  pliant : beggar (d) vindictive : conqueror 

 

50. LIMPET: DETACH 

 (a)  porpoise : sound (b) eel : wriggle  

(c)  pig : austere (d) chameleon : disguise 
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Exercise 8(A) 
 
Directions: For each question, select the word among the given choices which is closest in meaning 

to the given word. 

 

1. OBELISK : (a) column (b) asterisk (c) tomb (d) bone 

 

2. PERT : (a) curt (b) lively (c) intentional (d) calm 

 

3. PRODIGY : (a) manufacture(b) favourite (c) genius (d) honesty 

 

4. RAREFY : (a) scold (b) exhaust (c) unearth (d) purify 

 

5. REVAMP : (a) coquette (b) improve (c) punish (d) revenge 

 

6. SEDIMENT : (a) residue (b) imitation (c) vulgarity (d) strength 

 

7. STAID : (a) juicy (b) dull (c) oppressed (d) dirty 

 

Directions: For each question, select the word among the choices which is nearly opposite in 

meaning to the given word. 

 

8. EMANATE : (a) instruct (b) transmit (c) absorb (d) erase 

 

9. EXPURGATE : (a) insert (b) lighten (c) annoy (d) expunge 

 

10. HAUTEUR : (a) health (b) modesty (c) essence (d) pride 

 

11. INCOHERENT : (a) endless (b) harmless (c) cogent (d) hostile 

 

12. IMPECCABLE : (a) faulty (b) unfriendly (c) vulnerable (d) irritating 

 

13. MALODOROUS : (a) cacophonic (b) fragrant (c) bright (d) unpleasant 

 

14.  NEBULOUS : (a) obsolete (b) regular (c) concrete           (d) pretentious 

 

Directions: Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

15. draft, zephyr, squall, sapphire 

 (a) draft (b) zephyr (c) squall (d) sapphire 

16. zither harp, flute, guitar 

 (a) zither (b) harp (c) flute (d) guitar 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

17. 1.  It is quite another for them to question publicly the character or popularity of the President 

of the US, their leader. 

 2. The President wants to ban all forms of discrimination within the armed forces. 

 3.  If the current officers cannot feel respect and loyalty for their commander, they should step 

aside. 

 4.  The hallmarks of the US military are their discipline and loyalty to the chain of command. 

 5.  It is ironic that the Old Guard who are concerned about the morale and discipline within the 

ranks should publicly question the fitness of their leader, the President, to make decisions. 

 6.  It is one thing for the armed forces to debate their role in the changing global climate. 

 (a) 2,3,4,1,5,6 (b) 3,6,1,2,4,5 (c) 2,5,4,3,6,1 (d) 6,1,2,3,5,4. 
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18. 1.  Every kind of food is preserved at the precise temperature and humidity it requires to stay a 

fresh. 

 2.  The system we offer you is the latest in international refrigeration technology from Sanyo. 

 3.  It could change the way you buy, store and eat food. 

 4.  The interior of the system is divided into multiple compartments with different temperature 

zones. 

 5.  Take look at our new BPL refrigerator with its special refrigerating system. 

 6.  We are determined to help you taste food the way it was created - fresh and natural. 

 (a) 5,3,2,4,1,6 (b) 2,5,3,1,4,6 (c) 6,4,1,2,5,3 (d) 1,6,2,5,4,3. 

 

19. 1.  Why doesn't she try to find her father and mother? 

 2.  It is tragic to see that she seems to have abandoned hope. 

 3.  No picture has moved me so deeply as the one showing a Sudanese child watched by a 

vulture 

 4.  What makes her quit moving farther for food? 

 5.  Nothing can move humanitarian readers more than this photo of the petite Sudanese left 

alone in the wilderness. 

 (a) 5,2,1,4,3 (b) 3,1,4,2,5 (c) 1,4,2,5,3 (d) 3,4,2,5,1. 

 

20. 1.  During a meeting in the town mosque Quzi Nisar listened as speakers praised young 

Kashmiri insurgents. 

 2.  The fact came home last week to Quzi Nisar Ahmed, the powerful chief preacher at           

Anantnag in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 3.  When Quzi Nisar's turn came to present his moderate political views, the crowd shouted 

and heckled him. 

 4.  When the politics of the rebellion takes hold, the middle ground can turn razor thin. 

 5.  Only a call for revolt could salvage the popularity of the bearded preacher. 

 (a) 4,3,2,1,5 (b) 5,3,1,2,4 (c) 4,2,1,3,5 (d) 5,1,2,3,4. 

 

21. 1.  Martin Borman, son of the Hitler aide of the same name, paid tribute and the Holocaust 

Memorial in Jerusalem. 

 2.  In Poland the memory of the resistance fighters killed in the Warsaw uprising was 

honoured. 

 3.  There were discordant notes as well like the fact that one in five American adults surveyed 

claimed to be unconvinced that the Holocaust had ever occurred. 

 4.  In the US capital, President Clinton, Lech Walesa and others listened as survivor Elie 

Wiesel dedicated a Holocaust Memorial Museum 

 5.  From Washington to Warsaw to Jerusalem, commemorations of the Holocaust took many 

shapes. 

 (a) 4,1,2,5,3 (b) 5,3,4,2,1 (c) 5,1,2,4,3 (d) 5,4,2,1,3. 

 

Directions : Select the pair among the choices which have a relationship between themselves which 

is similar to the relationship between the given pair. 

 

22. EVAPORATION : HEAT 

 (a) condensation : refrigerate (b) consumption : cook 

 (c) exhaustion : buy (d) oration : listen 

 

23. LIQUOR : BARTENDER 

 (a) cloth : weaver    (b) food : chef 

 (c) car : chauffeur    (d) lesson : student 

 

24. TOOTH : GUM 

 (a) bone : joint  (b) chest : ribs 

 (c) heart : aorta  (d) eye : socket 

 

25. COW : TETHER 

 (a) dog : kennel   (b) monkey : trick 

 (c) cat : mousetrap  (d) man : handcuff 
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26. DIAMONDS : NECKLACE 

 (a) books : shop  (b) flowers : bouquet 

 (c) gold : bangle  (d) cars : road 

 

27. ICON : IDOL 

 (a) mono : stereo   (b) hydro : water 

 (c) Pluto : planet    (d) nitro : glycerine 

 

28. PERFUNCTORY : SUPERFICIAL 

 (a) corpulent : fat   (b) covert : open 

 (c) conversant : illegal (d) cryptic : laborious 

 

Directions : Select the pair of words among the choices which do not have a relationship between 

themselves similar to the relationship between the given pair. 

  

29. ENTREPRENEUR : ENTERPRISE 

 (a) connoisseur : taste (b) egotist : conceit 

 (c) dilettante : ignorance (d) conspirator : secrecy 

 

30. CELERITY : PROMPTITUDE 

 (a) diffidence : confidence  (b) discordance : dissonance 

 (c) mien : demeanour (d) mandate : command 

 

31. METALLURGY : ALLOY 

 (a) astrology : future (b) lithography : printing 

 (c) etymology : words (d) zoology : zoo 

 

32. MARSUPIAL : KANGAROO 

 (a) prehensile : monkey  (b) mortal : man 

 (c) amphibian : frog   (d) aquatic : whale 

 

33. STOVE : KITCHEN 

 (a) sink : bathroom   (b) window : lounge 

 (c) cot : bedroom    (d) book : study-room 

 

34. GAZELLE : SWIFT 

 (a) sloth : slow   (b) elephant : big 

 (c) dog : loyal  (d) panda : furry 

 

35. THRIFTY : NIGGARDLY 

 (a) articulate : garrulous (b) mature : ripe 

 (c) motivated : ambitious (d) fearing : intimidating 

 

Directions: Select the single word among the choices which nearly means the same as the given 

phrase. 

 

36. fire works display for amusement 

 (a) glitter    (b) crackers (c) pyrotechnics (d) sparklers 

 

37. interesting narrator of stories 

 (a) novelist        (b) broadcaster (c) raconteur       (d) orator 

 

38. exact and methodical thinking 

 (a) non sequitur    (b) ratiocination (c) rationalism     (d) psychiatry 

 

39. feeling a guilt 

 (a) reparation      (b) remorse (c) recuperation    (d) refulgence 
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40. a Christian mass in memory of dead person 

 (a) requiem         (b) obsequies (c) funeral   (d) litany 

 

Directions: Each sentence has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that a word or phrase is 

missing. From the choices, select the words or phrases which best fit the meaning of the sentence as 

a whole. 

 

41. There are no --- restrictions in this company; you can come to the office in any decent dress of 

your choice. 

 (a) sartorial         (b) wearing (c) costume           (d) outfit 

 

42. He hated smoking, and cigarettes were strictly --- in his presence. 

 (a) unwanted          (b) restricted  (c) outlisted     (d) taboo 

 

43. After three days of hectic negotiations in Delhi, the diplomats left for a weekend --- to Goa. 

 (a) rest              (b) sojourn (c) enjoyment        (d) vacation 

 

44. It was India which --- the Commonwealth movement that today has more than twenty-five 

members 

 (a) inaugurated       (b) led (c) founded   (d) spearheaded 

 

45. Very few persons know how Uncle Sam, the ---for the United States, originated. 

 (a) pseudonym       (b) pen name (c) sobriquet         (d) mascot  

 

46. I am not interested in hunting, but would like to see the wild animals in their natural ----; so, I 

shall also join the --- 

 (a) homes --- excursion (b) habitat --- safari 

 (c) surroundings --- trip (d) forest --- picnic 

 

47. At least three Ministers in Rajiv Gandhi's cabinet are --- of erstwhile royal families. 

 (a) members           (b) descendants (c) scions (d) inheritors 

 

48. Param Vir Chakra is awarded for the greatest --- in wartime. 

 (a) victory     (b) prowess (c) activity      (d) fight 

 

49. Because of preponderance of males among their population, many tribal communities even 

today practice --- 

 (a) polygamy          (b) polytheism (c) polyarchy         (d) polyandry 

 

50. The ruling party usually offers myriad concessions on election-eve in order to ---various 

interests. 

 (a) satisfy        (b) appease  (c) placate   (d) influence 

 

Directions: Read the passage below and fill in the blanks with the best alternative. 

 

During the (51) the rise of the discount store was discussed. It was thought of to be a (57) partly 

based on the realisation  that good (54) service can be secured for most (59) and for most markets. 

There may be an (53) in the case of TV sets, it was (60), since it was common to find great (58) as to 

the quality of service and delay in meeting calls. The subsequent (56) raised questions as to the (55) 

of the policy of requiring the retailer to give free service time under the terms of the (52).  

 

51.  (a) acrimony (b) debate (c) interference (d) gathering (e) discussion 

 

52.  (a) guarantee (b) deal (c) rule (d) warrant (e) pledge 

 

53.  (a) difference (b) exception (c) anomaly (d) exemption (e) deviation 

 

54.  (a) after-sales (b) standby (c) committed (d) independent     (e)autonomy  
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55.  (a) wording (b) efficiency (c) legitimacy (d) revelation (e) pertinence 

 

56.  (a) talk (b) dissembling (c) debate (d) argument (e) chat 

 

57.  (a) concept (b) perception (c) aberration    (d) thought (e) discussion  

 

58.  (a) biliousness (b) rebellion (c) exactitude (d) illumination (e) resentment 

 

59.  (a) appliances (b) exigencies (c) goodies  (d) contraption (e) equipment 

 

60.  (a) absolved (b) condemned (c) decided  (d) hypothesised (e) recognised
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Exercise 8(B) 
 
Directions: Arrange sentences A, B, C and D between sentences 1 and 6, so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

1. 1.  The importance of information security is continuing to grow as managers have 

recognized the perils of doing business in  a global networked  environment. 

 A. In the future its need can only increase. 

 B. We are on the brink of an information revolution in which organisations will be networked 

globally in a virtual web. 

  C. The pressing need to do business in this environment will override senior management‘s 

natural inhibitions against the use of untested new technologies. 

 D. However the skills necessary to guide an organisations securely into the world of virtual 

business are in short supply. 

6.  And despite the flood of software and hardware solutions that security vendors provide, 

this trend will continue for the foreseeable future. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) BCAD  

 

2. 1.  You can also agree to share a secretary with another leader to reduce costs. 

 A. Before long, every employee will be willing to take a bullet for you  

 B. You might have to work that secretary 80 hours a week until she is bitter and unattractive 

to look at, but when you make personal sacrifices like this, it is contagious. 

 C. It all works out the same bullet-wise. 

 D. And if they aren‘t just grab one by the arm and pull him in front of you at the last minute. 

 6.  Don‘t get me wrong, leadership isn‘t only about selfish actions,  but also about empty 

meaningless expressions. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) BADC  

 

3. 1.  In four major US Supreme court decisions precedents were established that would 

enable the NAACP to construct a solid legal foundation upon which the Brown case 

would rest—the first being in Oklahoma. 

A. In the Sweatt ruling delivered on the same day, the Supreme court held that the 

maintenance of separate law schools for blacks and whites was unconstitutional. 

B. The Oklahoma regents responded by separating black and white students in cafeterias 

and classrooms. 

C. In the Oklahoma case, the Supreme Court held that the plaintiff was entitled to enroll in 

the university. 

D. The 1950 McLaurin decision ruled that such internal separation was unconstitutional. 

 6. A year after Herman Sweatt entered the University of Texas law school, desegregation 

cases were filed in the states of Kansas, Virginia and Delaware. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) BDCA  (d) BCAD  

 

4. 1.  Despite the many cultural and political and cultural differences among nations, the 

objectives and curriculum at least of elementary education tend to be similar. 

 A. Nearly all nations are committed to mass education which is viewed as eventually 

including a full elementary education for all. 

B. An increasing agreement may be found among nations to the effect that preparation for 

citizenship is one of the major objectives of elementary education. 

C. The proportion of school time devoted to each of these areas may vary from nation to 

nation. 

D. In terms of curriculum this objective suggests an emphasis on language competence, 

arithmetic skills, and basic social studies and science. 

6.   Taken as a whole, however they typically comprise the bulk of the curriculum. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) ABDC  
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5. 1.  The castles and the strongholds of the aristocracy remind us of the reality of their power 

and superiority. 

A. Attack came from the sea, in the Mediterranean from Saracens and Vikings. 

B. Through the long warring centuries when men went defenceless and insecure, the ― 

house‖, the lords fortified dwelling, promised protection, security and peace to all whom 

it sheltered. 

C. From the ninth to the eleventh centuries, if not later, Europe was all too open. 

D. There were periods when the British Isles and the French coasts were raided every year 

by Vikings and in the heart of the continent marauding Magyar armies met invading 

bands of Saracens. 

 6.  Pontresina, near St. Moritz in Switzerland is a memento of the stormy 10
th
 century.  

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) CBDA  (d) DCAB  

 

6 1.  Although antiseptic literally means ―against putrefaction‖ or prevention of sepsis (spread 

of Bacteria)  the term usually is used to refer to the agents applied to the living tissues of 

animals (including man) and plants in order to destroy or inhibit the growth of infectious 

micro-organisms. 

A. In low concentrations an antiseptic may inhibit microbial growth, in high concentrations, it 

may kill them. 

B. Substances that are in contact with external tissues for a long time are considered to be 

antiseptic if they inhibit microbial growth. 

C. The term asepsis is used to describe a process by which microorganisms are prevented 

from entering some objects. 

D. On the other hand, substances that have only a brief contact with internal tissues such 

as mucus membranes are considered antiseptics if recommended amounts destroy 

microorganisms. 

6.  Surgical Asepsis, for example, refers to preventing the introduction of disease causing 

Bacteria into wounds of animals including man. 

 (a) ABDC  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) BCAD  

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A, B, C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent 

paragraph. 

7. A. In field practice a subsurface is mapped by arranging a series of wave train sources, 

such as small dynamite explosions, in a grid pattern. 

 B. Because of its accuracy in outlining the earth‘s subsurface, the seismic reflection method 

remains the most important tool in the search for Petroleum reserves. 

 C. As each source is activated, it generates a wave train that moves downward at a speed 

determined uniquely by the rocks elastic characteristics. 

 D. As rock interfaces are crossed the elastic characteristics encountered generally change 

abruptly, which causes part of the energy to be reflected back to the surface, where it is 

recorded by seismic instruments. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) BACD  

 

8. A. It exists as a tradition set of conventions, a body of written scores separate from the 

individual players associated with it  

 B. As a genre, ragtime requires strict attention to structure, not inventiveness or virtuosity. 

 C. Ragtime style stresses a pattern of repeated rhythms, not the constant inventions and 

variations of jazz  

 D. Ragtime remains distinct from jazz both as an instrument and as a genre. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) DCBA  (c) BDCA  (d) BCAD  

 

9. A.  Anabaena, a freshwater bacteria is a case in point  

 B. Researchers are finding that in many ways an individual bacterium is more analogous to 

a component cell of a multicellular organism than it is to a free living, autonomous 

organism 

 C. Among photosynthetic bacteria, Anabaena is unusual, it is capable of both 

photosynthesis and nitrogen fixation. 

 D. Within a single cell, these two biochemical processes are incompatible. 
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 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) BACD  

 

10. A. The social sciences are less likely than other intellectual enterprises to get credit for 

their accomplishments. 

 B. And the discoveries of the social sciences, once isolated and labelled are quickly 

absorbed into conventional wisdom. 

 C. Human intelligence apprehends truth about human affairs with particular felicity. 

 D. Arguably, this is so because the theories and the conceptual constructs of the social 

sciences are especially accessible 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) ADCB  (d) BCAD  

 

11. A. There is no reliable way of dating much of the Ice Age. 

 B. Geological dates are usually obtained by using the rates of decay of various radioactive 

found in minerals. 

C. Some of these rates are very suitable for old rocks but involve increasing errors when 

used for young rocks. 

 D. Most of the ice age spans a period of time for which no element has an appropriate 

decay rate. 

 (a) CDBA  (b) ACBD  (c) DACB  (d) BCAD  

 

12. A.  And we might then begin to resist their pressure. 

 B. Yet, beneath the overlay of cultural detail, they, too, are said to be biological in direction, 

and therefore as natural to us as our appendixes. 

 C. We would need to comprehend thoroughly their adaptive origins in order to understand 

how badly they guide us now. 

 D. Unhappily, some frailties are presently maladaptive.  

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) DBCA  

 

13. A. There is some dispute on the method of transport involved. 

 B. Some biologists argue that ocean and air currents are responsible for the transport of 

plant seeds to Hawaii. 

 C. Yet the results of flotation experiments and the low temperatures of air currents cast 

doubts on these hypotheses. 

D. More probable is bird transport, either by accidental attachment of seeds to feathers or 

by swallowing of fruit and consequent excretion of seed. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) BCAD  

 

14. A. Some populations remain roughly constant from year to year, while others exhibit regular 

cycles of abundance and scarcity  

 B. The task for ecologists is to untangle the environmental and biological factors that hold 

this intrinsic capacity for population growth in check over the long run. 

 C. The great variety of dynamic behaviour exhibited by different populations makes this 

task more difficult. 

 D. As Gilbert White, Darwin and others observed long ago, all species appear to have the 

innate capacity to increase their numbers from generation to generation. 

 (a) DBCA  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) BCAD  

 

15. A. When the Spanish first came to Mexico, they intermarried with and absorbed the culture 

of the indigenous Indians. 

 B. As their numbers became substantial, their policy of acquiring land by subduing native 

populations began to dominate. 

 C. In the 1820s, US citizens migrated to Texas, attracted by land suitable for cotton. 

 D. This policy of colonisation through acculturation was continued when Mexico acquired 

Texas in the early 1800s and brought the indigenous Indians into Mexican life and 

government. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) ACBD  (c) BDCA  (d) ADBC  
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Directions: In these questions, some parts of a sentence have been left blank. From the given 

choices, select the ones which complete the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

The number of blanks which can be correctly filled is the answer. e.g  1:a, 2:b etc. 

 

16. The (___) of the papyrus administered a severe shock to the vast (___) of classical scholars, 

who had confidently (___) that not only the role of the chorus but also language, metrics and 

characterisation all pointed to an earlier date. This discovery has resulted in no less than a 

total revaluation of every chronological (___) that has been applied to or derived from 

Aeschylus‘ plays. 

 

Predicted, majority, claimed, criterion, parameter, intelligentsia, conclusion, asserted 

 

17. The (___) of scientific grants awarded by foundations is changing as the number of worthy 

requests grows in the face of cuts in (___) spending. Many foundations formerly willing to 

fund (___) but risky projects have begun to support relatively (___) projects only. 

 

 Cutting-edge, conservative, federal, kind, social, official, pattern, safe, innovative 

 

18. Between the early 1870s and the 1890s the mounting (___) discontent in America (___) the 

almost (___) decline in the prices of American agricultural products. The staple growing 

farmers in the US who exhibited the greatest (___) were those who had become dependent 

on foreign markets for the sale of their products. 

 

 Continuous, uninterrupted, social, agrarian, mirrored, discontent, displeasure, paralleled 

 

19. The greater the division of labour in an economy, the greater the need for (___). This is 

because increased division of labour (___) a larger number of specialised producers, which 

results in a greater burden on managers and potentially, in a greater number of (___) of 

supply and production. There is always more division of labour in (___) economies than in 

planned economies. 

 

Entails, requires, integration, co-ordination, disruptions, problems, skills, mismatches 

 

20. Recent taxonomic analysis of individuals from both families indicates that families evolved 

from different ancestors, thereby (___) Wiehle‘s theory. This theory (___) that the families 

must be related based on the (___) that complex behaviour, such as web building could 

evolve only once. According to Kullman, web structure is the only (___) that suggests a 

relationship between families.  

 

Disclaiming, contradicting, premise, assumption, postulated, characteristic, confirming, 

repudiating  

 

21. Hydrogeology is a science (___) with the properties, distribution and circulation of water on 

the surface of the land, in the soil and (___) rocks, and in the atmosphere. The hydrologic 

cycle, a major topic in this science, is the complete cycle of (___) through which the water 

passes, beginning as atmospheric water vapour, passing into liquid and solid form as 

precipitation along and (___) into the ground surface, finally returning to the form of water 

vapour. 

 

 There, stage, phenomena, thus, base, settling, underlying, thence 

 

Directions: From the following sets of four sentences, choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise grammatically, semantically and logically. 

 

22. (a) One can‘t legislate for the exceptions, one can only generalise. 

 (b) One can‘t legislate for the exceptions, you can only generalise. 

 (c) One can‘t legislate for the exceptions, one can only make generalisations. 

 (d) One can‘t make exceptional legislation, one can only generalise. 
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23. (a) Prince Rainier of Monaco would have his way, if he were on a  plane to Alaska. 

 (b) Had Prince Rainier of Monaco got his way, he would be on a plane to Alaska. 

 (c) Prince Rainier of Monaco would be on a plane to Alaska, had he had his way. 

 (d) If Prince Rainier of Monaco had his way, he would be on a plane to Alaska  

 

24. (a) The purpose of the meeting is to introduce new members and raising money. 

 (b) The purpose of the meeting is to introduce new members and to raise money. 

 (c) The purpose of the meeting is introducing new members and to raise money.  

 (d) The meeting is purposed to introduce new members and raising money. 

 

25. (a) A good doctor inquires not only about his patient‘s physical health, but about their 

mental health too. 

 (b) A good doctor inquires not only about his patient‘s physical health, but about their 

mental health also. 

 (c) A good doctor inquires not only about his patients‘ physical health, but also about their 

mental health. 

 (d) A good doctor inquires not only about his patient‘s physical health, but too about their 

mental health. 

 

26. (a) On the African continent, the incidence of  Vitamin deficiencies correlates positively with 

the level of solar radiation. 

 (b) On the African continent, the incidence of Vitamin deficiencies correlate positively with 

the level of solar radiation. 

 (c) On the African continent, the incidence of Vitamin deficiencies correlates positively to 

the level of solar radiation. 

 (d) On the African continent, the incidence of Vitamin deficiencies correlate positively to the 

level of solar radiation. 

 

27. (a) In a great amount of the requests, there have been very few that the staff could deal with 

efficiently. 

(b) Out of the great amount of the requests, there have been very little that the staff could 

deal with efficiently. 

(c) In a great amount of the requests, there has been very few that the staff could deal with 

efficiently. 

(d) Of the great number of requests, there have been very few that the staff could deal with 

efficiently. 

 

Directions: Each question is a logical sequence of statements with a missing link, the location of 

which is shown parenthetically. Choose the alternative that best fits the sequence logically. 

 

28. Theorists are divided concerning the origin of the moon. (___) But, unlike the cores of the 

inner planets, the moon‘s core contains little or no iron, while the typical planet forming 

materials were quite rich in iron. 

 (a) Some hypothesise that the moon was formed in the same way as were the planets in the 

inner solar system, from planet forming materials in the presolar nebula. 

 (b) Other theorists propose that the moon was ripped out of the Earth‘s rocky mantle by the 

Earth‘s collision with another large celestial body after much of the Earth‘s iron fell to its 

core. 

 (c) One problem with the collision hypothesis is the question of how a satellite formed in this 

way would have settled into the nearly circular orbit that the moon has today. 

 (d) Fortunately the collision hypothesis is testable. 

 

29. Before Verdi, there were rarely any character at all in musical drama, only a series of 

situations which allowed the singers to express a series of emotional states.(___) The only 

coherence was the singers vocal technique: when the cast changed, new arias were almost 

always substituted, generally  adapted from other operas. 

 (a) Verdis characters, on the other hand, have genuine consistency and integrity, even if, in 

many cases, the consistency is that of pasteboard melodrama. 
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 (b) Any attempt to find coherent psychological portrayal in these operas is misplaced 

ingenuity. 

 (c) The integrity of the character is achieved through the music. 

 (d) When Verdi revised his opera, it was only for dramatic economy and effectiveness. 

 

30. The elements of intelligence and consciousness come together marvellously to produce 

different styles in predator and prey. (___)  Although in both kinds of animal, arousal 

stimulates the production of adrenaline and norepinephrine by the adrenal glands the effect 

in herbivores is primarily fear, whereas in carnivores, it is aggression. 

 (a) For both, arousal attunes the animal to what is ahead.   

(b) Perhaps it does not experience forethought as we know it, but the animal does 

experience something like it. 

 (c) The herbivore prey is of a different mind. 

 (d) Herbivores and carnivores develop different kinds of arousal related to escaping and 

chasing. 

 

31. In its relation to the secular state, Jewish law differs from both Islamic law and canon law.    

(___) Canon and Islamic law, on the contrary, were dominated by the dualism of religion and 

state. 

 (a) Its rules are a direct expression of this feeling of cohesion tending toward the 

accommodation of dissent.  

 (b) There merely existed discordance between application of the sacred law and many of 

the regulations framed by Islamic states. 

 (c) Islamic law was never supported by an organised institution 

 (d) Jewish law was buttressed by the cohesion of the community, reinforced by pressure 

from outside. 

 

32. Extraordinary creative activity has been characterised as revolutionary, flying in the face of 

what is established and producing not what is acceptable but what will be accepted. (___) 

However, the idea that extraordinary creativity transcends established limits is misleading 

when it is applied to the arts, even though may be valid for the sciences. 

 (a) Differences between highly creative art and highly creative science arise in part from a 

difference in their goals. 

 (b) Innovative science produces new propositions in terms of which diverse phenomena can 

be related to one another in more coherent ways. 

 (c) According to this formulation highly creative activity transcends the limits of an existing 

form and establishes a new principle of organisation. 

(d) More generally, however, whether or not a composition establishes a new principle in the 

history of music has little bearing on its aesthetic worth.  

 

33. The extraction of case histories is not, however, the only use to which court records may be 

put. (___) This use of the records does yield some information about the non-elite, but little 

insight into their mental lives. 

 (a) The number of indictments in pre-industrial Europe bears little relation to the number of 

actual criminal acts.  

 (b) Historians who study pre-industrial Europe have used the records to establish a series of 

categories of crime. 

 (c) Given these inadequacies, it is clear why the case history use of court records is to be 

preferred. 

 (d) Aggregate population estimates are very shaky, which makes it difficult for historians to 

compare rates of crime per thousand in one decade of the pre-industrial period with 

rates in another decade. 
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Directions: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that 

part which contains a mistake.  

 

34. (a) In my opinion the biggest barrier  

 (b) is the feeling that 

 (c) foreign investment is not welcome or  

 (d) neither not wanted here. 

 

35. (a) In order to ascertain who really painted  

 (b) the well known masterpiece,  

 (c) the experts have began a series of sophisticated new tests, 

 (d) including one that involves the activation of neutrons. 

 

36. (a) A attitude that it is all right 

 (b) to harm no one but oneself  

 (c) is usually accompanied by a disregard  

 (d) for the actual interdependence of people. 

 

37. (a) In certain forms of discourse, like the parable,  

 (b) the central point of a message  

 (c) can be effectively communicated,  

 (d) even though this point is not inferable at all. 

 

38. (a) Police found that ninety percent of the burglaries 

 (b) and attempted burglaries in a last five year period  

 (c) in the city of Crowther occurred in houses  

 (d) that did not have burglar alarm systems. 

 

39. (a) Instead of applying 

 (b) their insights and analysis  

 (c) to the problems of their groups,  

 (d) they leave the debate to the politicians. 

 

40. (a) Although the passage of years 

 (b) have softened the initially hostile reaction 

 (c) to his poetry, even now only a few  

 (d) independent observers praise his works. 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

41.       SCALPEL : SURGEON 

 (a) laser : agronomist (b)  syringe : geologist  

 (c)  magnet : ecologist (d)  telescope : astronomer 

  

42. DIGRESSIVE : STATEMENT 

 (a)  connotative : definition (b)  biased : opinion  

 (c)  slanderous : slur (d)  circuitous : route 

 

43. CHICANERY : CLEVER 

 (a)  expertise : knowledge (b)  machination : heedless  

 (c)  certainty : doubtful (d)  tactlessness : truthful 

 

44. TEXT : EXTEMPORISE 

 (a) score : improvise (b)  exhibit : demonstrate  

 (c)  style : decorate (d)  diagram : realise 
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45. ALCOVE : RECESS 

 (a) turret : chimney (b)  column : entrance  

 (c)  dome : roof (d)  foyer : ballroom 

 

46. DESENSITISATION : ALLERGIC 

 (a)  immunity : vulnerable (b)  invigoration : stimulating  

 (c)  habitation : inured (d)  sleep : anaesthetic  

 

47. INTERREGNUM : GOVERNMENT 

 (a) splice : rope (b)  frequency : wave  

 (c)  infraction : law (d)  hibernation : activity 

 

48 APHORISTIC : TERSE 

 (a) eloquent : ornate (b)  metaphorical : fantastic  

  (c)  hyperbolic : exaggerated (d)  equivocal : straightforward 

 

49. DESPOTIC : TYRANNY 

  (a) authoritarian : superiority (b)  generous : liberality  

  (c)  skilful : celebrity (d)  suspect : illegality 

 

50. CORNUCOPIA : ABUNDANCE 

 (a) fortune : success (b)  ensign : ship 

 (c) mace : authority (d) unicorn : myth 
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Exercise 9(A) 
 

Directions: For each question, select the word among the given choices which is closest in meaning 

to the given word. 

 

1.  GIBBERISH  : (a) precious (b) shining  (c) nonsense (d) painful 

 

2. FORAGE : (a) ancient (b) hunt (c) warning (d) fluency 

 

3. CULMINATION : (a) contest (b) casualty (c) agreement (d) goal 

 

4. CAPRICIOUS : (a) short (b) whimsical  (c) obstinate     (d) irrelevant 

 

5. DIAPHANOUS : (a) noisy (b) silent (c) transparent   (d) expansive 

 

6. DESCRY : (a) abuse (b) observe  (c) criticise (d) damage 

 

7. EMACIATED : (a) starving (b) completed  (c) extinct         (d) accumulated 

Directions: For each question below, select the word among the given choices which is nearly 

opposite in meaning to the given word. 

 

8. RAPTURE : (a) gloom          (b) dormancy (c) likeness (d) delight 

 

9. RESCIND : (a) suspend (b) confirm (c) regret (d) cancel 

 

10. SEQUESTER : (a) equation (b) exhibit  (c) dissimilarity (d) create 

 

11. SMUG : (a) complacent (b) artificial (c) dissatisfied (d) sullen  

 

12. TEMPORISE : (a) criticise (b) accelerate (c) improve        (d) procrastinate 

 

13. THROES : (a) divinity (b) copies (c) anguish (d) happiness 

 

14. TRADUCE : (a) glorify (b) produce (c) yield (d) vilify 

 

Directions: Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

 

15. viable, feasible, ample, dirigible 

 (a) viable (b) feasible (c) ample (d) dirigible 

 

16. intuitive, initiative, talkative, quantitative 

 (a) initiative (b) intuitive (c) talkative (d) quantitative 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

17. 1.  Now Bonn has agreed to send 1600 ground troops to join the UN mission in Somalia. 

 2.  Slowly, however, Germany is joining international military missions that march off to make 

peace. 

 3.  This is recognition of Germany's role in the emerging world order. 

 4.  Two weeks ago German airmen flew over Bosnia as crew members on AWACS radar 

surveillance aircraft. 

 5.  After World War II, a defeated Germany vowed that its soldiers would never march off to 

war. 

 (a) 5,1,3,2,4 (b) 5,2,4,3,1 (c) 5,2,3,1,4 (d) 2,4,1,3,5. 
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18. 1.  She was a crusader for the underdog, which made her work for the underpaid women and 

half-starved children in London. 

 2.  A powerful advocate of `free thought', she claimed to be a militant atheist. 

 3.  The first woman to publicly favour birth control, she is hailed as a pioneer by the feminists. 

 4.  In India, her "final home", she was accepted as an ardent nationalist. 

 5.  Bernard Shaw and Beatrice Webb regarded her as the greatest British woman of her time. 

 6.  That was Annie Besant. 

 (a) 6,5,2,4,3,1 (b) 5,6,1,4,3,2 (c) 3,1,4,6,5,2 (d) 1,2,3,5,4,6. 

 

19. 1.  The ship's surgeon, Paris, watches as Wilson's knees slowly give way, and he swoons and 

hangs limply by his manacled hands. 

 2.  Seaman Wilson is flogged for not looking lively on deck. 

 3.  Drops of blood are scattered over the deck. 

 4.  At the tenth stroke, and each one thereafter, Thurso, the captain, has to wipe the whip free 

of blood and flesh. 

 5.  His back is a red slough from neck to waist. 

 6.  "Oh God", shouts Wilson Thickly, "God help me!" 

 (a) 2,1,3,5,6,4 (b) 2,5,3,4,1,6 (c) 2,3,5,4,6,1 (d) 2,6,3,5,1,4. 

 

20. 1.  When they are drunk they become violent. 

 2.  Alfred Nobel may have created all these prizes because of his guilt about his profession. 

 3.  Then they are prone to feelings of guilt. 

 4.  Why did Alfred Nobel, a Swede and an arms manufacturer who invented dynamite, found 

the prizes named after him? 

 5.  Sweden gets very little sunshine, and is dark most of the day throughout the year. 

 6.  So most people are introverted by nature. 

 (a) 4,2,5,1,6,3 (b) 4,6,1,3,2,5 (c) 4,5,6,1,3,2 (d) 4,2,3,5,6,1. 

 

21. 1.  It is as valid its interpretation of experience as philosophy. 

 2.  And then he suggests that the clarity of philosophy hurts poetic sensibility. 

 3.  Nissim Ezekiel defends poetry as a "form of knowledge". 

 4.  He is very likely mistaken in this conclusion. 

 5.  The two pursuits are inimical. 

 6. He is absolutely right when he stands up for poetry. 

 (a) 3,1,6,2,5,4 (b) 3,4,2,6,5,1 (c) 3,6,1,2,4,5 (d) 3,1,6,2,4,5. 

 

Directions : Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate word/phrase among the choices in terms of 

grammar, syntax and style. 

 

22. Taking objection ---- our disparaging remarks, he walked ---- the meeting. 

 (a) for --- into   (b) with --- away from 

 (c) to --- out of   (d) to --- out from 

 

23. Many countries in the middle east suffer ---skilled labour. 

 (a) because of  (b) from inadequately 

 (c) for want of  (d) from non availability with 

 

24. I consider that five rupees --- price for this pen. 

 (a) are excessive  (b) is an excessive 

 (c) exceeds the   (d) will be excessive 

 

25. --- the Puritans sailed to America. 

 (a) For their believes (b) For the sake of their beliefs 

 (c) Because they were believers (d) It was for their belief 

 

26. The president made some pertinent remarks ---introduction. 

 (a) for the sake of    (b) in our 

 (c) with his     (d) by way of 
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Directions: From the choices, select the pair of words which have the same relationship between 

each other as the given pair of words. 

 

27. MONEY : MISAPPROPRIATION 

 (a) gold : theft   (b) writing : plagiarism 

 (c) confidence : deception  (d) germ : disease 

 

28. TREE : FOREST 

 (a) newspaper : press  (b) book : library 

 (c) professor : college  (d) woman : club 

 

29. ARITHMETIC : NUMEROLOGY 

 (a) anatomy : autopsy    (b) botany : horticulture 

 (c) economics : banking  (d) astronomy : astrology 

 

30. INVESTMENT : GROWTH 

 (a) hunger : poverty (b) recession : unemployment 

 (c) food : rationing  (d) radiation : bomb 

 

31. ACCENT : SPEECH 

 (a) gait : walk   (b) rhythm : tone 

 (c) rhyme : poem    (d) oration : speech 

 

32. KINETIC :POTENTIAL 

 (a) water : jet    (b) dynamic : static 

 (c) car : petrol    (d) leader : follower 

 

33. NAIVE : CHEAT 

 (a) lazy : teach   (b) indifferent : motivate 

 (c) gullible : convince   (d) noble : mean 

 

Directions: Select the pair of words which do not have a relationship similar to the relationship 

between the given pair. 

 

34. AIR : LUNG 

 (a) fuel : pipe    (b) water : conduit 

 (c) blood : vain    (d) gas : turbine 

 

35. HEAT : CALORIMETER 

 (a) distance : odometer (b) height : altimeter 

 (c) high : spectrometer  (d) electricity : ammeter 

 

36. YELL : SPEAK 

 (a) shout : call   (b) run : walk 

 (c) doze : sleep     (d) study : read 

 

37. TENDENCY : PROPENSITY 

 (a) conduct : behaviour (b) proof : demonstration 

 (c) estimation : exaggeration (d) choice : selection 

 

38. SCALE : FISH 

 (a) skin : animal     (b) bark : tree 

 (c) sari : woman     (d) fur : bear 

 

39. PHILOLOGIST : LANGUAGES 

 (a) etymologist : words (b) zoologist : animals 

 (c) philatelist : stamps (d) horticulturist : flowers 
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40. MILE : DISTANCE 

 (a) litre : fluid      (b) scale : weight 

 (c) bushel : grain     (d) degree : angle 

 

Directions: Select the word among the choices which most nearly means the same as the  given 

phrase. 

 

41. science which claims to turn baser metals to gold 

 (a) chemistry   (b) chemotherapy (c) criminology  (d) alchemy 

 

42. something which is fit for being eaten 

 (a) fodder   (b) menu (c) edible   (d) gastronome 

 

43. of a  speech made without preparation 

 (a) impromptu    (b) oration (c) elocution     (d) declamation 

 

44. a person who assails cherished beliefs 

 (a) ruffian    (b) iconoclast (c) atheist  (d) rebel 

 

45. of a metal capable of being beaten to any shape 

 (a) brittle  (b) ductile (c) malleable  (d) dirigible 

 

Directions: Each sentence has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that a word or phrase is 

missing. From the choices, select the words or phrases which best fit the meaning of the sentences 

as a whole. 

 

46. There are certain saving schemes, which are so designed that if you pay a certain sum for a 

specified period, you and your descendants can get an equal sum every month ---- 

 (a) rarely      (b) in perpetuity (c) without break  (d) cumulatively 

 

47. The lightening strike by the bus-crew totally ---- life in the city. 

 (a) affected        (b)  paralysed (c) perplexed        (d) confused 

 

48. It is the ---- workers, who plead illness when they are quite healthy, who are responsible for 

low productivity in many industries. 

 (a) dishonest     (b) absentee (c) undisciplined    (d) malingering 

 

49. Not sufficient thought had been given to administrative problems that might arise, so there was 

virtually an ---- in the conference. 

 (a) imbroglio      (b) confusion (c) failure (d) inquisition 

 

50. The population has increased not because more persons are being born, but because the ---- 

of those already born has increased considerably. 

 (a) fertility         (b) health (c) number    (d) longevity 

 

Directions: Two sentences below are joined in three different ways and the beginnings of each 

composite sentence are given. Choose the ones which are syntactically, idiomatically and 

semantically correct. 

 

51. The moon rose. Their journey was not ended. 

I. The moon rose before the end of their journey. 

II. Their journey carried on after sunset. 

III. Their journey carried on well into the night. 

 (a) I only (b) I, II & III (c) II & III (d) I & III  (e) I, II  

 

52. He is free from disease. At least he appears to be so. 

I. He appears to be free from disease. 

II. He has a disease free appearance. 

III. He appears to be free from the least diseases. 
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 (a) I only (b) II only (c) I & II (d) III only (e) None 

 

53. A woman ought to be something more than a household drudge. This is according to a higher 

conception of woman‘s sphere. 

I. According to a higher conception of … 

II. A concept of woman‘s sphere is higher than mere household drudgery. 

III. Household drudgery should not restrict women. 

 (a) I only (b) II only (c) I & II (d) II & III  (e) I & III 

 

54. There was an advertisement in the newspaper. His interest was much aroused. 

I. He read an interest arousing advertisement in the newspaper. 

II. His interest was aroused by a print ad. 

III. An ad in the newspaper aroused his interest. 

 (a) I & III (b) I & II (c) II & III (d) III only (e) I, II & III 

 

55. He was occupied with important matters. He had no leisure to see visitors. 

I. Being occupied with important matters, … 

II. The importance of matters meant that … 

III. He had no time for leisurely visitors. 

 (a) I, II & III (b) II only  (c) III only (d) I only  (e) I, II  

 

Directions: Read the two sentences given below with the words in bold and mark as the answer  

(a) if the use of the word in statement 1 is correct but in 2 is not. 

(b) fi the use of the word in statement 2 is correct but in 1 is not. 

(c) if the use of the words in both sentences is correct. 

(d) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be correct if the words were 

interchanged. 

(e) if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect and cannot be corrected even if 

interchanged 

 

56. 1. We hanged our reproduction of the Mona Lisa above the sideboard. 

 2. The spy was hanged at  noon.     

  

57. 1. Ajit was accompanied with his wife and his youngest son. 

 2. Ajit accompanied his words with angry gestures.     

 

58. 1. He addressed the envelope. 

 2. Fog often envelopes the local airport.    

  

59. 1. He invented a devise for making ice. 

 2. He deviced a new way to make bread rise.    

  

60. 1. The brother and sister are both blondes. 

2. Gentlemen usually prefer blondes.    
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Exercise 9(B) 
 

Directions: Arrange sentences A,  B,  C and D between sentences 1 and 6,  so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

1. 1. The focus on contribution turns the executives attention away from his own speciality,  

his own narrow skills,  his own department and towards the performance of the whole. 

 A. As a result,  what he does and how he does it will be materially different. 

 B. He is likely to have to think through what relationships his skills,  his speciality,  his 

function or his department have to his entire organisation or its purpose. 

 C. He therefore will also have to come to think in terms of the customer,  the client or the 

patient,  who is the ultimate reason for whatever the organisation produces,  whether it 

be economic goods,  governmental policies or health services. 

 D. It turns his attention to the outside,  the only place where there are results. 

 6. A large scientific agency of the US government found this out a few years ago. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) DABC  (d) DBCA  

 

2. 1. Meetings are by definition a concession to deficient organisations. 

 A. One cannot do both at the same time. 

 B. For one either meets or works 

 C. In an ideally designed structure,  there would be no meetings. 

 D. Everybody would know what he needs to know to do his job. 

 6. Everybody would have the resources available to him to do his job. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) BACD  (d) CDBA  

 

3. 1. To answer of why consumers became so eager to buy,  some historians have pointed to 

the ability of manufacturers  to advertise in a relatively uncensored press. 

 A. The middling sort bought goods and services because they wanted to follow fashions set 

by the rich. 

 B. McKendrick  favours a Veblen model of conspicuous consumption stimulated by 

competition for status. 

 C. This,  however,  hardly seems a sufficient answer  

 D. Again,  we may wonder if this explanation is sufficient. 

 6. Do not people enjoy buying things as a form of self gratification? 

 (a) CBAD  (b) CBDA  (c) DABC  (d) CDBA  

 

4. 1. The kind of conflict most emphasised by these historians is class conflict. 

 A. Certainly not by the side a person supported 

 B. Yet,  with the revolutionary war dominating these years,  how does one distinguish class 

conflict with that larger conflict ?. 

 C. Although many of these historians have accepted the earlier assumption that Loyalists 

represented an upper class,  new  evidence indicates that Loyalists like rebels were 

drawn from all socioeconomic classes. 

 D. It is nonetheless probably true that a  larger percentage of the well to do joined the 

loyalists than joined the rebels. 

 6. Looking at the rebel side,  we find little evidence for the contention that lower class 

rebels were in conflict with upper class rebels. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) BACD  (c) DABC  (d) DCBA  

 

5. 1. The president who understood best the need for organised disagreement was probably 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

 A. Whenever anything of importance came up,  he would take aside one of his aides and 

say to him  ―I want you to work on this for me,  but keep it a secret‖ 

 B. As a result he could be reasonably certain that all important aspects of every matter 

were  thorough and presented to him well and that everybody in Washington heard 

about it immediately. 

 C. Then Roosevelt would take aside a few other men,  known to differ from the first and 

would give them the same assignment,  again in ―strictest confidence‖. 

 D. This made sure, as he knew perfectly, that everybody got to know about it. 
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 6. He could be certain that he would not become the prisoner of somebody‘s preconceived 

conclusions. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) CBDA  (c) DABC  (d) CDBA  

 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A,  B,  C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

 

6. A. The typical institution of today has an organisational problem for which traditional 

concepts and theories are totally inadequate. 

 B. In terms of formal organisations they will see themselves as belonging to a functional 

speciality. 

 C. They must consider themselves responsible for their own competence and for the 

standards of their work. 

 D. Knowledge workers must be professionals in their attitude towards their own field of 

knowledge.  

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) DABC  (d) ADCB  

 

7. A. Besides,  providing insight into plant ecology and evolution,  they are an important guide 

in dating geological formations.  

 B. Moreover their fifteen thousand kinds include tree ferns eighty feet tall and filmy ferns of 

under an inch. 

 C. The reproductive agents of ferns are spores,  which although microscopic,  serve as 

scientific tools in several ways. 

 D. Ferns thrive in climates ranging from barren deserts to the frozen Arctic. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) BADC  (d) DBCA  

 

8. A. Many of them are Marxist in their prognosis of capitalism‘s end but they are not Marxist 

in their prediction of things to come. 

 B. To the right of the Marxists are the socialists. 

 C. The Marxists are much interested in What Comes Next – but this is the very  heart and 

essence of social persuaders. 

 D. The Marxists extol the inevitability of history,  while socialists extol the idea of liberty 

inherent in social change. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) BADC  (d) CDBA  

 

9. A. The real question is: To what extent does distribution of income tenths within a certain 

age group deviate from distribution of income tenths generally ? 

 B. Although there is no extensive data in the matter,  it can be confidently asserted that 

higher income tenths have a much greater representation of spending units headed by 

persons aged thirty-five to fifty-five than do the lower income tenths. 

 C. This is demonstrably the case among the richest five percent of the consumer units. 

 D. Thus we see that,  for a time,  increasing age means increasing income,  and therefore a  

probable boost in income tenth position. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) DABC  (d) DCBA  

 

10. A.  Few types of metal objects have not in some period been enriched with enamel 

decoration. 

 B. Throughout history jewellery has been made colourful by the application of enamels. 

 C. Similarly arms and armour, horse trappings and even domestic items,  such as mirrors 

and hanging bowls were embellished with enamel decoration. 

 D. Throughout the middle ages both secular and ecclesiastical objects such as chalices,  

cups,  caskets and spoons were elaborately enamelled. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) ABCD  (d) CBAD  

 

11. A. Since the end of World War II the American military services have been plagued by their 

inability  to keep highly trained medical people in uniform. 

 B. With its emphasis on the general practitioner, it is out of alignment with today‘s medical 

profession  which stresses on the specialist. 
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 C. However all of the studies start out with the plausible hypothesis that pay is the problem,  

whereas the real problem lies in the structure of traditional medicine. 

 D. There have been dozens of studies and dozens of proposed remedies.  

 (a) ABCD  (b)CBDA  (c) ADCB  (d) CDBA  

 

12. A. Patients on Nurse Bryan‘s floor did better and recovered faster 

 B. She was not particularly distinguished,  had not,  in fact,  ever been a supervisor. 

 C. But whenever a decision on patient care came up on her floor, Nurse Bryan would ask, 

―Are we doing the best we can do to help this patient?.‖ 

 D. Nurse Bryan,  the administrator learned,  had been a long serving nurse at the hospital. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) DBCA  (d) CABD  

 

13. A. Nine times out of ten the uneasiness turns out to be some silly detail. 

 B. But the tenth time one suddenly realises that one had overlooked the most important fact 

in the problem,  had made an elementary blunder or has misjudged altogether. 

 C. The tenth time one suddenly  wakes up and realises that ― the most significant thing is 

that the dog didn‘t bark‖. 

 D. The effective detective always has a feeling of uneasiness in evaluating his case. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CBDA  (c) DABC  (d) BCAD  

14. A. The other prolific composers of the first rank composed one work at a time. 

 B. But he is the only known exception. 

 C. He could work on several compositions at the same time,  all of them masterpieces. 

 D. There was Mozart,  of course. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) DCBA  (c) DABC  (d) CDAB  

15. A. ―Our business is service‖  became the Bell commitment as soon as Vail took over. 

 B. At  the time, shortly after the turn of the century, this was heresy. 

 C. But Vail was not content to preach that it was the business of the company to give 

service,  and that it was the job of the management to make service possible and 

profitable. 

 D. He saw to it that the yardsticks throughout the system by which managers and their 

operations were judged,  measured service fulfilment rather than profit performance. 

 (a) ABCD  (b) CDBA  (c) DABC  (d) CABD  

Direction: You have to replace each of these sentences with the most appropriate word from among  

the four options given.   

 

16. A dissenting or different view  

 (a) hearsay (b) apostasy (c) tergiversation (d) disagreement 

 

17. Stubborn or difficult to manage 

 (a) refractory (b) complicated (c) obfuscatory (d) contumely 

 

18. Laying stress on niceties of conduct or form 

 (a) punctilious (b) assiduous (c) scrumptious (d) fetish 

 

19. Soothing or softening remedy 

 (a) emollient (b) salver (c) liniment (d) ointment 

 

20. Style of hair  

 (a) pastiche (b) coiffure (c) wreath (d) crew 

 

21. Spacious and roomy 

(a) commodious (b) copious (c) ample (d) capricious 
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Directions : In these questions,  some parts of a sentence have been left blank. From the given 

choices,  select the ones which complete the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

The number of blanks which can be correctly filled is the answer. e.g.  1:a,  2:b etc. 

22. As one proceeds from questioning towards a charge sheet and (___) conviction, a point must 

come where the accused loses the right to preferred (___) and must be lodged in jail. That 

point can come only after a person is charged. At that point the judge trying the case must 

form a (___)  estimate of the probability of (___). 

 probable, premeditated, stay, prima-facie, accommodation, acquittal, conviction  

 

23. A decision,  to be effective,  needs to satisfy boundary conditions. It needs to be (___) to its 

purpose. The more (___) and clearly the boundary conditions are stated,  the greater the 

likelihood that the decision will be an effective one and will accomplish what it set out to do. 

Conversely any serious (___) in defining these boundary conditions is almost certain to 

make a decision (___),  no matter how brilliant it may seem. 

 

accurately, shortfall, specific, adequate, ineffectual, irrelevant, concisely 

 

24. It is because of the (___) way that Japan has responded to challenges that it has been able 

to deliver cutting edge quality to the products and services to the world. Kaizen is one such 

(___),   the (___) of which is unit cost reduction by constant (___) in work processes,  output,  

reduction in time and innovations. 

 

response, improvements, bottomline, effort, unique, motivation,, changes, idea,  

 

25. While (___) attempts to reduce obesity in America should be aimed at all affected,  the most 

successful attempts are likely to be those directed towards children. If the advertising and 

food industries stop trying to sell high calorific,  low (___) value foods to children and if 

parents reserve sweets as (___) for special occasions,  the future generation may not be as 

fat as ours is. 

 

nutritive, being, wholesome, gifts, treat, indulgences, vigorous 

 

26. Students of language have (___) with the use of non-symbolic knowledge as a means of 

overcoming linguistic (___). The language of sounds as in the cases of infants and animals 

and the language of facial expressions and body pose have been termed ―phatic 

communion‖. We all know people who have ―(___) faces―. We also know some whose faces 

communicate – sometimes (___) their spoken sentiments. 

 

poker, contradicting, experienced, belying, tried, deadpan, blank, mirroring  

 

 Directions: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that 

part which contains a mistake.  

 

27. (a) I had a great father,  

 (b) who gave me a 

 (c) education better than 

 (d) his broken fortune would have allowed. 

 

28. (a) Beside being fined,  

 (b) he was  

 (c) sentenced to 

 (d) a term of imprisonment. 

 

29. (a) Sir William Harcourt was a great liberal statesman,  

 (b) perhaps the last representative  

 (c) of the old parliamentary manner  

 (d) and the old politics oratory. 
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30. (a) I thought ten thousand swords  

 (b) must leaped from their scabbards 

 (c) to avenge a look  

 (d) that threatened her with insult. 

 

31. (a) Though he addressed his boys 

 (b) for a few minutes only,   

 (c) the earnestness with which he spoke  

 (d) went home with them. 

 

32. (a) Nothing is so easy and inviting  

 (b) as the retort of abuse and sarcasm,   

 (c) but it is a paltry  

 (d) and unprofitable exercise. 

 

Directions: Each question is a logical sequence of statements with a missing link,  the location of 

which is shown parenthetically. Choose the alternative that best fits the sequence logically. 

 

33. Well designed and well maintained sites for billboards, kiosks and bus shelters, and other 

signs should be placed at locations that do not obstruct or irritate. (___) And therefore their 

value and, as a result,  their rates. 

 (a) The number of sites may fall but their impact is certain to increase. 

 (b) Since the proof of the pudding is in the eating,  let us put this idea to test. 

 (c) Advertising agencies should collaborate with the outdoor companies to set up an ideal 

set of outdoor boards in one or two localities. 

 (d) Pre and post research could be used to validate the contention that such an approach 

will result in a win-win situation. 

 

34. On their own,  human eyes are focussed for infinity ;that is, any distance over six 

metres.(___) But our lifestyles have changed drastically from that kind of simplicity,  adding 

reading,  writing and idiot box watching to the things our eyes must now do.  

 (a) When we read or look at a screen,  what our eyes are doing is performing two tasks in 

conjunction: accommodation and convergence.  

 (b) To look at the object in focus,  we need accommodation. 

 (c) That is a function of our evolutionary background,  when we needed to hunt,  spot 

predatory movements and so on. 

 (d) The closer you bring an object to the eye,  the more effort it has to make at convergence. 

 

35. Finally the way we combine resources affects their productivity.(___) Similarly ample 

supplies of mechanical equipment are useless without skilled labour.   

 (a) In many underdeveloped countries,  moreover, a shortage of managerial skills is a big 

problem. 

 (b) This scarcity of entrepreneurship is manifest in public and private life,  causing 

stagnation in industry and inefficiency in government.  

 (c) At one time,  shortage of capital was thought to be a decisive barrier to rapid growth in 

underdeveloped areas. 

 (d) A country rich in land but poor in water cannot  produce food or fibre. 

 

36. From observation or discovery,  we move on to explanation. (___). The scientist is not 

interested in ultimate,  transcendental or divine causes of what he sets himself to explain. 

 (a) The scientist is obliged to offer his explanation in terms of factors which are empirically 

real as the phenomenon of crime itself. 

 (b) The explanation sought by the scientist is of course not at all like the explanation sought 

by the metaphysician or the theologian. 

 (c) A satisfactory explanation is not only one that is empirical,  however,  but one that can 

be stated in terms of a casual proposition. 

 (d) The order or reality that interests the scientists is the empirical order,  that is the order of 

data and phenomena revealed to us through observation or experience. 
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37. There is blatant disregard of the effect or boards of all sizes and shapes appearing 

haphazardly all over the place. (___)  Creating a wild disorder that turns a street,  a locality,  

in fact the entire city into a disgrace. 

(a) Teetering at crazy angles,  jostling each other in a mad scramble to usurp any space that 

is available. 

 (b) Matching this mess is the crop of signs that identifies shops and office that cover the 

façade of buildings in the new and not so new commercial complexes. 

 (c) The solution to this dilemma is not to ban or proscribe outdoor signs. 

 (d) Bans do not work as we have an uncanny knack of finding loopholes or influencing 

people to look the other way. 

 

Directions: For each question, choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

38. DISGUISE : RECOGNITION 

 (a) prevarication : statement (b)  camouflage : infiltration  

 (c)  padding :  damage (d)  espionage : diplomacy 

 

39. RECLUSE : WITHDRAWN 

 (a) isolationist : unreserved (b)  procrastinator : unmanageable  

 (c)  pacifist : aggressive (d)  bigot : biased 

 

40. DAGUERREOTYPE : PHOTOGRAPH 

 (a) bust : statue (b)  hieroglyphic : papyrus  

 (c)  musket : firearm (d)  pastiche : painting 

 

41. FRUGAL : PENURIOUS 

 (a) temperate : sober (b)  loathsome : malevolent  

 (c)  ethical : unscrupulous (d)  complaint : obsequious  

 

42. LABYRINTH : TORTUOUS 

 (a) ornament : decorative (b)  portrait : accurate  

 (c)  editorial : refutable (d)  poster : startling 

 

43. FURTIVE : STEALTH 

 (a) loquacious : intelligence (b)  pontifical : reverence  

 (c)  whimsical : caprice (d)  immoral : contrition 

 

44. APOLOGISE : CONTRITE 

 (a) aggravate : contemptuous (b)  extenuate : guilty  

 (c)  endorse : esteemed (d)  compliment : impressed 

 

Directions: From the following sets of four sentences,  choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise grammatically,  semantically and logically. 

 

45. (a) The population of London is greater than any town in India 

(b) More people live in London than any town in India. 

(c) Less people live in an Indian town than in London. 

(d)  The population of London is greater than that of any town in India. 

 

46. (a) He has a scheme of his own which he thinks preferable to that of any other person. 

 (b) He has a scheme of his own which he thinks more preferable than of any other person. 

 (c) He thinks he is the most preferable scheme of any person. 

 (d) No person has a scheme more preferable than him. 

 

47. (a) We do not sell fewer than ten pounds of tea. 

 (b) We sell at least ten pounds of tea. 

 (c) We do not sell less than ten pounds of tea. 

 (d) At least ten pounds of tea are sold by us. 
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48. (a) One evening of each week was set apart by him for the reception of whomsoever chose 

to visit him. 

 (b) One evening of each week was set apart by him for the reception of whomever chose to 

visit him. 

 (c) One evening of each week was set apart by him for the reception of whoever chose to 

visit him. 
 (d) One evening of each week was set apart by him for the reception of whosoever chose to visit him. 

 

49. (a) Everything depends on him receiving the reply in time. 

 (b) Everything depends on his reception of a timely reply. 

 (c) His receiving the reply in time depends on everything.  
 (d) Everything depends on his receiving the reply in time. 

 

50. (a) Scarcely had he gone,  when a policeman knocked at the door. 

 (b) Scarcely had he gone,  then a policeman knocked at the door. 

 (c) A policeman knocked at the door after he had scarcely gone.  

 (d) He had scarcely gone,  when a policeman knocked at the door. 
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Exercise 10(A) 
 

Directions : For each question, select the word among the given choices which is closest in 

meaning to the given word. 

 

1. CONDESCEND : (a) raise (b) deign (c) encourage  (d) lack 

 

2. DEFERENCE : (a) gap (b) harm (c) regard (d) confidence 

 

3. GLOWER : (a) brighten (b) fascinate (c) scowl  (d) reduce 

 

4. OPPROBRIUM :  (a) metal  (b) disgrace (c) funeral  (d) oscillation 

 

5. PROBITY : (a) discovery (b) search (c) expedition (d) integrity 

 

6. MELLOW :    (a) soften  (b) darkness (c) numerous  (d) grind 

 

7. PERNICIOUS :  (a) productive (b) conscious (c) destructive (d) wild 

 

Directions : For each question below, select the word among the given choices which is nearly 

opposite in meaning to the given word. 

 

8. UNISON :    (a) unanimity     (b) guardian (c) discord (d) immobility 

 

9. VAPIDITY :    (a) profundity    (b) slowness (c) uncertainty  (d) artistry 

 

10. GALORE :    (a) paucity  (b) floor (c) serenity        (d) awkwardness 

 

11. INEBRIATED :   (a) unearthed (b) drunken (c) unofficial  (d) sober 

 

12. IMPEDE :    (a) succeed       (b) facilitate (c) insulate  (d) restrain 

 

13. INCHOATE :    (a) mature  (b) coherent (c) inedible  (d) orderly 

 

14.  GALLANT :    (a) uncouth       (b) sticky (c) manly  (d) glorious 

 

Directions: Pick out the word in each of the following questions that is different. 

 

15. faeces, foetus, stool, excreta:  

 (a) faeces (b) foetus (c) stool (d) excreta 

 

16. vassal, servant, flunky, junky: 

 (a) vassal (b) servant (c) flunky (d) junky 

 

Directions: Each question has a group of sentences, followed by four choices of their arrangement 

in a sequence. Choose that sequence which would result in a most logical narrative paragraph. 

 

17. 1.  Igneous rocks are commonly referred to as primary rocks. 

 2.  They are distinguished by the fact that they contain no fossils. 

 3.  They have no regular arrangement of layers either. 

 4.  Rocks which have solidified directly from molten materials are called igneous rocks. 

 5.  They compose the greater part of the earth's crust. 

 (a) 4,1,5,2,3 (b) 3,1,5,2,4 (c) 5,2,1,4,3 (d) 3,5,1,2,4 

 

18. 1.  For example, we do not know how to manage our machines. 

 2.  Science has given us powers fit for the gods, yet we use them like small children. 

 3.  Yet he has grown so much dependent on them that they are in a fair way to become his 

masters. 

 4.  The great defect of our civilisation is that it does not know what to do with its  knowledge. 
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 5.  Machines were made to be man's servants. 

 (a) 3,5,1,4,2 (b) 4,1,5,2,3 (c) 4,2,1,5,3 (d) 2,3,5,4,1 

 

19.  1.  Fundamental rights are robbed of all value if the independence of the judiciary is 

destroyed. 

 2.  India's federal structure will be impaired exactly in the measure that the independence of 

the judiciary is impaired. 

 3.  On the independence of the grid, depends the entire democratic set-up. 

 4.  The independence of the judiciary is an integral part of our entire constitutional edifice. 

 5.  The judiciary is also the umpire between the union and the states. 

 (a) 1,4,2,5,3 (b) 4,3,1,5,2 (c) 5,2,3,1,4 (d) 4,1,5,2,3. 

 

20. 1.  It detonated and tore through the heart of the City of London. 

 2.  Familiar coded warning messages phoned in before the blast prompted the police to 

suspect the IRA 

 3.  Once again a terrorist bomb was delivered to its target inside an ordinary vehicle. 

 4.  The blast killed one man and injured more than 40. 

 5.  Nearly every window was blown out on the East Side of the 52-story National Westminster 

tower. 

 (a) 3,4,5,1,2 (b) 2,3,1,4,5 (c) 3,1,4,5,2 (d) 3,2,4,5,1. 

 

21. 1.  The lady parrot used to sit calmly by waiting for the result of the encounter. 

 2.  Large numbers of parrots lived in the crevices of barrack walls. 

 3.  Their courtship and love-making was always a fascinating sight. 

 4.  The males used to fight among themselves to decide who was the most deserving. 

 5.  It seemed as though she was waiting to grant her favours to the winner. 

 (a) 4,3,2,1,5 (b) 5,2,4,1,3 (c) 3,4,1,2,5 (d) 2,3,4,1,5 

 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate word/phrase among the choices in terms of 

grammar, syntax and style. 

22. ---- his dying without executing a will, his nephew will inherit all his property. 

 (a) Eventually with   (b) In event with     

 (c) In the event of  (d)The event happening with 

 

23. He abdicated the throne --- his eldest son. 

 (a) for the sake of  (b) to be favourable to his  

 (c) in favour of  (d) to favour 

 

24. ---- an amicable settlement, we offer to pay you Rs.3000. 

 (a) In view of  (b) With a view to arriving at 

 (c) With the view for (d) Viewing from the point of view of 

 

25. They now jeered --- him whom they had once acclaimed --- their hero. 

 (a) towards --- as     (b) for --- by  

 (c) at --- as          (d) at --- for 

 

26. He conversed --- us --- subjects --- varied interest. 

 (a) to - about - with  (b) with - regarding – with 

 (c) with - on - with  (d) with - on - of 

 

Directions : From the choices, select the pair of words which have the same relationship between 

each other as the given pair of words. 

27. WOOD : SAWDUST 

 (a) newspaper : clipping  (b) woman : children   

 (c) metal : filings  (d) smoke : ashes 
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28. BAUXITE : ALUMINIUM 

 (a) mica : manganese    (b) Saturn : mercury  

 (c) copper : tin  (d) magnesite : iron 

 

29. BENCH : STOOL 

 (a) cup : saucer       (b) yardstick : footrule  

 (c) table : cupboard    (d) room : veranda 

 

30. SKILL : VIRTUOSITY 

 (a) insight : profundity (b) momentum : lethargy  

 (c) mendacity : sincerity (d) brightness : gloom 

 

31. FAGGOT : STICKS 

 (a) armoury : flowers   (b) posse : arrows  

 (c) carton : eggs  (d) packet : pencils 

 

32. COIN : JINGLE 

 (a) silver : board     (b) door : creak   

 (c) voice : lisp     (d) money : bank 

 

33. DOWAGER : WIDOW 

 (a) friend : pal       (b) boss : superior  

 (c) consort : husband  (d) king : prince 

 

Directions: Select the pair of words which do not have a relationship similar to the relationship 

between the given pair. 

34. SHIP : DOCK 

 (a) plane  : hanger   (b) car : shed   

 (c) bus : terminus   (d) cash : vault 

 

35. DEVOTEE : RELIGION 

 (a) alumnus : college    (b) patriot : nation  

 (c) linguist : language  (d) employee : company 

 

36. DOG : CANINE 

 (a) man : human  (b) vulture : vulpine  

 (c) cat : feline  (d) cow : bovine 

 

37. MURDER : GENOCIDE 

 (a) battle : war    (b) dismissal : retrenchment 

 (c) birth : delivery   (d) departure : exodus 

 

38. BIRD : AVIARY 

 (a) lion : cave     (b) bee : apiary   

 (c) pig : sty  (d) cow : diary 

 

39. PURSUIT : CAPTURE 

 (a) study : degree     (b) training : skill   

 (c) sound : music  (d) work : wages 

 

40. BLACKSMITH : HAMMER 

 (a) player : bat        (b) carpenter : saw  

 (c) potter : wheel  (d) stenographer : typewriter 

Directions: Select the word among the choices which most nearly means the same as the  given 

phrase. 

41. functioning by means of air 

 (a) aerobic  (b) pneumatic (c) inflationary  (d) vulcanising 
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42. lasting for a very short time 

 (a) nascent       (b) temporary (c) embryonic  (d) transient 

 

43. an insignificant fault that can be forgiven 

 (a) mishap (b) peccadillo (c) negligible (d) lapse 

 

44. secretly listening to others' conversation 

 (a) overhearing (b) pigeonholing (c) eavesdropping (d) spying 

 

45. one who habitually talks in sleep 

 (a) somnambulist (b) insomniac (c) somniloquist     (d) blabberer 

 

Directions: Each sentence has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that a word or phrase is 

missing. From the choices, select the words or phrases which best fit the meaning of the sentences 

as a whole. 

46. Though Bernard Shaw was generally known as a ----, it was he who wrote a book on socialism 

specially meant for women. 

 (a) leftist  (b) misogynist (c) humorist (d) critic 

 

47. The centenary celebrations of the Congress party started with a ---- procession in which at 

least 20 lakh persons were estimated to have participated. 

 (a) long (b) winding (c) mammoth     (d) big 

 

48. Thought an ---- at present, Morarji Desai can even now walk faster than a person half his age. 

 (a) very aged man (b) octogenarian (c) outstanding person    (d) officious 

 

49. When I had an inflammation in my knee, the doctor gave me some tablets and also advised 

me to apply a ---- at the spot. 

 (a) bandage (b) potion (c) soother  (d) poultice 

 

50. Unless the Government takes large scale ----measures, the epidemic that is sweeping this 

district is likely to spread to the adjacent districts also. 

 (a) health (b) diversionary (c) administrative   (d) prophylactic 

 

Directions: Read the passage below and fill in the blanks with the best alternative. 

A good coin collection is an (60) and can be profitable in a number of ways. As a (59) it offers hours 

of pleasure and the (56) of watching the collection grow. (51) coins will be worth at least as much as 

the metal  from which they are made, and these are often (53) metals. The (57) value of a coin (55) 

drops below its face value. The value of many coins actually increases over a period of time  as the 

(52) for these coins  increases while the supply remains unchanged. The words and (54) stamped on 

ancient coins are a unique source of information about the (58) that produced them. 

51. (a) besides (b) alternatively (c) moreover (d) amazingly (e) and   

52. (a) demand (b) need (c) necessity (d) requirement (e) claim 

53. (a) precious (b) rarefied (c) glittering (d) dear (e) priceless 

54. (a) letters (b) illustrations (c) frescoes (d) representation (e) approach 

55. (a) seldom (b) funnily (c) maybe (d) contrarily (e) sadly 

56. (a) process (b) satisfaction (c) craziness (d) cause (e) bliss 

57. (a) retail (b) individual (c) unit (d) least (e) demand 

58. (a) blacksmith (b) periodical (c) man (d) children (e) civilisation 

59. (a) pastime (b) job (c) profession (d) fact (e) recreation 

60. (a) asset (b) advantage (c) benefit (d) diversion (e) divestment 
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Exercise 10(B) 
 

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of four sentences marked A,  B,  C and D. You 

are required to arrange the sentences in a proper sequence so as to make a coherent paragraph. 

 
1. A. Only a short generation ago the number of knowledge jobs and the range of knowledge 

employment were small. 

B. To be a civil servant in the German or Scandinavian governments, one had to have a 

law degree. 

 C. A mathematician need not apply. 

D. Conversely a young man wanting to make a living by putting his knowledge to work had 

only three or four choices of fields and employment. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

 

2. A. But this was inevitable. 

 B. It never formulated another strategic concept. 

 C. It went from one ill conceived improvisation to another. 

 D. The German army never recovered. 

 (a) CDAB  (b) ABCD  (c) DBCA  (d) BDAC  

 

3. A. An old story speaks tells of a south sea islander of Victorian times who,  after his return 

from a visit to the west,  told his fellow islanders that the Westerners had no water in 

their houses and buildings. 

 B. In the western city,  it was conducted in pipes and therefore flowed only when someone 

turned a tap  

 C. On his native island water flowed through hollowed logs and was clearly visible. 

 D. But no one had explained the tap to the visitor. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) ACBD  

 

4. A. In sharp contrast,  Lee,  in command of the Confederate forces had staffed from 

strength. 

B. Before he chose Grant,  he had appointed in succession three or four generals whose 

main qualifications were their lack of major weaknesses. 

C. As a result,  the North,  despite its tremendous superiority in men and material had not 

made any headway for three long years from 1861 to 1864. 

 D. Lincoln learned this the hard way,  however.  

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) DBCA  

 

5. A. The company,  however,  during word war II,  also went into aircraft engines and had,  as 

a result a large jet engine capacity organised in another division concerned with aircraft 

and defence production. 

 B. Large steam turbines,  the company‘s traditional business since before 1900,  were one 

division under their own management and with their own staff. 

 C. In one large company,  the root cause of an epidemic of meetings was a traditional but 

obsolescent organisation of the energy business  

 D. Finally,  there was an atomic energy division,  really an offspring of the research labs 

and still organisationally more or less tied to them. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) CBAD  

 

6. A. President Johnson in 1965-66 ordered such a study for all government agencies and 

their programmes to rid the Defence Department of the barnacles of obsolete and 

unproductive work. 

 B. This is a good first step,  and badly needed. 

 C. But it will not produce results as long as we maintain the traditional assumption that all 

programmes last for ever unless proven to have outlived their usefulness. 

 D. The assumption should be that all programmes outlive their usefulness fast and should 

be scrapped unless proven productive and necessary. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  
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7. A. Yet today the reports are conflicting. 

 B. Ayurvedic practitioners have prescribed this for 5000 years and health food buffs swear 

by its magical properties. 

 C. Tibetan monks consumed a bowl of this wonder food a day and lived to the ripe old age 

of 109. 

 D. Because milk,  the main ingredient in the preparation of yoghurt is considered by many 

nutritionists to be highly mucus forming and difficult to digest. 

 (a) CBAD  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

 

8. A. The power failure that plunged into darkness the whole of north eastern America from 

the St. Lawrence to Washington in November 1965 was according to the first 

explanations,  a truly exceptional situation. 

 B. So was the Thalidomide tragedy which led to the birth of so many deformed babies in the 

sixties. 

 C. The probability of these events,  we were told was one in ten million or one in a hundred 

million. 

 D. It was the result of concatenations of malfunctions as unlikely to recur as it is unlikely,  

for instance,  for the chair on which I sit to disintegrate into its constituent atoms.  

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

 
9 A. A major manufacturer of industrial equipment decided several years ago to discontinue 

one model. 

 B. For years it had been standard equipment on a line of machine tools,  many of which 

were still in use. 

 C. It was therefore decided to sell the model to present owners of the old equipment for 

another three years as a replacement,  and then stop making and selling it. 

 D. Orders for this particular model had been going down for many years. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

 
10. A. Precisely because military operations became so large and interdependent, middle level 

commanders increasingly had to know the framework of strategic decisions within which 

they were operating. 

 B. It only brings out in sharp relief what has been happening all along. 

 C. For this shift from the small adaptation to the decision in principle has been going on for 

a long time. 

 D. The computer,  being a tool,  is probably not the cause of anything  

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) DBCA  (d) BDAC  

 

Directions: Arrange sentences A,  B,  C and D between sentences 1 and 6,  so as to form a logical 

sequence of six sentences. 

 

11. 1. Vail‘s third decision led to the establishment of one of the most successful laboratories in 

industry,  the Bell Laboratory. 

 A.  Obviously it was not subject to normal competition from another supplier who offers the 

purchaser the same product or one supplying the same want. 

 B. Only,  this time he asked,  ― How can one make a monopoly truly competitive?‖ 

 C. Again Vail started out with the need to make a private monopoly viable.  

 D. And without competition such a monopoly would become rigid and incapable of growth 

and change. 

  6. But even in a monopoly,  Vail concluded,  one can organize the future to compete with 

the present. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) CBAD  

 

12.  1. Mathematics must deal with well-defined situations. 

 A. Thus,  mathematicians depend on an intellectual effort outside of mathematics for the 

crucial specification of the approximation that mathematics is to take literally. 

 B. Give mathematicians a situation that is the least bit ill defined,  and they will make it well-

defined,  perhaps appropriately,  but perhaps inappropriately. 
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 C. The mathematicians turn the scientists‘ theoretical assumptions into axioms and then 

take these axioms literally. 

 D. In some cases the mathematicians‘ literal mindedness may have unfortunate 

consequences. 

 6. This brings the danger that they may also persuade the scientists to take these axioms 

literally. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABDC  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

 

13. 1. The first example is the famous Schlieffen plan of the German general staff at the 

outbreak of World War I.  

 A. To accomplish this the Schlieffen Plan proposed to offer only token opposition to Russia,  

the weaker enemy. 

 B. The plan was meant to enable Germany to fight the war on both the Eastern and 

Western fronts simultaneously. 

 C. While all forces would be concentrated first on a quick knockout blow against France 

after which Russia would be dealt with. 

 D. This implied willingness to let the Russian armies move deep into German territory at the 

outbreak of the war. 

  6. But in August 1914,  it became clear that the speed of the Russian armies had been 

underrated. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) BACD  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

 

14. 1. Both imprecision and gross fallibility can plausibly be blamed on the insufficiency of 

genetic information,  since either could be reduced by adding more information. 

 A. It is universally accepted by information theorists that code and language can be made 

mistake resistant by  incorporating redundancy. 

 B. However since the amount of space available in any information system is limited,  

increased redundancy  results in decreased precision.        

 C. More precision could be gained if the those 24 spaces were filled with Arabic numerals. 

 D. For example,  ―pi ― when written incorrectly in English can be understood correctly even 

when a typographical error has occurred. 

 6. There exists a trade-off; the more precisely a system is specified,  using a given limited 

amount of information,  the greater the danger of gross mistakes.  

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABDC  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

 

15.  1. Psychohistory does not merely use psychological explanations in historical contexts. 

 A. Historians have always used such explanations when they were appropriate and when 

there was sufficient evidence for them. 

 B. This commitment precludes a commitment to history as historians have always 

understood it. 

 C. They are committed,  not just to psychology in general but to Freudian psychoanalysis. 

 D. But this pragmatic use of psychology is not what psychohistorians intend.  

  6.  Psychohistory derives its facts not from history, the detailed records of events and their 

consequences,  but from psychoanalysis of the individuals who make history. 

 (a) ADCB  (b) ABCD  (c) CBDA  (d) BDAC  

  
Directions: Each question is a logical sequence of statements with a missing link,  the location of 

which is shown parenthetically. Choose the alternative that best fits the sequence logically. 

 

16. A second possibility suggested by some analysts is that there is egregious inflation in the 

aggregate Soviet statistics of industrial production expressed in value terms. (___) However 

during the last few years many new items have been introduced into production and their 

prices have been relatively high. 

 (a) They gave the index of industrial production a disproportionately large and inflationary 

weight in the overall output  index. 

 (b) Soviet planners diverted substantial quantities of capital,  labour and raw material 

towards growth of military output.  

 (c) The soviets do not publish data on output of military items ranging from intercontinental 

missiles  to submarines and machine guns. 
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 (d) Theoretically Soviet measures of gross industrial output are in constant prices. 

 

17. Sloan realised that this was not the peculiar and short term problem of the company just 

created through merger,  but a generic problem of big business (___).  It needs its own top 

management with real powers. 

 (a) The big business, Sloan saw, needs unity of direction and central control. 

 (b) But it equally needs  energy,  enthusiasm and strength in operations. 

 (c) The operating managers have to have the freedom of doing things their own way. 

 (d) They have to have responsibility and the authority that goes with it. 

 

18. A few years later,  it became possible again to transfer currency from these two countries. 

(___). No one available locally had the necessary managerial and technical skills.  

 (a) But though the business flourished no buyer could be found for it in the first country 

 (b) The business had to be liquidated at a loss. 

(c) In the other country so many local entrepreneurs were eager to buy the business that the 

company repatriated its original investment with a substantial profit. 

 (d) The process and business built on it were essentially the same in both places.  

 

19. In sharp contrast is the recent failure of a brilliant chairman and chief executive to make 

effective a new organisation structure and new objectives in an old large and proud 

American company. (___). The company, after many years as leader of its industry showed 

definite signs of ageing. 

 (a) Everyone agreed that the changes were needed for the company to remain a leader. 

(b) In almost all major fields newer,  smaller,  and more aggressive competitors were 

outflanking it. 

(c) To gain acceptance for the new ideas,  the Chairman promoted the most prominent 

spokesmen of the old school into the most visible and best paid positions.  

 (d) This meant only one thing to the people in the company : ― they don‘t really mean it ‖ 

 

20. The director of a large scientific agency of the US Government retired a few years ago. (___) 

He had been with the agency since its inception in the thirties and was neither a scientist nor 

a trained writer.  

 (a) His tenure proved the superiority of brains over technical training. 

 (b) The publications which he turned out were often criticised for lacking professional polish.  

 (c) He was replaced by an accomplished science writer. 

 (d) The publications immediately took on a highly professional look. 

  

21. Roosevelt immediately substituted a political objective for his former economic one. (___). 

This automatically,  meant a complete change of economic policy from one of conservatism 

to one of radical innovation.  

 (a) He  switched from recovery to reform. 

 (b) The new specifications called for political dynamics. 

 (c) The boundary conditions had changed. 

(d) Roosevelt was enough of a decision maker to know almost intuitively that this meant 

abandoning his original plan altogether if he wanted to have any effectiveness. 

 

22. It is a popular misconception that nuclear fusion power is free of radioactivity.(___) Another 

common misconception is that nuclear fusion power is a virtually unlimited source of energy 

because of the enormous quantity of Deuterium in the sea. 

(a) Research should certainly continue on controlled nuclear fusion,  but no energy program 

should be premised on its existence. 

(b) For the immediate future we must continue to use hydroelectric power,  nuclear fission,  

and fossil fuels to meet our energy needs. 

 (c) The energy sources already in major use are in major use for good reason. 

(d) In fact the deuterium-tritium reaction that nuclear scientists are currently exploring with 

such zeal produces both alpha particles and neutrons. 
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Directions: For each question,  choose the pair of words that have a relationship between 

themselves similar to relationship between the given pair of words. 

 

23. CELERITY : SNAIL 

 (a) indolence : sloth (b)  obstinacy : mule  

 (c)  cunning : weasel (d)  humility : peacock 

 

24. MINUTIAE : DETAILS 

 (a) quibbles : objections (b)  queries : answers  

 (c)  approximations : calculations (d)  data : hypotheses 

 

25. CASTIGATION : DISAPPROVAL 

 (a) grief : indignation (b)  blasphemy : irreverence  

 (c)  innocence : patience (d)  hostility : intention 

 

26. DIPLOMAT : TACT 

 (a) politician : flamboyance (b)  inventor : ingenuity    

 (c)  accountant : flexibility (d)  merchant : catalogue 

 

27. EMOLLIENT : SOOTHE 

 (a) hurricane : track (b)  negative : expose  

 (c)  elevation : track (d)  dynamo : generate 

 

28. RETAINER : RETINUE 

 (a) director : corporation (b)  servant : mansion  

 (c)  witch : coven (d)  miser : hoard 

 

29 DISPASSIONATE : PARTISANSHIP 

 (a) intemperate : moderation  (b)  disconsolate : sorrow  

 (c)  ardent : involvement (d)  enthusiastic : zealousness 

 

30 FERAL : DOMESTICATION 

 (a) arable : cultivation (b)  pliable : moulding  

 (c)  frugal : economy (d)  crude : refinement 

 

31. INSOUCIANT : DISTURB 

 (a) laconic: interpret (b)  distraught : ruffle  

 (c)  incredulous : convince  (d)  egregious : obtrude  

 

 Directions: Each of the following sentences has been split into four parts. You have to mark that part 

which contains a mistake.  

 

32. (a) This is one  

 (b) of the most interesting 

 (c) novels that have  

 (d) appeared this year. 

 

33. (a) He has a wardrobe  

 (b) of wonderfully carved wood,   

 (c) and which has been  

 (d) in his family for generations. 

 

34. (a) We lament the excessive  

 (b) delicacy of his ideas,   

 (c) which prevent us  

 (d)  from appreciating them. 
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35. (a) The student,   

 (b) who you thought 

 (c) so highly of,  has failed 

 (d) to win the first prize.  

 

36. (a) The figures which he quoted  

 (b) were shown to be incorrect,   

 (c) and this took  

 (d) the edge of his argument. 

 

37. (a) The design was  

 (b) disapproved by each  

 (c) whose judgement  

 (d) was entitled to respect. 

 

Directions: In these questions,  some parts of a sentence have been left blank. From the given 

choices,  select the ones which complete the sentence properly in terms of syntax and semantics. 

The number of blanks which can be correctly filled is the answer. E.g  1:a,  2:b etc. 

 

38. Her strong (___) of administration policies and programs was predicated on a number of 

factors : her (___) of the low status of black Americans during the Depression; her faith in the 

willingness of liberal whites to work for the (___) of blacks in the government‘s reform and 

recovery measures; and her (___)  that only massive federal aid could elevate the Negro 

economically. 

 

 inclusion, faith, advocacy, good, opinion, evaluation, conviction, upliftment, assessment 

 

39. To a degree,  the Cardinal‘s coldness is artificially (___). He has defined himself against his 

younger brother Duke Ferdinand and is the opposite of the overwrought emotionality of the 

latter. But the Cardinal‘s aloof mood is not one of bland (___). It is the deliberate detachment 

of a (___) man who collects his thoughts and emotions into the most compact and formidable 

shape - that when he strikes,  he may strike with the efficient and (___) force. 

 

resignation, ruthless, devastating, meticulous, detachment, encompassing, cultivated 

 

40 Aloof and autonomous in his personality,  Du Bois did not hesitate to depart markedly from 

whatever was the current (___) of Black thinking when he perceived that the conventional 

wisdom being (___) by black spokesmen was proving inadequate to the task of advancing 

the race. His willingness to seek different solutions often placed him well in advance of his 

(___),  and this combined with a strong will,  even (___) personality made his career as a 

black leader essentially a series of stormy conflicts. 

maelstrom, spouted, combative, dominating, contemporaries, preached, colleagues, arrogant 

 

41. The sensible thing it seems,  would be for the Ford workers to open the way to higher 

earnings would be to become more (___) – working harder,  more steadily with fewer 

disputes. But some psychologists would argue that the (___) and tea breaks are (___) to 

deal with the dreary pressures of the assembly line. In other words British workers really do 

not want to be more efficient,  they (___) a less tidy life. 

 

 coffee, chats, meant, outlets, mechanisms, efficient, modes, devices, professional 

 

42. There are always more important (___) to be made than there is time to make them. Any 

analysis of executive contributions comes up with an (___) richness of important tasks ; and 

any analysis of executive time discloses an embarrassing scarcity of time available for the 

work that really contributes. No matter how well an (___) manages his time,  the greater part 

of it will still not be his own. Yet most of the tasks of the executive require,  for minimum 

effectiveness,  a fairly large (___) of time. 
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astounding, quota, quantum, passage, tasks, allocation, embarrassing, decisions, 

contributions 

 

43. There are additional implications of the computer for decision making. If properly used,  for 

instance,  it could free senior executives from much of the (___) with events inside the 

organisation  to which they are now being (___) by the absence or tardiness of reliable 

information. It would make it much easier for the executive to go and look for himself on the 

outside,  that is in an area alone where an organisation can have results. Traditionally we 

have tended to (___) towards treating (___)  situations as a series of unique events. 

 

Err,  conventional,  generic,  gravitate, obsession, subjected,  preoccupation, specific 

condemned 

 

Directions: From the following sets of four sentences,  choose that sentence as the answer which is 

the most appropriate and concise grammatically,  semantically and logically. 

 

44. (a) That kind of joke does not amuse me. 

 (b) That kind of joke does not give me any amusement. 

 (c) That kind of joke is not an amusing one. 

 (d) I am not amused by that kind of joke. 

 

45. (a) I was the man who they thought was dead. 

 (b) I was the man whom they thought was dead. 

 (c) I was thought of as dead by them. 

 (d) They thought I was dead. 

 

46. (a) Tyranny is one of those evils which tends to perpetuate itself. 

 (b) Tyranny is one of those evils which tend to perpetuate themselves. 

 (c) Tyranny is one of those evils which tends to perpetuate themselves. 

 (d) Tyranny is one of those evils which tend to perpetuate itself. 

 

47. (a) It was the most unkindest cut of all. 

 (b) It was the unkindest cut of all. 

 (c) It was the most unkind cut of all. 

 (d) It was the more unkind than any other cut. 

 

48 (a) His diet was abstemious,  his prayers long and fervent. 

 (b) His diet was abstemious,  his prayers were long and fervent. 

 (c) His diet was abstemious,  while he prayed long and fervently. 

 (d) He had an abstemious diet and long and fervent prayers. 

 

49. (a) What is wanted are not large houses with modern conveniences but small cottages. 

 (b) What is wanted is not large houses with modern conveniences but small cottages. 

 (c) What is wanted are not modern and convenient large houses but small cottages. 

 (d) What is wanted are small cottages but not large houses with modern conveniences. 

 

50. (a) Ten rioters have been sentenced,  and five acquitted. 

 (b) Ten rioters have been sentenced,  and five have been acquitted. 

 (c) Ten rioters have been sentenced,  while five have been acquitted. 

 (d) Sentences were passed on ten rioters while five were acquitted. 
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Answers 
Exercise 1(A) 

1. d 2. b 3. c 4. b 5. c 6. b 7. b 8. c 9. d 10. b 

11. d 12. c 13. b 14. d 15. a 16. c 17. c 18. d 19. c 20. a 

21. c 22. a 23. c 24. b 25. d 26. d 27. c 28. b 29. c 30. d 

31. d 32. a 33. c 34. c 35. a 36. b 37. c 38. b 39. c 40. d 

41. d 42. c 43. b 44. c 45. c 46. d 47. a 48. c 49. b 50. c 

51. c 52. c 53. b 54. e 55. a 56. b 57. d 58. c 59. a 60. c 

 

Exercise 1(B) 

1.c 2.b 3.a 4.d 5.a 6.b 7.b 8.d 9.c 10.a 

11.a 12.b 13.d 14.a 15.b 16.c 17.c 18.d 19.d 20.a 

21.a 22.d 23.d 24.a 25.c 26.d 27.c 28.c 29.b 30.b 

31.c 32.a 33.a 34.d 35.a 36.a 37.d 38.b 39.c 40.c 

41.a 42.c 43.d 44.a 45.c 46.c 47.b 48.d 49.b 50.b 

 

Exercise 2(A) 

1. b 2. c 3. d 4. b 5. c 6. b 7. a 8. c 9. a 10. a 

11. a 12. c 13. d 14. d 15. b 16. d 17.d 18. c 19. d 20. d 

21. d 22. c 23. a 24. b 25. a 26. b 27. a 28. c 29. c 30. d 

31.a 32. d 33. b 34. d 35. c 36. a 37. d 38. d 39. b 40. c 

41. c 42. b 43.c 44. d 45. b 46. b 47. d 48. d 49. d 50. c 

51. e 52. b 53. e 54. a 55. b 56. a 57.d 58. d 59. b 60. c 

 

Exercise 2(B) 

1.d 2.c 3.d 4.d 5.a 6.c 7.b 8.c 9.b 10.c 

11.c 12.a 13.c 14.d 15.b 16.b 17.a 18.a 19.a 20.d 

21.a 22.c 23.a 24.a 25.a 26.d 27.c 28.c 29.b 30.d 

31.d 32.a 33.d 34.a 35.c 36.d 37.b 38.b 39.d 40.c 

41.a 42.c 43.c 44.a 45.d 46.a 47.d 48.b 49.b 50.c 

 

Exercise 3(A) 

1. b 2. c 3. d 4. a 5. b 6. c 7. d 8. a 9. c 10. b 

11. d 12. a 13. b 14. b 15. c 16. b 17. d 18. b 19. c 20. b 

21. a 22. b 23. c 24. d 25. b 26. d 27. b 28. d 29. b 30.d 

31. c 32. d 33. c 34. b 35. a 36. b 37. d 38. a 39. c 40. b 

41. a 42. c 43. c 44. b 45. c 46. b 47. c 48. a 49. d 50. c 

51. a 52. b 53. c 54. d 55. e 56. c 57. c 58. d 59. b 60. d 

 

Exercise 3(B) 

1.c 2.c 3.b 4.c 5.d 6.b 7.d 8.d 9.d 10.a 

11.c 12.b 13.c 14.c 15.c 16.c 17.d 18.a 19.d 20.c 

21.a 22.c 23.b 24.c 25.c 26.d 27.a 28.a 29.c 30.a 

31.b 32.d 33.b 34.a 35.a 36.c 37.d 38.b 39.c 40.a 

41.c 42.c 43.a 44.c 45.a 46.a 47.b 48.b 49.c 50.b 

 

Exercise 4(A) 

1. a 2. c 3. c 4. b 5. b 6. a 7. b 8. c 9. a 10. c 

11. a 12. c 13. b 14. d 15. b 16. c 17. c 18. d 19. b 20. a 

21. c 22. c 23. b 24. c 25. b 26. c 27. b 28. b 29. a 30. d 

31. c 32. b 33. c 34. b 35. d 36. b 37. d 38. c 39. b 40. d 

41. c 42. d 43. b 44. c 45. b 46. c 47. b 48. a 49. b 50. c 

51. a 52. b 53. a 54. a 55. b 56. a 57. c 58. a 59. e 60. d 
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Exercise 4(B) 

1.c 2.a 3.b 4.d 5.b 6.c 7.a 8.b 9.d 10.a 

11.d 12.b 13.b 14.b 15.d 16.b 17.c 18.d 19.b 20.a 

21.d 22.a 23.d 24.d 25.d 26.d 27.c 28.a 29.a 30.c 

31.d 32.c 33.c 34.b 35.c 36.b 37.a 38.a 39.d 40.c 

41.a 42.b 43.c 44.a 45.d 46.b 47.d 48.b 49.c 50.a 

 

Exercise 5(A) 

1. c 2. a 3. b 4. b 5. d 6. a 7. d 8. d 9. b 10. b 

11. d 12. a 13. b 14. d 15.a 16. a 17. c 18. b 19. a 20. d 

21. c 22. c 23. b 24. d 25. b 26. c 27. d 28. c 29. d 30. b 

31. c 32. a 33. b 34. c 35. d 36. d 37. c 38. d 39. d 40. c 

41. a 42. b 43. c 44. b 45. c 46. b 47. a 48. c 49. b 50. b 

51. c 52. c 53. c 54. c 55. c 56. d 57. b 58. c 59. a 60. d 

 

Exercise 5(B) 

1.d 2.a 3.a 4.d 5.b 6.b 7.b 8.c 9.c 10.c 

11.a 12.b 13.a 14.c 15.d 16.c 17.c 18.a 19.d 20.d 

21.a 22.d 23.b 24.c 25.c 26.c 27.c 28.c 29.c 30.c 

31.b 32.a 33.b 34.a 35.b 36.a 37.d 38.d 39.a 40.c 

41.a 42.d 43.a 44.b 45.b 46.c 47.a 48.d 49.c 50.d 

 

Exercise 6(A) 

1. a 2. d 3. c 4. b 5. b 6. b 7. c 8. c 9. a 10. b 

11. b 12. c 13. d 14. d 15. c 16. c 17.b 18. c 19. d 20. d 

21. b 22. c 23. d 24. a 25. d 26. c 27. b 28. b 29. b 30. b 

31. a 32. b 33. c 34. a 35. d 36. c 37. d 38. a 39. c 40. d 

41. b 42. d 43. c 44. c 45. c 46. b 47. a 48. b 49. d 50. c 

51. a 52. a 53. b 54. d 55. a 56. b 57. c 58. e 59. a 60. a 

 

Exercise 6(B) 

1.d 2.a 3.a 4.d 5.c 6.b 7.a 8.d 9.d 10.c 

11.d 12.b 13.c 14.d 15.b 16.c 17.a 18.a 19.a 20.d 

21.d 22.b 23.d 24.b 25.a 26.c 27.b 28.c 29.c 30.b 

31.c 32.c 33.a 34.d 35.c 36.d 37.b 38.d 39.a 40.b 

41.b 42.c 43.a 44.d 45.d 46.a 47.c 48.b 49.a 50.a 

 

Exercise 7(A) 

1. b 2. c 3. d 4. a 5. c 6. b 7. c 8. a 9. a 10. b 

11. c 12. b 13. c 14. b 15. c 16. c 17. d 18. c 19. b 20. b 

21. d 22. c 23. d 24. b 25. c 26. a 27. b 28. b 29. d 30. c 

31. c 32. c 33. c 34. c 35. a 36. c 37. a 38. b 39. d 40. c 

41. c 42. c 43. c 44. b 45. b 46. b 47. d 48. b 49. d 50. c 

51. a 52. c 53. a 54. d 55. a 56. e 57. d 58. c 59. d 60. a 

 

Exercise 7(B) 

1.c 2.a 3.a 4.a 5.a 6.c 7.d 8.c 9.c 10.b 

11.d 12.b 13.a 14.d 15.c 16.d 17.a 18.b 19.a 20.c 

21.a 22.a 23.a 24.d 25.a 26.b 27.b 28.d 29.a 30.c 

31.a 32.b 33.b 34.a 35.b 36.a 37.c 38.c 39.d 40.a 

41.d 42.b 43.a 44.d 45.b 46.a 47.a 48.a 49.b 50.c 
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Exercise 8(A) 

1. a 2. b 3. c 4. d 5. b 6. a 7. b 8. c 9. a 10. b 

11. c 12. a 13. b 14. c 15.d 16. c 17. c 18. a 19. b 20. c 

21.d 22. a 23. c 24. d 25. d 26. b 27. b 28. a 29. c 30. a 

31. d 32. a 33. b 34. c 35. d 36. c 37. c 38. b 39. b 40. a 

41. a 42. d 43. b 44. d 45. a 46. b 47. b 48. b 49. d 50. d 

51. e 52. a 53. b 54. a 55. e 56. e 57. a 58. e 59. a 60. c 

 

Exercise 8(B) 

1.c 2.d 3.b 4.d 5.c 6.a 7.d 8.b 9.d 10.c 

11.d 12.d 13.a 14.a 15.d 16.c 17.d 18.d 19.c 20.d 

21.b 22.a 23.d 24.b 25.c 26.a 27.d 28.a 29.b 30.d 

31.d 32.c 33.b 34.d 35.c 36.a 37.d 38.b 39.b 40.b 

41.d 42.d 43.d 44.a 45.c 46.a 47.d 48.c 49.b 50.a 

 

Exercise 9(A) 

1. c 2. b 3. d 4. b 5. c 6. b 7. a 8. a 9. b 10. b 

11. c 12. b 13. d 14. a 15. c 16. a 17. b 18.d 19. c 20. c 

21.a 22. c 23. c 24. c 25. b 26. d 27. b 28. b 29. d 30. b 

31. a 32. b 33. c 34. c 35. c 36. c 37. c 38. c 39. c 40. b 

41. d 42. c 43. a 44. b 45. c 46. b 47. b 48. a 49. a 50. d 

51. a 52. c 53. a 54. a 55. d 56. b 57. b 58. a 59. d 60. c 

 

Exercise 9(B) 

1.d 2.c 3.a 4.b 5.a 6.d 7.d 8.c 9.a 10.c 

11.c 12.c 13.c 14.b 15.a 16.d 17.a 18.a 19.a 20.b 

21.a 22.c 23.d 24.d 25.c 26.b 27.b 28.a 29.d 30.b 

31.d 32.b 33.a 34.c 35.d 36.b 37.a 38.c 39.d 40.c 

41.a 42.a 43.c 44.d 45.d 46.a 47.c 48.c 49.d 50.a 

 

Exercise 10(A) 

1.b 2. c 3. c 4. b 5. d 6. a 7. c 8.c 9. a 10. a 

11. d 12. b 13. a 14. a 15. b 16. d 17. a 18. c 19. b 20. c 

21. d 22. c 23. c 24. b 25. c 26. d 27. c 28. d 29. b 30. a 

31. c 32. b 33. c 34. b 35. c 36. b 37. c 38. a 39. c 40. a 

41. b 42. d 43. b 44. c 45. c 46. b 47. c 48. b 49. d 50. d 

51. c 52. a 53. a 54. a 55. a 56. b 57. a 58. e 59. a 60. a 

 

Exercise 10(B) 

1.b 2.c 3.d 4.d 5.d 6.b 7.a 8.b 9.a 10.c 

11.d 12.d 13.b 14.b 15.a 16.a 17.a 18.a 19.a 20.a 

21.a 22.d 23.d 24.a 25.b 26.b 27.d 28.c 29.a 30.d 

31.c 32.c 33.c 34.c 35.b 36.d 37.b 38.d 39.d 40.c 

41.c 42.c 43.c 44.a 45.d 46.a 47.b 48.a 49.b 50.a 
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Solutions  
 

Exercise1(A) 

  

1. The answer is  (d) servant. The given word is factotum which means an employee who does 

all kinds of work. (a) Biography is an account of a person's life written by another, (b) is a 

newspaper (c) Statistics is mathematics of collection, organisation and interpretation of 

numerical data. Therefore (d) servant is closest in meaning to the given word and is the 

answer. 

 

2. The answer is (b) advocate. The given word is espouse which means to support.  (a) intensify 

means to increase or make more intense, (c) describe and (d) marry are not the same in 

meaning as the above given word whereas  (b) advocate which means speak in favour of or 

support is closest in meaning to the given word and is the answer. 

 

3. The answer is (c) beleaguer. The given word is besiege which means to crowd out, helm in, 

lay siege to or force to surrender, (a) describe,  (b) imprison means to put in prison, (d) 

enclose means to cover therefore  (c) beleaguer means to surround and is closest in meaning 

to the given word and is the answer. 

 

4. The answer is (b) awkward. The given word is gawky which means awkward, ill at ease. (a) 

proud, (c) greedy and (d) undisciplined do not mean awkward. 

 

5. The answer is  (c) extinct. Defunct  means no longer in use or ceased to exist (a) insolvent  

means bankrupt,  (b) defaulting means failure to perform a task or fulfil an obligation and (d) 

discouraged means to be deprived of confidence or hope. 

 

6. The answer is  (b) explicit, which means stated in detail.. The given word is furtive which 

means stealthy, secret, hidden. (a) abundant means plenty (c) prolonged means extended and  

(d) dormant means not active. 

 

7. The  answer is  (b) energetic- vigorous. Languor means ‗lack of energy‘.  (a) tiredness also 

means  fatigue. (c) ruin and  (d) delight are not opposites to languor in meaning. 

 

8. Equivocal means ambiguous. The  answer is  (c) precise . (a) prosaic means 

nromantic;lacking in poetic beauty, (b) unequal  and (d)discontinuous are not antonyms of 

ambiguous.Precise means accurately expressed  

 

9. The answer is (d) hazy. Hazy means misty or unclear. Lustrous means shiny, glossy or 

brilliant.  

 (a) ascetic means austere and spartan. (b) celibate means abstaining from marriage, 

observing chastity  (c) shining is a synonym of lustrous.. 

 

10. The answer is (d) cowardly. Cowardly means timid and lacking courage. Invincible  means 

incapable of being defeated or subdued. (a)unexcitable means not  easily excited, (b) 

vulnerable means sensitive (c) dictatorial means overbearing,. 

 

11. The answer is (d) pedicure: manicure, where pedicure is care or treatment of the feet and 

manicure is care or treatment of the hands/nails .The given analogy is foot: fingers: (a) bottom: 

top are antonyms,(b)finger: thumb ; both are parts of the hand,(c) pedal: handicap are 

unrelated words.  

 

12. The answer is (c) fragrance: perfume.  Fragrance is a product of nature whereas perfume is 

produced artificially.(a) hypothesis and conclusion are not related to each other as natural and 

synthetic are. (b) cotton: wool ;here both are natural substances,  (d) honey: sugarcane; here 

both are naturally sweet substances 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 127 

13. The answer is option (b) glacier: snow, both are different forms of water, snow is static 

whereas glacier is mobile The given analogy is moving: static, both are antonyms. Option (a) 

rain: cloud, cloud is the source of rain, option (c) river: alluvium, here alluvium is soil deposited 

by a river after a flood. Option(d) dynamics: electronics, both are branches of physics but they 

are not opposites . None of the options (a), (c) and (d) can be considered as the correct 

option. 

 

14. The answer is option (d) aviary: birds, aviary is a bird sanctuary, this is similar to the given 

analogy apiary: bees, an apiary is a bee house. Option (a) pen: sheep, a pen is a place or 

enclosure for confining livestock and not particularly sheep. Option (b) shed: cows ,a shed is a 

structure for storage. Option (c) sea: fish , sea is not the dwelling place of fish alone. 

Therefore, none of the options (a), (b) and (c) can be chosen as the right option. 

 

15. The answer is option (a) business: partner, a partner is an important member of any business; 

in the given analogy family: spouse, a spouse is an important member of one‘s family. 

Option(b) army: major, a major is a in the army, option (c) truth: witness, here too the 

relationship is not similar to that of the given analogy, option (d) home: lady, here ‗lady‘ might 

not refer to the most important female member of a home. Therefore, none of the options (b), 

(c) and (d) can be considered as the correct option. 

 

16. The given pair of words is rigid: resilient, this is a pair of synonyms and they mean set in their 

ways or unchangeable. Option (a) detached: indifferent, both mean unaffected. Option (b) 

essential: indispensable here too both are synonyms as both mean needed, option (d) candid: 

plain, both mean clear. Therefore, none among the options (a), (b) and (d) can be the right 

option. The answer is option (c) indolent: agile; indolent means lazy and agile means nimble; 

so the relationship between the two is that of antonyms, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

17. The given analogy is bangle: adornment, a bangle is an adornment. Option (a) medal: reward, 

a medal is a reward, Option (b) fine: punishment, a fine is a punishment. Option (d) shirt: 

raiment, a raiment means an apparel and a shirt is an apparel. The correct option is (c) marks: 

examination, marks are obtained by attempting an examination. So marks and examination are 

not related as the pairs of words in the other analogies are. 

 

18. The answer is option (d) tape: recorder The given analogy is retina: eye, retina is a part of the 

eye, option (a) drum: ear, the drum is a part of the ear. Option (b) lens: camera, lens is a part 

of the camera. Option (c) finger: hand, fingers are part of the hand. Option (d) tape: recorder is 

the correct option as a tape is not part of a recorder; a tape is used to record audio or video 

signals and a recorder is used for making records. 

  

19. The answer is option (c) cartoon: outline The given analogy is edifice: construction, an edifice 

is a construction. Option (a) sculpture: carving, option (b) portrait: painting and option (d) 

essay: writing are all similar to the given analogy as the first mentioned is a form of the second 

whereas in option(c) cartoon: outline,a cartoon is a humorous drawing and not an outline. So 

(c) is the correct option. 

  

20. The answer is option (a) visionary: sight, visionary is person who has unusual powers of 

foresight and sight is a faculty of vision, the two words are not related to each other. The given 

analogy is tactile: touch, touch is a verb, it means to feel and tactile is an adjective which 

means relating to the sense of touch. Similarly, in option (b) auditory is an adjective relating to 

the verb hearing; in option(c) taste is a verb and gustatory is the adjective relating to the sense 

of taste and in option (d) scent is a verb (to smell) and olfactory is an adjective relating to the 

sense of smell. 

 

21. The answer is (c) pageant, which means a spectacular ceremony and this is the most 

appropriate choice. None of the other options can be considered as (a) ovation means 

applause, (b) tablet means a medicine in the form of a pellet (d) finale means ‗temporal end‘.  
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22. The answer is option (a) obsessed, which means pre-occupied. The other options cannot be 

considered as they do not agree with the context of the given sentence, (b) particular means 

specific or unique; (c) infatuated means enamoured and (d) convinced means persuaded of or 

convinced of. 

 

23. The answer is option (c) crying, which means grieving. The other options cannot be 

considered, as they do not agree with the context of the given sentence. (a) wasting means 

using inefficiently, (b) lauding means praising, (d) elating means ‗making lively or joyful‘. 

 

24. The answer is option (b) labyrinth, which means a complex system of paths or tunnels agrees 

with the context of the sentence, the other options do not.(a) forest means ‗land covered with 

trees and shrubs‘,(c) fortress is ‗a fortified defensive structure‘ and (d) confusion means 

‗disorder or disarray‘.  

 

25. The answer is option (d) malnutrition, which means ‗a state of poor nutrition‘. Fasting, hunger 

and poverty need not necessarily result in retarded growth of brain.(a) Fasting means ‗to 

abstain voluntarily from food‘,(b) hunger is discomfort caused by lack of food and (c) poverty 

means lack of financial resources. 

    

26. The answer is option (d) jurisdiction means ‗territory within which legal power can be 

exercised‘ 

 The other options do not agree with the context of the sentence-(a) coast means ‗the shore of 

a sea, (b) hinterland means ‗a remote and undeveloped area‘ and (c) suzerainty means 

‗domain of a sovereign state‘.  

 

27.  The correct answer option is (c) guinea pig, which means ‗a person or animal used as a 

subject for an experiment.‘ The other options do not agree with the context of the sentence 

because-model is a person employed to display fashions,  (b) victim means ‗a person who is 

swindled or injured‘ and (d) mannequin is ‗a life size dummy used to display clothes.‘ 

 

28. The answer is option (b) garish- gaudy or over decorated. The other options do not agree with 

the context of the sentence because-(a) colourful means ‗varied in colour‘, (c) gossamer is ‗a 

fabric with an extremely fine texture‘ and (b) glimmering means ‗shining brightly‘. 

 

29. The answer is option (c) repository- a storehouse, where something is found in abundance. 

The other options do not agree with the context of the sentence because-centre- a place 

where some activity is concentrated, (b) originator –one who creates new things, conceiver 

and (d) fountainhead -original source or abundant source. The Prime minister of India is 

neither the centre nor the originator nor the fountainhead of power as the President is the 

head of state. 

 

30. The answer is option (d) euphemism- a vague expression substituted for another thought to be 

too harsh or direct. The other options do not agree with the context of the sentence because- 

(a) pleasantries –agreeable or amusing remarks,  (b) cheating –deceiving and (c) equivocation 

– intentionally vague or ambiguous. 

 

31. The answer is (d) gram.  

 (a) wheat , (b) barley and  (c) millets are all cereals whereas  (d) gram is a pulse. 

 

32. The answer is (a) hypocrisy. (b) monarchy, (c) plutocracy and (d) oligarchy are all forms of 

government whereas (a)  hypocrisy means falseness. 

 

33. The answer is (c) sun. The other options, (a) Venus, (b) mercury and (d) Jupiter are all names 

of planets whereas (c) sun is not a planet and is therefore the answer. 

 

34. The answer is (c) poppy. The other options (a) mustard, (b) sesame and (d) castor are all 

names of seeds which produce oil whereas (c) poppy is the seed of a flower and hence is the 

odd word out. 
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35. The answer is (a) croton. From the given options,(b) bluebell, (c) marigold and (d) 

crysanthemum are all names of flowers whereas option (a) croton is the name of an Asiatic 

shrub and is therefore the answer. 

 

36. The answer sequence is option (b) 2,5,3,4,1. Sentence 2 is the opening sentence, it 

introduces the subject ‗use of contraceptives‗. Sentence 5 then follows in sequence stating 

that the use the pill can cause clots, sentence 3 follows next in sequence as it talks about the 

fatality of the clots that are caused, sentence 4 follows as it gives more information about the 

risks and sentence 1 lists the factors that increase the risk. 

 

37. The answer sequence is option (c) 2,3,1,5,4. The opening sentence is 2, it states the subject 

of the passage- the gelatin process. Sentence (3), sentence(1) and sentence(5) list the steps 

of the process. Finally sentence (5) tells us the advantage of the gelatin process. The other 

options (a), (b) and (d) when read in their respective sequences do not form a logically 

coherent passage. 

 

38. The answer sequence is option (d) 3,5,2,1,4. Sentence (3) introduces the subject- Bunyan‘s 

allegory. Sentence (5) tells why Bunyan‘s allegory is out of the ordinary. Sentence (2) speaks 

about allegories. Sentence (1) tells how Pilgrim‘s Progress is better than other good allegories 

looking from the ‗human interest angle‘. Finally sentence (4) tells about the uniqueness of 

Pilgrim‘s Progress with reference to statement (1). The other options when read in their 

respective sequences do not form logically coherent passages. 

 

39. The answer sequence is option (c) 2,5,4,1,3. Sentence (2) introduces the subject of the 

passage- weather maps. Sentence (5) tells how weather maps give a picture of weather 

changes. Sentence (4) lists the ways in which weather forecasters use weather maps. 

Sentence (3) summarises the functions of the weather maps. The other options when read in 

their respective sequences do not form logically coherent passages.. 

 

40. The answer sequence is option (d) 4,2,5,1,3. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it 

gives the subject of the passage- adaptation of the birds for flying. Sentence (2) states the two 

main adaptations. Sentences (5), (1) and (3) list the adaptations in the proper order. The other 

options (a) , (b), and (c) when read in their respective sequences do not form logically 

coherent passages. 

 

41. The answer is option (d) ―so fast that‖ .Option (a) ―too fast that‖, option (b) ― fast enough for‖ 

and option (c) ―quite fast and‖ are all incorrect as they do not agree with the context of the 

given sentence. 

 

42. The answer option is (c) ―you work harder‖ because it is grammatically correct and it agrees 

with the context of the sentence. Option (a) ― you will work harder ― cannot be the correct 

answer as ―will not‖ has been used in the first part of  the sentence, option (b) ― you shall work 

harder‖ cannot also be considered as the answer option as ‘shall‘ is not necessary, option (d) 

―you work hardly‖ means ‗you do not work at all‘.  

  

43.     The answer option (b) ― had earlier been‖ .Option (a) ―was‖ is a correct option but option (b) is 

a more appropriate one, option (c) ―had before been‖ is incorrect grammatically as it should be 

―had been before‖ and option (d) ―which was once‖ is incorrect as the pronoun ‗it‘ has been 

used in the latter half of the sentence. 

 

44. The answer option is (c) that –it introduces the reason for his going to Madurai, which is the 

subject of the sentence. Option (a) because,(b) since and option (d) for are conjunctions used 

to state a reason for the previous clause in a sentence.  

 

45. The answer is option (c) ― hasn‘t he‖, this affirms the already known fact. Option (a) ―isn‘t it‖ is 

incorrect as the verb ‗is‘ and the pronoun ‗it‘ do not agree with the subject of the sentence. 

Option (b) ―isn‘t he‖ is incorrect as the verb ‗is‘ does not agree with ‗ has come‘. Option (d) ― is 

it true?‖ is also not correct as it cannot be used as a question tag. 
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46. The answer option is (d) ― and waited for the green light‖. Options  (a), (b) and (c) do not agree 

with the structure of the sentence. 

 

47. The answer option is  (a) ―quite early‖. Options (b), (c) and (d) not fit coherently into the 

context of the given sentence whereas option (a) ―quite early‖ gives some indication of how 

early the college was reached. 

 

48. The correct answer option is (c) ―if I were an American citizen, this explores the possibility of 

being an American. Option (a) ―if I am in America‖ is incorrect as every person in America 

cannot vote, option  (b) tense does not agree and option (d) structure does not agree with that 

of the given sentence. 

 

49. The answer option is (b) ―should I…send it‖, ‘should‘ is the most appropriate verb. Option (a), 

option (c) and option (d) do not agree with the context of the sentence. ‗I‖ is missing in option 

(d) 

 

50. The answer option is (c) ―fewer…. the mathematics classes‖, this is correct grammatically. 

Option (a), option (b) and option (d) all are incorrect, in option (a) the word‘ the‘ is missing 

before ‗mathematics classes‘, in option (b) the word ‗less ‗should be ‘lesser‘, and option (d) the 

‗do ‗is not required before the ‗the‘.  

 

51. The answer option is (c) II, both &I are correct grammatically. In statement III the syntax is not 

correct. 

 

52. The answer option is (c) I  & III, as both statements are grammatically correct. Statement (II) is 

not correct as ‗while‘ implies a meaning that is different from that of the other two statements. 

 

53. The answer option is (b) II only, sentence (II) is grammatically correct and also conveys the 

proper meaning. Sentences (I) and (II) convey meanings that are different from that of the 

given sentences. 

 

54. The answer is option (e) all, all three statements are correct and convey the same sense. 

 

55. The answer option is option (a) I & II. From the given sentence we can understand that a 

certain individual has read Bacon and finds that it has profited him greatly. Sentence (III) does 

not tell how much profitable reading Bacon was, therefore it is wrong.  

 

56. The answer is option (b) the use of the word in sentence 2 is correct but in 1 is not. The word 

―alumni‖ in sentence (1) has to be changed to almunus. 

 

57. The answer is option (d) the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be 

correct if the words were interchanged, anxious means ‗worried‘ and eager means ‗actively 

interested or enthusiastic‘. 

 

58. The answer is option (c) the use of the words in both sentences is correct. Contemptible 

means ‗worthy of being despised or rejected.‘ Contemptuous means ‗expressing extreme 

contempt‘. 

 

59. The answer is option (a) the use of the word in statement 1 is correct but in 2 is not. Credible 

means believable. ‗Credulous‘ would be the correct word in sentence (II). 

 

60. The answer is option (c) the use of the words in both sentences is correct. 
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Exercise 1(B) 

 

1. The answer sequence is option (c) CBDA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

in question is the observations made about people in work groups. Sentence C is the correct 

opening sentence as it begins by stating that an assumption made is that the work group is 

one of the most relevant reference groups. Sentence B follows in continuity as it states what 

goes on in team work at informal levels, lastly sentence D and then sentence A follow and 

complete the paragraph making it a coherent narrative. 

 

2. The answer sequence is option (b) BDCA. From the given sentences, the topic discussed is 

the Indian customers realisation of the value of software. Sentence B is the correct opening 

sentence as it begins by saying that the Indian customer has only just realised the value of 

software in the last five years. Sentence D follows by stating that earlier, software was just 

considered a part of hardware. Next sentence C follows as it states that piracy was rampant, 

and lastly sentence A concludes by stating that today piracy levels have come down and the 

domestic industry has grown. 

 

3. The correct sequence is option (a) DCBA. From the given sentences we see that the topic 

being discussed is colour television. Sentence D opens with the shift in attitude towards 

consumption and spending that has redefined the concepts of luxuries and necessities. 

Sentence C follows in continuity with how for the post- Asiad generation, life without access to 

a colour television is unthinkable. Sentence B then continues by stating that just 16 years ago 

one of the country's biggest political debates was whether we could afford to switch to colour 

transmission. Lastly sentence A concludes by saying that the arrival of the colour television 

was a defining moment especially for middle-class Indians who wanted to acquire this "status 

symbol".  

 

4. The answer is option (d) BADC. From the given sentences we see that the topic being 

discussed is multinationals. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating 

that since the entry of multinational companies into the Indian market the decrease of local 

brands is a fast growing feature. Sentence A follows as it states that now global competition in 

its full force and form has arrived. Sentence D then continues as it states that companies have 

the staying power to build new categories or to wrest the market shares from local players. 

Lastly sentence C concludes by stating that inspite of this, Indian customers are tough and will 

only buy if the value benefit matches the price.  

 

5. The answer option is (a) CBDA. From the given sentences we see that the topic discussed is 

the importance of consumers and providing them with services. Sentence C is the correct 

opening sentence as it states that the biggest beneficiaries of increased competition will be 

consumers, next sentence B goes on to continue that companies have begun to invite 

consumers into their factories as they have begun to develop goods in line with consumer 

preferences. Next sentence D follows in continuity as it states that manufacturers are further 

incorporating product plus features and are also toning up their after sales services, lastly 

sentence A concludes by further stressing on the importance of service and mentioning that it 

will be the key differentiator.  

 

6. The answer sequence is option is (b) CADB. From the given sentences we see that the topic 

being discussed is brand wars on the battleground of the Indian bazaar. Sentence C opens by 

stating that the Indian bazaar is a fairly new battle ground, sentence A then goes on to 

continue that only recently became a reality, next sentence D follows by stating that the first 

big wars have been fought in fast moving consumer goods like soaps and colas. Lastly 

sentence B concludes by stating that new fronts like cellphones and other consumer durables 

have opened up 

 

7. The answer sequence is option (b) CDBA. From the given sentences we see that the topic in 

question is the soft drink battles or the cola wars. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence 

as it states that the world-wide soft drink battles are anything but soft, sentence D then goes 

on to talk about the two main soft drink companies in question which are Coca cola and Pepsi. 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 132 

Next sentence B then states that we should consider what is happening here, lastly sentence 

A concludes by further stating the amount that Pepsi has spent in its battle for supremacy.  

 

8. The answer sequence is option (d) BDCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

in consideration is the easy availability of the comforts of life. The opening sentence is B as it 

begins by stating that the comforts of life are just a few signatures away on cheques and credit 

card slips. Sentence D is the next in sequence as it talks about the way companies are making 

buying as painless as possible, next follows sentence C which talk about the greater choices 

been given, after which sentence A concludes by stating the consumers reaction to these 

facilities.  

 

9. The answer is option (c) ecstasy: agony. The given pair of words is apogee: nadir, here the 

relationship between the two words is that both are antonyms, apogee means the highest point 

and nadir means the lowest point. Option (a) reprise: rejuvenate, here the relationship 

between these words is not similar to the above pair of words, as reprise is a repeated 

passage of music and rejuvenates means to make young again. Next option (b) vertex: 

remnant here too the relationship is not similar to the given words as vertex means the highest 

point and remnant means small remaining quantity so we can see that here too the 

relationship is not similar that of the above as here the words are disconnected to each other. 

Option (d) deleterious: dangerous here the relationship between the words is that they are 

synonyms of sorts as both mean harmful or involving danger. On the other hand option (c) 

ecstasy: agony are antonyms as ecstasy means an overwhelming feeling of joy or rapture and 

agony means extreme suffering or pain,  this option is the answer as the relationship is similar 

to that of the above given words. 

 

10. The answer is option (a) pithecanthropus: man. The given analogy is pterodactyl: birds here 

the relationship between the given words is that one specifies the characteristics of the other, 

as here pterodactyl means one with long slender head, neck, and tail, which are the features 

of a bird. Option (b) leonine: lion here the relationship is not similar to that of the above given 

words as leonine means anything pertaining to lions and does not define their characteristics, 

option (c) apotropaic: apes here too the relationship is not similar to that of the above given 

words as here apotropaic means having the ability to ward of evil or bad luck and apes are 

primates so here the words are disconnected. Lastly option (d) apollionian: god here too the 

relationship is not similar to that of the above given words as apollionian means of the god 

Apollo and here too does not define the characteristics.Option (a) pithecanthropus: man here 

the relationship is similar to that of the above given analogy as pithecanthropus means having 

the characteristics of man, therefore this option can be taken as the answer. 

 

11. The answer option is (a) apostle: religion. The given analogy is apparatchik: ideology here 

apparatchik is a member of a communist apparat or theory, and ideology is the system of 

ideas at the basis of an economic theory, here the relationship between the two is that one is a 

member or a part of the other. In option (b) necromantic: nectar here the relationship is totally 

dissimilar to that of the above given words as necromantic means prediction of the future by 

supposed communication with the dead and nectar is a sugary substance produced by plants 

to attract pollinating insects so here the words are totally disconnected and this can be ruled 

out as the answer. Option (c) sorcerer: spell is also not similar in relationship as a sorcerer is 

one who performs magic or black magic, and a spell is words used as a magic charm, here the 

relationship is that one is what the other does, similarly option (d) apparatus: machine here 

apparatus is equipment needed for a particular purpose and machine is an apparatus, so both 

are more or less synonyms. Option (a) apostle: religion is the answer as here an apostle is 

one who preaches religion and so here again one is the part of the other. 

 

12. The answer is option (b) capsule: tonic. The given analogy is electuary : unguent, where the 

relationship between the words is that electuary is medicinal powder and unguent is a 

substance used as ointment for lubrication. Option (a) hammer: chisel is not similar as a 

hammer is used to break or drive nails and a chisel is used to shape wood. Option (c) hail: 

rain, here the relationship is that hail is pellets of frozen rain, option (d) man: woman, here too 

the relationship is not similar to that of the above given one. Option (b) capsule: tonic is similar 

in relationship, as here too both are medicines. 
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13. The answer option is (d) wax: wane. The given analogy is kurtosis: trough, here the 

relationship is that kurtosis is the sharpness or peak of a frequency distribution curve, trough 

is a hollow between to wave crests so here the relationship is that one is an increase and one 

is a decrease, though alternately as both are part of graphs. Option (a) replicate: duplicate 

here both mean the same thing as both means to reproduce or copy. Option (b) high: peak 

here both mean the same thing and option (c) syllogism: aphorism here the relationship is that 

both are syllogism is a form of reasoning in which a conclusion is given or assumed from two 

different propositions, and an aphorism a short pithy maxim. Lastly option (d) wax: wane here 

the relationship is similar to that of the above given analogy as wax is to increase and wane is 

to decrease, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

14. The answer option is (a) .From the given sentences we can see that the topic being discussed 

is the misgivings and apprehensions in companies despite the management's openness in 

dealing with change. In the options given (a) is the most correct option as it states that the 

apprehensions that arise need to be addressed as part of a strategic communications plan, so 

we can see that it follows in continuity to the point raised in the first statement. Options (b), (c) 

and (d) when read do not fit as correctly into the context of the given sentence. 

 

15. The answer option is (b).From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed is the 

unwritten rules that every company has and the relevance they have in the employees work 

appraisals. Option (b) is the correct answer as it continues with the thought expressed in the 

opening sentence about the unwritten rules, here the relevance of the unwritten rules are 

discussed, and this option also precedes the concluding sentence as it states that it is for the 

employees to piece the rules together. Option (a) which states that the employees are the 

ones who perpetuate these rules if it were so then the concluding sentence which says that 

the employees have to find them out by trial and error is contradictory to this statement so this 

option can be ruled out as the answer, option (c) which states that the employers expect the 

employees to adhere to the spelled out rules, cannot be considered as the answer option as 

we are told that the rules are unwritten and have to be deciphered. Option (d) can also be 

ruled out as the correct answer option as it states that the power of the rules should never be 

underestimated, and does not fit into the given sentence with continuity. 

 

16. The answer is option (c) .The given sentences mention the Videocon Group's chairman S K 

Shelgikar, here we are told that he took a decision and fulfilled it two decades later, the 

decision was to fulfil his moral obligations to society, so he now operates on a purely advisory 

capacity. Option (a) here the sentence states that the time span is a lot, this has no particular 

relevance in the sentences so can be ruled out. Option (b) and (d) also when read do not 

make any sense in the context of the given sentence and be ruled out as the correct answer 

options. On the other hand option (c), which states that he has kept his word, fits with 

continuity in the context of the given sentences and is therefore the correct answer. 

 

17. The answer is option (c) .From the given sentences we can see that the criticism of 

management gurus and their theories is being discussed. Sentences (a) and (d) can be ruled 

out as the correct answer options as both talk about philosophies which are not mentioned in 

the first opening sentence and only later, so both do not keep the continuity of the sentence. 

Sentence (b) can also be ruled out because the phrase " the pot calling the kettle black" is 

only used when we refer to someone finding fault in another for the very same fault which he 

or she has, here this option can be ruled out as it does not fit into the context of the given 

sentence. Sentence (d), which states that there are a lot of beliefs in the theories can also be 

ruled out as the correct answer as in the opening sentence the criticism of these theories is 

what is being discussed by the author. Lastly sentence (c) which states that the criticism of 

these management gurus is causing a lot of resentment against them when all they are 

actually trying to do is better the corporate world today. Therefore this option fits most 

correctly and coherently into the context of the given sentences and can be taken as the 

answer. 
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18. The answer is option (d) .From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed is a 

certain author's book and the character's in her book. Sentence (a), which mentions that 

Sigmund Freud later tried the same thing, is totally out of context with the continuity of the 

given sentences. Sentence (b), which states that the author was realist as well as a psychotic 

case, is again out of context because the word "psychological realism" does not mean that at 

all. Similarly sentence (c), which talks about the Oversoul by Nietzche, is also not relevant in 

the context of the given sentence and can be ruled out as the correct answer. Sentence (d) is 

the correct answer as it explains the meaning of the word "psychological realism", and so fits 

in continuity with the sentence. 

 

19. The answer is option is (d) CADB. Sentence 1 opens by stating that clever advertising was not 

enough to sell a product as consumers became more discerning and so advertising became a 

struggle for existence. Sentence C is the next statement in continuity as it states that "the 

survivors…" here survivors follows after sentence 1 mentions "struggle for existence…" and so 

is coherent in its continuity. Next sentence A follows as in the previous sentence improving of 

quality was mentioned and in this sentence we are told that organisations began to pay more 

attention to the marketing department. Sentence D then follows in sequence as it states that 

as the commodity selling approach gave way to strategic finesse marketing managers became 

very important. Lastly sentence B is also in sequence as it talks about what the marketing 

managers used to identify their real consumers, which were market researchers. Sentence 6 

then concludes that from there the fledgling market research industry took off. Therefore we 

can see that this sequence forms the most logical sequence and can therefore be taken as the 

answer. Options (a) ADBC, (b) DABC and (c) DACB can all be ruled out as the correct 

answers as none begin with the correct opening sentence C. 

 

20. The answer is option (a) DBAC. Sentence 1 begins by stating that though someone from an 

unrelated area is not likely to head a market driven organisation and it cannot be seen as a 

ticket to the CEO's seat. Sentence D then states that most organisations require CEO's to be 

well exposed to all functions to give them perspective. Next sentence B continues by stating 

that that is why Hindustan Lever, which boasts of some of India's top brands, has never been 

headed by a marketing man. Sentence A then continues by stating that as markets mature, 

marketing will continue to be the golden key to most services and products, lastly sentence C 

states that it just might end the era of water tight management function, then sentence 6 

concludes by stating that it may also herald a future which belongs to people who are 

innovative and who want change. Therefore we can see that this option makes the most 

logical sequence in comparison to options (b), (c) and (d) and so can be taken as the answer. 

 

21. The answer is option (a) DBAC. Sentence 1, opens by saying that when the primitive savage 

began to develop number names, the process was tedious. Sentence D follows sentence 1 by 

saying that the primitive savage had to do with other alternatives as the number system was 

still thousands of years away. Next sentence B continues as it states that his needs were 

simple and his life only demanded the mathematics of how many enemies he had or how many 

family members he had. Sentence A then continues by stating that even after the hunter had 

given considerable place to the shepherd once again mathematics was not such an important 

part in his world, lastly sentence C then follows by stating that the herdsman could just about 

recognise that one of his sheep was missing without being able to count his flock and that 

even his dog could do. The last sentence 6 concludes by saying that after the advent of man 

simple numbers like two or three were still the only numbers required. Options (b) , (c) and (d) 

when read in their respective sequences do not form as continual a sequence so cannot be 

taken as the correct answer. 

 

22. The answer option is (d) BDCA. From sentence 1, which states that, we have no definite 

knowledge about where mathematics first developed. Here we can see that sentence B, which 

continues after 1 is in sequence as it then speculates that Mesopotamia and Egypt could both 

take claims as to where mathematics originated. Option D further continues by saying that 

though China has claims to being the country where mathematics originated these claims are 

doubtful, next sentence C then follows by stating that the uncertainty will continue to exist until 

native scholars develop a criticism of the texts. Lastly sentence A then says that the historical 

period begins with the martial prince in eleven twenty- two BC Sentence 6 then concludes by 
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saying that we should be careful while recognising the validity of claims before believing them. 

Options (a), (b) and (c) when read in their respective sequences do not form as logical a 

sequence as option (d) which then makes it the answer. 

 

23. The answer is option (d) CDBA. Sentence 1 opens by stating that the word ' polyhedron' is not 

found in Greece. Sentence C then continues by saying that the chief interest of Greeks related 

to five regular polyhedrons, next sentence D then follows by stating that they seem to have 

known that all five polyhedrons can be inscribed in a sphere. Sentence B then says that it 

seems probable that Pythogoras brought some figures from Egypt but some of the figures 

came from his own school. Lastly sentence A then says that Pythogoras assigned the shapes 

to various elements such as water, air, earth, and lastly to the universe. There fore we can see 

that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most logical one whereas 

options(a), (b), and (c) when read in their sequences do not form the most coherent 

sequences and cannot be considered as the answers. 

 

24. The answer is option (a) DACB. Sentence 1 begins by stating that the late Greeks knew how 

to find the volume or frustum of a cone. Sentence D then continues by stating that Heron (who 

was mentioned in the earlier sentence) used an approximation method, which was probably of 

taking the product of the altitude and the area of the circle midway between the bases. 

Sentence A, which then follows by stating that, an interesting example of the use of this 

approximation method and then sentence C which follows by talking about the problems found 

on the papyrus, lastly sentence B then speaks about the first of these problems and the 

measurements found in these problems. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most 

correct sequence whereas options (b) (c) and (d) when read in their respective sequences do 

not form coherent sequences and can therefore not be considered as the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (c) CADB. Sentence 1 talks about the Greeks being more interested in 

the logic of geometry and did not develop the science of solid geometry. Sentence C then 

follows by stating that even the technical terms were not as standardised as those of plane 

geometry, next sentence A then follows by stating that of the types of prism the right 

parallelepiped is the most important. Then sentence D continues by stating that the meaning 

of the word parallelepiped, lastly sentence B then talks about the use of the word and says 

that it is not found before the time of Euclid. Options (a), (b) and (d) none when read in their 

respective sequences are as logical as this option and cannot be taken as the answer. 

 

26. The answer option is (d).The given sentence talks about Sherlock Holmes skills and says that 

he could be considered as someone more than a detective. Option (a) cannot be considered 

as the correct option as ' purview ' means the scope or a range of a document or scheme. 

Option (b) states that his skills were examples of those of a detective, this contradicts the first 

half of the sentence. Option (c) states that his skills were limited in scope and function and this 

again contradicts what is said about him in the first half of the sentence. On the other hand 

sentence (d) states that his kills could have been made to exceptional use in the Public 

Distribution System, this option makes sense in the context of the given sentence and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

27. The answer is option (c). The given sentence tells us that a syllogism consists of a collection 

of premises and a conclusion, option (a) can be ruled out as the correct answer option as it 

states that the conclusion precedes the premises which is not true it follows the premises. 

Option (b), which states that the conclusion should not be syllogistic in nature can also, be 

ruled out as we are discussing the meaning of a syllogism. Lastly option (d) which states that a 

conclusion needs two premises to fulfil it is also not correct as we are told that a syllogism is a 

collection of premises and the amount is not specified.  

 

28. The answer option is (c) .The given sentence expresses regret-I am forced" at the passing of 

the young Abrams. Option (a) states that in the examinations the individual has passed, here 

we can see that the words "I am forced" are used, passing an exam is a good thing and not 

something that one is forced to announce or state, so we can see that this option does not 

make sense in the context of the given statement. Option (b) which states that "it is with great 

pleasure" is also not an option as if something gives pleasure announcements and 
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proclamations are made rather then being forced to say something, also here passing denotes 

death and not clearing an examination. Option (d), which states that "I have to say", can be 

ruled out as well as no regret or emotion is expressed in this phrase. On the other hand option 

(c) which states that "it is with great regret" is the correct answer as death is something that 

one speaks about with regret, therefore this option is correct. 

 

29. The answer option is (b) .The given sentence talks about the policy of the present bare-all-

dare-all crop of models seem to follow. Option (a) "live for the moment" means just concerned 

about the present time with no thought of the future at all, therefore this option does not fit very 

correctly into the context of the given sentences. Option (c) "money is power " can also be 

ruled out as the correct answer option as it implies that the attitude of the models is that they 

can get away with anything because they have money. Option (d) can also be ruled out, as it 

does not make sense in the context of the given sentence. On the other hand option (b) " if 

you've got it flaunt it" fits most correctly in the context of the given sentence and means that 

the models attire is very revealing as they are aware of their figures and the appeal that it has. 

Therefore this option is the correct answer. 

 

30. The answer is option (b) circumspect. From the given sentence we can understand that a 

certain individual is quite voluble or open about his comments on women except when it 

comes to his own girlfriend. Option (a) circumventing, can be ruled out as it means to 

overcome and makes no sense in the context of the given sentence. Option (c) circumcised, is 

a religious rite so can also be ruled out and option (d) circumlocutory, means evasive or wordy 

in speech or writing and can also be ruled out as the correct answer. On the other hand option 

(b) circumspect which means prudent, careful, is the word that fits most coherently into the 

context of the given sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (c).The answer is option (c) "I was fortunate to have a brilliant team who 

stood by me at all times". Here the sentence has correct tenses as here the sentence is in the 

past tense-"was" and " stood " is also in the same tense, option (a) is incorrect as the tenses 

in the sentences are incorrect, -the given sentence states that "i am fortunate…" and in the 

latter half of the sentence the tense has changed to "were standing" which is now the 

continuous tense and so in incorrect. Sentence (b) can also be ruled out as the correct answer 

as again the use of "standing…" is incorrect, sentence (d) this option too can be ruled out as 

the use of the words "all the time" is incorrect. 

 

32. The answer is option (a) .The correct answer is option (a) as not only is it grammatically 

correct and concise it also has the relevant punctuation. Option (b) this option is incorrect as 

in the latter half of the sentence the use of the word "all" is wrong and should be replaced by 

"each" since we are discussing each one of them, or "is" should be replaced by "are" since we 

are discussing all of the as a whole. Option (c) is incorrect as the punctuation is missing from 

the sentence. 

 

33. The answer is option (a). Option (a) is the correct answer as it is grammatically correct and 

concise. Option (b) can be ruled out as the correct answer as "is" is incorrect also here we are 

talking about not only one film but films in general so "film" should be made "films", similarly in 

option (c) the use of the word "live" is incorrect and should be changed to "life". In option (d) 

the use of the word" livelihood" is incorrect as livelihood means a career for a living and 

therefore makes no sense in the context of the given sentence. 

 

34. The answer is option (d). Option (d) is the most correct and concise. Sentence (a) can be 

ruled out as "most deadly" that is used in this sentence can be better replaced by "deadliest" 

which is used in sentence (d) making that the better option. Sentence  (b) can also be ruled 

out as here "most deadliest" are used together which should not be so either one should be 

used to describe the word poison. Sentence (c) is incorrect as it uses the word "doubtable" 

instead of "redoubtable", the word "doubtable" means uncertain whereas "redoubtable" means 

formidable and fits into the context of the given sentence. 
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35. The answer is option is (a). Option (a) is the most correct and coherent option and is therefore 

the answer. Option (b) cannot be considered as a correct option as in the given sentence " 

may be as important as, if not more…" here the use of the word "as" is unnecessary also the 

word "if" has been used, both cannot be used together. Option (c) here again the word "as" 

has been used twice and is incorrect. Lastly sentence (d) can be ruled out as the connotation 

if the entire sentence is incorrect as "passing away" refers to death and alters the entire 

meaning of the sentence. 

 

36. The answer option is (a) success, achieve. In the context of the given sentence we can see 

that option (b) "women, get" is incorrect, the sentence is talking about the Indian cricket team 

and the two word given here as options do not make sense in the context of the given 

sentence, also the second half of the sentence uses the word "it" women cannot be referred to 

as "it" which is generally used for inanimate objects. Option (c)" disaster, overcome" here too 

the options do not fit correctly in the context of the given sentence as in the given sentence 

the words "foresight, application and imaginative planning" have been used one does not 

need imaginative planning to overcome disaster. Option (d) "greatness, win" here the options 

are not as correct as option (a).Option (a) "success, achieve" are the words that fit correctly 

into the context of the given sentence as to achieve success the three words used "foresight, 

imaginative planning and application " are needed, therefore this is the correct answer. 

 

37. The answer is option (d) "filters, strata". Option (a) "fritters, breed" cannot be considered as 

the correct answer options as the word fritter means to waste time or energy and does not fit 

correctly into the context of the given sentence. Option (b) " comes, wave" here both words are 

not as correct as option (d) Option (c) "percolates, danger", here the word danger does not fit 

correctly into the context of the given sentence and so this option can be ruled out. Option (d) 

"filters, strata" here both words fit coherently into the context of the given sentence as filters 

means make way gradually and strata means a section of society so we can see that the 

words fit into the context of the given sentence. 

 

38. The answer is option is (b) " policies, current". Option (a) "murders, new" cannot be 

considered as the answer option as both words do not fit into the context of the given 

sentence, the word murders cannot be followed but committed. Option (c) "atrocities, policy" 

here the first word atrocities can fit into the given sentence but the second word policy does 

not so this option too can be ruled out. Option (d) "autocracy, famous" here too the words 

cannot be taken as the correct answer option as both words do not fit correctly into the context 

of the given sentence. Option (b) " policies, current" can on the other hand be taken as the 

correct answer options as both words fit into the context of the given sentence. 

 

39. The answer option is (c) " adage, Scot". Option (a) "usefulness, damn" here can be ruled out 

as the correct answer options as both words do not fit correctly into the context of the given 

sentence. Next option (b) "policy, absolutely" here too the words can be ruled out as ' as you 

so, shall you reap' is not a policy and so this cannot be considered as an option. Option (d) 

"saying, set" here the second word does not fit into the context of the given sentence and so 

can be ruled out. Option (c) "adage, scot" is the correct answer option as ' as you so, shall you 

reap' is an adage, an adage is a proverb, so this word fits correctly into the context of the 

given sentence, the second word scot also fits into the given blank in the sentence as scot 

means to be let off something. 

 

40. The  answer is option (c) "hypothesis, contrary". Option (a) "theory, inimical" here the word 

inimical means hostile and does not fit correctly into the given blank. Option (b) "grand, 

detrimental " here the word grand does not fit correctly into the given blank, option (d) "or not, 

antithetical" here the first word do not fit into the context of the given sentence. Option 

(c)"hypothesis, contrary", here hypothesis which means a supposition and contrary means 

opposed in nature here both words fit coherently into the context of the given sentence and 

can be understood as the answer. 
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41. The answer is option (a) "in". In sentence 1 the word "in" fits in the context of the sentence 

more then the words "for", "on", and "to", similarly in sentence 2 again the word "in" is the most 

grammatically correct the other options. And in sentence 3 the word "in" once again fits the 

blank correctly, so this word can be understood as the correct answer as it fills the maximum 

number of blanks. 

 

 

42. The answer is option (c) "fair". In sentence 1, the word fair fits most correctly into the context 

of the given sentence as compared to options (a) good, (b) major and (c) just. In sentence 2, 

again the word fair makes the most sense in the context of the given sentence compared to 

the other options, similarly in sentence 4 again the word fair is the best alternative in the given 

blank. So we can see that option fits the maximum number of blanks and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

43. The answer option is (d) "honour". In sentence 1, the word gain fits the given blank, in 

sentence 2 the word, dictate fits coherently into the given blank. Whereas in sentence 3. The 

word honour, which means glory or high respect, fits the given blank and also in sentence 4, 

the word honour again fits the blank more appropriately then the other words. So we can see 

that this option fits the maximum number of blanks and can therefore be taken as the answer. 

  

44. The answer is option is (a) elude. The word  elude which means escape, fits coherently into 

sentence 1, in sentence 3 again this option fits correctly. Sentence 2 is not filled by any word 

and sentence 4 is filled by the word delude, therefore we can see that option (a) elude is the 

correct answer as if fills the maximum number of blanks. 

 

45. The answer option is (c) heart. Sentence 1, is filled by option (c) heart, sentence 3 similarly is 

also completed correctly by the word heart. Sentence 2, the word task option (a) fits most 

correctly into the given blank and in sentence 4, option (d) brain is the most correct option. 

Therefore we can see that option (c) heart is the most correct option as it fills the maximum 

number of blanks. 

 

46. The error is in option (c).In option (c) it is implied that the leader wanted to knock the music 

desk of the podium…which makes no sense in the context of the given sentence. 

 

47. The error is in option (b) .In option (b) the word water is repeated for the second time- refer 

option (a), here we could say "it has a…", the word it can be used. 

 

48. The error is in option (d).In option (d) the word used can be inextricable, both inextricably and 

tied do not need to be used as inextricable in itself means not able to solve. 

 

49. The answer option is (b).In option (b) parallels can be replaced by is parallel. 

 

50. The error is in option (b).In the given sentence refer option (a) it is first mentioned that Sancho 

ran , in option (b) it is mentioned as fast as he could walk, here both words are contradicting. 
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Exercise 2(A) 
 

1. The answer is option (b) "chronicle" The given word is "annals" which means a chronological 

record of the events of successive years or any descriptive account or record. Option (a) 

years, (c) impediments which means hindrance or obstruction and option (d) roots, none of the 

above means the same as the above given word. Whereas option (b) chronicle which means a 

record of events, is similar in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (c) moving The given word is "poignant" which means touching, 

appealing to the emotions or moving. Option (a) miserable means unhappy, option (b) haughty 

means proud and option (d) angry, none of the above mean the same as the above given 

word. Whereas option (c) moving which means appealing to the emotion is similar in nature to 

the given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

3. The answer option is (d) marvellous The given word is prodigious which means extraordinary 

or marvellous. Option (a) intelligent means mentally acute, option (b) abysmal, means any 

great depth or void and option (c) accurate, which means correct are not similar in meaning to 

the above given word. Whereas option (d) marvellous which means amazing or causing 

wonder is similar in meaning to the given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

4. The answer option is (b) idiosyncrasy. The given word is foible, which means a weakness or 

failing in character or an idiosyncrasy. Option (a) tale means a story, option (c) incapability 

means lacking in ability or power and option (d) illusion means an unreal belief or an unreal 

perception of reality, none of these is same in meaning to the above given word. Option (b) 

idiosyncrasy which means a peculiarity or behavioural weakness in character, is similar in 

meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

5. The answer is option (c) carnage. The given word is massacre, which means a savage and 

discriminate killing of large numbers of people. Option (a) burial ground, means a place where 

the dead are laid to rest or buried, option (b) efficiency means having a direct effect, acting or 

producing effectively with a minimum of waste or expense and option (d) refusal means to 

reject an option, so here we can see that none of the above means the same as the above 

given word. Whereas option (c) carnage means massive slaughter or killing and is similar in 

meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

6. The answer is option (b) intellectual. The given word is carnal, which means worldly or 

earthy.Option (a) fat, (c) remorseful which means regret and option (d) recurring means 

repeatedly, therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite in meaning to the above 

given word. Whereas option (b) intellectual, which means pertaining to the intellect or the 

mind, is opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

7. The answer is option (a) continue. The given word is desist which means to cease or stop from 

doing something. Option (b) develop means to enlarge or expand, option (c) condense means 

to reduce or compress volume and option (d) determine, means to make sure, therefore we 

can see that none of the above is opposite in meaning to the above given word. Whereas 

option (a) continue which means to persist, is opposite in meaning to the above given word 

and is therefore the answer. 

 

8. The answer is option (c) luxuriant. The given word is scanty, which means inadequate, 

insufficient. Option (a) straying means to deviate, option (b) evil and option (d) cruel which 

means lacking kindness, are not opposite in meaning to the above given word. Whereas 

option (c) luxuriant, which means abundant, elaborate is most opposite in meaning to the 

given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

9. The answer is option (a) intensify. The given word is mitigate, which means to lessen, or 

moderate a quality or condition. Option (b) reward, option (c) repudiate, which means to reject 

and option (d) shine are not opposite in meaning to the above given word. Whereas option (a) 

intensify, which means to increase is opposite in meaning to the above given word and is 

therefore the answer. 
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10. The answer is option (a) ancestor. The given word is scion, which means heir or descendant. 

Option (b) scholar, means one who is learned, option (c) simpleton, means one who is simple 

and option (d) laggard, means one who is slow or falls behind, so we can see that none of 

these options is opposite in meaning to the above given word. Whereas option (a) ancestor, 

which means a person from whom one is descended, is opposite in meaning to the above 

given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

11. The answer option is (a) sinecure. The given phrase is "an office with pay but little 

responsibility" Option (b) presidency, means the term of a president, option (c) factotum, 

means an assistant who serves in a wide range of capacities and option (d) plutocracy, means 

a wealthy class, therefore we can see that none of the words have the same meaning as the 

above given phrase. Option (a) sinecure, which means an office position, paid for but which 

requires little or no work is most similar in meaning to the above given phrase and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

12. The answer is option (c) flotilla. The given phrase is "a group of small ships" .Option (a) 

archipelago, means a group of islands, option (b) fleet, means an entire navy of a state and 

option (d) tugs, is a small boat/towboat designed for towing other vessels, therefore we can 

see that none of the words have the same meaning as the above given phrase. Whereas, 

option (c) flotilla, means a small fleet of ships and is closest in meaning to the above given 

phrase, and is therefore the answer. 

 

13. The answer is option (d) gadfly. The given phrase is "a person in the habit of pointing out 

other's faults". Option (a) interloper, means to interfere, option (b) officious, means offering 

advice to others and option (c) gossamer, means a silken thread, therefore none of the words 

mean the same as the above given phrase. Whereas option (d) gadfly, which means a person 

persistently critical of others is the closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

14. The answer option is (d) graphology. The given phrase is "the study of handwriting as a guide 

to character" Option (a) forensic, means the study or practise of debate, option (b) graffiti, 

means any writing so as to be seen by public on a wall and option (c) hieroglyphics is a 

system of writing used in ancient Egypt, therefore none of the words mean the same as the 

given phrase. Whereas option (d) graphology, which means the study of handwriting is closest 

in meaning to the above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 

 

15. The answer is option (b) harangue. The given phrase is "a long boring speech". Option (a) 

horology, means the science of measuring time, option (c) valediction means a farewell and 

option (d) filibuster means the making of prolonged speeches, therefore we can see that none 

of the words means the same as the above given phrase. Whereas option (b) harangue, 

means a long pompous speech and is the answer since it is closest in meaning to the above 

given phrase. 

 

16. The answer is option (d) serendipity .The given phrase is "accidental solving of a crime Option 

(a) investigation means the solving of a crime, option (b) detection means to discover or find 

out and option (c) sixth sense means intuition or inner perception, therefore we can see that 

none of the words means the same as the above given phrase. Whereas option (d) 

serendipity, which means making fortunate discoveries by accident is closest in meaning to 

the above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 

 

17. The answer is option (d) platitude. The given phrase is "a common place and unoriginal 

statement". Option (a) witticism, means one noted for skilled humour, option (b) preamble 

means an introduction to a formal document and option (c) prevarication means to evade from 

the truth, therefore none of the words means the same as the above given phrase. Whereas 

option (d) platitude means unoriginal remark or statement and is similar in meaning to the 

above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 
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18. The answer is option (c) espirit de corps The given phrase is "mutual loyalty among group 

member" Option (a) etiquette, means manners or societal norms, option (b) homogeneity, 

means like in nature and option (d) rendezvous, means a secret meeting, therefore none of 

the words means the same as the above given phrase. Whereas option (c) espirit de corps, 

means enthusiasm and a spirit of devotion among members of a group and is similar in 

meaning to the above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 

 

19. The answer is option (d) limerick The given phrase is "poetry that is silly" Option (a) observe, 

option (b) doggerel, means a verse of loose trivial nature and option (c) dirge means a funeral 

hymn or lament, therefore we can see that none of the above is similar in meaning to the 

above given phrase. Whereas option (d) limerick, which means a light, nonsensical or 

humorous verse is the closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

20. The answer is option  (d) epitaph The given phrase is " inscription on a grave" Option (a) 

epigram means a short poem expressing a single thought or observation, option (b) oration 

means a formal speech and option (c) obituary means a notice of death, therefore none of the 

words is similar in meaning to the above given phrase. Whereas option (d) epitaph, which 

means inscription on a tombstone is closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

21. The answer is option (d) discourage: thwart The given pair of words is liking, addiction, here 

the relationship between the two words is that of lower and higher intensity, as liking means 

regard or fondness and addiction means unable to do without a thing or give it up. Option (a) 

dislike, impulse are not similar in relationship to the above given words as dislike means ‗have 

an aversion towards‘ and impulse means impelling, so here the two words are unrelated or 

dissimilar. Option (b) ugly, pretty, are antonyms and option (c) laws, rule are synonyms as 

both mean a prevailing custom or standard in a community, therefore we can see that none of 

the above have the same relationship as the given pair of words.Option (d) discourage: thwart, 

here discourage means to dissuade and thwart is a step further and means foil or frustrate, the 

relationship between the two words is the same as the above given words.  

 

22. The answer is option (c) joke: humour The given pair of words is anecdote: story, here the 

relationship between the two words is that both are synonyms, as both mean a narration of an 

incident or entertaining tale. Option (a) biography: novel, are not similar in relationship as the 

above pair of words as a biography is a written account of a person‘s life usually by another 

and a novel is a fictitious story, so here we see that both words are not synonyms. Option (b) 

ballad: poem, here too the relationship is not similar to that of the above given words as a 

ballad is a song and a poem is a rhyming verse. Option (d) editorial: column is also not the 

same in relationship to the given words as an editorial means an article expressing the 

opinions of editors and a column is a section of a magazine or newspaper devoted to a 

particular subject, so we can see that none of the above have the same relationship as the 

given pair of words. Option (c) joke: humour, are similar in relationship to the above given 

words as both mean expression of humour in literature or speech, so the words are synonyms 

and are similar in relationship to the above given words. 

 

23.   The answer is option (a) crucifix: church. The given pair of words is deity: temple, here the 

relationship is that one is a religious figurine, and the other is the place where the figurine is 

found. Option (b) sculpture: museum, here the relationship is not similar to the above give 

words as a sculpture is the art of making forms, often representational, in wood, stone and 

clay and a museum is a building used for displaying objects of scientific, historic or cultural 

interest, so here the relationship is not the same as that of the above. Option (c) typewriter: 

office here too the relationship is not similar to that of the above and option (d) equipment: 

factory, here too the relationship is not similar to that of the above as the relationships of all 

the above are that all are articles and the others the places where the articles are found, but 

none are religious artefacts. Whereas option (a) crucifix: church is similar in relationship to the 

above given words as here too a crucifix is a religious symbol or figurine and the religious 

place where it is found is the church. 
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24. The answer is option (b) woollen: cold. The given pair of words is shield: dagger, here the 

relationship is that one is a protection from the other, a shield is a piece of armour to protect 

from blows to the body, and a dagger is a short stabbing weapon. Option (a) castle: moat, 

here the relationship is not similar as a moat is an entrance to a castle, option (c) helmet: 

scooter, here too the relationship is not similar to that of the above as a helmet is a protective 

head covering worn by officers, motorists etc. Option (d) shoe: foot are also not similar to the 

above given words. On the other hand option (b) woollen: cold where woollen is a protection 

from the cold is similar in relationship to the above given analogy and is therefore the answer. 

 

25. The answer option is (a) vertex: summit. The given pair of words is wraith: ghost, here the 

relationship between the two is that both are synonyms, as both words mean apparition. 

Option (b) surmise: combination, here the relationship is not similar to that of the above as 

surmise means a suspicion and combination means a process of being combined so here we 

see that both words are unrelated. Option (c) sloth: slogan, here too the words are unrelated 

as sloth means laziness and slogan means a catchy phrase used in advertising, option (d) 

retinue: excuse here the relationship is also of dissimilar words as retinue means a body of 

attendants accompanying a person and excuse does not mean the same thing. On the other 

hand option (a) vertex: summit, here both words mean the same thing as both mean the 

highest point of a mountain. 

 

26. The answer is option (b) tiger: barn. The given pair of words is monk: monastery, here the 

relationship between the words is that one is the place where the other is found. Option (a), 

(c), and (d) are all , similar in relationship whereas option (b) tiger: barn is dissimilar as a tiger 

is not found in a barn. 

 

27. The answer is option (a) finger: ring. The given pair of words is tie: neck, here the relationship 

is that one is the adornment specifically worn around the other, option ( b), (c) and (d) are all 

similar in relationship whereas option (a) finger: ring is dissimilar as a ring can be worn on the 

toe, nose etc and not particularly on the finger. 

 

28. The answer is option (c) parsimony: frugality. The given words are mammoth: infinitesimal, 

here the relationship between the two is that both are antonyms. Option (a) the words are 

synonyms, (b) unrelated words and (d) words are again synonyms whereas option (c) 

parsimony: frugality are both antonyms. 

 

29. The answer is option (c) aeronautics: satellites. The given pair of words is ballistics: 

projectiles, here the relationship between the words is that one is the study of the other as 

here ballistics is the study of projectiles. Options (a) (b) and (d) all have the same relationship 

whereas option  (c) aeronautics: satellites is dissimilar in relationship as aeronautics is not the 

study of satellites but of aircrafts. 

 

30. The answer is option (d) speech: oration. The given words are dance, choreography where the 

relationship between the two is that one is the art of creating the other. Option (a) , (b), and (c) 

are all similar in nature ,whereas option (d) speech: oration is dissimilar as both are synonyms 

of sorts. 

 

31. The answer is option (a) up. ―Came up‖  is the correct usage, therefore (a) is the  answer.  

 

32.     The answer is option (d) the most interesting of. The other options do not fit into the context of  

the given sentence. 

 

33. The answer is option (b). The correct answer is option (b) as it is grammatically correct. 

Options (a) and (c) are questions by themselves and cannot be used to fill in the blank. In 

option  (d)  "as to" is not required. Option(c) is the most apt and is the correct option. 

 

34. The answer is option (d) since. Option (d) since is the correct option as 'since' is used to 

denote time or reason, options (a), (b) and(c) are all grammatically incorrect and do not fit into 

the context of the given sentence. 
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35. The answer is option (c) a…. of which. From the given options (c) fits the given blanks 

correctly. "Three thousand a month" means "three thousand per month" and "of which " means 

'of the three thousand  he earned". The other options do not fit into the sentence correctly. 

 

36. The  words here can be changed to "  sulk, brood, pout, grizzle, chuckle". The options can be 

changed to :-  (a) chuckle  (b) pout  (c) grizzle  (d)  sulk.  Options (b), (c) and (d) are all 

synonyms and they mean "brood" whereas option (a) chuckle is "to laugh softly" and is 

therefore different from the other words. 

 

37. The answer is option (d) iguana. Options (a), (b) and (c) are all names of fish whereas iguana 

is the name of a lizard and so is the odd word out. 

 

38. The answer is option (d) erase. Options (a), (b) and (c) are all the act of cutting thin slices from 

wood, whereas option (d) erase means to remove totally, so this word is the odd word out. 

 

39. The answer is option (b) alleviate. The options (a), (c) and (d) are related to increment or 

growth whereas 'alleviate‘ means to lessen and is the odd word out. 

 

40. The answer is option (c) rush. Options (a), (b) and (d) are all expressions of 'moving away by 

hard or rough pushing physically'  whereas option (c) rush means 'to act with sudden or great 

speed', therefore this is the odd word out. 

 

41. The answer is option (c) 5,3,1,2,4. Sentence 5 opens by stating that the earth is constantly 

moving, sentence 3 then continues by stating that the surface of the earth is like ancient 

pottery, next sentence 1 continues by naming the pieces that the earth is broken up into as 

plates and then sentence 2 states that earthquakes occur at the boundaries of these plates, 

lastly sentence 4 concludes by stating that the movement of the plates is not uniform. 

Therefore we can see that this option when read in its sequence forms the most coherent 

narrative sequence as compared to options (a), (b) and (d). 

 

42. The answer is option (b) 2,4,1,3,5. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is science and its advancements. Sentence 2, is the correct opening sentence as it 

states that to stop science would create more problems than solutions, sentence 4 continues 

by stating that aside from it effecting the military, it would be disastrous to freeze culture at its 

present high point, next sentence 1 continues by mentioning the technical civilisation is like a 

plane in flight, sentence 3 follows by saying that the plane cannot stop without falling,and 

sentence(5) concludes by saying that science should forever chase new frontiers. Therefore 

we can see that this sequence is the most coherent and is therefore the answer. 

 

43. The answer option is (c) 5,2,4,3,1. Sentence 5 is the correct opening sentence as it states that 

the earliest classification of birds depended on easily recognisable external characteristics, 

sentence 2 follows in continuity as it tells how birds were classified and grouped, then follows 

sentence 4 which states that this method has now given way to a more sound system. 

Sentence 3 follows as it states the way in which birds are classified today and sentence(1) 

concludes by stating that the new type of classification  phylogenetic classification .Therefore 

this  forms the most coherent sequence whereas options (c), (b) and (d) do not. 

 

44. The answer is option (d) 2,1,4,5,3. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is progress of arts in the sixteenth century, sentence 2 is the correct opening 

sentence as it begins by stating that the arts prospered in the sixteenth century due to the 

masters, next sentence 1, follows in continuity by stating a few of those artists who prospered 

during this time. Sentence 4 then follows in continuity by stating that the art came to be known 

as High Renaissance Style, next follows sentence 5 as it mentions the source of inspiration 

and then lastly sentence 3  states that the artists failed to reach the ideal of this time and style. 

Therefore we can see that this sequence is the most coherent one. 
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45. The answer option is (b) 4,3,1,5,2. The topic is the early experiments in chemistry. Sentence 4 

is the correct opening sentence as it states that early experiments in chemistry identified a 

group of substances exhibiting certain common properties, sentence 3 then follows by further 

stating that these substances when dissolved in water had certain reactions. Next sentence 1 

names these substances as acids, sentence 5 then goes on to mention that acids release 

hydrogen ions when dissolved in water. Sentence 2 then concludes by stating that there is 

another group of substances, which contrast acids. Therefore we can see that this option 

follows a coherent sequence. 

 

46. The answer option is (b) intermittently. Option (a) assiduously means ―with care and ―  

option (c) discontentedly means ―in a discontented manner‖ and option (d) disinterestedly 

means ―with lack of interest‖; therefore none of the above fit correctly into the context of the 

given sentence whereas option (b) intermittently which means ―occurring at intervals‖ fits 

correctly into the given blank and is the answer. 

 

47. The answer option is (d) specious. Option (a) convincing means believable, option (b) 

sophisticated means refined and option (c) coherent means consistent. None of the above fit 

correctly into the context of the given sentence.   Option (d) specious on the other hand which 

means misleading is the most apt and is therefore the answer. 

 

48. The answer option is (d) resourceful. Option (a) busy, option (b) pragmatic, which means 

realistic or practical and option (c) meaningful which means ―having a meaning or purpose‖ as 

they do not fit correctly into the given sentence, whereas option (d) resourceful which means 

―having inner resources‖ is the answer as it fits correctly into the given blank. 

 

49. The answer is option (d) titular. Option (a) meaningless means without meaning or purpose; 

option (b) stolid means lacking emotion and option (c) inarticulate means unable to express 

one's self clearly. Therefore option (d) titular which means being such in name only‖ the 

correct option and is therefore the answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (c) contrive. Option (b) prescribe, which means to advise, option (a) 

arrange, and option (d) conspire which means to secretly plan do not fit correctly into the 

context of the given sentence. Whereas option (c) contrive which means, ―to plan with skill‖ is 

the correct answer. 

 

51. Correct answer is (e). Information is the correct answer. The sentence speaks of the 

contrasting feature prevalent in our time.  Information abounds but they are ill -informed on 

what to do with it. 

  

52.  Correct answer is (b) Obdurate is the correct choice. It is a total refusal to listen to another‘s 

viewpoint.  

 

53.  Correct answer is (e). Clean is the correct choice.  Our statement speaks of  feeding them and 

giving them something to drink and so cleaning them would fit in here.  

 

54.  Correct answer is (a). Waiting will be our right choice. The preceding sentence speaks of 

machines becoming the masters of men. Hence, it implies that men serve them or are waiting 

on them.  

 

55.  Correct answer is (b) age is our correct choice. Here age refers to a particular phase of  life 

and is not used in the meaning of something countable.  Hence year will not fit. Community 

and house refers to a smaller section while the passage talks of humanity in general.  

 

56. Correct answer is (a). servants is our correct answer. The idea behind creating machines was 

that they take on the job that man is supposed to do. It is supposed to be at his beck and call 

and hence the usage of the word `servants‘ will be appropriate.  
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57. Correct answer is (d). Dependent is our correct answer.  Dependent means relying upon 

something.  The preposition on occurs after the blank and hence  helpless cannot be our 

answer as it should be followed by without. 

  

58. Correct answer is (d). Demanding will be our correct choice. A machine requires much time, 

effort or attention and hence usage of demanding is appropriate. .  

 

59. Correct answer is (b). Antithesis means a contrast. Having information and not knowing what 

to do with it is an antithesis. 

  

60. Answer option (c) skills, is our correct answer. The pronoun `them‘ indicates that the pronoun 

should be in the plural.  

 

Exercise 2B 
 

1. The error is in option (d); "I rejoice at it " is in the present tense whereas the given sentence is 

in the past tense. 

 

2. The error is in option (c) , a comma is missing  after "city". 

 

3. The error is in option (d) .In option (d) "were broken" should be replaced by "broke". 

 

4. The error is in option (d).In option (d) the word "from" is missing.["him from taking part"}. 

 

5. The error is in option (a).In the option "the reason for I…." is grammatically incorrect."I " 

should be replaced with "my".  

 

6. The error is in option (c), the punctuation of a comma after "the power" is missing 

 

7. The error is in option (b), the word "in" is not required. 

 

8. The error is in option (c), the word "on" should be replaced by "in" and also a comma is 

missing after the word spreads. 

 

9. The error is in option (b),  "to be believed" should be replaced by "to believe" as this agrees 

with the tense. 

 

10. The error is in option (c), a  comma is missing after  "party". 

 

11. The  correct sequence is (c) BADC. Sentence 1, which opens with the meaning of the 

quadrant is closely followed by sentence B which then continues by defining the forms of the 

quadrant. Next, sentence A follows by giving information about the earliest description and 

mentions Ptolemy as the person who invented it, then sentence D tells how Ptolemy used a 

stone cube to cut a quadrant and lastly sentence C states the way he conducted his 

experiment. Sentence 6 ends the passage by giving information about the size of Ptolemy's 

instrument. The other options do not form coherent passages. 

  

12. The correct sequence is option (a) DBAC. From the given sentences we see that sentence D 

correctly follows sentence 1 which states that the period of awakening was in the thirteenth 

century in China and Europe. Sentence D then continues by stating that it was the period of 

highest development of native mathematics in the east. Sentence B is the next continuing 

sentence as it further elaborates the advances in algebra, sentence A gives information about 

Ch'in Kiu-shao, the foremost Chinese scholar and sentence C describes Kiu-shao's work and 

correctly precedes sentence 6. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most correct logical sequence whereas the other options do 

not. 
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13. The correct sequence is (c) BCAD. Sentence B follows sentence 1 as it elaborates the 

management education nomenclature , next sentence C speaks about the curriculum used 

and methodology ; sentence A then states and elaborates the pedagogical tools used by 

different institutes, and lastly sentence D correctly precedes sentence 6 by stating the courses 

offered by the All India Management Institute at Delhi. Therefore we can see that this option 

when read in its respective sequence forms the most coherent passage. 

 

14. The correct sequence is option (d) CADB. From the given sentences we see that sentence C 

is the correct continuing sentence after sentence 1 which states that the emergence of 

executive assistants in the managerial hierarchy is a relatively recent phenomenon. Sentence 

C then continues by explaining what an executive assistant does and then sentence D goes 

on to state that corporate planning is one of the most important roles of an executive assistant, 

next sentence B gives the reason for the function of the executive assistant. Therefore we can 

see that this option when read in its sequence forms the most coherent passage. 

 

15. The correct sequence is option (b) DBAC. Sentence D follows sentence 1 as it states that 

these managers are always involved as sounding boards and passive listeners. Sentence B 

goes on to state that middle level managers are rarely involved in the other purposes of 

strategic management. Sentence A then continues by stating that this does not prelude the 

possibility of using their expertise. Lastly sentence C goes on to list the ways in which middle 

level managers can contribute. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent 

sequence.  

 

16. The correct sequence is option (b) BADC. Sentence B follows sentence 1 which states that 

many organisations take the help of external consultants in strategic management, sentence B 

continues the thought by further stating that these consultants can be individuals or 

companies specialising in strategic management. Next sentence A states that consultancy is a 

professional service performed by specially trained persons, next sentence D continues by 

mentioning one of the most important functions that management consultants perform and 

sentence C states the main advantage in hiring consultants. Sentence C is correctly followed 

by sentence 6. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence.  

 

17. The correct sequence is (a) DBAC. Sentence D follows sentence 1 as it speaks about the rest 

of the plastic. Sentence 1 talks about less than half the plastic production being recycled. 

Sentence B continues as it says that the word "recycling" is a misnomer. Sentence A follows 

next as it tells why "recycling" is a misnomer. Sentence C calls the process "linear recycling" 

and adds that this has its limits. This is correctly followed by sentence 6, which speaks about 

the waste. Therefore, this option forms the most coherent sequence. 

  

18. The correct sequence is option (a) CADB. The given sentences discuss how credit cards are 

fast becoming a commodity that everybody has. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence 

as it opens by stating that the snob values of credit cards are disappearing. Next, sentence A 

states how credit cards can be used in various ways. Next, sentence D states how credit cards 

can be used to make payments, lastly sentence B concludes by stating the flip side of credit 

cards. Therefore, this option forms the most coherent sequence whereas options (b), (c) and 

(d) do not. 

 

19. The correct sequence is option (a) CADB. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence as it 

states that the primitive man could only count by pointing to objects one at a time. Sentence A 

then continues by stating that the object was all-important sentence D follows by listing a few 

of the early measures. Lastly, sentence B  concludes by stating that such measures lose their 

primitive meaning after a while. Therefore this option forms the most coherent sequence. 

 

20. The correct sequence is option (d) BCDA. Sentence B begins by stating that the first man who 

comprehended the significance of preliminary work was Christoff Rudolf and it also gives the 

name of his work, sentence C continues by giving information about his work. Sentence D 

follows as it tells us that Rudolf is the man who can be called the inventor of decimal fractions. 

Finally sentence A speaks about his work not being appreciated.. Therefore, this option forms 

the most coherent sequence. 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 147 

21. The correct sequence is option (a) CABD. Sentence C begins by speaking about necessity of 

learning foreign languages. Sentence A continues by telling us that it is compulsory at 

Welingkar. Next, sentence B lists the popular foreign languages and lastly sentence D adds 

that some schools have started for regional Indian languages. 

 

22. The answer is option (c) BCAD. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence as it speaks 

about formal management education and the establishment of IIMs. Sentence C follows next 

as it speaks about the formative years of the IIMs. Sentence follows as it speaks about the 

teaching methodology at IIM, Ahmedabad. Finally, sentence D concludes by speaking about 

the setting up of the other IIMs and the progress made in management education.  

 

23. The correct sequence is option (a) CADB. Sentence C begins by stating that the industry 

interacts with the government in innumerable ways. Sentence A then follows by stating that the 

government often gets blamed by the industry for rules and regulations, sentence D continues 

that the industry too is blamed by the government for a lot of things. Sentence B lastly 

concludes by stating that a love-hate relationship exists between the two. Therefore, sequence 

forms the most coherent passage. 

 

24. The correct sequence is option (a) DCBA. Sentence D begins by stating that infotech usage is 

an important weapon for corporate strategy, sentence C is next in sequence as it speaks 

about the change in the importance of infotech, sentence B follows by stating that the 

transition is still underway, lastly sentence A concludes by stating that a company will fall short 

of leaders if it does not create and apply an infotech strategy. 

 

25. The correct sequence is option (a) BACD. Sentence B begins by stating that a certain 

individual makes fun of the word "unilateral", sentence A follows by citing an example of the 

Russians making a one sided move against Manchuria, sentence C follows by stating that 

―one –sided‖ might not be rightly used in sentence A and lastly sentence D concludes by 

stating that the correct word to be used is ―unilateral‖. Therefore, this option when read in 

sequence forms the most coherent passage. 

 

26. The answer is option (d) public: government. The given pair of words is crash: course, the 

relationship between the words is that both words are always used together. T he analogies in 

option (a) rotten: apple, (b) impromptu: speech and (c) private: eye, are all similar to the given 

one whereas the analogy (d) public: government is not . 

 

27. The answer is option (c) criminal: case. The given analogy is seminal: birth, here the 

relationship between the words is that the first is an adjective pertaining to the second; the 

analogies in the option (a) nebulous: vagueness, option (b) terminal: death and (d) purgative: 

purity are similarly related whereas option (c) criminal: case, is not similar in relationship to the 

given analogy. 

 

28. The answer is option (c) pricket: whip. The given analogy is candelabra: candle, here the 

relationship between the given pair of words is that the first holds or stores the other, 

candelabra is a candlestick which holds candles. The analogies in option (a) scabbard: sword, 

option (b) holster: gun, and option (d) vase: flowers are related similarly. In option (c) pricket 

:whip ,a pricket is a deer and is not a holder of a whip, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

29. The answer is option (b) cleft: fission .The analogy is lurch: stagger, here the two words are 

synonyms. Option (a) lean: thin are also synonyms, option (c) knife: dagger, here too the 

words are synonyms, and option (d) deft: adroit, here once again the words are synonyms as 

both mean skilful, so all of the above are similar in relationship .In option (b) cleft: fission, that 

forms/causes the other, as a cleft is split and a fission is the act of splitting into more than two 

parts. Therefore this option is not similar to that of the above and is therefore the answer. 

 

30. The answer is option (d) amputation: limb. The given analogy is amnesia: memory, here the 

relationship is that the first is the loss of the other. The analogies inn option (a) enmity: friend,  

option (b) death: life and  option (c) theft: valuables are similarly related. In option (d) 
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amputation: limb, amputation is intentional or deliberate removal , not loss, of a limb for 

medical purposes. Therefore option(d) is the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (d).The individual possesses half- baked knowledge but comments 

critically on the works of veterans. This is a case of empty vessels making more noise. Option 

(a) means "a person who is himself guilty accuses another of a similar guilt." Option (b) means 

"a great commotion without a real cause." Option(c) " a rolling stone gathers too much moss" 

has no idiomatic meaning.  

 

32. The answer is option (a).Option (b) means that every unfortunate or bad incident has 

something good that will come of it, option (c) means that everything is not always the way it 

looks or appears to be, and option (d) means that to keep quiet in the face of a quarrel takes 

more courage then fighting. Therefore we can see that option (a) which means that the victory 

is a costly one, fits most correctly in the context of the given sentence and is therefore the 

answer. 

33.    The answer is option (d).Options (a), (b) and (c) do not fit into the context of the given 

sentence. Option (d) is the correct  option as ships are not meant to stand safely in the 

harbour, they are meant to travel across rough seas. 

 

34. The answer   is option (a). Option (b), (c) and (d) do not fit as correctly as option (a) where 

‗megalomania‘ means ‗a mental disorder producing delusions of one's own grandeur‘, and 

hence   makes perfect sense in the context of the sentence. 

 

35. The answer is option (c). From the given sentence we can see that the author Browne's Urn 

Burial was a treatise (a study) on the various methods of burial in different parts of England. 

Option (a) raised the dead is a nonsensical option (b) dissertation (which means discussion) 

on the vanity of earthy hopes can also be ruled out as the answer option and option (d) the 

Muslims raised a hue and cried is incorrect grammatically as it should be hue and cry instead, 

so this option can also be ruled out. Option (c) the public did not like the concept of cremation 

is the most logical and grammatically correct option. 

 

36. The answer is (d) "matriarchal, say" .The given sentence talks about the Andaman Islands 

nomadic tribes and their deeply ingrained societal norms, where ladies have the last say in the 

ways of the society. Option (b) and (c) do not make sense at all and can be ruled out , option 

(a) the first word tribal does not fit correctly into the given sentence whereas in option (d) both 

the words ‗matriarchal‘ which means ‗a society dominated by women‘ and the second word 

‗say‘ both fit correctly into the context of the given sentence. 

 

37. The answer is option (b) .In option (a) the second word ‗hidden‘ does not fit into the given 

sentence, in option (c) the second word ‗propitious‘ is inappropriate and option (d) the second 

word ‗accidental‘ fits whereas the first word does not. In option (b) strides and serendipitous 

(which means unexpected discoveries by accident), both words fit correctly into the context of 

the given sentence, 

 

38. The answer is option (b). Options (a) problems and tension do not fit correctly into the context 

of the given sentence, option(c) ‗clash‗ should be altered to ‗clashes‘ and the second word 

‘fights‘ does not fit appropriately, so this option can be ruled out. Option (d) inhibition and 

suppression, do not make coherent sense in the context of the given sentence and can be 

ruled out as the correct answer. Option (b) intolerance and unrest, both fit appropriately into 

the sentence and can be considered as the correct answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (d)as ‗suit‘ and ‗performances‘ fit well into the blanks. Options (a), (b), 

and (c) do not make sense in the context of the given sentence and can be ruled out as the 

answer whereas in option (d) both the words fit suitably into the context of the given sentence. 

 

40. The answer is option (c) prerogative, urbane. Options (a), (b) and (d) do not fit into the context 

of the given sentence whereas in option (c) both words ‗prerogative‘ and ‗urbane‘ are apt and 

fit into the sentence correctly. ‘Prerogative‘ means ‗exclusive right‘ and ‗urbane‘ means 

‗sophisticated or svelte‖. 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 149 

41. The answer is option (a) as it is grammatically correct with the apt usage of words. ‘Complicity‘ 

means ―guilt as an accomplice‖ and is correctly used. In option (b) the word ‗complications‘ 

does not fit into the context of the given sentence and so can be ruled out as the correct 

answer. Option (c) the word ‗accomplicity‘, is not correct in the context of the given sentence 

and option (d) the word ‗complementation‘ does not make sense at all and so can be ruled out 

as the answer 

 

42. The correct sentence is (c). The sentence is grammatically and semantically correct. The 

given sentence tells us of the Indian Penal code being a weapon of empowerment (authority) 

for women. Option (a) "Indian penalty code" has to be replaced with ―Indian Penal Code‖, in 

option (d) "anti-dowager" has to be replaced with "anti-dowry", ‗dowager‘ means ‗widow‘ and 

so the entire sentence does not make sense and can be ruled out. Option (b) and (c) are both 

correct but sentence (c) is comparatively the more correct option. 

 

43. The correct sentence is  (c).Option (a) is not grammatically correct. ‖That is taboo", has to be 

changed to ―that are taboo‖. In option (b) "tabooed" is wrongly used and a comma is missing 

after  ‗world‘ and in option (d) "is taboo" has to be changed to ―are taboo‖ and a comma is 

missing after ‗world‘. Option (c) is correct grammatically and semantically. 

 

44. The answer is option (a). Option (b) is grammatically incorrect as " recessed" should be 

replaced by "recession-hit" and ―are ― has to be replaced with ―is‖, in option (c) ―are‖ has to be 

replaced with ―is‖ and in option (d) both are in correct, whereas option (a) is totally correct and 

concise and can be taken as the answer. 

 

45. The answer is option (d) In option (a) the word 'restructerisation' is wrong, thus the entire 

sentence is wrong. In option (c) ―running around‖ is wrongly used. In option (b) the usage of 

―of‖ is wrong, whereas option (d) is concise and grammatically correct making it the correct 

answer. 

 

46.     The answer option is (a) aristocratic: genteel. The given analogy is kosher: pure, here the two 

words mean the same and are synonyms (both means ‗pure‘). Option (b) amanuensis means 

‗a person skilled in transcription of speech‘ and ameobiosis is an infection caused by amoeba 

so we can see that these words are not synonyms. Option (c) dextrous: dolt, both are 

antonyms as dextrous means skilled and dolt means stupid or clumsy. Option (d) salaam: 

greeting, salaam is a form of greeting but the two words are not synonyms. In option (a) 

aristocratic: genteel, both words are synonyms and both mean refined. 

 

47. The answer is option (d).The analogy is zombie: cataleptic, here both zombie and cataleptic 

mean loss of all sensation and are synonyms. In option (a) supreme: predatory, ‗supreme‘ 

means ‗the highest or most important‘ and ‗predatory ‗means ‗living by victimising others‘. In 

option (b) vampire: bloody, ‗vampire‘ means ‗a blood drinking or blood sucking being‘ and 

‗bloody‘ means ‗covered with blood‘ the two are not synonyms., in option (c) leprous: 

untouchable, here ‗leprous‘ means ‗having leprosy‘ and ‗untouchable‘ means ‗forbidden to the 

touch‘, these words are also not synonyms. Option (d) sleepwalker: somnambulistic, both 

mean ‗walking in their sleep‘ and so both are synonyms, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

48. The answer option is (b) depravity: purification. The given analogy is declivity: ascension, 

where declivity means to go down, and ascension means to rise, so both are antonyms. 

Option (a) proclivity: descend, here the relationship is of synonyms as both mean ‘to go down‘. 

Option (c) anonymity; seclusion here the relationship is that both are synonyms, and both 

mean ‗preference to be alone‘, option (d) chaos: pandemonium both mean confusion and so 

are synonyms, option (b) depravity: purification, here the relationship is that of antonyms as 

depravity means ‗moral perversion‘ and the other means ‗moral or spiritual cleansing‘, 

therefore this is the answer. 

 

49. The answer is option (b) asinine: jenny. The given analogy is ovine: ewe, ‗ovine‘ is ‗pertaining 

to sheep‘ and ewe is a female sheep. Option (a) equine: horse, here ‗equine‘ means 

‗pertaining to a horse‘ and ‗horse‘ is the male of the species. option (c) bovine: bull, ‗bovine‘ 

means ‗pertaining to cattle‘ and  ―bull‘ is the male of the species, option (d) ermine: fur , ermine 
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is an animal from which a kind of fur is obtained. Therefore, the analogies in options a, b and c 

are not similar to the given analogy. In option (b) asinine: jenny, ‗asinine‘ means ‗pertaining to 

a donkey‘ and ‗jenny‘ is a female donkey. Therefore, option(b) is the answer. 

 

50. The answer option is (c). The given analogy is narcosis: narcotics, here the relationship is that 

one is the effect or result of the other, narcosis is the effect of narcotics. Option (a) halitosis: 

hail, here halitosis is an edible mollusc and hail means ‗precipitation of ice pellets‘, option (b) 

symbiosis: sympathy, symbiosis is interaction between two living organisms and sympathy 

means ‗sharing the feelings of others‘. Option (d) mucosis: mucus, mucus is a slimy substance 

secreted by a gland and mucosis is a mucus membrane. The analogies in option a, b and d 

are not similar to the given analogy. Option (c) sedation: sedative is similar to the given 

analogy as sedation is the effect or result of a sedative and therefore this option is the answer. 

 

 

Exercise 3(A) 
 

1. The answer option is (b) whim. The given word is caprice, which means a sudden impulse or 

malice, means the quality to do evil, none of the above is similar in meaning to the given word.            

desire. Option (a) eccentric, means odd behaviour, option (c) lid, means a cover, and option 

(d) Option (b) whim, which means a sudden desire is similar in meaning to the given word and 

is therefore the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (c) wicked. The given word is heinous, which means "shockingly brutal or 

cruel". Option (a) insulting means "expressing extreme contempt", option (b) ugly and option 

(d) dark do not mean the same as the above given word., whereas option (c) wicked, which 

means "evil or highly offensive" is similar in meaning to the given word and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (d) virulent. The given word is caustic, which means "harsh in tone". 

Option (a) discreet, means tactful or circumspect, option (b) creative means able to create and 

option (c) cheerful means in good spirits or noticeably happy, so we can see that none of the 

above mean the same as the given word. Whereas option (d) virulent which means "harsh in 

tone" is similar in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (a) stoop. The given word is condescend which means ―do something 

considered below one‘s dignity‘. Option (b) accomplish means to perform or succeed, option 

(c) harbour is a place of refuge or shelter and option (d) comprehend means to understand. 

Therefore, none of the above mean the same as the given word. Option (a) stoop means to act 

condescendingly, so this word is closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

5. The answer option is (b) foster. The given word is nurture which means to care. Option (a) 

substitute means to replace with another, option (c) substantiate means "to prove the truth of 

"and option (d) cure, means to make better or heal. Therefore we can see that none of the 

above mean the same as the given word whereas option (b) foster, which means to nourish, 

promote growth and development is similar in meaning to the above given word and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

6. The answer option is (c) cheerful. The given word is blithe which means joyous, or cheerful. 

Option (a) sacrosanct, means sacred, option (b) obscure means not clearly understood or 

expressed, and option (d) transparent means clear, therefore none of the above means the 

same as the given word whereas option (c) cheerful, which means happy or joyous is the 

same in meaning as the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

7. The answer is option (d) meek. The given word is adamant, which means strong willed, 

stubborn and unwilling to change or move. Option (a) stubborn is the same in meaning as the 

above given word, option (b) vague means unclear and is totally unrelated to the above given 

word and option (c) harmful means causing harm and is also unrelated, therefore we can see 

that none of the above mean the opposite as the above given word. Therefore option (d) 
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meek, which means mild, humble and gentle is the opposite in meaning to the given word and 

is therefore the answer. 

 

8. The answer is option (a) weak. The given word is robust which means strong and sturdy, 

option (b) insensitive means lacking sensibility, option (c) healthy means strong and option (d) 

graceful means showing elegance, therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite 

in meaning to the given word. Whereas option (a) weak which means devoid of strength is 

opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

9. The answer option is (c) imprudent. The given word is judicious which means sensible, 

prudent in discernment and judgement. Option (a) unjust, means not fair, option (b) practical 

means suited to action and option (d) criminal, means one who commits a crime, therefore 

none of the above is opposite in meaning to the above given word. Whereas option (c) 

imprudent, which means rash, hasty or indiscreet is opposite in meaning to the given word and 

is therefore the answer. 

 

10. The answer is option (b) precede. The given word is ensue, which means to follow. Option (a) 

reverse, means to turn inside out or upside down, option (c) enter, means to go into, and 

option (d) compromise means to settle a dispute or a quarrel by mutual consent. Therefore, 

none of the above means the opposite to the given word whereas option (b) precede, which 

means to come before is opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

11. The answer is option (d) entrance. The given word is egress, which means "the coming out of". 

Option (a) rejection means not to accept, option (b) slander means to speak badly of someone 

else and option (c) thirst, means to want water so we can see that none of the above are 

opposite in meaning to the given word. Whereas option (d) entrance, means to allow to come 

inside or give admission and is therefore opposite in meaning to the above given word. 

 

12. The answer is option (a) amenable. The given word is contentious, which means quarrelsome 

or argumentative. Option (b) philosophical means wise or learned, skilled in philosophy, option 

(c) fortunate, means lucky and option (d) tentative, means "not definite" so none of the above 

is opposite in meaning to the above given word. Whereas option (a) amenable which means 

responsive, is almost opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

13. The answer is option (b) cow. Cock and hen are the male and female members of the same 

species and so are man and woman. Cow is not accompanied by 'bull'  

 

14. The answer is option (b) sugar. Options (a), (c) and (d) are all pulses, vegetables and fruits 

whereas option (b) sugar is produced from sugarcane and is the odd word.  

 

15. The answer is option (c) bright red. Options (a), (b) and (d) are all names of shades of colours 

whereas bright red is not. 

 

16. The answer is option (b) pice. Options (a), (c) and (d) are all names of currencies whereas 

pice is not. 

 

17. The correct answer option is (d) destruction. Options (a), (b) and (c) are all words meaning 

revenge or getting back, paying back for a wrong, whereas destruction means to destroy and 

is therefore the odd word out and the answer. 

 

18. The answer option is (b) trousers. Here a coat is worn over a shirt and shoes are worn over 

socks, whereas trouser is mentioned alone and is the odd word out. 

 

19. The answer is option (c) with one another. Option (d) makes no sense, options (a) and (b) 

though correct are not as apt as option (c). 
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20. The answer is option (b) for. Option (a), option (c) and option (d) are not correct 

grammatically. 

 

21. The answer is option (a) along. Option (b), (c) and (d) cannot be taken as the correct answer 

options as they do not fit correctly into the context of the given sentence whereas option (a) 

along, makes perfect sense when used and is therefore the answer. 

 

22. The answer is option (b) on. Options (a), (c) and (d), do not fit correctly or coherently into the 

context of the given sentence whereas option (b) on, is the correct option and fits correctly. 

 

23. The answer is option (c) to reading. From the given options we can see that (a) "about to 

read"- does not fit into the context of the sentence In option (b) and option (d) the prepositions 

used are not correct. 

 

24. The answer is option (d) would. "Were" is used to explore a possibility. Option (a) "will" 

indicates certainty, option (b) "shall "indicates certainty in future and option (c)' could ' 

explores possibility as well as ability. Therefore, none of the options (a), (b)and (c) can be 

used to fill the blank. Option (d) "would" is used to express possibility and it agrees with the 

verb "were". Therefore, option (d) is the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (b) "to…. over". The options (a) "into…some", (c) "for…about" and (d) "to 

is…all" do not fit into the given sentence. Option (b) on the other hand fits correctly into the 

given sentence.  

 

26. The answer is option (d) 3,1,5,4,2. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is fraternities and sororities being an important part of American College life. 

Sentence 3, is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that fraternities and 

sororities are an important part of American College life. Sentence 1, then follows in continuity 

by stating when they were formed and how. Sentence 5, follows by stating that soon 

fraternities began to get selective and had certain criteria for admitting students, sentence 4, 

then goes on to say that the selectivity lead to discrimination and certain universities banned 

them, lastly sentence 2 concludes by stating that though there was a period of decline, 

sororities have made a comeback. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

sequence forms the most coherent passage. 

 

27. The answer option is (b) 4,2,1,3,5. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the universe and its dimensions. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it 

begins by stating that the universe has three space dimensions. Sentence 2 follows by stating 

that to find the location of any space point we have to provide a set of three numbers called 

"co-ordinates". Sentence 1 and then 3, speak of the thought of the universe having only a 

single dimension, and lastly sentence 5 concludes by stating that rotation would be impossible 

in a one dimension universe. Therefore this option forms the most coherent passage. 

 

28. The correct option is (d) 2,5,4,3,1. Sentence 2 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by 

saying that moderate exercise is good for everybody as it prolongs life. Sentence 5 then 

continues by stating that Harvard undertook a study monitoring nearly 17,000 alumni. 

Sentence 4 then continues by stating the result of this study was that those who did regular 

exercise lived five years longer than others. Sentences 3 follows by telling us the benefits of 

regular walking and then sentence 1 concludes by stating that even smokers and people 

prone to life threatening diseases who exercised daily had a lower death rate. Therefore, this 

option forms the most correct coherent passage. 

 

29. The correct option is (b) 2,5,4,1,3. From the given sentences we can see that the topic is 

Apple Computers and the services that it is providing. Sentence 2, begins by stating that Apple 

Computers is India's largest producer of interactive systems, sentence 5 follows next by 

stating that Apple Computer's documentation is produced by the best editors and writers. Next 

sentences 4 continues by stating that Apple Computer's is looking for highly talented 

documentation specialists. Next, statements 1 and 3 follow successively as statement 1 

mentions that "interesting and satisfying work" is the key selling point and in order to obtain 
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the best, the company offers excellent working conditions. Therefore, this option when read in 

its sequence forms the most coherent passage. 

 

30. The answer is option (d) 3,1,4,5,2. From the given sentences we can see that the topic is the 

cricket match, sentence 3 begins by stating that it was a great match, and sentence 1 

continues by stating that it would have been so even if it had not ended in a tie. Sentences 4 

and 5 continue successively by stating that that the ending of the match is what made it 

memorable and only once before had a match ended that way, lastly sentence 2 concludes by 

stating the year in which this had happened. This option forms the most coherent passage and 

is therefore the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (c) verbose.. Option (a) laconic means brief or concise, option (b) 

generous means one who lends or gives to others easily, and option (d) assiduous means 

hardworking, so, none of the above options fits into the context of the given sentence whereas 

option (c) verbose which means expressed in more words then needed is the perfect fit into 

the sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

32. The answer is option (d) concerted. Option (a) vital means necessary, option (b) constant 

means steady and option (c) brave means one who is not afraid of anything. Therefore we can 

see that none of the above fits into the context of the given sentence, whereas option (d) 

concerted which means joint or combined fits into the context of the given sentence and is the 

answer. 

 

33. The answer is option (c) specious. Option (a) cogent means convincing option (b) wise means 

learned and option (d) sordid means dirty, ignoble or mean, so, none of the above fit into the 

context of the given sentence whereas option (c) specious which means deceptively pleasing 

is the correct option as it fits coherently into the context of the given sentence and is the 

answer. 

 

34. The answer is option (b) despite. From the given sentence we can see that inspite of 

practising a game for hours a certain individual has still not been able to get the feel of the 

game. Option (a) after, though correct is not as correct as option (b), option (c) because of, 

and option (d) due to, both mean the same and do not make sense in the context of the given 

sentence whereas option (b) despite which means inspite of, fits coherently into the context of 

the given sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

35. The answer is option (a) coincide. Option (b) harmonise means to make consistent with, option 

(c) terminate, means to end and option (d) confuse means ' to make unclear', none of the 

above words fits into the context of the given sentence whereas option (a) coincide means 

occurring during the same time and fits correctly into the context of the given sentence and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

36. The answer is option (b) elusive. Option (a) pleasant means pleasing, option (c) viable means 

practical or feasible, and option (d) slanderous means harmful and often untrue. Therefore, 

option (b) elusive means difficult to describe and fits correctly into the context of the given 

sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

37. The answer is option (d) apiary. The given phrase is ― a place where bees are kept‖. Option 

(a) aviary, is a place where birds are kept, option (b) artifice means artefact and option (c) 

diadem means a crown, option (d) apiary, is a place where bees are kept and is the answer. 

 

38. The answer option is (a) ephemeral. The given phrase is ―something short-lived‖. Option (b) 

Epicurean means a disciple or student of the Greek philosopher Epicurus, option (c) interim, 

means "time between one interval and another' option (d) illusory means deceptive, therefore 

option (a) ephemeral, which means only for a short time is the correct answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (c) mercenary. The given phrase is ―interested only in money". Option (a) 

marmoreal means like marble, option (b) mordant means harshly ironic and option (d) 

munificent means generous, therefore, none of the above means the same as given phrase. 
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Whereas option (c) mercenary, which means only interested in money is closest in meaning to 

the above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 

 

40. The answer is option (b) ornithology. The given phrase is ―scientific study of birds‖. Option  (a) 

aviation means skill of operating an aircraft, option (c) microbiology means the scientific study 

of micro-organisms and option (d) supersonics is having the speed greater then sound, 

therefore none of the above means the same as the given word whereas option (b) ornithology 

is the study of birds and is therefore the answer. 

 

41. The answer is option (a) gossamer. The given phrase is ―a very light and thin material". Option 

(b) gazelle, means a deer or an antelope, option (c) coterie, means a group of people sharing 

interests and option (d) poultice means a soft medicated and unusually heated mass applied 

to the body and kept in muslin, for reliving pain. Therefore, none of the above mean the same 

as the above given phrase whereas option (a) gossamer, which means a very flimsy, delicate 

material is the answer. 

 

42. The answer is option (c) euthanasia. The given phrase is ―mercy-killing of patients who are 

incurably ill‖. Option (a) circumspection means  "the trait of being cautious, taking everything 

into account", option (b) benignity, means an act of kindness and option (d) apoplexy means a 

rush of emotion specially anger, therefore we can see that none of the above means the same 

as the given phrase. Whereas option (c) euthanasia which means painless mercy killing of a 

patient suffering from an incurable disease is similar in meaning to the above given phrase 

and is therefore the answer. 

 

43. The answer is option (c) bird: worm. The given analogy is cat: mouse, where the relationship 

is that the former eats or chases the other, or the latter is the former's prey. Option (a) dog: tail 

is not the same in relationship as tail is a part of a dog. Option (b) food: heat, here too the 

relationship is not the same and option (d) lion : tiger, the relationship is not the same as in the 

above given analogy. Option (c) bird: worm, here the relationship is similar to that of the above 

given analogy as birds feed on worms, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

44. The answer is option (b) satellite: orbit. The given analogy is projectile: trajectory, here 

projectile is any object thrown as a weapon or being projected by force, trajectory is the path 

described or travelled by a projectile and so here the relationship is that the latter is the 

former's path. Option (a) bullet: rifle, here the relationship is not similar to that of the above 

given words as a bullet is fired by using a rifle and is not the path travelled by it. Option (d) 

ship: navigation, is not the same in relationship as the above given analogy as navigation is 

"the guidance of ships or airplanes from place to place". Option (b) satellite: orbit, here the 

relationship is similar to the above given analogy as orbit is a path travelled by a satellite, 

therefore this option is the same as the above and so is the answer. 

 

45. The correct option is (c) wood: grain. The given analogy is cloth: texture, here the relationship 

is that one is the quality/feel of the other, here texture is the feel or quality of the cloth. Option 

(a) house: residents, here the relationship is not similar to the above as residents are people 

who stay in a house, option (b) paper: printing and (d) story: theme, here too the relationship 

is not similar to that of the above given analogy. Option (c) wood: grain, which is similar in 

relationship to the above as grain is the texture of wood, is the answer. 

 

46. The answer is option (b) horse: equine. The given pair of words is dog: canine, here the 

relationship is that the latter is an adjective, which means, "pertaining to the former". Option 

(a) man: mort an al, is not similar in relationship to the above given analogy as mortal is 

anything that is subject to death, it pertains to man and animals so here the relationship is not 

similar to the above. Option (c) water: dilute and (d) cow: timid are totally dissimilar in 

relationship to the given pair of words, whereas option (b) horse: equine, is similar in 

relationship as equine means "pertaining to a horse" and is therefore the answer. 

 

47. The answer is option (c) caterpillar: butterfly. The given pair of words is tadpole: frog, here the 

relationship is that latter is what the former evolves into, option (a) plot: novel, is not similar in 

relationship as plot is the theme of a novel, option (b) frog: fish, is also not similar in 
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relationship to the above given analogy and option (d) bacteria :virus here both are micro-

organisms; so none of the above are similar in relationship to the above given analogy 

whereas option (c) caterpillar :butterfly is similar in relationship as a butterfly is what a 

caterpillar grows into, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

48. The answer is option (a) debility: strength. The given analogy is modesty: arrogance, where 

modesty means humility and arrogance pride, so we can see that the relationship here is that 

both are antonyms. Option (b) cause: purpose, here the relationship is that both are 

synonyms, option (c) mountain: hill, here too the relationship is that of synonyms, option (d) 

see: belief, here too the relationship is not similar to that of the above given analogy, whereas 

option ( a) debility :strength, here the relationship is that of antonyms as debility means 

"feebleness" and strength means "energy or power", therefore we can see that this is the 

answer.  

49. The answer is option (d) populous: uninhabited. The given analogy is dense: sparse, the 

relationship between the two words is that they are both antonyms as one means thick and the 

other thin, option (a) stupid: bald, here the words are not related, option (b) calm : silent here 

the relationship is that of synonyms. Option (c) inherent: innate, here the relationship is that of 

synonyms as both mean natural or inborn ,so none of the above is similar in relationship to 

that of the above given analogy whereas option (d) populous :uninhabited are antonyms as 

populous means thickly populated and uninhabited means not populated, so this is the 

answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (c) rifle: bow. The given pair of words is watch :hourglass here the 

relationship between the two words is that the former was invented before the latter and both 

can be used to measure time. Option (a) tank: car, here  a tank is a part of a car, (b) 

motorcycle :scooter and option (d) sun: planet, none of the above is similar in relationship to 

the given analogy. Option(c) rifle: bow here the relationship is similar to the given analogy as 

both are used as weapons and the latter was invented before the latter.  

 

51. The answer is option (a) I & II. I. Having lost the favour of his master, Wolsey was dismissed 

from his high offices. II. Wolsey was dismissed from his high offices after losing the favour of 

his master. Both the sentences (I)and (II) convey the same message as the given sentences 

do. Sentence (III) when completed does not  convey the same sense.III. Wolsey lost the 

favour of his master as he was dismissed from his high offices. 

 

52. The answer is option (b) III Napolean's greatness as a general is universally acknowledged. 

The above sentence conveys the same message as the given sentences whereas sentences I 

and II when completed do not. Napolean the great  General is universally acknowledged .II. 

The great Napolean is generally universally acknowledged. 

 

.53. The answer is option (c) I & II. The given sentences tell us that a pathan wanted to frighten an 

old man and to do so, he took out a knife. I. The pathan took out a knife to frighten the old 

man.          II. The pathan frightened the old man by taking out a knife.  Sentences I and II 

convey the same message that the given sentences do whereas sentence III when completed 

does not . 

 

54.      The answer is option (d) I & II The given sentences tell us that Rama had a wide knowledge of 

a business and Krishna had the necessary capital to run the business. Rama had a wide 

knowledge of the business for which Krishna had the necessary capital. II. Krishna had the 

capital to complement Rama's knowledge of the business. Sentences I and II convey the same 

sense as the given sentences do whereas sentence III does not.   III. Krishna capitalized … 

          The word "capitalised" is wrongly used in sentence III. 

 

55. The answer is option (e) I& II The given sentence states that the king wants to put Gulliver to 

death secretly and has employed various means for this purpose. Sentence (I) Various 

methods were employed by his majesty to kill Gulliver secretly. Sentence (II) His majesty tried 

to kill Gulliver through various means. The above sentences convey the same message as the 

given sentences do whereas sentence (III) does not.(III) His majesty variously tried to 

kill……….. The word "variously" is used wrongly in sentence (III). 
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56. The answer is option (c)‖ the use of the words in both sentences is correct‖. Both the words 

are appropriate in the context of the given sentences and make coherent sense  

 

57. The answer is option (c) ―the use of the words in both sentences is correct‖. In sentence 1, the 

word mania means mad about or obsessed with , in the second sentence phobia means a fear  

 

58. The answer is option (d)"the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be 

correct if the words were interchanged‖ "Continuous" means "without interruption". "Continual" 

means "recurring in closely spaced intervals". Therefore, "continual series of hot spells" and " 

continuous jungle heat" are correct usages.  

 

59. The answer is option (b) ―the use of the word in sentence 2 is correct and 1 is not‖ In sentence 

1 the word ― censor" should be replaced with "censer", which is a container for burning 

incense. 

 

60. The answer is option (d)" the use of the words in both sentences in incorrect but would be 

correct if the words were interchanged" because "farther" means "to or at a greater distance in 

time or space". "Further" means "more".  

 

Exercise  3(B) 
 

1. The answer is option (c). From correct the given sentence we can see that the IB officials have 

stumbled upon what they assume to be a major spy ring around India's space programme. 

Option (a) "the IB officials ran away"- this option does not make sense as IB officials would not 

run away but would have dealt with the situation. Option (b) "gave a chase", cannot be taken 

as the answer as we are not told that there was something concrete, but just a supposition. 

Option (d) "IB officials started before getting the signal" this option cannot be considered, as 

we are not told that the officials were expecting any signal. Option (c) "IB officials jumped the 

gun " is the correct option as it means that the officials panicked and acted prematurely, 

without having solid facts, therefore this is the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (c). From the given sentence we can see that the subject being 

discussed is the son of a veteran socialist leaders son who is always criticising the party and 

has now suddenly made friends with the party leader. Option (a)" who always savages", option 

(b)"who always acts scathingly" and option (d) which states that none of the above is the 

answer- all three are not appropriate. Option (c) "who always vituperates" is the correct 

answer as vituperates means to revile or abuse. And therefore fits correctly into the context of 

the given sentence, and so is the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (b). The given sentence states that a certain case rests on two vital 

documents. Option (a) "ironically the case rests", here this option can be ruled out as the 

punctuation of a comma is missing. Option (c) "ironically the case, rests" here the punctuation 

of a comma is after the word 'case', whereas it should be after the word 'ironically'. Option 

(d)"ironically, the case, rests", here the punctuation of a comma is unnecessary after "the 

case".. On the other hand option (b) "ironically, the case rests" is correct, as the punctuation is 

correct, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (c). From the given sentence we can see that the topic being discussed 

is the general thought process of the people of a certain island. Options (a) and (b) are not as 

apt as (c) "the ethos of the island" is correct as ethos refers to the attitudes of a community or 

the characteristic spirit of a people, therefore this option fits correctly into the context of the 

given sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

5. The answer is option (d).  From the given sentence we learn that the demeaning of Creole has 

been seen as part of a policy to sideline anything associated with slavery or of African origin. 

Option (a)"of African origin" is incorrect as the word "as " is missing, option (b)"as African 

origin, or" this option can also be ruled out as the word "of" should be used and is missing, 

option (c)" as of African origin or", this can be ruled out as the relevant punctuation is missing. 

On the other hand option (d)"as of African origin, or", is the correct answer as the punctuation 
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correct and the words "as" and "of" are used in the correct sequence, therefore this is the 

correct answer. 

 

6. The error is in option (b). In the option (b) the word "on" should be replaced by the word "in". 

 

7. The error is in option (d).  In option (d) the word "excite" should be replaced by the word 

"exciting" because the excitement of the taste buds is a continuous process and so "exciting'' 

has to be in the continuous tense. 

 

8. The error is in option (d).  In option (d) , "pattern of"  is incorrect usage, the correct usage is 

"lead to the establishment of a socialist society". 

9. The error is in option (d). In option (d) "by all" should be removed because the word 

'universally' in option (c) means "by all". 

 

10. The error is in option (a).  In option (a) the word "it" has to be introduced before "being". 

 

11. The correct sequence is option (c) BDCA. The topic being discussed is the relevance of 

literary or historical reference. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence as it begins by 

stating that a historical reference telescopes a wealth of meaning into one word. Sentence D 

continues by stating that the these references cannot be boiled down into a short cue phrase, 

sentence C then follows by stating that inspite of this if one can still identify many of these 

allusions from significant clues then it is proof that you know your way around cultural history. 

Sentence A concludes by stating that many of these incidents are real or as real as actual 

history or events, therefore we can see that this sequence forms the most logical narrative 

sequence and is therefore the answer. 

 

12. The answer is option (b) DBAC. The topic being discussed is language. Sentence D is the 

correct opening sentence as it states that language often becomes a weapon in the battle of 

wits, sentence B is the next sentence as it continues in the same vein as previous sentence as 

here a chief executive is likened to the leader at a political party, the priest at a mass or the 

general with his troops. Sentence A then continues by stating that all these individuals have 

an aim in common that is group solidarity and social control, and the same old tricks, lastly 

sentence C concludes by stating that we should not suppose that all these things are 

indications of how to run a business. Therefore we can see that this sequence forms the most 

logical and narrative set of sentences as compared to options (a), (c) and option (d), and so is 

the answer. 

 

13. The answer is option (c) DACB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

debated upon is whether a mathematician can be an artist. Sentence D begins by stating that 

the artist of today is not often a mathematician whereas a mathematician is more frequently an 

artist. Sentence A then speaks about the fact that in the 16
th
 century there were instances of 

several great artists who did something in mathematics. Sentence C then is the next sentence 

that follows in continuity as it identifies one individual as being prominent as an artist who was 

also a mathematician. Lastly sentence B concludes by stating that this individual's work as a 

painter and an engraver is well known but his treatises on geometry and human proportion 

showed mathematical powers. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most logically 

narrative paragraph. 

  

14. The answer is option (c) DBCA. The topic being discussed is the effect of the great Mongol 

scourge. Sentence D is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that compared to 

the Turks the Mongol scourge led by Chengiz Khan rendered life near impossible. Sentence B 

is the next continuing sentence as it follows by elaborating that his conquests and those of his 

son's included a large area. Sentence C continues by stating that the son was as brutal as his 

father and lastly sentence A concludes that the Mongol invasions are the blackest in all 

history. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most logical narrative paragraph.  

 

15. The answer is option (c) ABCD. Sentence (A) begins by stating that the top management 

needs to test the second level of managers continuously. Sentence (B) starts the explanation 
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for the continuous testing of second level managers and this is continued in sentence (C). 

Sentence (D) concludes by stating the possible result of any negligence of deviant behaviour. 

 

16. The answer is option (c) ADBC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is that knowledge of ones path is one of the key factors in success. Sentence A is 

the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that the essential element for achieving 

success is knowledge of ones path, sentence D follows by elaborating further on the path 

discussed in the above sentence and saying that seniors should show the path clearly and 

similarly sentence B follows by stating that the seniors should further light the path by personal 

example. Lastly sentence C concludes by stating that advise or help tendered should be 

objectively evaluated. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent passage 

and is therefore the answer. 

17. The answer is option (d) DCAB. The topic being discussed is the difficulties in British English, 

faced by Americans. Sentence D begins by stating that it is a common fact that Americans are 

uncomfortable with British English, sentence C then follows in the same vein as it cites an 

example of an American executive going to London on work where he finds the terminology 

used in business English differs in London. Sentence A further elaborates the example by 

stating the difficulties faced in terminology and lastly sentence B concludes on the note that 

the American has to get accustomed to the terminology. Therefore this sequence forms the 

most correct narrative one and is therefore the answer. 

 

18. The answer is option (a) CADB. The topic discussed is the changes that domestic lenders will 

have to undergo. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence as it states that diversification is 

the main cause that will make lenders have to experiment with the shape and structure of the 

basic loan. Sentence A further elaborates stating that traditionally the debt component of the 

standard project finance has been of a certain variety, sentence D continues by stating the 

basis on which finance is extended, lastly sentence B concludes that now certain lenders have 

moved away from this variety and have begun on a non recourse basis. Therefore, this option 

forms the most correct paragraph.  

 

19. The answer is option (d) CDAB. The topic being discussed is the fall in price of goods like 

refrigerators and television sets and the comparison between the prices of agricultural 

products. Sentence C begins by stating that the farmers' argument that the prices of 

agricultural products should be linked to the price index is without substance.  Sentence D 

then continues by stating that what is of substance though is that the prices of products and 

inputs should be related to world prices, sentence A then compares the prices of goods like 

television sets and fridges and lastly sentence B concludes by stating that this fall in prices is 

simply the result of improved productivity and that the same applies to agriculture. Therefore, 

this option forms the most coherent paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

20. The answer is option (c) crestfallen: disgraced. The given analogy is catharsis: purification, 

here the relationship between the given pair of words is that both are synonyms, both mean 

"purging and cleansing". Option (a) sedentary: inert, are again synonyms as both mean 

motionless. Option (b) consternation: dismay are again synonyms as both mean anxiety, and 

option (d) salacious: libidinous both mean lustful, so as we can see all of the above are similar 

in relationship. Option (c) crestfallen: disgraced on the other hand is dissimilar in relationship 

to the above given analogy as crestfallen means dejected or dispirited and disgraced means 

shamed, so therefore this is the answer. 

 

21. The answer is option (a) parity: unusual. The given pair of words are comity: rudeness, here 

the relationship is that of antonyms, as comity means courtesy or considerate behaviour and 

rudeness means impolite. Option (b) restriction: freedom, here too the relationship is that of 

antonyms as restriction means to repress and freedom is to release. Option (c) enable: 

prevent, here too the relationship is similar to that of the above given words as enable means 

to encourage or allow and prevent means to stop option (d) firm: indecisive , once again the 

relationship is similar to that of the above given words as firm means stable, clear and 

indecisive means wavering or undecided, therefore we can see that all of the above are similar 

in relation whereas option (a) parity :unusual, where parity means paralleled and unusual 
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means uncommon are not similar in relationship to the above given pair of words and is the 

answer. 

 

22. The answer is option (c) rest : peace. The given analogy is prim: proper, here the relationship 

is of associative words, option (a) nice :easy, (b) day: night and (d) heaven :earth are all 

similar in relationship to the given analogy. The conjunction "and" is used to join the latter to 

the former. Option (c) rest : peace is not similar in relationship to the above analogy as the 

preposition "in" is used to relate the two words and is therefore the answer. 

 

23. The answer is option (b) wasted : profiteer. The given analogy is invective: vituperation, here 

the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean insult or abuse. Option (a) temerity: nerve, 

here the relationship is similar to that of the above given words as both mean impudence or 

audacity and are synonyms, option (c) quest :search here too both are synonyms as both 

mean the act of seeking, and option (d) fervid :ardent once again are synonyms as both mean 

intense, so, all of the above are similar to  the given analogy. Option (b) wastrel: profiteer, 

here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the given analogy as wastrel means  a waster and 

profiteer means one who works toward making profits, therefore both are antonyms, and this 

option is the answer. 

 

24. The  answer is option (c) lascivious: hungry. The given analogy is bohemian: unorthodox, here 

the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean unconventional or offbeat. Option (a) frantic: 

frenzied, here both words are again synonyms as both mean urgent or wildly excited, option 

(b) grizzled: hoary, here too the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean grey haired with 

age, and option (d) cantankerous : irritable here too the words are once again synonyms as 

both mean easily angered or irritated, therefore we can see that all of the above are similar in 

relationship. Option (c) lascivious: hungry, here the relationship is not of synonyms as 

lascivious means lustful and hungry is "feeling a need to eat food",  so we can see that this 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above given words and is therefore the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (c) ―to find a clay idol underneath‖. From the given sentence we learn 

that Byron had an aura of romantic secrecy that surrounded him but suddenly when his wife 

left him the public turned against him. Option (a), (b), and option (d) do not fit as correctly into 

the context of the given sentence as option (c) ―to find a clay idol underneath‖. It means that 

the opinion that the public had about Byron was very different from what Byron  was 

discovered to be in reality.. Therefore, this option agrees well with the context of the given 

sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

26. The answer is (d)‖ a very full ear of corn‖. Option (a), which makes no sense, option (b) which 

again has no relevance to the sentence and option (c) which once again does not fit into the 

context of the given sentence can all be ruled out, whereas option (d) fills the blank correctly. 

"The husk hides a very full ear of corn" means that the truth  is hidden by the outward  or 

superficial  appearances. 

 

27. The answer is option (a)‖could have also created the tiger‖. Options b, c and d do not agree 

with the subject of the sentence. The given statement speaks about God having created both 

the gentle lamb as well as the ferocious tiger and also about God being " the fire and 

brimstone" as well as the "kindly light that leads". Therefore, option (a) is the answer. 

 

28. The answer is option (a)‖the right place‖.From the given sentence we can see that the movie 

character Frankenstein is being discussed, the new movie portrays him as a better being, with 

a softer heart.. Option (b), (c), and (d) when read do not make sense in the context of the 

given sentence whereas option (a), which means that he has a soft heart, completes the given 

sentence correctly and is therefore the answer. 

 

29. The answer is option (c)‖up to people‘s expectations‖. From the given sentence we understand 

that the government blames the industry for the economic problems, which include not working 

within the framework of national priorities, and also failing the public. Option (a), (b) and (d) do 

not fit into the context of the given sentence as correctly as option (c) which completes the 

sentence correctly and is therefore the answer. 
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30. The answer is option (a) ―tints, incidences‖.From the given sentence we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the incidents of rape in the city of Delhi and the steps taken by the police to 

curb them. Option (b)‖stickers, occasions‖ this option does not fit into the context of the given 

sentence, option (c)‖glass, incidents‖ here again the options do not fit as correctly as option 

(a), option (d)‖films, proliferates‖ here once again the options do not make sense in the context 

of the given sentence. Option (a)‖tints, incidences‖, here both words make perfect sense in the 

context of the given sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (b)‖suitors, ironically‖. From the given sentence we can understand that 

Bangladesh has seen the highest number of acid attacks on women by rejected suitors, 

husbands and in-laws, last year, and the irony of the situation is that last year was celebrated 

as the ―Year of the Woman‖. Option (a), here the second word does not fit into the 

context of the given sentence, option (c) and option (d) when read in the context of the given 

sentence does not fit correctly, option (b) both words fit aptly into the context of the given 

sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

32. The answer is option (d) ―ubiquitous, otherwise‖. From the given sentence we can see that the 

topic being spoken of is the invention of the paper clip , and the use of it. Option (a), (b) and 

(c), none have words that fit into the context of the sentence whereas option (d), the words 

"ubiquitous', which  means present everywhere, and 'otherwise' fit into the context of the 

sentence. 

 

33. The answer is option (b)‖spoof, icons‖. From the given sentence we can see that the topic of 

discussion is the spoof (making fun of) the movie Tarzan. Option (a), (c) and (d) when read we 

can see that none fit into the context of the given sentence whereas option (b)‖spoof, icons‖, 

where spoof means a comedic version and icons means idols, fits into the context of the 

sentence and so this is the answer. 

 

34. The answer is option (a) ―confronted, traditional‖. From the given sentence we understand that 

the topic is that the institutions of religion and public communication are faced with challenges 

in performing their traditional functions. Option (b) ,(c) and option (d) when read in the context 

of the given sentence the words do not fit appropriately whereas option (a), where confronted 

means faced and traditional means consisting of or derived from tradition, so both words fit 

correctly into the context of the given sentence. 

 

35. The answer is option (a) BCAD. The given sentences talk about the futility of having three 

cement businesses in three separate companies. Sentence B is the correct continuing 

sentence after sentence 1 as it further elaborates that individual companies have to rationalise 

their businesses, next sentence C follows as it states that to achieve it one will have to face 

hurdles, sentence A then goes on to explain the difficulty that will be faced if a company 

owned by a particular industrial group is to be transferred to another, lastly sentence D 

concludes by stating the uneconomical ways of the tax structure. Therefore, option(a) follows a 

sequence that forms a narrative paragraph in correct order.. 

 

36. The answer is option (c) CBAD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the requirement of a true synonym. Sentence C is the correct continuing 

sentence after sentence 1 as it elaborates the use of synonyms, sentence B follows after that 

by further explaining the example and then sentences A and lastly D conclude by again 

elaborating the previous examples. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most 

correct sequence. 

 

 37. The answer is option (d) BCAD. From the given sentences we can understand that the topic 

for discussion is the topic of socialism. Sentence B continues after sentence 1, it states that 

Marx calls his brand of socialism ―scientific‖ as this distinguishes it from the socialism of other 

individuals, sentence C continues by elaborating the term utopian socialism, sentences A  

continues Utopian socialism belongs to the realm of fancy and then D concludes by stating 

that Marxism is devoid of idealistic colouring. Therefore we can see that this option when read 

in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph.  
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38. The answer is option(b) DACB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the transfer of power. Sentence D is the correct continuing sentence as it states 

the relationship between the largest communist state and the world‘s freest capitalist enclave. 

Sentence A then continues by stating that both Hong kong and China need each other 

equally. Sentence C continues by explaining how the two countries are dependent on each 

other. Sentence B continues by explaining why China will not disturb Hong Kong. Therefore, 

this option forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (c) ABCD. Sentence(A) follows sentence(1) as it tells about Kurosawa's 

penchant for adapting from western literary sources. Sentence(B) follows by speaking about 

Kurosawa's "Macbeth". Sentence(C) gives further information about Kurosawa's "Macbeth", as 

played Mifune. Sentence (D) continues by speaking about the director's post- Shakespearean 

invention.  

 

40. The answer is option (a) ADCB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the latest budget being presented by Yaswant Sinha. Sentence A is the correct 

continuing sentence after 1 as it states the purpose of the budget, sentence D then continues 

as it states the initiatives also announced along with the budget, lastly sentences C and B 

conclude by further elaborating the features of the budget. Therefore we can see that this 

option forms the most correct narrative passage and is therefore the answer. 

 

41. The error is in option (c). Option (c) should be‖ has designed buildings ―  

 

42. The error is in option (c).  In option (c) the punctuation of a comma after the word "enjoyable" 

is missing. 

 

43. The error is in option (a). In option (a) ―nineteen hundreds‖ can be 1900‘s. 

 

44. The error is in option (c). In option (c) ―so that he should" is to be replaced by ―so that he can‖, 

as this agrees with the tense of the sentence. 

 

45. The error is in option (a). In option (a) ―seeks a modification of" should be ―seeks to modify‖. 

 

46. The correct option is (a).Options (b), (c) and (d) are all incorrect as either the punctuation is 

excluded and the word ―to‖ should be replaced by ―of‖ which is more correct. 

 

47. The correct option is (b). Options (a), (c) and (d) are all in correct as the tense is incorrect in 

sentences, in option (b) the word "contingent" means "dependant" and is correct in the context 

of the given sentence. 

 

48. The correct option is (b).  Options (a), and (d) can be ruled out as they are both incorrect 

whereas option (b) is correct and is the answer because "mercurial" is opposite in meaning to 

'stolid". 

 

49. The correct option is (c). Options (a), (b) and (d) are all in correct whereas option (c) is correct 

as "the vast reaches of the ocean" is the correct usage. 

 

50. The answer is option (b). Options (a),(c) and (d ) are incorrect, whereas option (b) fits into the 

context of the given sentence and is therefore the answer.      

 

Exercise 4(A) 
 
1.       ABYSMAL means very deep. 'Eternal" means 'existing forever'. 'External' means 'on the 

Outside' ;     'sweet' means 'pleasing'. Therefore, option(a) bottomless is the correct choice. 

 

2.      IRKSOME means causing annoyance. 'Few', 'tireless' and 'lazy' do not mean the same as 

irksome. Therefore, option(c) tedious, which means ' boring', is the correct choice. 
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3.    ANTEDILUVIAN means ' extremely old and antiquated'. Antagonistic, which means 'hostile'; 

impatient and cruel are not similar in meaning to the given word. Therefore, option(c) primitive, 

which means ' relating to the earliest times in history', is the correct choice. 

 

4.      MALADROIT means 'inefficient or clumsy'. Malicious, which means harmful, clever and 

unlucky are not similar in meaning to the given word. Therefore, option(b) tactless is the 

correct choice. 

 

5.      OPTIMUM means ' most conducive for a favourable outcome'. Hopeful, fragrant and far-

sighted are not similar in meaning to the given word. Therefore, option(b) right quantity is the 

correct choice.  

 

6.     RUSTIC means ' having the simplicity and charm that is considered typical of the countryside".  

        Humourous, conservative and interior are not similar in meaning to the given word. Therefore,     

        option(a) villager is the correct choice. 

 

7.      BREVITY means 'concise and exact use of words'. Cowardice,  strength and oddity are not 

opposite in meaning to the given word. Therefore, option(b) verbosity, which means 

'expressed in more words than needed' is the correct choice. 

 

8. AFFLUENT means 'wealthy' . Tongue-tied, laconic, which means 'using very few words‘, and 

lean are not opposite in meaning to the given word. Therefore, option(c) poor is the correct 

choice. 

 

9.      DEFUNCT means 'no longer existing or functioning'. Harmless, conversant and frustrating are 

  not opposite in meaning to the given word. Therefore, option(a) extant, which means 'still in  

  existence' is the correct choice.  

 

10.   GREGARIOUS means 'sociable'. Happy, greedy and incredible are not opposite in meaning to  

 the given word. Therefore, option(c) recluse, which means  'favouring a solitary life', is the 

correct choice. 

 

11.   COEVAL means 'contemporary'. Plentiful, immodest and hot are not opposite in meaning to 

the given word. Therefore, option(a) preceding is the correct choice.  

 

12.    INTRINSIC means 'belonging naturally'. Eccentric means 'slightly strange', potent means 

'having great power' and vindictive means 'having desire for revenge'. Acquired means ' 

learned or developed' . Therefore, option(c) is the correct choice. 

 

13.   Yodel - a form of singing; Yokel - an unsophisticated country person. Yodel, yowl and scream 

are all associated with sound or voice, therefore (b) yokel is the correct choice. 

 

14.     Respect, revere and worship are various ways of expressing admiration. Therefore, (d) believe   

          is the correct choice. 

 

15.    Sword, arrow and trident are weapons that can be held in one's hands while assaulting an 

enemy; an arrow has to be shot through a bow. Therefore, (b) arrow is the correct choice. 

 

16.    Man, drone and bull belong to the masculine gender. Bison is the N. American buffalo and is  

          used to refer to both the genders. Therefore, option(c) is the correct choice. 

 

17.    Inch, length and mile are units of measurement, length is a measurement. Therefore, option(c)  

         length is the answer. 

 

18.    Lupine- like a wolf, Cervine- like a deer, Feline-  like a cat, Proline- an amino acid which is a 

constituent of most proteins. Therefore,  option(d) is the answer.   

                          

19. ―The fear" is singular. Therefore, (b) is the correct option; (c) can be and (d) will be do not fit     

grammatically. 
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20.    'Wiped out' means "destroyed'. (a) Wiped out, (c) wiped over and (d) wiped up do not agree 

with the context of the sentence and therefore cannot be used to fill in the blank. 

 

21.     (c) had been is the correct choice as it agrees with the context of the sentence and itr explores  

          a wish. (a) should be indicates the future tense. (b) were indicates the present tense and (d)           

would have been indicates a probability in the past. 

 

22     Between is the correct answer as it is the right usage. (a) Among can be used when speaking 

about more than two people. (b) about and (d) from do not agree with the context of the given 

sentence. 

 

23.    (b) Had not signed it is the correct choice as it agrees with the tense of the sentence. Options          

(a) ,(c) and (d) do not agree with the tense of the given sentence. 

 

24.     (c) familiar with is the correct answer as it means to be acquainted  with. Options (a), (b) and 

(d) do not agree with the context of the given sentence and therefore cannot be used to fill in           

the blank. 

 

25.   (b) aptitude for is the correct answer as it tells us that he was more interested in business than           

he was in salaried jobs , therefore he started a shop. 

 

26. (c) is the correct choice. 2 speaks about coins as mode of payment.  5 follows 2 as it speaks 

about the coins being too heavy. 4 follows as it gives an alternate mode for payment. 1 and 3 

follow in the order as they  speak about the alternate- rupee notes.  

 

27. (b) is the correct choice. 2, 3 and 4 speak about the many correspondents whom the writer 

had thanked but their names could not be printed as they were numerous.1 speaks about a list 

of  books which are spoken about in 5. 

 

28.    (b) is the correct choice. 4 introduces the subject "the Arabic desert", 1 tells us about speaks 

about this desert as being full of sand and rock. 3 continues by speaking about the sand being 

very hot during daytime. 5and 2 continue by speaking about the water springs present in the 

desert. 

 

29.     (a) is the correct choice. 4 and 5 speak about doing a task well and better than anyone else.3 

gives an example for a task performed better than anyone else. 1 continues by citing another 

example. 2 acts as an introduction to the whole statement. 

 

30.    (d) is the correct choice.3 speaks about the popularity of holidays among school boys.  2 

continues by saying that holidays are desirable too. As holidays are popular and desirable, 5 

says that they are welcomed with joy. 1 and then 4 speak about the necessity of convincing 

school boys of the importance of working  and studying to earn their holidays. 

 

31.    (c) Constantly, which means always, is the correct choice. (b) frequently means at short        

intervals, (d) enigmatically means mysteriously and (a)occasionally means irregularly, 

therefore (a), (b) and (d) cannot fill in he given blank. 

 

32. (b) noncommittal , which means without any committment, is the correct choice. Candid means 

frank and synthetic means having truth. As they could not decide, they could not be candid or         

synthetic or firm in their reply. 

 

33. (c) Enervated , which means drained of energy, is the correct choice. Sedulous means 

showing dedication , evasive means avoiding commitment  and nervous means agitated or 

alarmed. Therefore (a),(b) and (d) cannot be used to fill in the given blank. 

 

34. Medicinal means "having healing properties".Analogous means "comparable in some 

respects". Porous means having pores".(b) Sopofiric means "inducing drowsiness or sleep". 

Therefore (b) is the correct choice. 
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35.     Pompous means grand. Impulsive means "acting on an impulse". Optimistic means hopeful.          

(d) Versatile means " able to perform many activities" , this explains why the uncle can do            

everything.Therefore (d) is the answer. 

 

36. Grand, interesting and emancipated (set free) do not agree with the context of the sentence. 

Garrulous means very talkative, this explains why they had to escape from the old man. 

therefore (b) is the correct choice. 

 

37. Benediction means a blessing. Emancipation means "freeing from slavery". Investiture means           

" investing a person with honour or title". (d) Amnesty means the same as the given statement             

and is the answer. 

38. Patenting means "gaining the sole right over an invention to make, use or sell the same". 

Adaptation is  "the process of adapting". Copying is the process of making a copy. (c)           

Plagiarism is what the given statement is talking about , therefore (c) is the correct choice. 

 

39.     Archipelago is a group of islands. Gorge is a narrow valley. Inundation is a flood.(b) Lagoon is  

          a lake of sea water.So (b) is the correct choice. 

 

40.    Graphology is the study of handwriting. Morphology is the study of forms of living organisms. 

Aneroid means "relating to a barometer". Horology is the study of making watches,  

          therefore (d) is the answer. 

 

41. Ballot is the process by which people vote secretly. Electorate is "people in a country entitled  

to vote". Graffiti is "unauthorised drawing or writing in a public place". Fanchise is the right to 

vote. Therefore (c) is the answer. 

 

42. Maverick is an unorthodox person. Metaphysics is philosophy concerned with being and 

knowing. Neophyte is a person who is new to a subject. (d) Hypochondriac is a person who is  

          abnormally conscious about his health. Therefore, (d) is the answer. 

 

43.     The relationship between the words in the given analogy is " the nation and its national 

animal". 

          In (a) lion is not the national animal of India, (c) and(d) cannot be considered. (b) is the answer  

          as llama is the national animal of Tibet.  

 

44.     The given analogy is oil:well; oil is obtained from an oil well. Similarly, coal is obtained from a           

mine. therefore, (c) coal:mine is the answer.  

 

45.     In the given analogy, , a centaur is a creature with the torso and head of a human (man) and 

the body of  a horse. Similarly, a mermaid is a creature with the head and torso of a 

human(woman) and the body of a fish. Therefore, (b) is the answer. 

 

46.     The given analogy is temperature : pressure. The answer is (c) isotherm:isobar; isotherm is a           

line on a map connecting points having the same temperature. Isobar is  a line on the map           

connecting points having the same atmospheric pressure. 

  

47.    The given analogy is shiver:cold. One shivers with cold and shudders with fear.One does not 

fight with bravery , one fights bravely. Therefore, (b) shudder:fear is the correct choice.  

 

48. Sun : solar; solar means pertaining to the sun. Similarly, terrestrial means pertaining to the           

earth. Therefore, (a) is the answer. 

 

49.     A symphony is the brain child of a composer amd a cathedral is the brain child of an architect. 

Therefore. (b) architect: cathedral is the correct choice. 

 

50.     Ophthalmology is the study of treatment of disorders of the eye. Cardiology is the study of the           

diseases of the heart. The given analogy is eye: heart. therefore,the correct choice is (c) 

oiphthalmology: cardiology. 
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51. (a) Concentrate is the correct choice. 'Focus' can also be considered but 'concentrate is a 

better option. "Aim on', 'specify on' and 'target on' are not acceptable as they are 

grammatically           wrong. 

 

52. (b) Balance is the correct option. 'position of balance', 'likelihood of balance' , 'schedule of           

balance' and 'equilibrium of balance' do not make sense with respect to the passage whereas '           

balance of payments' does. 

 

53.    (a) Satisfactory is the correct choice.  Affiliate means 'to connect officially'; reasonable means 

'sensible'; incremental means 'additional ' and extant means 'still in existence'; (b),(c),(d), and          

(e) cannot be used to describe the development of agriculture. 

54. (a)  adequate is the correct choice as reasonable, incremental, consistent (unchanging over 

time) and satisfactory cannot be used to describe the market whereas 'adequate'  does. 

  

55. (b) Burdening is the correct choice. Loading, taking, ceding, and breaking do not fit into the 

context of the given sentence. 

 

56. (a) Majority is the correct choice as it conveys the idea that in low income countries a large 

portion of the labour force works on farms. Part, portion, minority and whole do not convey the 

same sense. 

 

57. (c) Productivity  is the correct choice, it means 'quality of producing something' .Productivity of  

          the farms has to increase in order to ensure overall growth. Efficacy, input , income and growth     

          do not refer to the farms'  ability to produce greater yields. 

 

58. (a) Expanding is the correct choice as it is mentioned that development plans have tended to           

concentrate on industrial investment and this indicates that the industrial sector is growing into           

a larger sector, exploring newer vistas. Burgeoning (increasing), booming, growing and           

flourishing do not convey the same sense. 

 

59.    (e) Rapid is the correct choice as it means 'at great speed', development requires growth at a           

fast pace. Amazing, an, all-round and outgrowth cannot convey the same sense. 

 

60.    (d) Concomitant is the correct choice, it means associated or accompanying; industrial growth           

has to be accompanied with agricultural development , the reason for this is given in the 

following sentences. Previous, committed, consistent (unchanging) and similar, when used, do          

not convey the idea of simultaneous growth. 

 

Exercise 4(B) 
 

1. The correct answer is option (c) CBAD. From the given sentences we can see that the 

sentences talk about the different use of the words ‗probable‘ and ‗probability‘, sentence C is 

the next sentence that follows in continuity to sentence 1 as it elaborates on the use of the 

word probability. Sentence B then follows by stating that there are other contexts for the use of 

the word, and then sentences A and D conclude by stating the degrees and theories of 

probability. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most narrative paragraph and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

2. The correct answer is option (a) BCAD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the origin of the story, sentence B is the correct continuing sentence after 

sentence 1 as it continues by speaking of children and says that during the development of 

any child there comes a time when for his stories he desires the magical, mystical characters 

of knights, fairies. Sentence C then follows by stating that for our love for stories we are 

indebted to literature. Sentence A then continues that wherever primitive men are found we 

see them gathering around the story teller, and lastly sentence D concludes by stating that in 

the halls of our ancestors the tale bring is always the most welcome of all guests.  
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3. The correct answer is option (b) ADBC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the CESC and the primary factors behind the company‘s liquidity problems. 

Sentence A is the correct continuing sentence as it then elaborates the receivables from 

CESC, sentence D then follows by stating that that the company buys its power from WBSEB 

and then sentence B and lastly sentence C conclude by stating that it is only when the project 

at Budge Budge comes through that this problem can be solved, therefore we can see that this 

option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as compared 

to the other options and is therefore the answer. 

 

4. The correct answer is option (d) BADC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the request of the exchange for personal covenants, from its shareholders 

in the form of indemnity bonds. Sentence B is the correct continuing sentence after 1 as it 

explains that this will only apply when the members fail to clear their outstanding dues, next 

sentences A and D then continue by stating the reason that the NSE took such a measure. 

Lastly sentence C then concludes by stating that members from Mumbai and Calcutta, have 

protested against the exchanges move. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph in correct sequence and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

5. The correct answer is option (b) ACDB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the consumer reactions and their measurements in the market context, 

Sentence A is the next continuing sentence as it states that companies balk at the thought of 

the data required, sentence C and then D continue with stating the ways that data can be 

collected and from where, lastly sentence B then concludes by stating that certain qualities 

have to be taken into consideration. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

sequence forms the most narrative sequence as compared to the other options and is 

therefore the answer.  

 

6. The correct answer is option (c) CBDA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the lack of importance given by the government to local products. Sentence 

C is the correct continuing sentence as it then states that finally the other economies in the 

world are being acknowledged, sentence B and D both then continue by stating that instead of 

just complaining we are finally now planning to promote our own products also that we are a 

country that sells dreams unfortunately to our own countrymen. Lastly sentence A then 

concludes by asking the pertinent question of whether the issue is to sell the made in India 

label or sell the products. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its sequence 

does form the moat narrative sequence as compared to the other options and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

7. The correct answer is option (a) BDAC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the breadth of experimentation and its relationship to the degree of 

unknowability that confronts the firm, sentence B is the correct continuing sentence as it states 

that the more experimentation the faster a company can understand precisely which strategies 

are likely to work, sentences D and A then follow by stating that the best way to create wealth 

for employees and stockholders. And lastly sentence C states that we should spend less time 

working on strategy as a thing and more time to understand the things that give rise to it. 

Therefore we can see that this option forms the most narrative sequence as compared to the 

others and is therefore the answer. 

 

8. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the error is that the word ―the‖ is missing after the word 

matter, also a comma is needed after the word most. 

 

9. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the word ―strengthen‖ should be replaced by the word 

―strengthens‖ as we are talking about muscles and neural connections which are plural words 

whereas the word strengthen should be used for singular words. 

 

10. The error is in option (a). In option (a) the punctuation mark of a comma is missing and should 

be included after the word ―farther‖ and before the word ―as.‖ 
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11. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the words ―is not guaranteed‖ can be replaced by ― does 

not guarantee‖  

 

12. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the words ―correctly prophesy‖ can be replaced by the 

words ― prophesy correctly‖  

 

13. The correct answer is option (b). The given analogy is guillotine: execution, here the 

relationship between the two is that one is the use of the other, the word guillotine was used 

for execution at the time of the French revolution. Option (a) yardarm :ship, here the 

relationship is that yardarm is the outer part of a ships yard and so we can see that the 

relationship here is not similar to that of the above given words. Option (c) awl : hole, here the 

relationship is not similar to the above given words as awl is used for indenting leather, option 

(d) hanging :rope, here a rope is not only used for hanging but for various other uses. Option 

(b) cycle : transportation, here the relationship is similar to the above given analogy as a cycle 

is used for transportation . 

 

14. The correct answer is option (b) glider: aeroplane. The given pair of words is yawl: ship where 

the relationship is that one is a smaller version of the other. Option (a) raft: air, here the 

relationship is not similar to that of the above given pair of words as a raft is filled with air and 

is not a smaller version of the other, option (c) behemoth: mammoth, here the relationship 

between the two is that one is a very large animal and so is the other, option (d) cart: barrow, 

here too the relationship is not similar to that to the above as one is used by hand and has two 

wheels and one has four wheels and is drawn by horses. Option (b) glider: aeroplane here the 

relationship is similar to the above given analogy as a glider is a small aircraft, therefore this 

option is the answer. 

 

15. The correct answer is option (d) restive: restless. The given pair of words is yokel: rustic, here 

the relationship between the two is that of synonyms as both yokel and rustic mean 

unsophisticated, associated with country life or a country bumpkin. Option (a) loud: 

understated, here are both antonyms as loud means strongly audible and understated means 

restrained. Option (b) dear: inexpensive here both words are unrelated, option (c) demure: 

demur here the relationship is that of antonyms as one means to be quiet or composed and 

one is to raise objections. Option (d) restive: restless, here the relationship is that of synonyms 

as both mean fidgety, therefore this analogy is similar in relationship to the above given pair of 

words and is therefore the answer. 

 

16. The correct answer is option (b) disinterest: zest. The given pair of words is ennui: interest, 

here the relationship is that of antonyms, as here ennui means boredom or lack of interest and 

interest means holding ones attention. Option (a) jaded: perky, here the relationship is that 

one means worn out and the other means perky, option (c) rest: gambol, here the relationship 

is that one means playful and the other sedentary. Option (d) boredom: frolic, here too the 

relationship is that one is lack of interest and one is cheerful. Option (b) disinterest: zest, on 

the other hand is the same as the above given relationship as disinterest means lack of 

interest and zest means interest, therefore the relationship is similar to that of the above given 

pair of words and is the answer. 

 

17. The correct answer is (c) comeliness: rancid. The given pair of words is pulchritude: putrid, 

here the relationship is that of antonyms as pulchritude means purity and putrid rottenness, 

option (a) rottenness: fester, here the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean to get 

rotten or waste away and option (b) pusillanimity: cowardice , here the relationship is that both 

are synonyms as both mean afraid or fearful, option (d) beauty :attractiveness, here too both 

mean nice to look at or pleasant in appearance, and both are synonyms. Option (c) 

comeliness :rancid are both antonyms as comeliness means attractive and rancid rotten so 

here too the relationship is similar to that of the above given analogy and is therefore the 

answer. 
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18. The correct answer is option (d) suo :mota. The given analogy is avant: garde, here the 

relationship is that both words mean something, option (a) sine: die, option (b) haute: couture 

and option (c) bete: noire, all mean something, whereas option (d) suo : mota does not mean 

any word in particular and is therefore dissimilar in relationship to the other words and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

19. The correct answer is option (b) lackadaisical: pathetic. The given pair of words is hermetic 

:impervious, here the relationship between the two is that both are synonyms as both mean 

untouched or unaffected. Option (a) kinetic :motile here too the relationship is that of 

synonyms, option (c) materialistic :worldly, here the relationship is that of synonyms as both 

mean interested in money, and option (d) perambulatory :mobile, here again are synonyms as 

both mean moving or able to move. Option (b) lackadaisical :pathetic, here the relationship is 

not that of synonyms as lackadaisical means laid back or unaffected and pathetic means one 

who arouses the emotion of pity, therefore this analogy is dissimilar to the above given pair of 

words and is therefore the answer. 

 

20. The correct answer is option (a) wench :protected. The given pair of words is clinch 

:secure, here the relationship between the two words is that of synonyms as both clinch and 

secure mean to make sure. Option (b) flinch :wince, here the relationship between the words is 

that of synonyms again as both mean a sudden movement made out of pain, option (c) pinch : 

pilfer, here too the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean to steal, and lastly sentence 

(d) cinch :sash, here both mean a belt of sorts and so we can see that all of the above have 

the same relationship of being synonyms. Option (a) wench: protected, here the relationship is 

not similar to that of the above as both do not mean the same thins wench is a young girl and 

protected means safe from danger. So we can see that the relationship between the two is that 

of disconnected words and so this is the answer. 

 

21. The correct answer is option (d) oscillate: supplicate. The given pair of words is careen: sway, 

here the relationship between the two is that both are synonyms as both mean to move 

directions, option (a) veer: verve, here the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean to 

turn or move abruptly, option (b) lean: tilt, here again are synonyms as both mean to move 

directions to one side, and lastly option (c) waver: vary, which mean to change or be unsteady 

are again synonyms and are again similar in relationship to the above given words. Option (d) 

oscillate: supplicate on the other hand is dissimilar in relationship to the above given pair of 

words and is therefore the answer. 

 

22. The correct answer is option (a) noisome: silence. The given pair of words is dissolute: morals, 

here the relationship between the words is that both are antonyms as dissolute means one 

who does not have any morals and morals means values. Option (b) dowdy: resplendence, 

here the relationship is of antonyms as one means shabby and one means very well dressed 

or showy. Option (c) distraught: equanimity, here the relationship is that of antonyms as 

distraught means distressed and equanimity means calm, so the relationship between the two 

is that of antonyms, option (d) rude: a manner once again the relationship is that of antonyms 

as rude means impolite and manners means having courtesy. Option (a) noisome :silence, 

here the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean quiet, therefore this set of words is 

dissimilar to the above given ones and is therefore the answer. 

 

23. The error is in option (d). In option (d) ―kneeled‖ should be replaced by ―knelt‖  

 

24. The correct answer is option (b). In option (b) the word ―on ― is repeated twice and should be 

only once. 

 

25. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the word ―who‖ should be replaced by the word ―that‖  

 

26. The error is in option (c). In option (c) ―that these‖ can be replaced by ―that they‖ 

 

27. The error is in option (c). In option (c) ― before deciding ― can be replaced by ―before it 

decided‖ 
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28. The correct answer is option (a). In option (b), is incorrect as the use of the words "which they" 

are grammatically wrong, option (c) the punctuation of a comma is not required and option (d) 

here too the option is incorrect as again the punctuation is not required and also the use of the 

words "which they "are in correct. 

 

29. The correct option is (a). In option (b) , option (c) where the punctuation of the comma is not 

required and option (d) again the punctuation is not required, option (a) appeasing , which 

means making or keeping another happy or satisfied is the correct option and is the answer. 

 

30. The correct answer is option (c). Options (a), option (b) which is grammatically incorrect and 

option (d) which is also not as correct can be ruled out as the answer, whereas option (c) 

usually, which means more often then not is the correct answer. 

 

31. The correct answer is option (d). Option (a) "was easier", does not make sense in the context 

of the given sentence, option (b) is not as correct an option as (d) and option (c) is 

grammatically incorrect, on the other hand option (d) is grammatically correct and concise and 

is the answer. 

 

32. The correct answer is option (c). Option (c) is the most correct as presidential system of 

governing is correct as compared to the other options. 

 

33. The correct answer is option (c) CDBA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the European Union, sentence C is the correct opening sentence as it begins by 

stating that the latest public opinion shows that the Germans are not part of a distrustful 

minority. Sentences D and then B continue in the same vein as they then continue by stating 

that the trouble is around the corner as the EU know that they cannot put of monetary union 

any longer, lastly sentence A then concludes that the interest rates will damage economies 

further. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its sequence forms the most 

narrative paragraph, as compared to the other options. 

 

34. The correct answer is option (b) ADCB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is that wooing of institutional investors is part science and part art. Sentence 

A is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that with both state owned and 

private corporations floundering the next alternative is to woo international investors. Sentence 

D and then C follows in continuity by stating that choosing the right kind of investment bankers 

to manage GDR issue is critical. Lastly sentence B then suggests the use of specialists to 

make the task of sourcing much easier. Therefore we can see that this option is the most 

correct and narrative when read in its respective sequence as compared to the other options 

and so is the answer. 

 

35. The correct answer is option (c) CDAB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the physical laws that are expressed in mathematics, sentence C is the 

correct opening sentence as it states that heavenly bodies obey various physical laws. 

Sentences D and then A elaborate further the laws and their uses and lastly sentence B 

concludes by stating that the conic then determine the paths of the cooling bodies. Therefore 

we can see that this option is the most narrative when read in its respective sequence as 

compared to the others and is therefore the answer. 

 

36. The correct answer is option (b) CABD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the psychological movement of thoughts, and their relevance, sentence C 

is the correct opening sentence as it opens by stating that there are some laws governing 

reverie. Sentence A then continues by stating that sequence of thoughts is significant and 

some make use of it to judge a person's character. Sentence B and then D conclude by stating 

that if a persons character is known then one can penetrate into a persons stream of 

consciousness, and that insight into peoples characters is the basis of the literary technique in 

the novel Ulysses. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most correct narrative 

sequence and is therefore the answer. 
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37. The correct answer is option (a) ACDB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is a prank pulled by employees of a company. Sentence A is the correct 

opening sentence as it states that if the company where you are is involved in an ISO 9000, 

then you definitely have no idea what it is, sentence C then follows in continuity by elaborating 

on the theory behind it, sentence D and then B concludes by stating the idea behind the theory 

and lastly by stating that the way the prank was pulled. Therefore we can see that this option 

when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as compared to the 

other options and is therefore the option. 

 

38. The correct answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the unprofessionally managed infrastructure coupled with slow moving 

bureaucracy. Sentence A opens by stating the factors that are impending exports, sentence B 

and C then continue by stating that that a company has decided to shift investments from India 

to China and Malaysia, and that if the government wants India to become a leading industrial 

nation then it will have to develop infrastructure on a war footing, lastly sentence D then 

concludes that the government should make efforts to send out the right signals to global 

investors. Therefore we can see that this sequence when read is correct in continuity and 

forms the most narrative paragraph as compared to the other options and is the answer. 

 

39. The correct answer option is (d) BACD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is that behaviours are rooted in socio-cultural norms, and other factors and 

must be changed in order for them to accept and use the vaccine. Sentence B is the correct 

opening sentence as it states that peoples intelligence, rationality and self interest are rooted 

in socio-cultural norms, sentence A then C continues in the same vein by stating that beliefs 

state that all new drugs are dangerous until they have been in the market for about ten years 

and on the other hand if you held a belief about changing you would do other things. Sentence 

D then lastly concludes by stating that according to the second strategy of changing you would 

assume that norms and values had to be changed in addition to making then public. Therefore 

we can see that this option follows in continuity forming the most narrative paragraph and is 

therefore the answer.  

 

40. The correct answer is option (c) BACD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the goals of team building activities. Sentence B is the correct opening 

sentence as it states the objectives of team building, sentences A and then C then continue by 

elaborating the misunderstandings and that the organisational reward structures encourage 

this behaviour. Lastly sentence D then concludes by stating that development methods should 

instead provide ways of increasing intergroup communication and co-operation. This option 

when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as compared to the 

other options and is therefore the answer. 

 

41. The correct answer is option (a). Options (b) the word "sated" is incorrect and cannot be used 

in the context of the given sentence, option (c) and (d) are incorrect and cannot be used in the 

context of the given sentence. Option (a) which states that their bodies might still want/crave 

more fits most correctly in the context of the given sentence and is therefore the answer. 

 

42. The correct answer is option (b). Option (a)"people of all types" is incorrect as from the given 

sentence we can see that the people in focus are teenagers and young adults and so people 

of all types is not correct in the context of the given sentence. Option (c) "the yuppies" here 

again the words are incorrect as yuppies are young urban professionals and not teenagers, 

option (d) " credit card holders", here again does not fit into the context of the given sentence 

as this specifies credit card holders only. Option (b)"people in the prime of life" here this option 

is correct as people in the prime of life refer to teenagers and young adults, so this is the 

answer. 

 

43. The correct answer is option (c). Option (a) does not make sense at all, option (b) is not as 

correct as option (c), and option (d) again is not correct as the past problems could not 

transform into child care lessons as the past problems are not specified. Option (c) is the 

correct option as it states that the children can learn invaluable lessons from their 

grandmother, therefore this is the answer. 
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44. The correct answer is option (a). Option (b) here this option states that the good guys should 

decide to change for the better, here this is incorrect as it is the good guys who are the ones 

with the civility and do not need to change. Option (c) this option states that if the good guys 

want it too, which is again incorrect as again good guys would always want civility to be 

spread around. Option (a) is the most correct option as it states that the quality of civility will 

flourish only if the nice guys decide to spread it around which is apt as the good guys can be 

an example for others to follow. 

 

45. The correct answer is option (d). Option (a) is incorrect as if the individual has cancer they 

cannot decide themselves to live on for a few more years, option (b) again is incorrect as if a 

person has cancer they have no choice but to  live until the disease permits them. Option (c) is 

not in the sense of the sentence and so can be ruled out. Option (d) is the most correct option 

as it states that she will try to make the most of the time she has left and enjoy her life as much 

as she can. 

 

46. The correct answer is (b). Options (a), (c) and (d) are incorrect as in each of the sentences the 

punctuation is incorrect or the words feature and profile are used together which are incorrect 

grammatically, option (b) on the other hand is the most concise and correct and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

47. The correct answer is (d). Options (a), (b) and (c) are not as correct as option (d) which is most 

correct and concise and is therefore the answer. 

 

48. The correct answer is option (b). Option (b) is the most correct in grammar and tense, and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

49. The correct answer is option (c). Options (a), (b) and (d) are in correct as far as grammar and 

punctuation are concerned whereas option (c) is the most correct and concise and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

50. The correct answer is option (a). Options (b), (c) and (d) are not as correct grammatically as 

sentence (a) which is the answer.    

  

Exercise 5(A) 
 

1. The answer is option (c). The given word is admonition, which means to reprove or warn or 

give earnest advice. Option (a) speech; option (b) guilt, which means feeling of having 

committed a specified offence and option (d) firmness, means stern, we can see that none are 

similar to the given word. Option (c) warning, which means admonish or tell forcefully, is 

closest in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (a) faultless. The given word is impeccable, which means faultless, or 

without flaw, not liable to sin or having faults. Option (b) rough, option (c) barren which means 

bare and option (d) keen, which means eager, mean the same as the above given word. On 

the other hand option (a) faultless, which means free from error or fault is closest in meaning 

to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (b) denounce. The given word is deprecate, which means express 

disapproval. Option (a) lesson, option (c) devalue, which means reduce the value and option 

(d) annoy, which means to make angry, none of the above are similar in meaning to the given 

word. Whereas option (b) reprove, which means to rebuke, is similar in meaning to the given 

word, hence the answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (b) foolishness. The above given word is inanity, which means silly, 

senseless or foolish. Option (a) anonymity, means unknown name, option (c) swamp, means 

to overwhelm and option (d) cruelty, which means lacking kindness are not similar in meaning 

to the above given word. On the other hand option (b) foolishness which means silly or, 

senseless is the similar in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 
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5. The answer is option (d) bury. The given word is inter which means bury. Option (a) carry, 

option (b) interfere, means to hinder or get in the way and option (c) speak none of these are 

similar to the given word whereas option (d) bury, which means the same as the given word, 

hence the answer. 

 

6. The answer is option (a) responsive. The given word is amenable which means responsive, 

option (b) prominent, means important, option (c) curious means inquisitive and option (d) 

tolerant, which means enduring or patient of the other so none are similar to the given word. 

On the other hand option (a) responsive, which means amenable is the same in meaning as 

the given word, hence the answer. 

 

7. The answer is option (c) mortification. The given word is chagrin, which means acute vexation 

or mortification, option (a) intuition, means immediate insight, option (b) tolerance which 

means enduring or patient and option (d) despair, which means hopeless or without hope, 

none of these are similar to the given word. On the other hand option (c) mortification, which 

means to feel ashamed or humiliated, is closest in meaning to the given word, hence the 

answer. 

 

8. The answer is option (d) abundance. The given word is dearth, which means scarcity or lack. 

Option (a) scarcity, means lack and is similar in meaning to the above, option (b) quietness, 

which means silence and option (c) birth, none of the above mean the opposite to the above 

given word. Whereas option (d) abundance, which means plenty is most opposite in meaning 

to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

9. The answer is option (b) alien. The given word is indigenous, which means belonging naturally 

to a place. Option (a) disgusting, means arousing aversion, option (c) earthy, which means 

unrefined and option (d) native which means a person born in a particular place, none of the 

above mean the opposite of the above given word. Whereas option (b) alien, which means not 

from a country or one from a foreign place is opposite in meaning to the given word, hence the 

answer. 

 

10. The answer is option (b) concrete. The above given word is amorphous, which means 

shapeless or non-crystalline. Option (a) opaque, means not transmitting light, option (c) 

undefined, means with no definition, and option (d) partial which means not total, none of the 

above are opposite in meaning to the above given word. Option (b) concrete, which means 

specific or definite is the most opposite in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

11. The answer is option (d) penury. The given word is opulence, which means wealth, or riches 

and grandeur. Option (a) wealth, means riches, option (b) laziness, means not hard working 

and option  (c) shame, means a feeling of humiliation, therefore we can see that none of the 

above are opposite to the given word. On the other hand, option (d) penury which means 

poverty is opposite in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

12. The answer is option (a) careless. The given word is discrete, which means cautious or 

careful, option (b) continuous, means uninterrupted or unbroken. Option (c) sticking and option 

(d) separate, means not together, therefore we can see that none of the above mean the 

opposite to the given word. Option (a) careless on the other hand which means not careful and 

is opposite in meaning to the given word is the answer. 

 

13. The answer is option (b) yielding. The given word is cohesive which means sticking together. 

Option (a) detached, means unattached to something, option (c) sticking, means attached to 

something and option (d) keen, means eager, therefore we can see that none of the above 

mean the opposite to the given word. Option (b) yielding which means pliable or easy to 

detach is opposite in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

14. The answer is option (d) folly. The given word is acumen, which means intelligence or 

aptitude. Option (a) greediness, option (b) cleverness, which means one who is clever and 

option (c) argument, none of these are similar to the given word. Whereas option (d) folly, 
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which means foolishness or mistake is almost opposite in meaning to the given word and is 

the answer. 

 

15. The answer is option (a) army. The given word is (b) corps, which means a main subdivision of 

an army, option (c) brigade, means a subdivision of the army and option (d) company, means 

a subdivision of the army, therefore we can see that all of the above are similar in relationship. 

Option (a) army, on the other hand which means an entire security force of a nation is 

dissimilar in relationship to the above given word, hence the answer. 

 

16. The answer is option (a) oculist. Options (b), (c) and (d) are all specialists of nerves, diet and 

skin respectively, whereas option (a) oculist which means a person who checks out the eyes is 

dissimilar in relationship to the above options, hence the answer. 

 

17. The answer is option (c) 4,1,5,3,2. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the strategy involved in policy formation that shapes the future in a preferred 

direction. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that there is a 

strategy involved in policy formation. Sentences 1 and then 5 continue by stating that this 

strategy would in turn necessitate a knowledgeable and data based conceptualisation of future 

trends, and that such forecast has to be based on a careful evaluation of trends in areas 

relevant to goals. Next sentences 3 and then 2 continue by stating that though it must make an 

assessment about the future it cannot be a linear extrapolation of current trends. Therefore we 

can see that this option forms the most narrative sequence, hence the answer. 

 

18. The answer is option (b) 4,2,5,3,1. From the given sentences we can see that the topic viewed 

is the steel production of the world. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by 

stating that 80% of the world‘s steel is made in 15 countries. Sentences 2 and then 5 continue 

by stating where the steel is produced and comparing the percentage in each country. 

Sentences 3 and then 1 both conclude by stating that efficiency is measured by the energy 

used per tonne of steel used, and that China uses as much energy as Japan does. Therefore 

we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence, hence the answer. 

 

19. The answer is option (a) 3,5,1,4,2. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the difficulty faced in providing transportation services. Sentence 3 is the correct 

opening sentence as it begins by stating that the developing countries face a particularly 

difficult task of providing transportation, sentences 5 and then 1 continue in the correct 

sequence by stating the causes for this problem. Sentences 4 and then 2 then conclude by 

stating that failing to provide mass transportation costs dearly and that results in the higher 

consumption of petroleum products that in turn leads to drain of foreign exchange which 

theses countries cannot afford. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as compared to the other options, hence the 

answer. 

 

20. The answer is option (d). 3,5,2,4,1. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the little need for leadership in times of long stretches of history when social 

change was slow, sentence 3 is the correct opening sentence as it states that there were times 

when there was little need for leadership. Sentences 5 and then 2 then continue by stating that 

rapid change requires wise leadership as it further requires intellectual and political 

innovation. Sentences 4 and then 1 conclude by stating that leadership actually defines the 

need for change and political leaders then shape the priorities that move society in the 

required direction. Therefore we can see this sequence when read forms the most narrative 

paragraph as compared to the other options, hence the answer. 

 

21. The answer is option(c). 4,2,5,1,3. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the emergence of India as an independent nation. Sentence 4 is the correct 

opening sentence as it states the year that India emerged as an independent nation, 

sentences 2 and then 5 continue by recounting the economic conditions at that time in the 

country, lastly sentences 1 and then 3 end by stating that the partition further added to these 

conditions and that the government had to be concentrated to overcome these shortcomings. 
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22. The answer is option(c). Option (a), (b) and (d) are grammatically incorrect and can be ruled 

out as the answer whereas option (c) both words ‗with‘ and ‗on‘ fit correctly into the context of 

the given sentence, hence the answer. 

 

23. The answer is option (b). Option (a), (c) and (d) are grammatically incorrect in the context of 

the given sentence, whereas option (b) is the most correct as both words fit into the context of 

the given sentence, so the answer. 

 

24. The answer is option (d). Options (a), (b) and (c) can be ruled out as they are not 

grammatically correct, whereas option (d) is the most correct option, hence the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (b). Options (a), (c) and (d) are grammatically incorrect whereas in option 

(b) both words fit correctly into the given blank and therefore the answer. 

 

26. The answer is option (c). Options (a), (b) and (d) when read in the context we can see are 

incorrect, whereas option (c) both words fit into the context of the given sentence therefore the 

answer. 

 

27. The answer is option (d). Option (a), (b) and (c) are all grammatically incorrect in the context of 

the given sentence whereas option (d) is the most correct option, hence the answer. 

 

28. The answer is option (c). Options (a), (b) and (d) when seen in the context of the given 

sentence we can see that none fit as correctly as option (c), which is the answer. 

 

29. The answer is option (d) lorry : truck. The given analogy is petrol : gasoline, the relationship 

between the words is that both are highly inflammable liquids. Option (a) motor : car, here the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above given one as a motor is a machine on which a car 

runs and a car is a four wheeled vehicle. Option (b) coal : coke, here the relationship is that 

coal is the hard black carbonised matter or rock and coke is the substance left after the gases 

have been removed from coal. Option (c) torch: light, here again the relationship is dissimilar 

to that of the above. On the other hand option (d) lorry and truck are synonyms as both mean 

heavy vehicles. 

 

30. The answer is option (b) duck : drake. The given pair of words is gander : goose, here the 

relationship is that one is the male of the species and one is the female as gander is a male 

goose. Option (a) frog : tadpole, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as here 

the relationship is that one is the young of the other, option (c) lion : cub here the relationship 

is that again one is the young of the other, and lastly option (d) chicken : hen here the 

relationship is that both are synonyms. Option (b) duck :drake here the relationship is similar 

to that of the above given analogy as here to a drake is a male duck and so this is the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option(c) city : Tokyo. The given analogy is month : March, here the relationship 

between the words is that one is the name of the other. Option (a) novel : title, here the 

relationship is that a novel is a book and a title is the heading, which is not specified so here 

again we can see that the relationship is dissimilar. Option (b) cinema : name, here again the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above, option (d) play : Shakespeare, here again the 

relationship is dissimilar. Option (c) city : Tokyo here the relationship is similar to that of the 

above as here again Tokyo is the name of a city. 

 

32. The answer is option (a) help : interference. The given pair of words is attentive : officious, 

here the relationship between the two is that attentive means concentrating or heedful and 

officious means domineering or asserting ones authority aggressively. Option (b) nurse : 

doctor, here is not similar to that of the above, option (c) subject : duty, here again the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above. Option (d) citizen : authority, here too the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as citizen is a person belonging to a country and 

authority means right. On the other hand option (a) help : interference, here the relationship is 

similar to that of the above as help means to solve another problem and interference means to 

meddle in someone else's progress. Therefore we can see that this is the answer. 
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33. The answer is option (b) brain: neurology. The given pair of words is body : physiology, here 

the relationship is that one is the study of the other, as here physiology is the study of the 

body. Option (a) butterfly : etymology, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as 

etymology is the study of the world and its formation and has nothing to do with butterflies. 

Option (c) horoscope : horology, here again the relationship is dissimilar, as horology is the 

study of making clocks and horoscope is the forecast of a persons future based on a diagram 

showing the relative positions of the stars. Option  (d) animals : biology, here biology is the 

study of plants and not animals. On the other hand option (b) brain : neurology, here the 

relationship is similar as neurology is the study of the brain, therefore this option is the 

answer. 

 

34. The answer is option (c) leather : shoe. The given pair of words is diamond: necklace, here the 

relationship is that one consists of a number or quantity of the other. Option (a) pages : book, 

here too the relationship is similar to that of the above as a book is made up of a number of 

pages, option (b) flower : bouquet, here again the relationship is similar as a bouquet is made 

up of a number of flowers and lastly option (d) rooms : house is again similar to the above as a 

house is made up of a number of rooms. On the other hand we can see that option (c) leather : 

shoe, here the relationship is dissimilar, as a lot of leather does not form a shoe, therefore this 

option is the answer. 

 

35. The answer is (d) elephant : big. The given pair of words is titan: giant, here the relationship is 

that both are synonyms as both giant and titan means an important or big person. Option (a) 

maverick : nonconformist, here too the relationship is similar to that of the above as both are 

synonyms. Option (b) expert : virtuoso, here again the relationship is similar to that of the 

above as both mean persons highly skilled in art or technique. Option (c) midget : dwarf, here 

again the relationship is similar to that of the above as both mean persons who are extremely 

small or short. Therefore we can see that option is least similar to the above analogies as  (d) 

elephant : big, here both are not synonyms but big is the size characteristic of an elephant, 

therefore this is the answer. 

 

36. The answer is option (d) sharp : cone. The given pair of words is round : circle, here the 

relationship is that one is the shape of the other. Option (a) spherical : globe, here the 

relationship is similar to that of the above as a globe is spherical in shape. Option (b) oblong : 

ellipse, here the relationship is that both mean the same shape and option (c) square : 

rectangle, here again the relationship is that both mean the same thing. On the other hand we 

can see that option (d) sharp : cone, here the relationship is that neither is sharp the shape of 

a cone or are they similar, so here this option is most dissimilar to the above given ones, 

hence the answer. 

 

37. The answer is option(c) square : cube. The given pair of words is decade : score, here the 

relationship between the words is that one is double of the other, as here a score is twenty 

and a decade is ten. Option (a) triangle : hexagon, here again the relationship is similar to that 

of the above, as a triangle is a three sided figure and a hexagon is a six sided figure. Option 

(b) two : four, here again the relationship is similar to that of the above as four is the double of 

two, again option (d) mono : stereo is similar in relationship to the above as mono is one and 

stereo two, so we can see that all of the above are similar in relationship. On the other hand 

option (c) square : cube is dissimilar in relationship as both have four sides, therefore this is 

the answer. 

 

38. The answer is (d) cone : plane. The given pair of words is circle : diameter, here the 

relationship between the two is that a diameter is a line that passes through the centre of a 

circle. Option (a) square : diagonal, here again the relationship is that is similar to the above 

given one as a diagonal is a line that passes through a straight sided figure, and option (b) 

earth : equator, once again the relationship is similar to that of the above as the equator is a 

line passing through the centre of the earth. Lastly option (c) triangle : median, here the 

relationship is again similar to that of the above as a median is a line drawn from any vertex of 

a triangle, therefore we can see that here again the relationship is similar to that of the above, 

on the other hand option (d) cone : plane, where a plane is a flat surface on which a straight 

line joining any two points on it would wholly lie and cone is a solid figure with a circular plane 
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base and a tapering point, so here we can see that this relationship is dissimilar to the above, 

hence the answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (d) iconoclast. The given phrase is "one who assails traditional beliefs", 

option (a) critic, which means a person who reviews or judges merits of literary, artistic or 

musical works. Option (b) atheist, means one who does not believe in the existence of God 

and option (c) anthropologist, is the person who undertakes study of mankind, societies and 

customs, therefore we can see that none mean the same as the given phrase. Option (d) 

iconoclast, on the other hand means a person who destroys or attacks ancient religious beliefs 

and is closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is the answer. 

 

40. The answer is option (c) immigrant. The given phrase is "a person who chooses to live in a 

foreign country". Option (a) traveller, means a person who goes from one place to another, 

option (b) explorer, which means a traveller to undiscovered or unexplored territory and option 

(d) refugee is one who is taking shelter in a foreign country due to war, persecution or natural 

disaster. Therefore we can see that none of these are similar to the given phrase, whereas 

option (c) immigrant is one who resides on a permanent basis in a country other then ones 

own, and is closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is the answer. 

 

41. The answer is option (a) inquest. The given phrase is "an official inquiry into the cause of an 

unnatural death". Option (b) investigation, means a process or instance of inquiry. Option (c) 

post-mortem, means an examination made after death to ascertain its cause and option (d) 

instigation, means to provoke. Therefore we can see that none mean the same as the given 

phrase, whereas option (a) inquest which means an official inquiry by a coroners court into the 

cause of a death is therefore closest in meaning to the given phrase, hence the answer.  

 

42. The answer is option (b) juggernaut. The given phrase is " a massive moving entity". Option 

(a) miasma, means an infectious vapour. Option (c) jamboree, means a celebration and option 

(d) typhoon, means a tropical storm, therefore we can see that none the same as the given 

phrase whereas option (b) juggernaut which means a huge force or object is the similar in 

meaning to the given phrase and is the answer. 

 

43. The answer is option (c) fait accompli. The given phrase is "a happening that cannot be 

altered". Option (a) invincible, means one who cannot be defeated or overcome, option (b) 

fate, means a power regarded as predetermining events and option (d) congruence, which 

means agreement or consistency, therefore we can see that none of these are similar to the 

given phrase. Option (c) fait accompli, which means a thing that has been done and is past 

arguing or altering is most similar to the above phrase and is the answer. 

 

44. The answer is option (b) bigoted…cosmopolitan. Option (a) religious…pious, does not make 

sense in the context of the given sentence as a priesthood would obviously not have any 

objections to pious policies. Option (c) strict…liberal, again the words do not make sense in 

the context of the given sentence and option (d) enlightened…secular, again the words do not 

fit correctly into the context of the given sentence. Only option (b) both the words bigoted 

which means prejudiced and intolerant, and cosmopolitan which means knowledge from many 

parts of the world are both correct in the given sentence and are therefore the answer. 

 

45. The answer is option (c) discouragement…perniciously. Options (a) the words encouragement 

and tardily, do not fit correctly into the context of the given sentence. The word "despite" is 

used which means inspite of, here the word encouragement is used which means supporting 

or believing so both don‘t make coherent sense in the context of the sentence. Option (b) 

ridicule which means to make fun of is again not correct in the context of the given sentence, 

and option (d) both words reward and well do not make sense in the context of the sentence. 

Therefore we can see that option (c) discouragement, which means deprive of confidence and 

perniciously which means destructive both are correct in the context of the sentence and is the 

answer. 
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46. The answer is option (b) photogenic. Option (a) cursory, means hasty or hurried, option (c) 

star like, means akin to a star and option (d) triangular, all can be ruled out as they do not fit 

into the context of the given sentence. Option (b) photogenic which means a person having an 

appearance that looks pleasing in photographs is most coherent in the context of the sentence 

and is the answer. 

 

47. The answer is option (a) flamboyant. Options (b), elegant means refined or having class, 

option (c) colourful and option (d) conservative which means averse to change can all be ruled 

out as none fit into the context of the given sentence correctly. On the other hand option (a) 

flamboyant which means showy or floridly decorated is the most correct word that fits into the 

context of the given sentence, hence the answer. 

 

48. The answer is option(c) a façade. Options (a), option (b) a bogey, which means to shoot on 

one stroke over par in golf and option (d) an exterior none fit correctly into the context of the 

given sentence. Whereas option (c) a façade, which means a deceptive or outward 

appearance fits most correctly in the context of the given sentence, hence the answer. 

 

49. The answer is option (b). Option (a) through fortunate, which means lucky, option (c) with 

confident, which means self assured. Option (d) by scholarly which means, a learned person, 

do not fit in the context of the given sentence whereas option (b) against insuperable, which 

means difficulty impossible to overcome is the most coherent fit in the context of the given 

sentence and is the answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (b) ingenious. Option (a) ingenuous, means open, frank and innocent, 

option (c) apologetics means regretfully. Option (d) intermittent which means occurring at 

unequal intervals so we can see that none of the above fit correctly into the context of the 

given sentence whereas option (b) ingenious which means clever at constructing or cleverly 

contriving is the most coherent fit, hence the answer. 

 

51. The correct option is (c) I & II. From the given sentence we can see that a secretaryship was 

vacant and since there was no one to undertake the duties of the post, the individual in 

question offered his services. Option (a) I only cannot be considered as it states only sentence 

I as the answer and both II & I comprise of the answer. Option (b) II only again cannot be 

considered as the answer as both sentences I & II are the answer. Option (d) II & III cannot be 

taken as the answer is sentence III is grammatically incorrect, and option (e) III only is again 

incorrect as sentence III is incorrect and changes the entire context of the sentence. On the 

other hand option (c) I &II is the answer as it states that both the sentences are correct. 

 

52. The answer is option (c) I & II. From the given sentence we can see that a certain individual 

alienated his friends and his conduct was certainly disgraceful. Options (a) III only, is incorrect 

as sentences I and II are correct and not sentence III which is grammatically incorrect. Option 

(b) II only is again incorrect as sentence I is also correct, option (d) I & III is again incorrect as 

sentence III is incorrect. Lastly option (e) I, II & III, is also incorrect as again only sentences I 

&II are correct and not III. On the other hand option (c) I & II, is correct as both sentences are 

correct, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

53. The answer is option (c) I & II. From the give sentences we can see that the topic discussed is 

Viceroy Lord Ripon, and the fact that he was a man of broad and liberal views. Option (a) I 

only, is incorrect as it mentions that only sentence I is correct whereas both sentences I & II 

are correct. Option (b) III only is again incorrect, as sentence III is incorrect. Option (d) II & III, 

here again this option can be ruled out, as sentence III is incorrect. Option (e) I, II & III, is 

incorrect as it mentions that sentence III is correct, whereas only sentences I &II are correct. 

On the other hand option (c) I & II is correct as it states that both these sentences are correct 

which they are, therefore this is the answer. 

 

54. The answer is option (c) I & II. From the given sentence we can see that the sentence talks 

about the time when printing was started and by whom. Option (a) I, II & III is incorrect as it 

states that all the sentences are correct whereas sentence III is incorrect. Option (b) II only is 

incorrect as it states that only this sentence is correct whereas sentence I is correct as well. 
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Option (d) I only is again incorrect as it states that only this sentence is correct whereas both 

sentences I and II are correct. Option (e) I & III is again incorrect as sentence III is incorrect. 

Option (c) I &II is correct as both sentences are correct and so this is the answer. 

 

55. The answer is option(c) I & II. From the given sentence we can see that the topic discussed is 

a certain individual and the fact that this wife encouraged him and he persevered. Option (a) I 

only is the incorrect answer as it mentions that only sentence I is correct whereas both I& II 

are correct. Option (b) II only is also incorrect as it only states that sentence II is correct 

whereas both sentences I & II are correct. Option (d) III only is again incorrect as sentence III 

is grammatically incorrect. Option (e) I, II & III, here again this option can be ruled out as 

sentence III is incorrect. On the other hand option (c) I & II is The answer as it states that both 

sentences I & II are correct which they are, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

56. The answer is option (d)"if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect, but would be 

correct if interchanged. In sentence 1 an "egotist" is one who is self-centred and so in the 

context of the given sentence is incorrect. In sentence 2 the word "egoist" is self interest is the 

foundation of morality and is incorrect in the context of this sentence, therefore we can see 

that if both words are interchanged then they would be correct. 

 

57. The answer is option (b)"the use of the word in statement 2 is correct but in 1 is not". In 

sentence 1 the word "materiel" is incorrect as it means available equipment especially in 

warfare. Whereas in sentence 1 we see that it refers to a dress so the correct word would be 

"material" which means cloth or fabric. In sentence 2 the word "materiel" is correct as it refers 

to or pertains to a general and his troops. 

 

58. The answer is option (c)"the use of the words in both sentences is correct". In sentence 1, the 

word "respectfully" means showing regard or according respect, in the context of the given 

sentence where 'children should speak respectfully with their elders', this is correct, sentence 

2 the word "respectably" means presentable or befitting and in the context of the given 

sentence is correct.  

 

59. The answer is option (a)"if the use of the word in sentence 1 is correct and in 2 is not". In 

sentence 1 the word "canon" means a church decree or law so in the context of the given 

sentence where church-council is mentioned is correct. In sentence 2 the word "canon" is 

incorrect and should be replaced by the word "cannon" which means a heavy gun installed on 

a carriage or mounting from which heavy shells are fired. 

 

60. The answer is option (d)"if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be 

correct if the words were interchanged". Sentence 1 the word "immigrants" means comes as a 

permanent resident to a country other then one's native land. Sentence 2 the word " emigrant" 

refers to leaving ones country to settle in another. Therefore we can see that in the two 

sentences if the words are interchanged they will be correct. 

 

Exercise 5(B) 
 

1. The answer sequence is (d) DCBA. From the following sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the Advertising agency of M&C Saatchi, and its partners. Sentence D is the 

correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that without the clientele of British Airways the 

firm may not have survived, sentence C and then B continue by stating that the partners could 

have been anywhere in other careers. Lastly sentence A concludes by stating that one of the 

partners could have been well content to have continued in one of his passions that is 

teaching philosophy. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective 

sequence forms the most correct sequence as compared to the other options, hence the 

answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (a) CDBA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the tile exports in the last few years and the precautions taken by company's to combat 

these changes. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that most 

tile makers are daunted by piling stocks and are hoping to take advantage of the 8-10% 
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growth rates in tile exports. Sentences D and B both follow in continuity by stating that a 

certain company has spent a lot on the plant, sentence A concludes by stating that this activity 

is to help the company make its mark in the international arena. Therefore we can that this 

option when read in its sequence forms the most narrative sequence as compared to the other 

options, hence the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (a) ADCB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is how an invalid argument is proved invalid by a truth table. Sentence A is the correct opening 

sentence as it begins by stating that an invalid argument can be proved by a truth table. 

Sentences D and C then follow in continuity by elaborating on that process of identifying such 

a case and then making that assignment will suffice to prove that the argument is invalid. 

Lastly sentence B concludes by stating that if we can make such an assignment without 

constructing the entire truth table then much work will be eliminated. Therefore we can see 

that this option forms the most coherent sequence whereas the other options when read do 

not form as correct paragraphs and therefore can be ruled out as the answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (d) CBAD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic for 

discussion is the fallacy that exists that all parts of a machine are well designed because one 

or two are well designed. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating 

that this is a fallacy that all parts of a machine are the same and well designed. Sentences B 

and A then continue by stating that if we were to examine all the parts of a machine we would 

see that this is the fallacy of composition, lastly sentence D concludes by stating the mistaken 

inference in composition. Therefore we can see that this sequence forms the most narrative 

paragraph as compared to the other options, hence the answer. 

 

5. The answer is option (b) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is after a survey of domestic and multinational companies the reports that availability of raw 

materials was accorded the highest priority. Sentences B and then C follow in continuity and 

lastly sentence D concludes by stating that the reliability of supplies is very low causing 

companies to devote time and energy to maintaining the continuity of supply. Therefore we 

can see this sequence when read in its respective sequence forms the most correct and 

concise paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

6. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the word "cupsful" should be replaced by "cupful's" 

which is grammatically correct. 

 

7. The error is in option (b). In option (b) "as " should be replaced by "because". 

 

8. The error is in option (c). In option (c) "a car" should be replaced by "car" which will make the 

sentence grammatically correct. 

 

9. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the words "completely disinterested" should be replaced 

by "completely uninterested" which would be correct. 

 

10. The answer is option (c). In option (c) the words "banks merged" should be replaced by "banks 

merge", as the tense of the entire sentence is in the present and the word ‗merged‘ is past 

tense. 

 

11. The answer is option (a). Option (b), is not grammatically correct as the word "with" is missing 

after the word street, which will complete it, option (c) this option is also grammatically 

incorrect and lastly sentence (d) again is grammatically incorrect. Therefore we can see that 

option (a) is the most correct and concise and completes the sentence correctly and so is the 

answer. 

 

12. The answer is option (b). Option (a) does make sense in the context of the given sentence, 

option (c) and then lastly option (d) again do not make sense in the context of the given 

sentence. Therefore we can see that option (b) is the option that makes the most sense, hence 

the answer. 
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13. The answer is option (a). Option (b) cannot be considered, as the answer option firstly as the 

word "God" is repeated twice, also the meaning is not as correct. Option (c) does not make 

sense in the context of the given sentence as it states that "God is the embodiment of flux" and 

flux means continuous state of change. And option (d) can also be ruled out as the answer, as 

it once again does not make sense in the context of the given sentence. On the other hand 

option (a) which states that "God is constant and above all change" is the most correct 

answer. 

 

14. The answer is option (c). Option (a), (b) and (d) when read in the context of the given 

sentence do not make as much sense in the context of the given sentence as option (c) which 

completes the sentence most correctly and coherently, hence the answer. 

 

15. The answer is option (d). Options (a) the statement conflicts with the given sentence as the 

given sentence says "it makes sense for you to want to maximise them", option (b) and option 

(c) both do not make sense in the context of the given sentence, and so can be ruled out as 

The answer. On the other hand option (d) which says that it is equally important to have a 

good grasp of basic tax rules is the most correct option that completes the sentence 

coherently, hence the answer. 

 

16. The answer is option (c). Option (a)"toilets, sanitation" this option cannot be considered as 

sanitation is the removal of sewage, or roughage from houses and does not facilitate fresh air 

or sunlight. Option (b) "ceremonies, food", is again incorrect as both do not make sense in the 

context of the given sentence, option (d) offices, fans is again incorrect as it does not make 

sense in the context of the given sentence. Therefore we can see that option (c) "purposes, 

ventilation", both fit in the correct context of the sentence, hence the answer. 

 

17. The answer is option (c). Option (a) the second word does not fit correctly, (b) the words again 

do not fit into the context of the given sentence and (d) the words again do not fit into the 

context of the given sentence. Option (c) "domestic, paradoxically", here both words fit into the 

context of the sentence as domestic is correct as the word "spouse" is mentioned in the above 

sentence, also the word "paradoxically" means absurd or contradicting statement, and so we 

can see that both words fit correctly into the given sentence, and therefore this option is the 

answer. 

 

18. The answer is option (a). Option (b) "label, symmetrical" here symmetrical means balanced or 

in harmony, this word does not make sense in the context of the given sentence and can be 

ruled out. Option (c) "cast, erroneous", here erroneous means arising from error, and option 

(d) "quote, reflective", here quote means repeat, copy, or enclose and reflective means 

thoughtful, so here when seen in the context of the given sentence does not make sense. 

Option (a) "dismiss", which means to treat lightly and selective both fit correctly and coherently 

into the context of the given sentence, hence the answer. 

 

19. The answer is option (d) "consequence, accept". Options (a), (b) and (c) when read in the 

context of the given sentence do not fit correctly. Only option (d) "consequence, accept", here 

consequence means result or effect of an action or condition and accept means to consent or 

believe, so both fit correctly into the context of the given sentence and is the answer. 

 

20. The answer is option (d)"time, process". Options (a), (b) and (c) when read in the context of 

the given sentence does not make as much sense as option (d)"time, process" which fit 

correctly into the given sentence is the answer. 

 

21. The error is in option (a). In option (a) the punctuation of a comma is missing after the word 

perspicuity. 

 

22. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the word "receiving" is not required, the sentence 

should be "on account of imperfect parenting", which is more grammatically correct. 

 

23. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the word "for" should be replaced by the word "to", 

which is more appropriate and is correct. 
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24. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the word "5000 years old", should be replaced by "5000 

year old" which is correct. 

 

25. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the words "pair of steps" which is incorrect, should be 

replaced by the words "is only a few steps away from" which would then make the sentence 

correct grammatically. 

 

26. The answer is option (c). Option (a), (b) "procrastinating work" here is grammatically incorrect 

as the word "procrastinating" can be used without the word work following after it and (d) 

which states that none of the above are correct all these options can be ruled out as The 

answer. On the other hand option (c) "stretching out the work" is the most correct and coherent 

option and fits in the context of the given sentence, hence the answer.  

 

27. The answer is option (c). Option (a) the word "terminological" is incorrect as it means a lie, and 

so the word should be replaced by "terminal", option (b) here again the error is repeated and 

option (d) "terminological inexactness" is grammatically incorrect and can be ruled out as The 

answer option. On the other hand option (c) "terminal inexactitude" is the most correct and 

coherent option and completes the sentence, hence the answer. 

 

28. The answer is option (c). Option (a) the word "batter" is incorrect as it refers to a mixture of 

flour, milk and eggs, and does not fit coherently into the context of the given sentence. Option 

(b) "buttering the judge would help" is again incorrect and irrelevant. Option (d)"butter could 

melt in his mouth", changes the entire idiomatic usage of the given sentence. This option can 

be ruled out. Option (c)"butter would not melt in his mouth" means looking innocent or demure 

and is the most correct in the context of the given sentence and is the answer. 

 

29. The answer is option (c). Option (a) the word "being" is not required, in option (b) the words 

"having been " are not required before the word caught, and option (d) the word "two" is not 

required. On the other hand option (c) is the most correct and concise and fits correctly into 

the context of the sentence, hence the answer.  

 

30. The answer is option (c). Option (a) the punctuation of the comma is incorrect, option (b) the 

words "some times" is incorrect and option (d) here again the punctuation of a comma is 

incorrect and is better replaced by a colon. On the other hand option (c) is the most correct 

and concise option, hence the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (b) ADBC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the survival of English theatre in Mumbai against all odds. Sentence a is the correct opening 

sentence as it continues in the same vein after sentence 1 by elaborating on the problems 

faced by the English theatre. Sentences D and then B continue by stating the tactics being 

employed to sell the theatre, and lastly sentence C concludes by specifying that in today's 

world it is religion and sex that sells. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most narrative and coherent paragraph as compared to the 

other options, hence the answer. 

 

32. The answer is option (a) ADBC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the procedural rules that are fundamental in law, and the confidence that exists in the entire 

judicial system. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it continues after sentence 1 

and elaborates on sentence 1 by citing an example. Sentences D and then B are the next 

sentences that follow in continuity by debating on whether justice has been correctly 

administered. Lastly sentence C concludes by stating that the legal system requires 

procedural distinctions and procedural rules to make use of this fairness. Therefore we can 

see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most correct and narrative 

paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

33. The answer is option (b) BCDA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is melatonin, and its secretions. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence after sentence 1 

as it elaborates on the light-dark cycle that melatonin secretion is dependent on. Sentences C 

and then D continue in sequence as they state the way melatonin is secreted and its time 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 182 

cycles during the day and night, lastly. Sentence A concludes by stating that people who travel 

from one time zone to the other fall short of melatonin in their bodies due to continual 

exposure to light. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence, 

hence the answer. 

 

34. The answer is option (a) DABC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the improvement in the domestic fund liquidity and its consequences on the market. 

Sentence D is the correct opening sentence after 1 as in continues by elaborating on the 

support discussed in the first sentence. Sentences A and then B continue by the way the 

support is going to affect the New Bull, and further elaborates on it. Lastly sentence C 

concludes by stating the opportunities that placements can avail of. Therefore we can see this 

option forms the most coherent sequence as compared to the other options, hence the 

answer. 

 

35. The answer is option (b) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the poet Noye's poems 'The Barrie Organ' and its theme. Sentence A is the correct opening 

sentence as it elaborates on the theme of the poem, sentences B and then C further discuss 

on the aspects of this poem. Lastly sentence D concludes by stating that a collection of this 

poets poem should be published. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

sequence forms the most narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

36. The answer is option (a) BACD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the right patent in a country. Sentence B is the correct continuing sentence after 1 as it 

further elaborates that most law provides for these conditions, sentences A and then C further 

continue by stating the regulations and formalities required in this case. Lastly sentence D 

concludes by stating what the applicant is required to do. This option when read in its 

sequence forms the most narrative and continuing paragraph as compared to the other 

options, hence the answer. 

 

37. The answer is option (d) DBAC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is why internal consistency arises. Sentence D is the correct opening sentence after sentence 

1 as it further elaborates on the consistency mentioned in the above prior sentence. 

Sentences B and then A continue further by then stating what the effects of the absence of 

internal consistency would have on an organisation. Lastly sentence C concludes by stating 

that finance is likely to create a problem. Therefore we can see this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most correct paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

38. The answer is option (d) CBDA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the combination of global strength combined with local flavour in a particular company. 

Sentences C and B are the correct continuing sentences as they then further elaborate on the 

sentence 1, sentences D and then A conclude by stating that there is a lot of future potential in 

India for the company in question. Therefore we can see that this option when read in 

sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as compared to the other options and is the 

answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (a) CABD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the lost habit of reading that this generation appears to have. Sentence C is the correct 

opening sentence as it continues by further elaborating on the fact of the patterns of 

behaviour. Sentences A and then B continue by stating that we should not forget to make the 

citizens of our country humanists and lastly sentence D concludes by stating that character is 

the very foundation of a nation and one cannot have a great nation without people of 

character. 

 

40. The answer is option (c) DCBA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the probability assumptions we must make when a soundness of a company enters our 

calculation. Sentence D is the correct opening sentence as it follows sentence 1 by 

elaborating on the decisions in financial matters and the choices that are made in ordinary life. 

Sentences C and then B are then the correct continuing sentences as they then state the 

predictions and what they consist of. Lastly sentence A concludes by stating that when we can 
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determine the approximate value of a given return then it enables us so that our future 

investments would be worthwhile. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most 

coherent sequence, hence the answer. 

 

41. The answer is option (a) desegregation : apartheid. The given pair of words is desecration : 

idolatry, here the relationship between the two is that one is the destroying or abolishing of the 

other, desecration means destroying or abolishing of a sacred place and idolatry means to 

venerate or love extremely. Option (b) tergiversation : apostasy, here the relationship is 

dissimilar to that of the above as tergiversation means to change one's party or principles and 

apostasy means abandonment of the principles of a party, here the relationship is that of 

synonyms. Option (c) vacillation : fluctuation, here the relationship is again of synonyms as 

vacillation means to fluctuate or waver and fluctuation means to be unstable or waver. Option 

(d) tyrannicide : democracy, here the relationship between the words is that of unrelated words 

as tyrannicide means to put to death a tyrant and democracy is a form of government by the 

whole population. On the other hand option (a) desegregation : apartheid, here the 

relationship is similar to that of the above given words as apartheid is the policy of segregation 

on the basis of race, and desegregation is the abolishing of this segregation, therefore this 

option is the answer. 

 

42. The answer is option (d) obliterate : expunge. The given pair of words is traduce : vilify, here 

the relationship between the pair of words is that both are synonyms, as traduce, means to 

speak ill of or to misrepresent and vilify means to defame or speak evil of. Option (a) nymphet 

: dryad, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as a nymphet is a young 

mythological woman and a dryad is a wood nymph. Option (b) soliloquy : monologue, here the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as a soliloquy is the act of talking alone 

regardless of hearers in a drama, and monologue is one person talking alone without anyone 

participating in a drama. Option (c) objection : protestation, here objection is a feeling of 

opposition or disapproval and protestation is disapproval that leads to action to carry out some 

action. On the other hand option (d) obliterate : expunge, which means to blot out or erase are 

both synonyms and this option is the answer. 

 

43. The answer is option (a) bo : peep. The given pair of words is humpty : dumpty, here the pair 

of words are a name of a single character in children's nursery rhymes. Option (b) mary : 

contrary, option (c) jack : jill and option (d ) jack : corner all the words are not similar in 

relationship to the above as none are the name of a single character in nursery rhymes, 

whereas option (a) bo : peep is the name of a single character in nursery rhymes, hence the 

answer. 

 

44. The answer is option (b) bird : bush. The given pair of words is child : man. The relatin is 

derived from a saying – ―The child is father of the man.‖ This relation is apparent only in option 

(b) – ―A bird in hand is worth two in the bush.‖ The two words occur as the subject and object 

in the respective sayings. This relation is not found in any other option.  

 

45. The given pair of words is (b) exegesis : exposition. The given pair of words is opus : 

composition, here the relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean the formation or 

putting of something together. Option (a) thesis : praxis, here the relationship is dissimilar to 

that of the above as praxis means an accepted practice or custom and thesis is a proposition 

to be maintained or proved. Option (c) perpetuity : resurgence, here the relationship is again 

not similar to that of the above as perpetuity means the state of being continuous and 

resurgence is rising again and again. Option (d) quiescence : somnambulism, here again the 

relationship is dissimilar to the above as quiescence means inert silent or dormant, and 

somnambulism means sleepwalking. On the other hand option (b) exegesis : exposition, here 

the relationship is similar to the above given one as both mean an explanatory statement or 

account, and are synonyms and is the answer. 

 

46. The answer is option (c) bulimia : pregnancy. The given pair of words is narcolepsy : sleep, 

here the relationship is that one is the illness or disease of the other. Option (a) necrophilia : 

corpse here too the relationship is similar to that of the above as necrophilia is an affiliation to 

corpses. Option (b) neuralgia : nerve, here again the relationship is similar to that of the above 
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as neuralgia is pain of the nerves, and option (d) epilepsy : consciousness, here the 

relationship is again similar to that of the above as epilepsy is a disorder marked by loss of 

consciousness. On the other hand option (c) bulimia : pregnancy, here the relationship is 

dissimilar to that of the above as bulimia means overeating with bouts of depression and has 

nothing to do with pregnancy, hence the answer. 

 

47. The answer is option (a) raucous : rhapsody. The given pair of words is rejuvenate : 

reinvigorate, here the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean to impart vigour. Option 

(b) echo : resonate, here the relationship is similar to that of the above as both mean to 

resound or repeat sound, option (c) return : restore, here again the relationship is similar to 

the above as both mean bring back to original state, and option (d) rewind : regress, here 

again the relationship is similar to that of the above as both mean to move backwards. On the 

other hand option (a) raucous : rhapsody, here the relationship is dissimilar to the above given 

pair of words as raucous means sounding harsh loud and rhapsody means an ecstatic 

composition so here we can see that both are not synonyms and so this option is the answer. 

 

48. The answer is option (d) adroit : nifty. The given analogy is abyss : zenith, here the 

relationship is that both are antonyms, as abyss means to deep or a seemingly bottomless pit, 

and zenith means the highest point. Option (a) overt : covert, here again the words are 

antonyms as one mean openly and the other secret. Option (b) sullen : blithe, here again the 

relationship is that of opposites, as sullen means sulky and blithe means cheerful. Option (c) 

paradoxical : unequivocal, here again the relationship is that of antonyms as paradoxical 

means contradictory or absurd and unequivocal, means plain or unmistakable. On the other 

hand option (d) adroit : nifty, where both mean clever or skilful, here both are synonyms and 

so this relationship is not similar to that above, hence the answer. 

 

49. The answer is option (c) reign : rain. The given analogy is figment : pigment, here the 

relationship is that both are rhyming words. Options (a) love : dove, (b) crazy : hazy and (d) 

band: hand are all similar in relationship to the above given word. On the other hand option (c) 

reign : rain, are not similar in relationship to the above given analogy as both are pronounced 

the same and are not rhyming words, therefore this is the answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (d) narcissus : admirer. The given analogy is termagant : grimalkin, here 

both the words mean shrew or spiteful woman so the relationship is that of synonyms. Option 

(a) blackguard : scoundrel, here both mean villain and are again synonyms, option (b) tartar : 

intractable, here again the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean difficult violent 

tempered people. Option (c) victoria : carriage, here both again mean the same, as a carriage 

is known as a victoria in England. On the other hand option (d) narcissus : admirer is 

dissimilar in relationship to the above as both are not synonyms as narcissus is a flower and 

admirer is one who admires another, therefore this is the answer. 

   

Exercise 6(A) 
 

1. The answer is (a) preference. The given word is priority, which means an interest having prior 

claim to consideration or precedence. Option (b) age, option (c) propriety, which means 

correctness of behaviour and option (d) attachments which means fastened or joined, none 

are similar in meaning to the above given word Option (a) preference which means 

importance, order or priority is closest in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (d) support. The given word is corroborate, which means to confirm or 

give support. Option (a) animate which means lively, option (b) concentrate, which means to 

focus attention on, and option (c) attach which means fasten, none of the above mean the 

same to the given word. On the other hand option (d) support which means to substantiate or 

corroborate is closest in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (c) bellicose. The given word is irascible which means irritable or hot-

tempered. Option (a) erroneous, means incorrect or error, option (b) secretive, means 

uncommunicative and option (d) continuous means unbroken or uninterrupted, therefore none 
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are similar to the given word. Option (c) bellicose, which means eager to fight, is closest in 

meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (b) aversion. The given word is antipathy, which means a strong aversion 

or dislike towards. Option (a) medicinal, means having healing properties, option (c) cruelty, 

means lacking kindness and option (d) criticism, means finding fault, therefore none are 

similar to the given word. Whereas option (b) aversion, which means intense dislike is closest 

in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

5. The answer is option (b) wasteful. The given word is prodigal, which means recklessly 

wasteful. Option (a) late, option (c) hesitant, which means irresolute and option (d) splendid 

which means magnificent or gorgeous none mean the same as the above given word. Option 

(b) wasteful, which means showing waste, is closest in meaning to the given word, hence the 

answer. 

6. The answer is option (b) privately. The given word is sub-rosa which means in confidence. 

Option (a) flower-like means like a flower, option (c) dawn, means the first light of day and 

option (d) fragrant means scented, therefore none are similar to the given word. Option (b) 

privately, which means confidential is closest in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

7. The answer is option (c) illogical. The given word is untenable, which means that which cannot 

be defended. Option (a) haunted, option (b)rented and option (d) grand none mean the same 

as the above given word. Option (c) illogical, which means contrary to logic, is closest in 

meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

8. The answer is option (c) indifference. The given word is tenacity, which means holding fast or 

retentive. Option (a) persistence, means enduring, option (b) happiness and option (d) loyalty 

which means the state of being loyal are all not opposite to the above given word. On the 

other hand option (c) indifference, which means lack of interest or attention is opposite in 

meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

9. The answer is option (a) dry. The given word is succulent which means juicy or palatable. 

Option (b) precise means accurately expressed or exact, option (c) inclined means favourably 

disposed and option (d) juicy which is similar in meaning to the above given word, none are 

the opposite to the above given word. Option (a) dry which means free from moisture is 

opposite in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

10. The answer is option (b) admit. The given word is expunge, which means erase or remove. 

Option (a) harness, means the equipment of straps and fittings by which a horse is fastened to 

a cart and controlled. Option (c) adorn, means to add beauty or lustre and option (d) abandon 

which means to give up completely none are opposite in meaning to the above given word. On 

the other hand option (b) admit which means allow or accommodate is the most opposite in 

meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

11. The answer is option (b) falsehood. The given word is verity, which means a true statement or 

truth. Option (a) reverence, which means awe respect or veneration, options (c) honesty and 

option (d) genuineness, which means pure bred none are opposite in meaning to the above 

given word. On the other hand option (b) falsehood which means untrue is most opposite in 

meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

12. The answer is option (c) reconstruct. The given word is raze which means to completely 

destroy. Option (a) demolish, which also means to destroy, option (b) sleep and option (d) 

agree which means to hold a similar opinion, none mean the same as the above given word. 

Option (c) reconstruct which means to build up or make anew is most opposite in meaning to 

the given word, hence the answer. 

 

13. The answer is option (d) courage. The given word is pusillanimity, which means fearful or 

lacking in courage. Option (a) cowardice is similar in meaning to the above given word, option 

(b) indifference, which means having no interest and option (c) triviality, which means of small 

value or importance none are opposite in meaning to the above given word. On the other hand 
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option (d) courage, which means bravery, is most opposite in meaning to the given word, 

hence the answer. 

 

14. The answer is option (d) saturated. The given word is devoid, which means lacking or free 

from. Option (a) lacking is similar to the above, option (b) dogmatic, is a person given too 

imposing personal opinions and option (c) elusive means difficult to find or catch. Therefore 

we can see that none of the above mean the opposite as the above given word whereas 

option (d) saturated, which means full to capacity is most opposite in meaning to the given 

word, hence the answer. 

 

15. The answer is option (c) hyena. Options (a) bitch, (b) vixen and (c) sow are all the female of 

the species whereas option (c) hyena is any flesh eating mammal, therefore this is the odd 

word out. 

 

16. The answer is option (c) swarthy. Options (a) obese, (b) corpulent and (d) large all mean the 

same, whereas option (c) swarthy, which means dark or of dark complexion is different from 

the other words and is the odd word out. 

 

17. The answer is option (b) 3,1,5,4,2. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the commonwealth. Sentence 3 is the correct opening sentence as it states what 

the commonwealth is, sentences 1 and then 5 both follow in continuity as they then states the 

number of members in this organisation. Sentences 4 and then 2 are the next continuing 

sentences as they then elaborate on the working of the commonwealth. Therefore we can see 

that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence as 

compared to options (a), (c) and which can all be ruled out as they do not begin with the 

correct opening. Sentence 3, and option (d) though begins with the correct opening sentence 

does not follow the correct continuing sequence, hence the answer. 

 

18. The answer is option (c) 5,2,1,4,3. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the atmosphere and its composition. Sentence 5 is the correct opening sentence 

as it begins by stating the composition of the atmosphere. Sentences 2 and then 1 follow in 

continuity as they continue to discuss the gases mentioned in sentence 5, sentences 4 and 

then 3, further continue and conclude by stating the other gases that make up the composition 

of the atmosphere. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence 

forms the most narrative and coherent paragraph, hence the answer.  

 

19. The answer is option (d) 5,1,2,3,4. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is an annual event known as Exultation of the Cross. Sentence 5 is the correct 

opening sentence as it opens by stating the name of the event, sentences 1 and then 2 follow 

in sequence as it further describes the festivities that accompany this event. Sentences 3 and 

then 4 continue in sequence as it further states the festivities that take place in the festival. 

Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence and is the answer. 

 

20. The answer is option (d) 4,2,5,1,3. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the Tibetan culture and its famous medicine. Sentence 4 is the correct opening 

sentence as it states that natural medicine is one of the most important aspects of Tibetan 

culture. Sentences 2 and then 5 continue by further stating the beliefs on which this medicine 

is based. Sentences 1 and then 3 continue and then conclude by stating what the aim of this 

medicine is. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms 

the most correct narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

21. The answer is option (b) 4,5,2,1,3. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the guava fruit. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating 

that guava is one of the most important fruit crops of the country. Sentences 5 and then 2 

continue by stating the advantages of this fruit, lastly sentences 1 and then 3 continue and 

conclude by stating what soil and climatic conditions it grows in. Therefore we can see that 

this option when read in its sequence forms the most narrative sequence as compared to the 

other options, hence the answer. 
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22. The answer is option (c)"about…. look it up". From the sentence we can see that option (a)"on, 

look" here we can see that the first word 'on' is grammatically incorrect, option (b)"of….look for 

it" here the option is not as correct as option (c), and option (d)"with…look into it", here both 

words are grammatically incorrect and so this option can be ruled out. On the other hand, 

option (c) "about…look it up", here both the words "about" and "look it up" are correct and fit 

coherently into the given blanks and are therefore the answer. 

 

23. The answer is option (d) "too…at". From the sentence we can see that option 

(a)"very…about", here the second word 'about' is incorrect in the context of the given 

sentence. Option (b)"so…on", here both words are incorrect and can be ruled out as the 

answer, and option (c)"not…at", here the word 'not' is incorrect so this option can be again 

ruled out. On the other hand option (d)"too…at" is the correct option as both words fit correctly 

into the context of the given sentence, hence the answer. 

 

24. The answer is option (a)"since". From the given sentence we can see that option (b)"from", 

option (c)"after" and option (d)"before" this word changes the entire context of the sentence. 

So we can see that all the options are all incorrect in the context of the given sentence and 

can be ruled out as the answer option. On the other hand option (a)"since" is the most correct 

option as the word denotes time and cause and completes the given sentence correctly and 

coherently, hence the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (d)"in…on". From the given sentence we can see that option (a)"on…on" 

is incorrect as the first word 'on' is incorrect as the sentence mentions a drawer and a drawer 

is a place that we put things into. Option (b)"into…above", here again the option is incorrect as 

the second word 'above' is grammatically wrong as in the sentence a table is mentioned and 

things are put on a table and not above it. Option (c)"in…above", here again the second word 

'above' is incorrect, and so we can see that all the above options are incorrect in the context of 

the given sentence and can be ruled out as the answer. On the other hand option (d)"in…on" 

is correct as thing are put 'in' a drawer and 'on' a table, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

26. The answer is option (c)"into". From the given sentence we can see that option (a) "the" is 

incorrect, option (b) "about" is again grammatically incorrect and option (d)"on" is again 

incorrect in the context of the given sentence. So we can see that all the above options cannot 

be considered as the answer, whereas option (c) "into" is the most correct and coherent option 

that fits correctly into the sentence, hence the answer. 

 

27. The answer is option (b) "at". From the given sentences we can see that option (a)"about" and 

option (d)"from" can be ruled out as both are incorrect grammatically in the context of the 

given sentence, on the other hand option (c)"with" is not as correct as option (b). Therefore we 

can see that option (b)"at" is the most correct option in the context of the given sentence as 

the word 'at' denotes reason, and so this is the answer. 

 

28. The answer is option (b)"in". From the given sentence we can see that option (a), (c) and (d) 

are all grammatically incorrect in the context of the given sentence and can be ruled out as the 

answer. Whereas option (b) 'in' is the most correct and coherent option, that completes the 

sentence, hence the answer. 

 

29. The answer is (b) obese : lanky. The given analogy is corpulent : skinny, here the relationship 

is that both words are antonyms, as corpulent means, large and skinny means thin or 

emaciated. Option (a) dead : cadaverous, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the 

above as here both words are synonyms as both mean corpselike, option (c) common : 

natural, here again the words are synonyms as both mean ordinary or everyday occurrence. 

Option (d) obedient : subjective here again the words are unrelated as obedient, means 

submission to another's rule and subjective means of the concerning subject, so again we can 

see that this option is not similar to the above given pair of words. On the other hand option 

(b) obese : lanky, are again antonyms as lanky means thin and obese very fat, therefore this 

option is the answer. 
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30. The answer is option (b) cautious : circumspect. The given pair of words is munificent : liberal, 

here the relationship between the two words is that both are synonyms as both mean ample or 

generous. Option (a) jealous : spirited, here the relationship is not the same as the above as 

the words are disconnected, jealous means fiercely protective and spirited means lively or 

animated. Option (c) benign : cruel, here the relationship between the words is that both are 

antonyms, as benign means kindly or gentle and cruel means lacking kindness. Option (d) 

effective : useless, here again the relationship between the two is that both are antonyms as 

effective means having a desired or definite effect and useless means serving no purpose. On 

the other hand option (b) cautious : circumspect is the same as the above given relationship 

as both mean careful or wary. Therefore this option is the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (a) amphibian : frog. The given pair of words is nocturnal : bat, here the 

relationship between the two words is that one is a characteristic of the other, as here 

nocturnal, means active by night, and a bat is a creature that is active by night. Option (b) sly : 

cat, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as the above, option (c) carnivorous 

: cow, here the relationship is again dissimilar to the above as 'carnivorous' is feeding on flesh 

and cows only eat grass. Option (d) aquatic : lizard, here again the relationship is dissimi lar to 

that of the above given analogy as aquatic means living only in water and lizards are reptiles 

that do not live in water. Therefore we can see that option (a) amphibian : frog is similar to the 

above given pair of words in relationship as amphibian means living on both land and water 

and a frog lives on both land and water. Therefore this option is the answer. 

 

32. The answer is option (b) manacle : man. The given pair of words is tether : cow, here the 

relationship is that a tether is a rope to confine an animal by tying it. Option (a) trap : rat, here 

a trap is a device to kill rats and not to trap it, option (c) aerial : radio, here the relationship is 

that one is a part of the other as an aerial is a part of a radio. Option (d) ring : finger, here the 

relationship is again not similar to the above given one as here a ring is an adornment for a 

finger. Therefore we can see that option (b) manacle: man, where a manacle is a fetter or 

shackle for the hand is similar in relationship to the above given analogy, hence the answer. 

 

33. The answer is option (c) peaceful : halcyon. The given pair of words is warlike : martial, here 

the relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean of or as of war. Option (a) loving : 

responsive, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as loving means showing or 

demonstrating love and responsive, means showing response to something. Option (b) 

animalistic : foraging, here the relationship is again not similar to that of the above as 

animalistic means like an animal and foraging means the act of searching for food. Option (d) 

glittering : opaque, here the relationship is that of antonyms as glittering means shining or 

sparkling and opaque means not transmitting light. Therefore we can see that option (c) 

peaceful : halcyon, where both words mean calm or peaceful are similar in relationship to the 

above given analogy , hence the answer. 

 

34. The answer is option (a) Sunday : week. The given pair of words is earth : planet, here the 

relationship between the two words is that one is the name of the other, earth is the name of a 

planet. Option (b) may : month, here too the relationship is that one is the name of the other as 

may is the name of a month. Option (c) moon : satellite, here the relationship is again similar 

to that of the above as moon is the name of a satellite, and lastly option (d) Asia : continent, 

here again the relationship is similar to that of the above as Asia is the name of a continent. 

Therefore we can see that all of the above are similar in relationship, whereas option (a) 

Sunday : week, is dissimilar in relationship as Sunday is not the name of a week but a day of 

the week and so this option is the answer. 

 

35. The answer is option (d) museum : artefact. The given analogy is ranch : horses, here the 

relationship is that one is a place where the other is kept, as ranch is a place where horses 

are kept. Option (a) garden : plants, here again the relationship is similar to that of the above 

as plants are kept in a garden. Option (b) apiary : bees is again similar to the above given 

analogy as apiary is where bees are kept, and lastly option (c) aviary : birds, here too the 

relationship is similar to that of the above, aviary is a place where birds are kept. Therefore we 

can see that all of the above are similar in relationship whereas option (d) museum : artefact is 

dissimilar, as artefacts are not only found in a museums, therefore this option is the answer. 
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36. The answer is option (c) member : expedition. The given analogy is soldier : army, here the 

relationship between the words is that one is a member of the other, or that one is a part of the 

other. Option (a) mariner : navy, here the relationship is similar to that of the above as a 

mariner which means sailor is part of the navy. Option (b) policeman : constabulary, here too 

the relationship is similar to that of the above as a policeman is part of a constabulary, which 

is a group of policemen. Option (d) minister : cabinet, here again the relationship is similar to 

that of the above as a minister is part of a cabinet which is a group of ministers. Therefore we 

can see that option (c) member : expedition, here the word 'member' can also apply to a 

voyage, and not only an expedition, therefore this option is dissimilar to the others and is the 

answer. 

 

37. The answer is option (d) machine : factor.  The given pair of words is aeroplane : 

hangar, here the relationship between the two words is that one is a building that houses the 

other, a hangar is a building that houses an aeroplane. Option (a) ship : quay, here the 

relationship is that a quay is a place where ships are kept, option (b) motorcar : garage, here 

again the relationship is similar to that of the above as a garage is a place where one keeps 

cars, and option (c) man : house here the relationship is again similar to that of the above as a 

man stays in a house. Therefore we can see that option (d) machine : factor, is dissimilar in 

relationship to the above as a machine is a devise, and a factor is a circumstance, therefore 

this option is the answer. 

 

38. The answer is option (a) colt : stallion. The given pair of words is cow : bull, here the 

relationship is that one is the male and one the female of the species. Option (b) bitch : dog, 

here too the relationship is similar to the above as bitch is the female of the species and dog 

the male. Option (c) goose : gander, here too the relationship is similar to that of the above as 

again one is the male and the other the female of the species. Lastly option (d) lioness : lion, 

here again the relationship is similar to that of the above. Therefore we can see that option (a) 

colt : stallion, the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as both are male horses, 

therefore this option is the answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (c) connoisseur. The given phrase is "a person with good artistic taste". 

Option (a) 'gourmet' is a person who specialises in good food, option (b) 'gourmand' is a 

person who is a glutton and option (d) 'judge' is a public officer, therefore we can see that 

none of these are similar to the given phrase. On the other hand option (c) 'connoisseur' is a 

person who is expert in matters of taste and is most similar in relationship to the above phrase, 

hence the answer. 

 

40. The answer is option (d) coquette. The given phrase is "a flirting woman". Option (a) virago, is 

a fierce or abusive woman, option (b) shrew is a bad-tempered or scolding woman, and lastly 

option (c) martinet, means a disciplinarian. Therefore we can see that none of these are 

similar to the given phrase, whereas option (d) coquette, which means a woman who flirts is 

closest in meaning to the above given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

41. The answer is option (b) commandeering.  The given phrase is "forcefully enlisting 

private property for military use". Option (a) occupation, which means a persons temporary 

employment, option (c) trespass, which means to make a unlawful intrusion and option (d) 

encroaching which means to intrude on another's territory are not the same as the given 

phrase. On the other hand option (b) commandeering, which means to seize for military 

purposes is closest in meaning to the given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

42. The answer is option (d) condominium. The given phrase is "a block of individual apartments". 

Option (a) flats, mean a set of rooms on one floor used as a residence. Option (b) congruence, 

which means consistency and option (c) architecture, which means the art or science of 

designing or constructing buildings, none are similar in meaning to the above phrase. On the 

other hand option (d) condominium which means a building containing flats which are 

individually owned is closest in meaning to the above given phrase, hence the answer. 
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43. The answer is option (c) guillotine. The given phrase is "a contraption used during French 

revolution for beheading people". Option (a) guinea, means a former British gold coin, option 

(b) gabardine, means a loose long upper garment worn by Jews, and option (d) icicle which 

means a tapering piece of ice which builds up as cold water drips, none are similar in meaning 

to the given phrase. Whereas option (c) guillotine, which means machine with a heavy knife 

blade that was used for beheading during the French revolution is the same in meaning to the 

given word, hence the answer. 

 

44. The answer is option (c) idealist. Option (a) darling, option (b) lodestar, which means the pole 

star, and option (d) facsimile, which means an exact copy, none fit into the context of the 

above sentence. Whereas option (c) idealist which means a perfect type standard for imitation 

is the word that is the most coherent and correct fit, hence the answer. 

 

45. The answer is option(c) lopsidedness. Option (a) laziness, option (b) facility, which means 

fluency and option (d) extravagance which means excessive spending or using of resources, 

none fit correctly into the context of the given sentence, whereas option (c) lopsidedness 

which means unevenly balanced is the most correct option , hence the answer. 

 

46. The answer is option (b) unanimity. Option (a) mutiny, which means war, option (c) mutilation, 

which means to deprive or destroy, and option (d) momentum which means the quantity of 

motion all are not correct in the context of the given sentence. On the other hand option (b) 

unanimity which means all in agreement fits most correctly and coherently into the context of 

the given sentence, hence the answer. 

 

47. The answer is option (a) example. Option (b) quotation, which means the act of quoting, option 

(c) style, which means mannerism and option (d) precedent, which means previous case or 

decision, none are correct in the context of the given sentence. On the other hand option (a) 

example which means an exercise designed to illustrate, as a rule is the most correct and fits 

most coherently into the sentence, hence the answer. 

 

48. The answer is option (b) itinerant.  Option (a) away, option (c) immobile which means 

not moving and option (d) commuters, which means a person who travels some distance to 

work, none fit correctly into the given sentence. Whereas option (b) itinerant, which means 

travelling from one place to another is the most correct and coherent option, hence the 

answer. 

 

49. The answer is option (d) foreboding. Option (a) feeling, option (b) fear and option (c) 

preposition which means a word governing a noun or pronoun, here none of the words fit into 

the context of the given sentence. On the other hand option (d) foreboding, which means an 

expectation of trouble, fits most correctly into the context of the given sentence, hence the 

answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (c) forte. Option (a) liking, means fondness, option (b) impression, means 

a notion or a belief and option (d) favouritism, which means unfair favouring of one person or 

group at the expense of another, none fit into the context of the given sentence. Whereas 

option (c) forte, which means a strong point for a person, is the answer. 

 

51. The answer is option (a) undeterred. Option (b) unaffected, means genuine, sincere, option (c) 

unable which means lacking ability and option (d) unconcerned which means indifference and 

option (e) undone which means incomplete, here option (a) undeterred which means not 

prevented or discouraged, is the most correct fit, hence the answer. 

 

52. The answer is option (a) arbitrary. Option (b) irrational, means without much thought, option 

(c) crazy, means out of senses and option (d) mendacious, which means lying or untruthful. 

Option (e) judicial, which means done by a court of law, all are not as correct as option (a) 

arbitrary, which means based on or derived from uninformed opinion is the most correct 

answer. 
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53. The answer is option (b) illegal. Option (a) unconstitutional, which means not in accordance 

with the political constitution, option (c) unfair and option (d) vicious, which means bad 

tempered or spiteful and option (e) incapable which means lacking capability, all do not fit 

correctly into the given sentence. Only option (b) illegal, which means contrary to law, is the 

most correct answer. 

 

54. The answer is option (d) inspection. Option (a) preview, which means a synopsis seen in 

advance, option (b) mutiny which means war and option (c) exams, option (e) metastasis 

which means transfer of a disease none fit as correctly as sentence (d) inspection which fits 

most correctly is the answer. 

 

55. The answer is option (a) detention. Option (b) request, means petition, option (c) wife and 

option (d) entertainment means the act of being entertaining. Option (e) jail, none fit as 

correctly as option (a) detention, which means detaining and is the most correct fit and so, is 

the answer. 

 

56. The answer is option (b) disastrous. Options (a) excellent, which means extremely good, 

option (c) nutritious which means efficient and option (d) judgmental, which means 

condemning all and option (e) court, all do not fit as correctly as option (b) disastrous which 

means sudden misfortune and so the answer. 

 

57. The answer is option (c) honest. Options (a) mad, not normal, option (b) new, and option (d) 

maverick which means an unorthodox person, lastly option (e) coat, none fit in the context of 

the given sentence whereas option (c) honest which means truthful is the most correct answer. 

 

58. The answer is option (e) deliberate. Options (a) misguided which means mistaken in thought 

or action. Option (b) fantastic, which means excellent, option (c) opaque, means not 

transmitting light and option (d) translucent which means allowing light, none fit as correctly 

into the given sentence as option (e) deliberate which means intentional and is the most 

correct option and so is the answer. 

 

59. The answer is option (a) supersession, meaning the act of replacing one person or thing by 

another especially one held to be superior, fits the best. 

 

60. The answer is option (a) infamous. Option (b) historic, which means famous or important, 

option (c) pathbreaking, means being innovative and option (d) small and option (e) past none 

fit as correctly as option (a) infamous which means not known for the correct reasons, hence 

the answer. 

                                              

Exercise 6(B) 
 

1. The answer is option (d). Options (b), (c) and (a) when read are not as correct as option (d) 

which is the most concise and correct, hence the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (a) .  Options (b), the use of the word 'whom' here is incorrect, 

option (c) the words "portraits" is incorrect and should be replaced by "portrait" and lastly 

option (d) the words "is there" are incorrect in the given sentence. Therefore we can see that 

option (a) is the most correct and concise and is grammatically correct and is the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (c). Option (a), (b) and (d) which is grammatically incorrect cannot be 

taken as the answer. On the other hand option (c) is the most correct and concise, hence the 

answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (d). Option (a) the word 'are' is incorrect, option (b) the words "but not 

however" are incorrect and option (c) the word "convenience" is incorrect and should be 

"conveniences", therefore we can see that all the above options are incorrect and cannot be 

taken as the answer. On the other hand option (d) is the most correct and coherent as well as 

being grammatically correct and is the answer. 
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5. The answer is option (c). Option (a) the words used are unnecessary, option (b) the word 

'having' is not correct, and option (d) is again incorrect. Therefore we can see that option (c) is 

the most correct and concise, hence the answer. 

 

6. The answer is option (b). Option (a) is incorrect, option (c) is again incorrect and lastly 

option(d) is again not as correct as option (b) which is the most correct and concise, hence the 

answer. 

 

7. (a) is the correct answer as only one blank  fits in here. The word falter or totter fits in the first 

blank. The word `reeling‘ will fit in the second blank which is not given in the options. So, it is 

left blank. In the third blank, the word darkness will fit in if a is not there. The word domestic 

would be the apt choice for the last option. Home is `American‘ usage and we follow the British 

English model for CAT purposes. So, it is ruled out.  

 

8.  (d) is the correct answer. Four blanks can be filled up. Vulnerable which means open to attack 

will be the right choice for the first blank. The word trap is used when referring to nabbing 

something which has life. Hence, creatures will be the right choice here. The word thin would 

be the apt choice before hair since it describes the nature of the hair. The word wean means 

to take away from and this passage refers to removing tiny creatures and dust particles and so 

wean will be the right choice.  

 

9.   (d) is the correct answer. All the four blanks can be filled. The word `ubiquitous‘ meaning 

present everywhere will fit in the first blank because we are discussing the presence of digital 

computers in various spheres. The second blank discusses different fields where computers 

are making their presence felt. The field given in our options is  `finance‘ making it the right 

choice. The third blank can be filled in with the word capacity since the sentence speaks of the 

advantages of digital computers.  The last sentence can be filled up with the word `rule‘ since 

the passage throughout speaks of the superiority and all-round presence of digital computers. 

Hence, they naturally become the kings of the computer world.  

 

10.   (c) is the answer as three blanks will fit in the passage.  The word spectacular which means 

striking or larger than life will fit in the first blank since sportspersons are perceived like that. 

No option fits in the second blank as only a word like history or unforgettable would fit in here. 

Both mental and physical strength are vital for a person to emerge as the number one. So, the 

word stamina will fit in here.      

 

11.  (d) is the correct answer. The first blank speaks of people who are equipped with something 

special which makes them see beyond what is obvious, ie a visionary. Hence the word `vision‘ 

will fit in here. What is usually noticed by a layman is the use that something can be put to. 

Hence the word utilitarian will fit in here. Those with vision go beyond the practical aspects 

and looks at the higher things in life. So, what they notice in forms will be the rhythm behind 

them. The verb focussed will follow attention since being attentive to something implies 

directing all of one‘s energies on something.     

  

12.  (b) is the correct answer. Two blanks fit in the passage. The first blank speaks of specific 

values being brought together. Hence, the word clubbing or uniting will fit in here but it does 

not figure among the options  given. Only those who are separate or individualistic can be 

united together and these words do not figure in the options given. The third gap speaks of 

values being brought together as one unit and hence the word cohesive which means sticking 

together will fit in here appropriately, all the more since the word `glue‘ is also being used. The 

leader has to be the centre around which everything revolves and hence the word `centripetal‘ 

will fit in here.  

 

13. The answer is (c). From the options we can see that option (a), (b) and (d), none are as 

correct as option (c) which completes the given sentence correctly, hence the answer. 

 

14. The answer is option (d). The first sentence in the question talks of self directed – empowered 

employees. The sentence after the blank talks of shared effort – groupings. Thus, only option 

(d) is the most coherently connecting statement. 
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15. The answer is option (b). Option (b) is the most correct option as it continues by further 

elaborating on the experiment that the three men in question have developed hence the 

answer. 

 

16. The answer is option (c). Option (c) is the most correct option as it specifies the two factors 

that were a disadvantage to labour. 

 

17. The answer is option (a). Option (a) is The answer option as it affirms the first sentence by 

elaborating that the diktats (rules) of conventional management mantras that apply every 

where else, do not apply in civil aviation, and is the most correct answer. 

 

18. The answer is option (a) ADCB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the motor program that the ethnologist observes of the hatching of geese eggs. Sentence A 

is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that they are the convex features that 

trigger behaviour and are the ethnologists sign stimuli. Sentences D and C then follow by 

further stating that the behaviour discussed in the previous statement is controlled by a drive 

called the 'motor program'. Lastly sentence B concludes by stating that this behaviour 

continues for two weeks after the eggs hatch. Therefore we can see that this option when read 

in its respective sequence forms the most narrative and coherent paragraph, hence the 

answer. 

 

19. The answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is a mysterious atom. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that 

is was not till 1911, that experiments revealed the existence of the mysterious atom. 

Sentences B and C then continue by stating that these atoms constitute all of matter and that it 

involves infinitesimal particles too small to have been photographed. Lastly sentence D 

concludes by stating how the existence of these particles has been demonstrated, therefore 

we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative 

sequence and is the answer. 

 

20. The answer is option (d) DCBA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the courting dance of the Sarus cranes, and the description of this ritual. Sentence D is the 

correct opening sentence as it begins by describing the cranes. Sentences C and then B 

continue by elaborating on the ritual, sentence A then lastly concludes by again describing the 

behaviour of the cranes during this dance. Therefore we can see that this option forms the 

most coherent sequence and is the answer. 

 

21. The answer is option (d) ACBD. From the given sentence we can see that the topic discussed 

is some animal or bird that is being looked after by a certain individual called Jeremy. 

Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that the bird or animal 

being discussed grew at a surprising rate and had to be moved to a new cage. Sentences C 

and B continue by further stating that the new cage had a piece of furniture that was a ladder 

slung from the ceiling, and that they enjoyed this immensely. Lastly sentence D then further 

concludes by stating that soon the exercise made their tummies reduce. Therefore we can see 

that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most correct and narrative 

paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

22. The answer is option (b) BDAC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the shattered dream of Asian solidarity that had inspired Panditji (Nehru) that inspired the 

Indian people for almost a decade. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence as it begins by 

stating the conflict that shattered the dream of the two ancient civilisations and led to them 

finding a new path for mankind's survival. Sentences D and then A both further continue by 

stating that this was the role that had inspired Panditji and the Indian people, and that the idea 

of Asian solidarity became shambles overnight. Lastly sentence C concludes by stating that in 

this event he saw the complete undoing of all that he had tried to do for years. Therefore we 

can see that this option when read in its sequence forms the most narrative paragraph, hence 

the answer. 
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23. The answer is option (d) ADBC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is a certain individual and his thoughts on communism being discussed. Sentence A is the 

correct opening sentence as it begins by stating a certain individuals retorts to his comrades 

on communism, sentences D and then B continue in sequence by further stating his answers. 

Lastly sentence C concludes by elaborating that this was the individuals thoughts on exposing 

the bourgeois parliaments and their inadequacies. Therefore we can see that this option forms 

the most coherent sequence and is the answer. 

 

24. The answer is option (b) BCAD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the formation of Block Mountains. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence as it begins 

by stating how block mountains came about. Sentences C and then A continue by stating the 

characteristics of these mountains. Lastly sentence D concludes by stating how movements 

are caused. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence, hence 

the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (a) ABDC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the economic growth of China and its increases in the last few years. Sentence A is the 

correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that China has completed its fourth year of 

double digit economic growth. Sentences B and D then further continue by stating that 

international trade soared and raised the global output of goods per person more then 2%. 

Lastly sentence C concludes by stating that demands on the earth's natural systems and 

resources increased a lot. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent 

sequence, hence the answer.  

 

26. The answer is option (c) ACDB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is India's attempt and commitment to establish a socialist pattern of society through mixed 

economy and its importance in labour policy. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it 

begins by stating that since independence India has made a commitment to establish a 

socialist system of society, which is an important part in the labour policy. Sentences C and 

then D continue in sequence by stating that the workers were made to feel that they were 

helping to build a progressive state, and that the second five year plan laid emphasis on a 

constructive relationship between employer and employees. Lastly sentence B concludes by 

stating that according to this plan a socialist society is built on ideas of service to society and 

its willingness to recognise such service. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most 

coherent sequence, hence the answer. 

 

27. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the error is in the word 'a' should be replaced by 'an' as 

the next word begins with the vowel 'informal'. 

 

28. The error is in option (c). The error is the ambiguity in ‖door to door supervision‖ by TB 

patients. Hence (c) is to be modified as, to monitor drug intake by TB patients for… 

 

29. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the words "severe resources crunch" should be replaced 

by "severe resource crunches", which would then make the sentence grammatically correct. 

 

30. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the word 'of' should be replaced by the word 'to', which 

would then make the sentence grammatically correct.  

 

31. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the word 'greatest' is incorrect, also the punctuation of a 

comma is missing after the word 'areas'. 

  

32. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the words 'kinds of romanticism' can be replaced by 

'romanticism', which is more correct and appropriate. 

 

33. The answer is option (a) ABDC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the subject of a patent. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence after sentence 1 as it 

continues by stating that the 'combination' discussed in the previous sentence are the 

elements combined together to produce a new result. Sentences B and then D continue by 

stating the result of this new combination, and then the explanation of the new article 
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produced from it. Lastly sentence C concludes by stating that this combination is then the 

subject matter for a patent. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent 

sequence as compared to the other options, hence the answer. 

 

34. The answer is option (d) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the concept of the experience curve and its relevance to areas of strategic management. 

Sentence A is the correct continuing sentence after sentence 1, as it continues by stating that 

the experience curve discussed in the previous sentence is based on certain phenomenon, 

sentences B and then C continue by elaborating on the unit costs of firms discussed in the 

previous sentence. Lastly sentence D concludes by elaborating on the concept mentioned in 

sentence C. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence and is 

the answer. 

 

35. The answer is option (c) ABDC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the fact of a person who only knows her side of a story and nothing else. Sentence A is the 

correct opening sentence after sentence 1 as it states that the individual spoken of in the 

previous sentence has good reasons to her case which no one will be able to refute. 

Sentences B and D then continue by further elaborating on the irrefutable reasons mentioned 

in the previous sentence and the arguments of adversaries. Lastly sentence C concludes by 

stating the rational position for this individual to adopt. Therefore we can see that this option 

when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative and coherent paragraph, hence 

the answer. 

 

36. The answer is option (d) CBAD. From the given sentence we can see that the topic discussed 

is the complex interlinkages that exist apart from intersectoral interaction. Sentence C is the 

correct opening sentence as it continues in the same thought as sentence 1 by stating an 

example of such an interlinkage. Sentences B is the next continuing sentence as if further 

elaborates on the technological level discussed in the previous sentence and then A continues 

further by citing examples of the repercussions on human beings when the technological level 

is raised. Lastly sentence D is the concluding sentence as it states the implications of these 

factors on the environment. Therefore this option forms the most coherent sequence and most 

correct sequence, hence the answer.  

 

37. The answer is option (b) ACDB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the term 'management information system' and what it denotes. Sentence A is the correct 

continuing sentence after 1 as it then further elaborates on the 'terms' mentioned in the 

previous sentence. Sentences C and then D further continue by stating the uses and feasibility 

of MIS. Lastly sentence B concludes by stating that advances in technology may create a 

situation where information system design can cater to the needs of the top management as 

well. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence, hence the 

answer. 

 

38. The answer is option (d) BCDA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the misrepresented notion of tranquil abyss so much so that people were reluctant to accept 

the evidence for strong currents and storms in the deep sea. Sentence B is the correct 

opening sentence after sentence 1 as it continues by elaborating on the currents discussed in 

the previous sentence. Sentences C and then D continue by further discussing the currents. 

Lastly sentence A concludes by stating that the 'cold water' discussed in the previous 

sentence is denser then warm water. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most 

coherent sequence as compared to the other options, hence the answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (a) "incipient : fruition". The given analogy is callow : maturity, here the 

relationship between the two words is that one is the end stage of the other, as here callow is 

inexperienced or immature and maturity is wisdom or experience. Option (b) youthful : senility, 

here the relationship between the two is that both are antonyms as youthful means having the 

characteristic of youth and senility means having the characteristics of old age. Option (c) 

eager : anxiety, here too the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as eager is full of 

keen anticipation and anxiety is concern about an imminent danger. Option (d) apathetic : 

disinterest, here the relationship is that of synonyms as both mean showing no interest. 
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Therefore we can see that option (a) incipient : fruition, is similar to the above given analogy 

as incipient means the beginning of the start of hopes and fruition means the realisation of 

hopes. Therefore we can see that this option is the answer. 

 

40. The answer is option (b)"campaign : candidate". The given analogy is inaugurate : president, 

here the relationship between the words is that one is the function performed by the other as 

here inauguration is a function performed by a president. Option (a) abdicate : king, here the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above given analogy as 'abdicate' means to renounce or 

give up the throne and is not what a king usually does. Option (c) promote : student, here the 

relationship is again not similar to that of the above as a student does not promote. Option (d) 

install : officer, here the relationship between the words is not similar to that of the above as 

install is not something an officer does but rather he is installed. Therefore we can see that 

this option is most similar to the above given analogy, hence the answer. 

 

41. The answer is option (b) "pot-boiler : novelist". The given analogy is doggerel: poet, here the 

relationship between the words is that a 'doggerel' is a trivial verse written by a poet. Option 

(a) symphony : composer, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as a 

symphony is an elaborate composition, for full orchestra and a composer is one who 

composes or creates a work of music. Option (c) soliloquy : playwright, here again the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as a soliloquy is a part of a drama, and a 

playwright is one who writes play's. Option (d) easel : painter, here the relationship is that one 

is what the other uses in his profession, as here an easel, is a canvass on which a painter 

paints. Therefore we can see that option (b) pot-boiler : novelist, where a pot-boiler is a trivial 

book written by the novelist is similar in relationship to the above and is the answer. 

 

 

42. The answer is option (c)"asylum : refuge". The given analogy is dungeon: confinement, here 

the relationship between the words is that one is used for the purpose of the other, as here a 

dungeon is used for confinement (imprisonment). Option (a) hospital : mercy, here the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as a hospital is used for healing, option (b) school 

: truancy, here the relationship is again not similar to that of the above as a school is used for 

education and not for truancy. Option (d) courthouse : remorse, here again the relationship is 

dissimilar to that of the above as a courthouse is used for reprimanding and not for remorse. 

Therefore we can see that option (c) asylum : refuge, here the relationship is similar to that of 

the above as an asylum is a place or institution offering shelter and refuge, therefore this is the 

answer. 

 

43. The answer is option (a)"garbled : clarity". The given analogy is ramshackled : soundness, 

here the relationship is that both are antonyms, ramshackled means ruin or broken down and 

soundness means wholeness or entire. Option (b) humdrum : monotony, here the relationship 

between the words is that both are synonyms as both mean boring. Option (c) decrepit : 

demolition, here the relationship between the two words is that both are again synonyms as 

both mean ruined. Option (d) flimsy : transparency, here the relationship is once again of 

synonyms as both mean thin or fine. Therefore we can see that option (a) garbled : clarity, 

here again the words are antonyms as garbled means unclear and clarity means clear or plain, 

and so this is the answer. 

 

44. The answer is option (d) laudatory : eulogy. The given analogy is sententious: aphorism, here 

the relationship between the two words is that both are synonyms, as sententious, means a 

short pithy maxim, and aphorism is also a short pithy maxim. Option (a) redundant : criticism, 

here the relationship between the two words is that they are unrelated words as redundant 

means not needed and criticism means finding fault. Option (b) allegorical : maxim, here again 

the relationship is that one is an allegory and a maxim is a general truth or rule or conduct 

expressed is a sentence. Option (c) deprecatory : panegyric, here again the relationship is 

dissimilar to that of the above as both words are disconnected and one means disapproval 

and one means a laudatory discourse. Therefore we can see that option (d) laudatory : eulogy, 

where both mean praising speeches, here are synonyms and is the answer. 
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45. The answer is option (d)"tirade". The given phrase is "a long speech of denunciation" 

 Option (a) banter, means good humoured teasing, option (b) rhetoric, means effective or 

persuasive speaking and option (c) slander, means to talk badly about, therefore none are 

similar to the given word. On the other hand option (d) tirade, which means a long vehement 

denunciation is most similar in meaning to the above given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

46. The answer is option (a) perigee. The given phrase is "a point in a body's orbit at which it is 

nearest the earth". Option (b) perihelion, which means the point in the orbit of a planet at 

which it is closest to the sun, option (c) apogee, means the point in a body's orbit at which it is 

furthest from the earth. Option (d) aphelion, means the point in the orbit of a planet or comet at 

which it is farthest from the sun. Therefore we can see that option (a) perigee, which means 

the point in a body's orbit at which it is nearest the earth is the closest in meaning to the given 

phrase, hence the answer.  

 

47. The answer is option (c) amanuensis. The given phrase is "a person who writes from dictation 

or copies manuscripts", option (a) stenographer, means a person who takes dictation in 

shorthand. Option (b) secretary, means a person employed by an individual or in an office to 

assist with correspondence and option (d) archaeologist is a person who studies human 

history and prehistory through excavation. Therefore we can see that none of the above mean 

the same as the above phrase, whereas option (c) amanuensis, which means a person who 

writes from dictation or who copies manuscripts and so is closest in meaning to the given 

phrase and is the answer. 

 

48. The answer is option (b) jejune. The given phrase is "intellectually unsatisfying", option (a) 

morose, means sullen or ill tempered, and option (c) dreary, means dismal or gloomy and 

option (d) tedious, means wearisome. Therefore we can see that none of these are similar to 

the given phrase, whereas option (b) jejune, which means intellectually unsatisfying is the 

closest in meaning to the above given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

49. The answer is option (a) postiche. The given phrase is "a coil of false hair worn as an 

adornment", option (b) coiffure, means the way or style in which hair is arranged. Option (c) 

wreath, means flowers fastened in a ring and option (d) braid, means a woven band of silk 

thread used for trimming. Therefore we can see that option (a) postiche, which means a coil of 

false hair is closest in meaning to the above given phrase,  hence the answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (a) bulwark. The given phrase is "a rampart or defence". Option (b) 

buttress, means a support of stone brick. Option (c) fort, is a fortified building or position, 

option (d) barrier, means a fence or other obstacle that bars advance. Therefore we can see 

that option (a) bulwark, which means a defensive wall or rampart is most similar to the above 

given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

Exercise 7(A) 
 

1. The answer is option (b) just. The given word is 'equitable' which means fair or just. Option (a) 

square, option (c) calm, which means peaceful and option (d) profitable which means lucrative, 

none mean the same as the above given word. On the other hand option (b) just which means 

acting in accordance with what is usually morally right is closest in meaning to the given word, 

hence the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (c) segregated. The given word is 'insular' which means separated or 

remote. Option (a) neutral, which means in between, option (b) parochial, which means 

concerning a parish or local or narrow, and option (d) midway, again means in between, 

therefore none are similar to the given word. Whereas option (c) segregated means to isolate 

and is therefore the closest in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (d) related. The given word is 'kindred', which means one's relations or 

relatives. Option (a) affectionate, which means loving or caring, option (b) glorious which 

means honouring or conferring glory and option (c) pink, none of these are similar to the given 
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word. On the other hand option (d) related, which means relation or relative is similar in 

meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (a) bad luck. The given word is' jinx' which means a person or thing that 

causes bad luck. Option (b) trash, means rubbish, option (c) praise, means to speak well off 

and option (d) irritation, which means annoyance or discomfort none are the same as the 

above given word. On the other hand option (a) bad luck, which means lack of chance, 

regarded as the bringer of bad fortune and is closest in meaning to the given word, hence the 

answer. 

 

5. The answer is option (c) profitable. The given word is 'lucrative', which means profitable. 

Option (a) luxurious means characterised by luxury, option (b) dissatisfied which means failing 

to satisfy and option (d) harmful, which means causing harm or hurt are not similar in meaning 

to the above given word. On the other hand option (c) profitable which means of some gain is 

the same in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

6. The answer is option (b) whirlpool. The given word is 'maelstrom' which means a great 

whirlpool. Option (a) malice means intention to do evil, option (c) illness and option (d) prayer 

none mean the same as the above given word. Whereas option (b) whirlpool which is a 

powerful circular eddy in the sea, is closest in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

7. The answer is option (c) dying. The given word is 'moribund' which means at the point of 

death. Option (a) rebellious, which means defying, option (b) tiresome which means tedious 

and option (d) unimportant which means of no value, none are the same in meaning to the 

above given word. On the other hand option (c) dying which means at the end of one's life is 

closest in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

8. The answer is option (a) lengthen. The given word is 'truncate' which means cut the top or the 

end of something. Option (b) trespass, which means to intrude, option (c) agree, and option (d) 

stammer, which means speak with halting pauses. Option (a) lengthen which means to 

increase is most opposite in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

9. The answer is option (a) improve. The given word is 'vitiate' which means corrupt or debase. 

Option (b) poison, option (c) sharpen and option (d) discover which means to find out, or 

become a part of. Therefore option (a) improve, which means to make better, is most opposite 

in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

10. The answer is option (b) ugly. The given word is 'winsome' which means attractive. Option (a) 

losing, option (c) sweep and option (d) reason, none mean the opposite as the above given 

word. On the other hand option (b) ugly which means unattractive or plain is most opposite in 

meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

11. The answer is option (c) confront. The given word is 'appease' which means make calm or 

quiet. Option (a) express means definitely stated, option (b) compromise means the settlement 

of a dispute by mutual decision and option (d) discover, which means become aware or find 

out, none are opposite in meaning to the above given word. On the other hand option (c) 

confront which means face up and deal with is most opposite in meaning to the given word, 

hence the answer. 

 

12. The answer is option (b) guide. The given word is 'beguile' which means to delude. Option (a) 

conceal, which means to hide, option (c) lose and option (d) mislead which means to misguide, 

none are the opposite in meaning to the above given word. On the other hand option (b) guide 

which means a person who leads or shows the way, is most opposite in meaning to the given 

word, hence the answer. 

 

13. The answer is option (c) unpleasant. The given word is 'congenial' which means pleasant or 

agreeable. Option (a) acquired, means gain or obtain, option (b) solemn means serious and 

option (d) hot, none mean the opposite as the above given word, whereas option (c) 

unpleasant, which means not pleasant is most opposite in meaning to the given word, hence 

the answer.  
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14. The answer is option (b) optimism. The given word is 'despondency' which means dejected or 

in low spirits. Option (a) opaque, means not permitting light to pass through it. Option (c) 

poverty means lack of finances and option (d) despair, means gloom or depression. Therefore 

we can see that none of the above are opposite in meaning to the above given word. On the 

other hand option (b) optimism, which means an inclination to hopefulness and confidence, is 

the most opposite in meaning to the given word, hence the answer. 

 

15. The answer is option (c) disperse. The given words (a) asperse, option  (b) slander and option 

(d) calumniate, all mean to talk or speak badly of whereas option (c) disperse which means to 

scatter is the odd word out as compared to the others, hence the answer. 

 

16. The answer is option (c) law. The given words are (a) reign, (b) rule and (d) dictum all mean to 

have power or prominence. Option (c) law on the other hand means a rule enacted therefore 

the odd word hence the answer. 

 

17. The answer is option (d) 2,5,3,4,1. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the dependence of economic growth and industrialisation on the adequate 

availability of in expensive energy. Sentence 2 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by 

stating that the two factors of economic growth and industrialisation are contingent upon the 

adequate availability of inexpensive energy. Sentence 5 is the next continuing sentence as 

then elaborates that another factor is dependent on the availability of energy, which was 

discussed in the previous sentence. Next sentences 3 and 4 continue by discussing the way 

the oil prices have been affected due to this energy availability and lastly sentence 1 

concludes by stating that to review the policy has become necessary. Therefore we can see 

that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative and correct 

paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

18. The answer is (c) 2,4,5,3,1. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed is 

the importance of inter country comparison in a fast changing world and its relevance that can 

hardly be over emphasised. Sentence 2 is the correct opening sentence as it states that this is 

an important and relevant part in a fast changing world. Sentences 4 and then 5 further 

continue by elaborating that certain factors like rate of growth of economic and social life 

within each country are what lend dimensions to this comparison. Lastly sentences 3 and then 

1 conclude by stating that development programmes in India have aimed at catching up with 

the industrial economies and that India's relative position vis-à-vis these countries is 

necessary for further evaluation of India's economic performance. Therefore we can see that 

this option forms the most coherent sequence, hence the answer. 

 

19. The answer is option (b) 4,2,5,1,3. From the given sentence we can see that the topic 

discussed is growth and evolution of the corporate sector in India. Sentence 4 is the correct 

opening sentence as it states that in India growth and evolution are largely a by-product of the 

change in the economic environment and the legislative control over it. Sentence 2 is the next 

continuing sentence as it states that this growth and evolution discussed in the previous 

sentence is largely a mix of several forms, sentence 5 then further states that a large number 

of private sector joint stock companies are in operation. Lastly sentences 1 and then 3 

conclude by stating that in addition a number of public companies have also come into 

existence and that in the private sector the degree of professionalism in management has 

increased. Therefore we can see that this option when read comparatively to the others forms 

the most correct and coherent paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

20. The answer is option (b) 4,1,3,2,5. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the constitution of India. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it states 

that the constitution of India is the most potent instrument of integration that establishes 'unity 

in diversity'. Sentences 1 and 3 are the next sentences that follow in continuity by stating what 

the constitution says about India. Sentences 2 and then 5 conclude by stating that it also 

enunciates Directive principles of state policy and that these principles are fundamental in the 

governance of a country. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent 

sequence as compared to the other options, hence the answer. 
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21. The answer is option (d) 3,2,4,5,1. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

discussed is the role that human resources development plays in the process of growth and 

development. Sentence 3 is the correct opening sentence as it states that human resource 

development plays a key factor in the growth process. Sentences 2 and then 4 follow by 

stating that education and health levels are also vital input for economic development and to 

achieve it. Sentences 5 and then 1 conclude by stating that India's population can be an asset 

provided that it is trained and educated on sound lines and furthermore it depends on the 

extent that human resources are developed in terms of skills and other factors. Therefore we 

can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative 

sequence, hence the answer. 

 

22. The answer is option (c) "ship : keel". The given pair of words is car : chassis, the relationship 

between the two words is that one is the base frame of the other. Option (a) building : wall 

here the relationship is that both are structures. Option (b) books : paper, here the relationship 

is again not similar as a book consists of papers. Option (d) grain : chaff, here the relationship 

is that chaff is the husk of grain separated by winnowing. Therefore we can see that none of 

the above are similar in relationship, whereas option (c) ship : keel, where a keel is a base 

frame of a ship is similar in meaning to the above given analogy, hence the answer. 

 

23. The answer is option (d) bacteria : infection. The given analogy is lightening : thunder, here 

the relationship is that one is always followed by the other, as lightening the cause for thunder. 

Option (a) cyclone : typhoon, here the relationship is dissimilar to the above as both are 

synonyms and both mean a violent storm. Option (b) accident : mishap, here again the 

relationship is that of synonyms and option (c) ignition : engine, here too the relationship is 

dissimilar to that of the above as an engine is started by an ignition. Therefore we can see that 

none of the above are similar in relationship to the above whereas option (d) bacteria : 

infection, here the relationship is similar to that above as bacteria is the cause for an infection, 

therefore this option is the answer. 

 

24. The answer is option (b) work : wages. The given pair of words is exam : diploma, here the 

relationship between the two is that one is the reward or end result of completing the other. 

Option (a) test : preparation, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as here 

preparation are the steps taken to do a test. Option (c) dictionary : meaning, here too the 

relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as here one is used for the other. Option (d) 

switch : fuse, here again the relationship is dissimilar to the above, therefore we can see that 

option (b) work : wages is similar to the above in relationship as wages is what one gets or the 

rewards after completing work, therefore this is the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (c) farmer : hoe. The given pair of words is painter : brush, here the 

relationship is that one is the tool used by the other in his work or skill. Option (a) driver : car, 

option (b) teacher : student and option (d) executive : plan, none are similar in relationship to 

the above given analogy. Whereas option (c) farmer : hoe is similar in relationship to the 

above given analogy as a hoe is a tool used by a farmer on a farm, which assists him in his 

work. Therefore we can see that this is the answer. 

 

26. The answer is option  (a) loyalty : master. The given analogy is chivalry : lady, here the 

relationship is that one is the virtue shown or accorded to the other, as chivalry is a virtue of 

courtesy shown to a lady. Option (b) voyage : captain, (c) royalty : author and option (d) 

maturity : major, none are the same as the above given pair of words whereas option (a) 

loyalty : master, here too loyalty is a virtue that is accorded to one's master by a servant, 

therefore this is the answer. 

 

27. The answer is option (b) plant : seed. The given pair of words is bird : egg, here the 

relationship between the two is that one is the origin of the other. Option (a) tree : root, option 

(c) animal : mammal and option (d) child : family, none are the same in relationship to the 

above given analogy. On the other hand option (b) plant : seed, here the relationship is similar 

to that of the above as a seed is the origin of a plant, and so this option is the answer. 
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28. The answer is option (b) police : constable. The given analogy is coastguard : mariner, here 

the relationship is that both are synonyms as both work with the navy. Option (a) cricketeer : 

captain, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as a captain heads a cricket 

team. Option (c) airforce : air marshal, here the relationship is dissimilar to that above as an 

airmarshal is a rank in the airforce. Option (d) publishing : author, here the relationship is 

dissimilar to that of the above as publishing is done by an author. Therefore we can see that 

option (b) police : constable, here again the relationship is that of synonyms, therefore this is 

the answer. 

 

29. The answer is option (d) vegetable : food. The given pair of words is war : destruction, here 

the relationship between the given pair of words is that one is the effect or the consequence of 

the other as here destruction is the effect or result of war. Option (a) virus : disease, here 

again the relationship is similar to that of the above as a disease is caused by a virus. Option 

(b) cloud : rain, here again the relationship is similar to that of the above as rain is heralded by 

clouds and option (c) learning : knowledge, here again the relationship is that knowledge is 

the result of learning. Therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite in relationship 

whereas option (d) vegetable : food is not similar to that above, hence the answer. 

 

30. The answer is option(c) rice : rum. The given pair of words is orange : marmalade, here the 

relationship between the words is that one is used as an ingredient or to make the other, as 

here marmalade is made of oranges. Option (a) potato : vodka, here the relationship is similar 

to that of the above as potato is used in the making of vodka. Option (b) wheat : bread, here 

too the relationship is similar to that of the above as bread is made out of wheat, and option 

(d) tomato : ketchup, here too the relationship is similar as ketchup is made out of tomatoes. 

Therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite to the above given words. Option 

(c) rice : rum, on the other hand is not similar to the above given analogy as rum does not 

consist of rice as an ingredient. Therefore this option is the answer.  

 

31. The answer is option (c) connubial : youth. The given pair of words is cosmic : universe, here 

the relationship between the words is that one means of the other or belonging to the other, as 

here cosmic means of the universe. Option (a) terrestrial : earth, here too the relationship is 

similar to that of the above as terrestrial means belonging to the earth. Option (b) lunar : 

moon, here too the relationship is similar to that of the above as lunar means of the moon, and 

option (d) annular : ring, here too the relationship is similar to that of the above as annular 

means like a ring. Therefore we can see that none of the above are dissimilar to that of the 

above given words. On the other hand option (c) connubial : youth, here the relationship is 

dissimilar to that of the above as connubial means relating to marriage and has nothing to do 

with youth so the answer. 

 

32. The answer is option (c) hasty : post. The given pair of words is posthumous : death, here the 

relationship is that one means occurring after the other as here posthumous means occurring 

after death. Option (a) prandial : dinner, here the relationship is similar to that of the above as 

prandial means occurring after dinner, option (b) natal : birth, here the relationship is similar to 

that of the above as natal is after birth or concerned with birth. Option (d) romantic : love, here 

again the relationship is similar to that of the above. Therefore we can see that none of the 

above are dissimilar to the above given analogy. On the other hand option (c) hasty : post is 

dissimilar to the above given analogies, hence the answer. 

 

33. The answer is option (c) photograph : graphic. The given pair of words is building: vertical, 

here the relationship between the two is that one is the shape of the other. Option (a) ladder : 

slanting, option (b) street : horizontal and option (d) plumb : straight, all are similar in 

relationship to the above given pair of words. On the other hand option (c) photograph : 

graphic is dissimilar to the above given analogies as graphic is not related to a photograph, 

therefore this is the answer. 

 

34. The answer is option(c) ship : crew. The given pair of words is word : letter, here the 

relationship between the two is that one is made up or consists of the other, as here a word is 

made up of alphabets or letters. Option (a) book : page, option (b) team : player and option (d) 

phrase : word all are similar to the above given pair of words. On the other hand option (c) 
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ship : crew is dissimilar to the above given words as a ship is not made up of a crew rather 

crew operate on a ship. Therefore this option is the answer. 

 

35. The answer is option (a) ambitious:  avarice. The given pair of words is stubborn : resistance, 

here the relationship between the words is that both are synonyms as both mean refusal to 

comply. Option (b) crestfallen : dejection, both mean forlorn, option (c) devious : dishonesty, 

both mean untruthful, and option (d) prudent : discretion , both mean to be cautious or careful, 

therefore we can see that all of the above are similar to the above given analogy and are all 

synonyms, whereas option (a) ambitious : avarice where ambitious means full of ambition and 

avarice means extreme greed for money, these two words are not synonyms and are therefore 

the answer. 

 

36. The answer is option (c) utopia. The given phrase is "an imaginary, but a perfect society". 

Option (a) idealism, means an ideal or standard, option (b) cornucopia means a symbol of 

plenty and options (d) plethora means excess. Therefore we can see that none of these are 

similar to the given phrase whereas option (c) utopia which means a perfect place or state is 

closest in meaning to the above given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

37. The answer is option (a) apartheid. The given phrase is "genocide based on race or religion ". 

Option (b) segregation, means isolation, option (c) animism, means the attribution of a living 

soul to plants and option (d) pogrom is an organised massacre. Therefore we can see that 

none of these are similar to the given phrase whereas option (a) apartheid, which means the 

policy or system of segregation or discrimination on the basis of race is most similar in 

meaning to the above given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

38. The answer is option (b) plagiarism. The given phrase is "theft of someone else's writings". 

Option (a) facsimile, means an exact copy of writing, option (c) forgery means the act of 

counterfeiting or falsifying and option (d) parody means an exaggerated, humorous imitation of 

an author, therefore we can see that none of these are similar to the given phrase. On the 

other hand option (b) plagiarism, means to make use of the thoughts of another as one's own, 

hence the answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (d) zephyr. The given phrase is "a gentle breeze". Option (a) southwind 

is a wind that blows from the south, option (b) squall, means a violent storm and option (c) 

draft, means a document or cold wind sneaking through a vent, therefore we can see that one 

of the above mean the same as the above given word. On the other hand option (d) zephyr 

which means a gentle breeze is closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is the 

answer. 

 

40. The answer is option (c) proximo. The given phrase is "next month". Option (a) ultimo, means 

of last month option (b) instant, means immediately. Option (d) pronto, means quickly. 

Therefore we can see that none of these are similar to the given phrase whereas option (c) 

proximo which means next month is the closest in meaning to the given phrase, hence the 

answer. 

 

41. The answer is option (c) agronomists. Option (a) economist, which means an expert or student 

of economics. Option (b) agriculturists, means those who practise the science of cultivating the 

soil. Option (d) entomologists who study the forms and behaviours in insects, none fit correctly 

into the context of the given sentence. On the other hand option (c) agronomists which mean 

those who practice the science of soil management and crop production is the answer as the 

given sentence talks about developing of hybrid varieties and boosting foodgrain production, 

hence the answer. 

 

42. The answer is option (c) regimen. Option (a) prescription, means a medicine prescribed, 

option (b) treatment, means the application of medical care or attention to a patient, and option 

(d) recipe, ingredients used in cooking, therefore we can see that none fit correctly into the 

context of the given sentence. On the other hand option (c) regimen which means a prescribed 

course of diet is the answer as in the given sentence the words 'strictly following' imply that 

something has been prescribed. 
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43. The answer is option (c) niche. Option (a) employment, a person's regular trade or profession. 

Option (b) avocation, means minor occupation and option (d) placement, and means a 

particular position occupied by an individual. Therefore we can see that option (c) niche which 

means a well suited position in employment is The answer as in the given sentence it is 

mentioned 'finally seems to have found his…' therefore this is the answer. 

 

44. The answer is option (b) liquidate. Option (a) indict, means accuse, option (c) liquefy means to 

become liquid and option (d) lacerate, means to tear or cause or pain. Therefore we can see 

that none fit correctly into the context of the given sentence.  Option (b) liquidate which means 

wind up affairs of a company or concern is The answer as in the given sentence the words 'sell 

his enterprise', shows that the individual is wanting to sell. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

45. The answer is option (b) introvert. Option (a) ascetic, means a person who practises severe 

self discipline and abstains from all forms of pleasure, option (c) invertebrate is not having a 

backbone and option (d) expatriate is living abroad for a long period. Therefore we can see 

that none fit into the context of the given sentence whereas option (b) introvert which means a 

shy thoughtful person who shies away from people, is The answer as in the given sentence 

'does not mix with people' is mentioned. 

 

46. The answer is option (b) dissembling. Option (a) cupidity means greed for gain, option (c) 

dichotomy means a sharp contrast and option (d) discordance means disagreeing, therefore 

we can see that none of the above fit into the context of the given sentence therefore option 

(b) dissembling which means to bring apart is the answer. 

 

47. The answer is option (d) celibate. Option (a) bachelor means an unmarried man, option (b) 

single means one who is not married and (c) unmarried means not married, therefore we can 

see that the above options do not fit into the context of the given sentence. Option (d) celibate, 

which means to abstain from marriage, is the answer. 

 

48. The answer is option (b) candour. Option (a) honesty, option (b) credibility which means 

believable and option (d) conciliation which means reconcile none fit into the context of the 

given sentence. Whereas option (b) candour, which means frankness, is the answer as the 

given sentence mentions a certain individual and ponders on the fact of whether he will be 

able to survive in politics, therefore this is the answer. 

 

49. The answer is option (d) anomalous. Option (a) absurd, which means unreasonable option (b) 

apathetic which means lack of interest and option (c) ridiculous which means silly, none fit 

correctly into the context of the given sentence. On the other hand option (d) anomalous, 

which means an irregular feature, is the most correct option for the given sentence, hence the 

answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (c) amnesia. Option (a) forgetfulness, means tendency to forget, option 

(b) antithesis, means the direct opposite and option (d) anaesthesia which means the absence 

of sensation artificially induced by medication, none fit into the context of the sentence. On the 

other hand option (c) amnesia which means loss of memory is the answer. 

 

51. The answer is option (a) I only. Option (b) III only is incorrect as it states that sentence III only 

is the answer, whereas only sentence I is the answer. Option (c) I & II is also incorrect as it 

states that both sentences I&II are correct whereas only sentence I is correct. Option (d) I, II & 

III, is also incorrect as it states that sentences I, II & III are correct, whereas only sentence I is 

correct. Option (e) I & III is again incorrect as only sentence I is correct, therefore we can see 

that option (a) I only which states that only sentence I is correct is the answer. 

 

52. The answer is option (c) I & II. Option (a) I only, is incorrect as it states that only sentence I is 

correct, whereas both sentences, I & II are correct. Option (b) II only is incorrect as it states 

that only sentence II is correct whereas both sentences I & II are correct. Option (d) I & III is 

again incorrect as it states that both sentences I&III are correct whereas sentences I & II are 

correct and not III. Option (e) I, II & III is again incorrect as only sentences I & II are correct 
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and not III. Therefore option (c) I & II, is the correct option as it states that both sentences I & II 

are correct which they are, therefore this is the answer. 

 

53. The answer is option (a) I only. Option (b) III only is incorrect as it states that only sentence III 

is the answer whereas only sentence I is correct. Option (c) I &II is incorrect as it states that 

both sentences I and II are correct whereas only sentence I is correct. Option (d) II & III is 

again incorrect as both are not correct and only sentence I is correct. Option (e) I,II & III are 

incorrect as here it states that sentences I, II & III are correct whereas only sentence I is 

correct . Therefore we can see that option (a) I only which states that sentence I is the answer 

is correct. 

 

54. The answer option is (d) I & II. Option (a) I, II & III is incorrect as it states that all three 

sentences are correct whereas only sentences I &II are correct. Option (b) I only is again 

incorrect as it states that only sentence I is correct whereas sentences I & II are correct. 

Option (c) II only is again incorrect as it states that only sentence II is correct whereas 

sentences I & II are both correct. Option (e) none is incorrect as it states that none of the 

above are correct whereas sentences I & II are correct. Therefore we can see that option (d) I 

& II which states that both sentences I & II are correct is the answer as both are correct. 

 

55. The answer is option (a) I,II & III. Option (b) I only is incorrect as it states that only sentence I 

is correct, whereas all three sentences are correct. Option (c) II only is again incorrect as it 

states that only sentence II is correct whereas all three sentences are correct. Option (d) I & II 

is again incorrect as it states that only sentences I &II are correct whereas all three sentences 

are correct. Option (e) none can again be ruled out as it states that none of the above are 

correct whereas all the three sentences are correct. On the other hand option (a) is the answer 

as it states that all three sentences are correct which they are, therefore this is the answer. 

 

56. The answer is option (e) "the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect and cannot be 

corrected even if interchanged". From the given sentences we can see that the word 'assure' 

is incorrect and should be 'insure' in both sentences as the word assure means to reassure 

and is therefore incorrect in the context of the given sentences. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

57. The answer is option (d) "the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be 

correct if interchanged". From the given sentences we can see that the word 'irritated' in 

sentence 1 should be replaced by the word 'aggravated' in sentence 2, and vis-à-vis which 

would make them correct , hence the answer. 

 

58. The answer is option(c) "the use of the words in both sentences is correct". From the 

given sentences we can see that both words in both sentences are correct. 

 

59. The answer is option (d)"if the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect but would be 

correct if interchanged". From the given sentences we can see that both the words used in 

both sentences are incorrect. In sentence 2 the word ‗luxuriant‘, which means thick or shining, 

is appropriate and should be used and in sentence 1 the word 'luxurious' which means full of 

luxury or riches is appropriate. 

 

60. The answer is option (a) "the use of the word in statement 1 is correct but in 2 is not". From 

the given sentence 1 we can see that the use of the word 'verbal' is correct whereas in 

sentence 2 the words "an verbal" are incorrect and should be "verbal", therefore this is the 

answer. 

 

Exercise 7(B) 
 

1. The answer is option (c). From the given sentences we are to select the option that is the most 

correct and concise grammatically and logically. Option (a), the use of the word 'then' is 

unnecessary, option (b) the word 'having' is not necessary, and option (d) the words 'exercise 

over' is not very grammatically correct. Therefore we can see that option (c) is the most correct 

and concise grammatically, hence the answer. 
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2. The answer is option (a). From the given sentences we can see that option (b) the use of the 

words 'has died' is incorrect, option (c) is again incorrect and sentence (d) the sentence is 

again incorrect. Therefore we can see that option (a) is the most correct and concise and 

grammatically correct, hence the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (a). Option (b) is incorrect grammatically as the words 'no one and 

scarcely' cannot be used together as scarcely means very rarely. Option (c) is again incorrect, 

as the words 'nowadays' should not be used with scarcely as the word scarcely means very 

rarely. Option (d) is again incorrect as the words 'by no one' should be replaced by 'by anyone' 

which is grammatically more correct. Therefore we can see that option (a) is the most 

grammatically correct and concise, hence the answer. 

 

4. The answer is option (a). Option (b) is correct but we are to choose an option, which is 

concise, and this sentence is not. Option (c) is again incorrect and option (d) is not as correct 

as option (a). Therefore we can see that option (a) is the most correct and concise as well as 

grammatically correct, hence the answer. 

 

5. The answer is option (a). Option (b) the words 'that you found' are incorrect, option (c) the 

words 'having' is again not grammatically appropriate, option (d) is again grammatically 

incorrect therefore we can see that option (a) is the most correct and concise grammatically, 

hence the answer. 

 

6. The answer is option (d). Option (a) the words 'to go in' are incorrect grammatically, option (b) 

is not concise. Option (c) the words 'going in the dark' are incorrect and so we can see that 

option (d) is the most concise and grammatically correct hence the answer. 

 

7.   (d) is the answer. All the four blanks can be filled up. The sentence speaks of someone trying 

to engineer something and so it is obvious that the science being spoken of is yet to establish 

itself. Hence emerging will fit in here. Anyone who tries to promote something has to be a 

`patron‘ of it. So, it is the right choice for the blank. This theory is adding  something to the 

chaos theory and hence the word extension will be apt here. The last blank can be filled up 

with the word components or parts since individual portions make up a whole.  

 

8.  (c) is the answer. Three blanks can be filled.  A business party is a formal get-together and the 

food served must be appropriate to the occasion. Hence, food that is strange or fanciful will be 

out of place here. So, exotic can be used in the first blank since the sentence speaks of food 

that is not appropriate at a business party. (The word `move‘ will fit in here if the indefinite 

article `a‘ had preceded smart). The word honour will fit in the third blank since the most 

embarrassing thing that could happen at a business party is to serve the one specially invited 

food that he or she does not like. The word sentiments will fit in the last blank since words like 

`affair‘ or `sentiments‘ are usually used after religious.  

 

9.   (c) is the answer. Three  blanks can only be filled. We are discussing the image of a person. 

So, it must be something that has already been established over a period of time.  Hence the 

word conventional will fit in the blank. No word fits in the second blank. (If it had been rewritten 

as He is ------ for his lifestyle, then the word famed will fit in). The third blank can be filled up 

with jell. The second line in the passage says that `Dennis does not fit in‘ with the usual class. 

His thinking will naturally not be in line with others and since it speaks of views not being 

similar, the word jell will fit in here. The word promising will fill up the last blank. Anyone who 

chooses to support someone‘s candidature will back a person who has the potential in him to 

do well.  

 

10.  (b) is the answer. Only two words can fit in. We are discussing traders and our first statement 

makes use of the word both. Mechanical is specified as one category. Something contrasting 

or supporting this must fill up the first blank. No such word figures in our options.  The second 

blank has made use of the adjective accurate. Since only an adverb can qualify an adjective, 

the word amazingly or remarkably can fit in here. The third sentence speaks of trading being 

done regularly based on the dreams. So, the dreams have to keep occurring often. No word 
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given can suitably fit the blank.. The word phenomenon can fill up the last blank. Phenomenon 

refers to a  person‘s perception or what the mind or senses perceive.           

 

11.  (d) is the correct answer. All the four blanks can be filled up. The word lap fills the first blank 

since `in the lap of luxury‘ is an idiomatic expression used to refer to someone who lives 

amidst luxurious surroundings. Being nobles, they ought to have led a wealthy life. The word 

pride will fit in here since the phrase `pride and personal honour‘ occur together. The word 

accepted will fill up the third blank since universally is often followed by `acknowledged‘ or 

`accepted‘. The last sentence speaks of the Monarch personally supervising the training and 

so those selected must be outstanding individuals. The word `talented‘ will be the right choice 

here.  

 

12.  (b) is the answer. Only two blanks can be filled. Let us consider the second blank first. The 

blank is followed by work in progress. It is preceded by immediate. So, the word has to be 

related to the ongoing work and must be timely. Hence the word relevance will fit in here. Now, 

coming to the first blank, the second half of the sentence speaks of something opposed to 

what fits in the second blank. So, the word random, which means something done haphazardly 

or  without much thought will be appropriate here. Only a word like possess will fit in the third 

blank and it is not given. Incorporate is required for the last blank and we do not have the word 

in our options. 

 

13. The answer is option (a). Option (a) is The answer as it follows in continuity to the previous 

sentence by further elaborating on the data and phenomenon mentioned in the sentence. The 

words 'revealed by observation' are again mentioned in this sentence, and can be used as 

clues in selecting this option as the answer. Option (b), (c) and (d) when read are not as 

correct options as (a), therefore making it the answer. 

 

14. The answer is option (d). Option (d) is The answer option as it mentions that 'even men are 

liable to neglect their duties and read. The next sentence then continues by stating "but 

women" which means that this sentence is the correct one, which follows in continuity, hence 

the answer. 

 

15. The answer is option(c). Option (c) is The answer as it continues by stating that the 'damage' 

mentioned in sentence 1 is something that is too be repaired and also precedes the next 

sentence. 

 

16. The answer is option (d). Option (d) is The answer as it precedes the next sentence in which it 

is mentioned that 'when there was cause' the individual in question spoke or was eloquent. 

Option (d) also correctly follows the previous sentence as it states that he spoke only when 

questioned and thoughtfully, and the opening sentence states that the characteristic of this 

individual was being too vigilant in study more than in other things. 

 

17. The answer is option (a). Option (a) elaborates further on the 'responsibility' mentioned in the 

opening sentence, hence the answer.  

 

18. The answer is option (b) "capricious". The given phrase is 'subject to whim'. Option (a) 

arbitrary, option (c) capricious and option (d) fanciful none mean the same as the above given 

phrase, whereas option (b) capricious which means subject to whim is closest in meaning to 

the above given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

19. The answer is option (a)"hermit". The given phrase is 'a person dedicated to a monastic way of 

life'. Option (b) acerbic, option (c) monk and option (d) oblate none mean the same as the 

above given phrase. Whereas option (a) hermit, which means a person who, is dedicated to a 

monastic life or work and prefers to be in solitude is closest in meaning to the given word , 

hence the answer. 
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20. The answer is option(c) "phillumenist". The given phrase is 'a collector of match box labels'. 

Option (a) philatelist is one who collects stamps, option (b) philanthropist and option (d) 

numismatist none mean the same as he above given phrase. Whereas option (c) phillumenist 

is one who collects matchbox labels as a hobby and is closest in meaning to the above given 

phrase and is the answer. 

 

21. The answer is option (a)"frivolous". The given phrase is 'lacking in seriousness'. Option (b) 

callous means one who is hard hearted, option (c) joker is one who amuses, and option (d) 

causal, none mean the same as the above given word. On the other hand option (a) frivolous 

which means lacking in depth or seriousness, is closest in meaning to the above given phrase, 

hence the answer. 

 

22. The answer is option (a) "abstinence". The given phrase is 'restraint from eating or drinking', 

option (b) temperance, option (c) obstetric and option (d) moderation, which means within a 

limited span, none mean the same as the above given phrase. On the other hand option (a) 

abstinence, is the answer as it means voluntary restraint from eating and drinking and is 

therefore closest in meaning to the given phrase, hence the answer. 

 

23. The answer is option (a) ACBD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is Indian investors and their suspicion when it comes to conglomerates. Sentence A is the 

correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that investors are suspicious of 

conglomerates. Sentence C is the next continuing sentence as it elaborates that the 

'conglomerates' spoken of in the previous sentence paint an image of a diversified group that 

delivers poor performance and whose whole is less than the sum of its parts. Next sentence B 

follows in continuity by stating that the reason for the poor performance discussed in the 

previous sentence is due to its promoter's objectives, which are not aligned to those of its 

shareholders and due to other factors. Lastly sentence D is the concluding sentence as it 

states the cause of diversification. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most 

coherent sequence as compared to the others, hence the answer. 

 

24. The answer is option (d) ADBC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is a certain individuals views on western democracies. Sentence A is the correct opening 

sentence as it begins by expressing the individual, Maritian's, views on the lack of self 

confidence in western democracies. Sentence D is the next sentence that follows in continuity 

by stating that this individual further dismissed communism and fascism as being irrational. 

Sentence B then follows by stating that he thought that bourgeois individualism was immoral 

and lastly sentence C is the concluding sentence as it states that during the post war period 

he joined enthusiastically in the confidence. Therefore we can see that this option forms the 

most coherent sequence as compared to the other options, hence the answer. 

 

25. The answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the formation of fog. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it states how fog is 

formed. Sentence B is the next sentence that follows in sequence as it states that this fog is 

common at sea due to currents. Sentence C then follows in continuity by further citing an 

example of these fogs, and lastly sentence D concludes by stating that these fogs may also 

occur during winter. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent sequence, 

hence the answer. 

 

26. The answer is option (b) CABD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the distinction between work and occupation. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence 

as it states that there should be a distinction made between work and occupation. Sentence A 

is the next continuing sentence as it then states what occupation implies and then sentence B 

states what work implies. Lastly sentence D concludes by stating that for the average man the 

necessity in work is invaluable. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most coherent 

sequence, hence the answer. 
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27. The answer is option (b) CABD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is an individual called Smith and his attitude of selfishness. Sentence C is the correct opening 

sentence as it states that a misconception has been stated, sentence A is the next continuing 

sentence as it states that the individual in question Smith saw no moral virtue in selfishness 

rather he was aware of its dangers. Next sentences B and then D which concludes state that 

nowadays he is seen as a champion of self interest and that he was a defender of capital over 

labour. Therefore we can see that this option follows a sequence which compared to the other 

options forms the most narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

28. The answer is option (d) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

debated upon is the strength of East Asia. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it 

states that the nations of East Asia out invest equivalently wealthy western nations. Sentence 

B then follows in continuity by asking the pertinent question of why these nations are investing 

so much. Sentence C then continues by stating that this simple question gets to the heart of 

American economics. Lastly sentence D concludes by stating that according to theory capital 

supposedly flows where the opportunities are the best. Therefore we can see that this option 

when read is the most narrative and continuous, hence the answer. 

 

29. The answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is literary terms. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it states that the simple 

solution is not simple at all. Sentences B and then C are the next sentences that follow in 

continuity by stating the debates and the arguments that literature written during a specified 

period can either be seen as romantic or modernist, and what are the factors that constitute 

romanticism and realism in a modern novel. Sentence D concludes by stating that it is wise to 

avoid using either term due to these complications. Therefore we can see that this option 

forms the most coherent sequence, hence the answer. 

 

 30. The answer is option (c) CBDA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the art of building by the roman engineering authority. Sentence C is the most correct option 

as it states that from fragmentary beginnings evolved the laws of building drawn up by the 

roman engineering authority. Sentences B and then D follow in continuity by stating the ways 

in which the buildings were made and lastly sentence A concludes by stating that this 

knowledge was a foundation for later schools. Therefore we can see that this option when 

read in its sequence forms the most narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the states of body and mind which are productive of objectless fright. Sentence A is the 

correct opening sentence as it states that there are certain states of body and mind that are 

productive of objectless fright. Sentences B and then C continue by stating what fright and its 

affects are, lastly sentence D concludes by stating that when reason apprehends a calamity 

then it looses all power to disturb us. Therefore we can see that this option forms the most 

coherent sequence, hence the answer. 

 

32. The answer is option (b) CABD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the goal of development and rebuilding a new society along western lines. Sentence C is 

the correct opening sentence as it states that the development and rebuilding of a new society 

along western lines is the goal of experts. Sentences A and then B continue in sequence by 

stating that the impact this culture can have, and lastly sentence D concludes by stating that 

this view has been now replaced. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence, hence the answer. 

 

33. The answer is option (b) CABD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the widespread use of gasohol and its far-reaching consequences. Sentence C is the next 

sentence after sentence 1 as it continues by stating the fibres used in the extraction of 

gasohol. Sentences A and then B continue by elaborating on the process known as the Tsao 

process. Lastly sentence D concludes by specifying the two fibres used. Therefore we can see 

that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence as 

compared to the others, hence the answer. 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 209 

34. The answer is option (a) ADCB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the capitalistic system. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence after 1 as it elaborates 

that external forces interrupt the estimation in economic risks. Sentences D and then C 

continue by stating that the interests of capitalism, and lastly sentence B are the concluding 

sentence as it states the representatives of capitalism. Therefore we can see these option 

forms the most narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

35. The answer is option (b) CABD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is Etruscan sculptures. Sentence C is the correct sentence after sentence 1 as it states that 

the Etruscan were particularly fond of brass and stone. Next sentences A and then B continue 

by stating that the forte of these sculptors was portraits. Lastly sentence D is the concluding 

sentence as it states that the art of portraiture has funerary significance. Therefore we can see 

that this option forms the most narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

36. The answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is adaptive divergence. Sentence A is the correct continuing sentence after 1 as it continues 

by stating that the divergence mentioned in sentence 1 is caused by certain factors. 

Sentences B and then C continue by stating that marine animals are indicative of this 

phenomenon. Lastly sentence D concludes by stating that a coral like form is shown which 

further elaborates this. Therefore we can see that this option when read forms the most 

narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

37. The answer is option (c) BDCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic discussed 

is the model of cognition. Sentences B and D continue by stating that cognition is the first step 

towards progress and maturity. Sentences C and then A conclude by stating that a child 

begins to exhibit certain characteristics. Therefore we can see that this option when read 

forms the most narrative paragraph, hence the answer. 

 

38. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the words 'so too' are not necessary and can be ruled 

out which will make the sentence correct. 

 

39. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the word 'in' should be replaced by 'to'. 

 

40. The error is in option (a). In option (a) the words 'of many sorts' is unnecessary and is not 

required in the sentence as the words both plant and animals are used. 

 

41. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the words "of rise and then falling" income is 

grammatically incorrect. 

 

42. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the word "motivational" need not be used as it is already 

used in the previous sentence. 

 

43. The error is in option (a). In option (a) the words 'extreme' and 'tiny' cannot be used together. 

 

44. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the word 'to' is incorrect and should be 'to an elite'. 

 

45. The answer is option (b)" antenatal : birth". The given analogy is antebellum : war, here the 

relationship is that one means before the other as antebellum means the period before the 

war. Options (a) antipathy : pathos, here the relationship between the words is that antipathy 

means aversion and pathos means pity, therefore we can see this option is not similar to that 

of the above. (c) Antibiotic : medicine, here the relationship between the words is that both are 

synonyms as both mean medicine and (d) antitrust : suit, here the relationship between the 

two is that antitrust means promoting competition and suit means court proceeding. Therefore 

we can see that none are similar to the above whereas option (b) antenatal : birth, is similar to 

the above given analogy as antenatal means before birth, hence the answer. 
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46. The answer is option (a)"shrewish : amiability". The given analogy is mulish : pliancy, here the 

relationship is that both are antonyms, as mulish means stubborn and pliancy means the 

ability to adjust or compliant. Options (b) sluggish : reluctance, here the relationship is that 

sluggish means lacking alertness or energy and reluctance means not forthcoming. Option  (c) 

apish : servility, here again the relationship is dissimilar as apish means silly or outlandish and 

servility means submissive. Option (d) kittenish : motility, here the relationship between the 

words is that both words are unrelated, as kittenish means playful and coy and motility means 

having the power to move spontaneously. Therefore we can see that all of the above are 

dissimilar in relationship whereas option (a) shrewish : amiability, where both are antonyms as 

shrewish means ill-tempered or nagging and amiability where amiability means easy or good 

natured,  is the most similar in relationship , hence the answer. 

 

47. The answer is option (a)"satiric : mocking". The given analogy is reticent : quiet, here the 

relationship between the two is that both are synonyms as both mean shy or reserved, or 

restrained, reluctant. Options (b) meticulous : stingy, here the relationship between the words 

is not similar to that of the above as meticulous means careful, precise, or concerned with 

details, and stingy, means giving or spending reluctantly, scanty, meagre. Option  (c) chaotic : 

ruly, here the relationship is that both are antonyms as chaotic means disorder or confusion 

and ruly means neat or orderly, and option (d)unabashed : demure here are again antonyms 

unabashed means not embarrassed and demure means shy, therefore we can see that none 

of  the above are similar as are not similar to the above whereas option (a) satiric : mocking, 

are again synonyms as both mean sarcastic, hence the answer. 

 

48. The answer is option (a)"entomologist : insects". The given analogy is geologist : gneiss, here 

the relationship between the two is that one is the study of the other as geologist is the 

scientific study of the origin, history and structure of the earth and gneiss is a rock of 

composition of granite . Option (b) meteorologist : asteroid, here the relationship between the 

words is not similar to that of the above as meteorologist is one who forecasts the weather and 

asteroid are small celestial bodies that revolve around the sun. Option (c) herpetologist : liver, 

here the relationship is again not similar to that of the above as herpetologist is one who 

studies that branch of zoology that deals with reptiles. And (d) botanist: zoo, here a botanist is 

one who specialises in botany and a zoo is where animals are kept, none are similar to the 

above, whereas option (a) entomologist : insects, here the relationship is similar to that of the 

above given analogy as entomology is the study of insects and so is similar to the above, 

hence the answer. 

 

49. The answer is option (b)"mendacious : liar". The given analogy is erudite : scholar, here the 

relationship is that one means of the other or that both are synonyms, erudite and scholar both 

mean learned. Options (a) meandering : traveller, here the relationship is dissimilar to that of 

the above as meandering means to move idly and aimlessly and traveller is one who travels or 

moves from place to place. Option(c) pliant : beggar, are again unrelated words as pliant 

means compliant and beggar is one who asks or begs for money and (d) vindictive : 

conqueror, here again the relationship is dissimilar to that of the above as vindictive means to 

seek revenge and conqueror is to defeat or subdue by force of arms, therefore  none are 

similar to the above whereas option (b) mendacious : liar are similar to the above as both are 

synonyms and both mean untruthful, and therefore this option is most similar to the above, 

hence the answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (c)"pig : austere". The given analogy is limpet : detach, here the 

relationship is that of one is the characteristic of what the other is not, limpet is a mollusc that 

attaches its self to things and the word is detach which means unattached. Options (a) 

porpoise : sound is not similar to the above given analogy as a porpoise makes sounds, option 

(b) eel  wriggle, here the relationship is again not similar to that of the above as an eel 

wriggles and (d) chameleon : disguise, here again disguise is what a chameleon does and so 

is again not similar to the above. Whereas option (c) pig : austere, here is similar to the above 

as austere is stern sombre or disciplined and a pig is none of theses things, therefore this is 

most similar to the above, hence the answer. 
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Exercise 8 (A) 
 

1. The answer is option (a) "column". The given word is 'obelisk' which means a sharp column of 

stone, or a shaft of stone. Option (b) asterisk, means a star shaped figure used to indicate an 

omission. Option (c) tomb, is a large grave and option (d) is bone none of these are similar to 

that of the given word. On the other hand option (a) column means a pillar or shaft and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (b)"lively". The given word is 'pert', which means lively or animated. 

Option (a) curt, means clipped or brusque. Option (c) intentional, means on purpose and option 

(d) calm, means peaceful, therefore we can see that none of the above mean the same as the 

above given word. On the other hand option (b) lively, is one of the interpretations of the word 

pert. Therefore it is the answer. 

 

3.  The answer is option (c) "genius". The given word is 'prodigy', which means a young person 

with exceptional talents or powers. Option (a) manufacture, means to make, option (b) 

favourite, means to have an exceptional or additional fondness towards and option (d) honesty 

means truthful. None of these are similar to that of the given word. Whereas option (c) genius, 

which means a person who has exceptional talent or gifting and is closest in meaning to the 

above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

4.  The answer is option (d)"refine". The given word is 'rarefy' which means to make or become 

less dense or solid. Sometimes it stands for refinement also, when used for persons. Option (a) 

scold, means to shout at or speak sternly too. Option (b) exhaust, means tired, and option (c) 

unearth, means to bring out or remove that, which is hidden. Therefore we can see that none of 

the above mean the same as the above given word, whereas option (d) refine which is one of 

the meanings of the word rarefy. Therefore the answer the answer is option (d).  

 

5.  The answer is option (b)" improve". The given word is ' revamp' which means to change or alter 

and improve. Option (a) coquette which means to be coy, option (c) punish which means to 

discipline for wrong doing and option (d) revenge which means to pay back for wrong doing, 

none mean the same as the above given word. On the other hand option (b) improve, which 

means to change for the better is closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

6.  The answer is option (a)"residue". The given word is 'sediment' which means residue of sand 

or dust. Option (b) imitation, which means to try to copy. Option (c) vulgarity, which means not 

proper or dirty, and option (d) strength, which means strong, none are similar to the above 

given word. On the other hand option (a) residue which means the left over is most similar in 

relationship to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

7.  The answer is option (b) "dull". The given word is 'staid' which means not amusing or 

interesting; boring and old fashioned. Option (a) juicy, which means full of liquid. Option (c) 

depressed, means in low spirits and option (d) dirty, which means not clean, none mean the 

same as the above given word. On the other hand option (b) dull, which means lacking 

alertness or responsiveness is closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

8.  The answer is (c) "absorb". The given word is 'emanate' which means to send forth. Option (a) 

instruct, means to guide, option (b) transmit means to cause to spread. Option (d) erase, which 

means to wipe out or remove totally, none are the same as the above given word. On the other 

hand option (c) absorb, which means to take in and retain, is most opposite to the above given 

word and is therefore the answer. 

  

9.  The answer is option (a) "insert". The given word is 'expurgate' which means to remove 

objectionable material. Option (b) lighten, means to make lighter, option (c) annoy, means to 

make angry or irritate, and option (d) expunge, means to erase or strike out. On the other hand 

option (a) insert, which means to put into is the most opposite in meaning to the above given 

word and is therefore the answer. 
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10.  The answer is option (b)"modesty". The given word is 'hauteur' which means arrogance or 

haughtiness in bearing or attitude. Option (a) health, option (c) essence, which means the 

essential element and option (d) pride, which means haughty, is similar to the above given 

word. On the other hand option (b) modesty, which means simplicity, is the most opposite in 

meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

11.  The answer is option (c)"cogent". The given word is 'incoherent', which means lacking harmony 

or connection or disorderly. Option (a) endless, means without end, option (b) harmless, 

means without harm and option (d) hostile, which means unfriendly, none are the opposite to 

the above given word. On the other hand option (c) cogent which means convincing or 

reasonable and sensible is most opposite to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

12.  The answer is option (a)"faulty". The given word is ' impeccable' which means faultless or 

perfect. Option (b) unfriendly, means unwilling to make friends. Option (c) vulnerable, means 

sensitive and option (d) irritating, which means to induce annoyance, none are opposite to the 

above given word. On the other hand option (a) faulty, which means imperfect or having faults, 

defective, is the most opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

13.  The answer is option (b) "fragrant". The given word is 'malodorous', which means a bad or foul 

odour. Option (a) cacophonic, means harsh sounding. Option (c) bright, and option (d) 

unpleasant, which means not pleasant, none are the opposite as the above given word. On the 

other hand option (b) fragrant which means having a pleasant odour, is the most opposite in 

meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

14.  The answer is option (c)"concrete". The given word is 'nebulous' which means unclear, hazy or 

indefinite. Option (a) obsolete means no longer in use. Option (d) pretentious, means claiming 

an unjustified position and option (b) regular means customary, usual or normal. Whereas 

option (c) concrete means to be based on facts, not on ideas or guesses. Therefore we can 

see that this is clearly the opposite of the word nebulous and is therefore the answer.‘ 

 

15.  The answer is option (d)"sapphire". Option (a), (b) and (d) are all types of winds whereas 

option (d) sapphire, which is the name of a precious stone, is the odd word out and is therefore 

the answer. * 

 

16.  The answer is option (c) flute. Option (a), (b) and (d) are all names of stringed instruments, 

whereas a flute is a woodwind tube instrument, and is therefore the odd word out and is the 

answer. 

 

17.  The answer is option (c) 2,5,4,3,6,1. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the President and the relationship that he has with the US military. Sentence 2 is 

the correct opening sentence as it states that the President wants to ban all forms of 

discrimination within the armed forces. Sentence 5 then follows in continuity by stating that it is 

ironic that the old guard questions his ability to make and take decisions. Sentences 4 and 3 

then follow by stating that loyalty is one of the inherent qualities of the army and is this is not 

present than they should step aside. Lastly sentences 6 and then 1 continue and conclude by 

stating that for the armed forces to question the integrity of their president is quite a different 

issue and a serious one at that. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

18.  The answer is option (a) 5,3,2,4,1,6. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the new BPL refrigerator. Sentence 5 is the correct opening sentence as it begins 

by introducing the product in question. Sentence 3 should follow as it says what the product 

can do in general. 2 explains why. Sentence will follow this since it explains the system named 

in 2. 1 describes what this can do and then 6 talks of the manufacturers. If the sentences are 

read in the order 5,3,2,4,1,6, they form the most narrative paragraph and coherent sequence. 
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19.  The answer is option (b) 3,1,4,2,5. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is a photograph of, a Sudanese child watched by a vulture. Sentence 3 should begin 

as it introduces the subject. 1 and 4 raise questions about the state of the child. Therefore they 

will follow 3. 2 and 5 are the speaker‘s opinions and those will be a fitting conclusion to the 

passage. Therefore the right sequence would be 3,1,4,2,5. 

 

20.  The answer is option (c) 4,2,1,3,5. One glance at the given sentences would tell us that the 

passage is on a popular speaker, Quzi Nisar. But careful reading would lead us to the opening 

sentence, which is on how situations change when there is rebellion. Only sentence 4 talks of 

this and therefore it will be the opening sentence. Sentence 2 would follow 4 as it introduces 

Quzi Nisar, who is being talked about in the rest of the sentences. 1 will follow this as it 

describes when and where. 3 and 5 are linked as they follow a narrative sequence. Thus the 

right sequence is 4,2,1,3,5. 

 

21.  The answer is option (d) 5,4,2,1,3. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is commemorations of the Holocaust. Sentence 5 is the correct opening sentence as 

it begins by stating that the commemorations stretch from Washington, to Warsaw to 

Jerusalem. Sentences 4,2 and one continue to talk of the commemorations in those respective 

places. 3 will effectively conclude the passage as it talks of the discordance in other regions. 

Therefore the right sequence is 5,4,2,1,3 which is answer option (d). 

 

22.  The answer is option (a) "condensation: refrigeration". The given analogy is ' evaporation: 

heat, here the relationship is that one is caused by the other as here evaporation is caused by 

heat. Option (b) consumption: cook, is not similar to the above, option (c) exhaustion: buy, is 

also not similar to the above as exhaustion is extreme tiredness and it may not be caused by 

buying. Option (d) oration: listen; oration is a speech and is not caused by listening. On the 

other hand we can see that option (a) condensation: refrigeration, is similar to the above given 

analogy as condensation is caused by refrigeration, and so is the answer.  

 

23.  The answer is option (c) 'car: chauffeur'. The given analogy is liquor: bartender, where one 

deals with the other. Option (d) can be eliminated, as it does not pertain to this analogy. Option 

(a) cloth: weaver and option (b) food: chef can be eliminated in view of a better answer option 

(c) car: chauffeur. This is because, options (a) and (b) talk give the relationship between a 

product and its maker. Whereas option(c) is the relationship between a finished product and 

the one who deals with it. This is similar to the pair in the question. The bartender refers to a 

person who works in a bar serving liquor. A chauffeur refers to a person who drives a car for 

another.  

 

24.  The answer is option (d) 'eye: socket'. The given analogy is tooth: gum, here the relationship 

between the two words is that one is fixed in the other, as here a tooth is fixed in the gum. 

Option (a) bone: joint, is not similar, as here a bone is not fixed in a joint. Option (b) chest: ribs, 

here again the relationship is not similar to that of the above as a chest is made up of ribs. 

Option (c) heart; aorta, here again the relationship is not similar to that of the above as aorta is 

part of the heart. Therefore we can see that none of the above are the same as the above 

given analogy, whereas option (d) eye: socket is similar in relationship as an eye is fixed in the 

socket and therefore this is the answer. 

 

25.  The answer is option (d)' man: handcuff '. The given analogy is cow: tether, here the 

relationship between the words is that one is a device to restrain the other. Option (a) dog: 

kennel, here the relationship is that a dog lives in a kennel and so is not similar to the above. 

Option (b) monkey: trick, here again the relationship is not similar to that of the above as a 

monkey does or performs tricks when taught, and option (c) cat: mousetrap, is again not similar 

as a mousetrap is for mice and not for cats. Therefore we can see that option (d) man: 

handcuff, is similar to that of the above as a handcuff restrains a man and is therefore the 

answer.  

 

 

 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 214 

26.  The answer is option (b)'flowers: bouquet'. The given analogy is diamonds: necklace, here the 

relationship is that many diamonds make a necklace, so many of one makes up the other. 

Option (a) books: shop, here the relationship is not similar to that of the above as a shop can 

consist of many various things not only books. Option (c) gold: bangle, here again the 

relationship is not similar to that of the above as a bangle is made of gold, and option (d) cars: 

road, here again the relationship is not similar to the above as a road does not consist of cars. 

Therefore we can see that none of the above are similar to the given analogy, whereas option 

(b) flowers: bouquet is similar to the above given analogy as here a bouquet is made up of 

many flowers and so this is the answer. 

 

27.  The answer is option (b)'hydro: water'. The given analogy is icon: idol, here the relationship is 

that both are synonyms as both mean an image used mostly to revere or for worship. Option 

(a) mono: stereo is not similar to that of the above as here the relationship is that one is the 

double of the other. Option (c) Pluto: planet, here again the relationship is not similar to that of 

the above as Pluto is the name of a planet and so the relationship is that one is the name of 

the other. Option (d) nitro: glycerin, here again the relationship is not similar to that of the given 

words, as here the relationship is that together it is the name of an explosive. Therefore we can 

see that none are similar in relationship to the above given pair of words whereas option (b) 

hydro: water, are synonyms as both mean water and so this option is the answer. 

 

28.  The answer is option (a) 'corpulent: fat'. The given analogy is perfunctory: superficial, here the 

relationship is that both are synonymous. Option (b) covert: open, here both are antonyms as 

covert means hidden and open means clear. Option (c) conversant: illegal, here the 

relationship is that conversant means familiar as study or experience and illegal means not 

legal. Option (d) cryptic: laborious, here the relationship is that both are unrelated words as 

cryptic means mystifying and laborious means tedious. Therefore we can see that none of the 

above are similar in meaning to the above whereas option (a) corpulent: fat, here the 

relationship is similar to that of the above as both are synonyms and both mean fat or large, 

therefore this is the answer. 

 

29.  The answer is option (c) "dilettante: ignorance". The given analogy is entrepreneur: enterprise. 

An entrepreneur is one who starts an enterprise. Option (a) connoisseur: taste, the 

connoisseur is an expert whose taste counts. Option (b) egotist: conceit, here again the 

relationship is that an egotist exhibits characteristics of conceit, therefore the relationship here 

is that one is the characteristic of the other. Option (d) conspirator: secrecy, here the 

relationship is that a conspirator is one who plans in secret and so again one is the 

characteristic exhibited by the other. In all the above, one has something to do with the other 

while in option (c) dilettante: ignorance a dilettante is not ignorant but knows something of 

which he/she is not serious about. Therefore these two words are not related. Hence they are 

the most dissimilar pair.  

 

30.  The answer is option (a) "diffidence: confidence". The given words are celerity: promptitude, 

here the relationship is that both are more or less the same as celerity means swiftness and 

promptitude means swiftness of action. Option (c) mien: demeanour, are synonyms as both 

mean appearance. Option (d) mandate: command, are also synonyms as both mean control or 

command. In option (b) discordance: dissonance, are also synonyms and both mean discord. 

In option (a) the words diffidence and confidence are antonyms. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

31.  The answer is option (d) "zoology: zoo". The given words are metallurgy: alloy, here the 

relationship is that one is used in the making of the other. Option (b) lithography: printing, here 

again the relationship is similar to the above as lithography involves printing. Option (c) 

etymology: words, here too the relationship is similar to the above as here etymology is the 

study of linguistics which involves words. Option (a) astrology: future, here the relationship is 

similar to the above as astrology is used to predict the future. Therefore we can see that none 

of the above are quite as dissimilar to the given pair as the option (d) zoology: zoo where 

zoology does not involve zoo.  
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32.  The answer is option (a) " prehensile: monkey". The given analogy is marsupial: kangaroo, 

here the relationship is that one falls into the category of the other, as here a marsupial is a 

nonplacental mammal, and kangaroo is one. Option (b) mortal: man, here too the relationship 

is similar to the above as a mortal is subject to death and man is a mortal. Option (c) 

amphibian: frog, here the relationship is again similar to that of the above as an amphibian is 

an animal capable of living on both land and water and a frog is one. Option (d) aquatic: whale, 

here again the relationship is similar to that of the above as aquatic means living in or near the 

water and a whale lives in the water. Therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite 

to the above given analogy whereas option (a) prehensile: monkey is most opposite to the 

above given words as prehensile means having keen intellect and a monkey is not known to 

have this, therefore this option is the answer. 

 

33.  The answer is option (b) " window: porch". The given analogy is stove: kitchen, the relationship 

here is that one is found in the other or one is a place where the other is kept as here a stove 

is always in a kitchen. Option (a) sink: bathroom, here again the relationship is similar as a sink 

is found in a bathroom. Option (c) cot: bedroom is again similar as a cot is found in a bedroom. 

Option (d) book: study room, here the relationship is similar to the above as a book is found in 

a study room. Therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite to the above given 

words. Whereas option (b) window: porch is most dissimilar to the above given words as a 

window will not be found in a porch.  

 

34.  The answer is option (c) "dog: loyal".In the given pair of words, gazelle: swift, the analogy is, 

the animal and its physical characteristic. Options (a), (b) and (d), talk of the same. Sloth is a 

South African animal that moves very slowly. An elephant is big and a panda is furry. In the 

option (c) dog: loyal, loyalty is not the physical characteristic feature of a dog. Therefore this is 

most dissimilar to the given pair. 

 

35.  The answer is option (d) "fearing: intimidating". The given pair of words is quite synonymous. 

So are the options (a), (b) and (c). but the option (d) fearing: intimidating is quite different since 

intimidating is to frighten someone in a way that the he/she becomes less confident. Therefore 

this is the most dissimilar pair.  

 

36.  The answer is option (c) pyrotechnics. Option (a) glitter means to shine brightly with little 

flashes of light. Option (b) crackers refer to thin biscuits or sometimes a tube of coloured 

paper, which makes an explosive sound when pulled. Option (d) sparklers refer to a small 

firework that when held in hand, burns with many sparks. Option (c) pyrotechnics means a 

display of fireworks. Therefore this is the right answer. 

 

37. The answer is option (c) raconteur. Option (a) novelist is one who writes novels. Option (b) 

broadcaster is one whose job is presenting or talking on television or radio programs. Option 

(d) orator is one who makes formal speeches in public. Option (c) raconteur is a person who is 

good at telling stories in an interesting and amusing way. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

38. The answer is option (b) ratiocination. Option (a) non sequitur refers to a statement which doe 

not follow what has just been said in any natural or logical way. Option (c) rationalism refers to 

the belief that all behaviour opinions etc should be based on reason. Option (d) psychiatry 

refers to the study and treatment of mental illness. Option (c) ratiocination means the process 

of thinking or arguing about something in a logical way. This is closest in meaning to the given 

phrase, which is ‗exact and methodical thinking.‘ Therefore this is the answer. 

 

39. The answer is option (b) remorse. Option (a) reparation refers to the act of giving someone 

something in order to show that one is sorry for the suffering that one has caused. Option (c) 

recuperation refers to recovery. Option (d) refulgence means brightness. Option (b) remorse 

refers to the feeling of being extremely sorry for something wrong or bad that one has done. 

This is closest in meaning to the given phrase, ‗feeling a guilt.‘ Therefore this is the answer. 

 

40. The answer is option (a) requiem. Option (b) obsequies means trying too hard to please 

somebody who is important. Option (c) funeral refers to a ceremony usually a religious one for 

burying or cremating. Option (d) litany refers to a series of prayers to God, for use in church 
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services. Option (a) requiem refers to a Christian ceremony for a person who recently died. 

This is closest in meaning to the given phrase, ‗a Christian mass in memory of a dead person.‘ 

Therefore this is the answer.  

  

41.  The answer is option (a) sartorial. From the given sentence we can see that option (b) wearing, 

will not be the answer as it means exhausting. Option (c) costume, and option (d) outfit, are 

nouns and the blank has to be filled by an adjective. Option (a) sartorial, which refers to the 

way clothes are made or worn. This is an adjective and it fits the context. Therefore this is the 

answer. 

  

42.  The answer is option (d) taboo. Options (a) and (b) can be eliminated because of the word 

‗strictly.‘ Option (c) outlisted will also not follow since there is no list in question. Option (d) 

taboo refers to a general agreement on not to do something or talk about something. This fits 

the context better than all the rest and is therefore the answer.  

 

43.  The answer is option (b) trip. From the given sentence we can see that options (a), (c) and (d) 

cannot fill the blank as ‗rest‘ and ‗enjoyment‘ should be preceded by the preposition ‗of‘ and 

vacation refers to a long holiday. Option (b) trip, which refers to a short journey and back, will 

fit in the blank. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

44.  The answer is option (d) spearheaded. From the given sentence we can see that option (d) 

spearheaded which means the main or driving force behind is the most answer. All the options 

are grammatically right. But ‗inaugurated‘, ‗led‘ and ‗founded‘ may not fit in as appropriately as 

the word ‗spearheaded‘ since the sentence talks of a movement.  

 

45.  The answer is option (a) pseudonym. From the given sentences we can see that option (a) 

pseudonym, which means a fictitious name is the best option and is therefore the answer. 

Option (b) pen name refers to a name used by a writer instead of the real name. Option (c) 

sobriquet refers to a nickname. Option (d) mascot refers to an animal or toy etc which people 

believe brings them good luck. 

 

46. The answer is option (b) habitat…Safari. From the given sentences we can see that option (b) 

habitat…. safari, both words fit most appropriately into the given blanks of the sentence and 

are therefore the answer. In option (a) the word, ‗homes‘ does not fit in the context. In option 

(c) also, the word ‗surroundings‘ is in appropriate. In (d)both the words do not fit in the context. 

Habitat means a place where a particular plant or an animal is normally found and safari refers 

to trip to see wild animals.  

 

47.  The answer is option (b) descendants. Option (a) members is grammatically correct. But the 

statement is about erstwhile royal families, so this will not be very appropriate. Option (c) 

scions refer to the young members of a royal family. Since this is talking about the ministers, 

option (b) descendants is a better option. Option (d) inheritors will not follow as only property 

or possessions can be inherited and not the family itself. 

 

48.  The answer is option (b) prowess. From the given sentence we can see that option (b) prowess 

which means valour is the best option as the sentence talks of war. 

 

49.  The answer is option (d) polyandry. From the given sentence we can see that option (d) 

polyandry is the most correct option, and is therefore the answer. The clue lies in the word 

‗preponderance‘ which means predominance. Polyandry refers to the custom of having more 

than one husband at the same time. 

 

50. The answer is option (d) influence.The words satisfy, placate and appease means to give 

something in order to calm someone down. Whereas, influence would be a better fit since 

interest also refers to a group of people. Since the sentence talks of politicians giving 

concessions on the eve of elections, it is appropriate to say that they do so to influence various 

groups to get their votes. Thus the option (d) influence is a better choice in this context. 
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51. The answer is option (e) discussion. Acrimony refers to angry bitter feelings or words. This will 

not fit the context as it talks of a discussion. For the same reason, option (b) also will not 

follow. ‗Interference‘ is not appropriate. Gathering will be wrong because of the word, ‗during.‘  

 

52. The answer is option (a). The passage in general talks about the service offered by a retailer. 

In this context, guarantee is the most appropriate fit. Deal refers to an agreement applicable to 

large businesses, not in the case of a retailer. Rule will not fit in because the sentence talks of 

terms regarding free service. Warrant is as a noun refers to a legal document that is signed by 

a judge.  

 

53. The answer is option (b).Options (a) and (e) can be eliminated straightaway as there is the use 

of ‗an‘ before the blank. Anomaly refers to a thing or a situation, which is different from what, is 

normal or expected. Exemption means official permission not to do something or pay 

something that normally one has to do or pay. As the sentence is talking about something that 

can be done in general and not as a norm, both of these need not be used. Since exception 

means something that is not included in a general statement, this is the right option. 

 

54. The answer is option (a).Option (b) standby means to be ready for action this cannot be used 

in the context of the sentence as it talks of sales and market. Option (c) committed cannot be 

used in this context nor option (d) independent. Option (e) autonomy is a noun and not an 

adjective. Therefore this is to be eliminated. Finally, option (a) after-sales, fits perfectly in the 

context and is therefore the answer. 

 

55.  The answer is option (e) pertinence. Option (a) will not fit as the sentence talks about 

questions being raised. Efficiency will not be right, as the policy is in question and not the 

retailer himself. Legitimacy also will be wrong, as the policy is already a legitimate one. 

Revelation does not make sense in the context. Pertinence means appropriate to a particular 

situation. hence this will be the most appropriate answer. 

 

56. The answer is option (e) discourse. The passage opens with a discussion. Therefore, 

discourse would be the most appropriate word as it means a long and a serious treatment or a 

discussion of a subject in speech. Options (a), (b), (c) and (d) do not give the room for the 

possibility of a discussion. 

 

57. The answer is option (a) concept. Here the concept refers to the concept of the discount 

stores. Therefore, option (e) can be eliminated. Option (c) aberration means deviation from the 

norm. This also will not follow. Thought is repetition. Therefore it should be avoided. 

Perception means insight and so it will not be right to use it in this context.  

 

58. The answer is option (e) resentment. Bilious means bad tempered. The passage refers to 

products and selling therefore this is irrelevant. In the same way, rebellion and illumination are 

also irrelevant. Exactitude though semantically right, it is not so syntactically as the sentence 

goes on to talk about something negative. Resentment fits the context and is the right answer. 

 

59. The answer is option (a) appliances. Exigencies refer to urgent needs that one must attend to 

immediately. Therefore this will not fit in the context of the sentence. Goodies refer to 

something attractive. Refers to a machine or a piece of equipment only. Equipment, which 

would include only those which are needed for particular purpose, also is not as good an 

option as appliances, which would cover much equipment. 

 

60. The answer is option (c) decided. Absolve means to state formally that someone is not guilty. 

This is not relevant. Nor is option (b) condemned. Hypothesize is to suggest a way of 

explaining something that one has not understood. This also cannot come here as every one in 

the discussion are talking about something that they know of and there is no question of 

explaining something. Recognised is to have found out something that was not explicit before. 

Here they have only identified an exception and agreed upon it (the passage is an account of 

what happened in the discussion. Therefore it is imperative that everyone agreed). Therefore 

the answer is option (c) decided. 
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Exercise 8(B) 

 
1. The correct answer is option (c) BDCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the importance of information security in a global networked environment. 

Sentence B is the correct opening sentence after sentence 1 as it continues by stating that we 

are on the brink of a information revolution in which organisations will be linked globally in a 

virtual web. Sentences D and then C continue by stating the skills and the need for this, lastly 

sentence A then concludes by stating that this need will only increase in the future. Therefore 

we can see this option when read in its sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

2. The correct answer is option (d) BADC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is that you can share a secretary with another leader that will reduce costs. 

Sentence B then follows by stating that the secretary discussed in the previous sentence can 

be worked overtime until she is bitter and unattractive to look at. Sentences A and then D 

continue by stating that soon any employee will be willing to take a bullet for you, and that 

even if they are not you can just pull one in front of you at the last minute. Lastly sentence C 

then concludes by stating that it just all works out the same. Therefore we can see that this 

option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence as compared 

to the other options and is therefore the answer. 

 

3. The correct answer is option (c) BDCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed are the supreme court decisions that would enable the NAACP to construct a 

solid legal foundation and the racial discrimination that is also taking place in the states. 

Sentence B is the correct continuing sentence as it states that the place 'Oklahoma' which is 

mentioned in the previous sentence the action that is taken by a university there. Sentences D 

and then C continue in sequence by discussing the 'Oklahoma' case again and lastly sentence 

A then concludes by stating that the 'Sweatt', case which is further elaborated upon in 

sentence 6, a ruling was passed the same day. Therefore we can see that this option when 

read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

4. The correct answer is option (d) ABDC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the cultural and political differences among nations and that despite this 

the curriculum of elementary education at least is similar. Sentence A is the correct continuing 

sentence after 1 as it elaborates that the 'nations' mentioned in the previous sentence and the 

'elementary education' mentioned in the previous sentence are committed to mass education 

which is viewed as education for all. Sentence B then follows in continuity by further 

mentioning the 'nations' and the objectives of the 'elementary education' which was mentioned 

in the previous sentences. Sentences D and then C continue and then conclude by 

elaborating on the curriculum and the proportions of the schools mentioned. Therefore we can 

see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph 

and is therefore the answer. 

 

5. The correct answer is option (b) ACBD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the raids by the Vikings and other attacks faced by Europe and the other 

countries such as the French coasts, and the British isles. Sentence A is the correct continuing 

sentence after 1 as it elaborates on the attacks and where they came from. Sentences C and 

then B, continue further by stating that Europe was open and though men were insecure and 

defenceless, protection was promised by the lords to all that they sheltered. Sentence D lastly 

states that there were periods when Vikings raided the British Isles and French coasts at least 

once a year, and this sentence correctly precedes the sentence 6 which then goes on to state 

that there is a place in Switzerland which is still a memento of this period. Therefore we can 

see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence 

and is therefore the answer. 
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6. The correct answer is option (a) ABDC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the term' antiseptic' and its uses. Sentence A is the correct opening 

sentence after sentence 1 as it further elaborates on the previous sentence which states that 

"antiseptic can inhibit or kill microbial growth", and it states the concentration that can do this. 

Sentence B and then D continue by stating that substances that are in touch with external 

tissues are considered antiseptic if they inhibit microbial growth, and that other substances are 

considered antiseptics if they destroy micro organisms. Lastly sentence C then concludes by 

stating what the term "asepsis" is used for. This sequence when read forms the most narrative 

sequence and is therefore the answer. 

 

7. The correct answer is option (d) BACD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the 'seismic reflection method' as the most important tool in the search for 

petroleum reserves. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence as it states that this method is 

the most important tool in the search for petroleum reserves. Sentences A and then C, further 

elaborate on this process. Lastly sentence D then concludes by then stating on the last bit of 

the process. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms 

the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

8. The correct answer is option (b) DCBA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the term 'ragtime' and its distinction from jazz both as an instrument and as 

a genre. Sentence D is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that ragtime is 

distinct from jazz. Sentence C then follows in continuity by stating that this style stresses a 

pattern of repeated rhythms and not the constant variations. Sentences B and then A which 

concludes then state the further nuances of this ragtime. Therefore we can see that this option 

when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

9. The correct answer is option (d) BACD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the freshwater bacteria called 'anabaena'. Sentence B is the correct 

opening sentence as it states that researchers are finding that bacterium's are more 

analogous to a component cell then it is to a free living autonomous organism. Sentences A 

and then C continue by stating that this fresh water bacterium called 'anabaena' is a case to 

be cited as an example. Lastly sentence D then concludes by stating that within a single cell 

these processes are incompatible. Therefore we can see that this option is the most narrative 

paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

10. The correct answer is option (c) ADCB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is that social sciences are less likely to get credit for their accomplishments. 

Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it states that social sciences are less likely to 

get credit for their accomplishments then follows sentence D which states that this is so 

because the theories of social sciences are easily accessible as compared to the others. Next 

sentences C and then B which concludes by stating that the discoveries of social science are 

quickly absorbed into conventional wisdom. Therefore we can see that this option when read 

in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

11. The correct answer is option (d) BCAD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the exact dating of the ice age. Sentence B is the correct opening sentence 

as it states how geological dates are usually obtained. Sentence C then continues by stating 

that most of these rates are suitable when it comes to old rocks but when it comes to young 

rocks are erroneous. Sentences A and then D are the next and concluding sentences as they 

then state that the ice age is a typical example as when it comes to this age, there is no 

reliable way to date this and that lastly the ice age has a time span for which no element has 

an appropriate decay rate. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective 

sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as compared to the other options and is 

therefore the answer. 
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12. The correct answer is option (d) DBCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is that frailties are maladaptive. Sentence D is the correct opening sentence 

as it opens by stating that frailties are maladaptive, sentences B and then C further continue 

by elaborating on the characteristics of frailties. Lastly sentence A then concludes by stating 

that we might begin to resist their pressure. Therefore we can see that this option when read in 

its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as compared to the other options 

and is therefore the answer. 

 

13. The correct answer is option (c) BDCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the debate on transport of plant seeds to Hawaii. Sentence B is the correct 

opening sentence as it states that biologists argue that currents are responsible for transport 

of plant seeds to Hawaii. Sentences D and then C further continue by further elaborating on 

these processes. Sentence A is the concluding office as it states that there is a dispute on the 

mode of transportation. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective 

sequence forms the most narrative paragraph which is therefore the answer. 

 

14. The correct answer is option (a) DBCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed are species and their ability to increase their numbers from generation to 

generation. Sentence D is the correct opening sentence as it states that individuals like 

Darwin and Gilbert have observed that all species have the capacity to increase their numbers 

from one generation to the next. Sentence B and then C both then continue by stating that the 

task is for ecologists to untangle certain factors but due to the variety of behaviour it is difficult 

to undertake this task. Lastly sentence A then concludes by stating that some populations do 

not change whereas some populations are subject to cycles of change. Therefore we can see 

that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph as 

compared to the other options and is therefore the answer. 

 

15. The correct answer is option (d) ADBC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the policy of colonisation through acculturation which was continued when 

Mexico acquired Texas and bought the Indians into Mexican life and government. Sentence A 

is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating this fact of the Indians being bought to 

Mexican life and government through the policy of colonisation. Sentences D and B then 

continue by further elaborating on this process and by further elaborating on this and lastly 

sentence C then concludes by stating that US citizens migrated to Texas attracted by a land 

suitable for cotton. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence 

forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

16.  (c) is the correct answer. Three blanks can be filled up. Papyrus  refers to a sheet on which 

documents were written upon in ancient Greece. This passage speaks of the music world 

being shocked by something written on it. We must have a word like discovery here. We do 

not have a suitable option. The second blank can be filled up with the word `majority‘ as a 

large section of scholars were shocked by it. When one is confident about something, one 

declares or asserts it. Hence, the word asserted will fill up this blank.  The word parameter will 

fit in the last blank. Parameter refers to a measurable or quantifiable feature or entity. 

Chronological refers to arrangements of dates and events in the order of their occurrence. 

Hence, we can speak of  chronological parameter.  

 

17.  (d) is the answer as all the four blanks can be filled. The first sentence speaks of some trend 

undergoing a change and hence the word pattern will fit in here. The word federal will fit in the 

second blank as foundations come into the picture because there have been cuts in the 

amount spent by the government.  The third blank can be filled in with cutting-edge since 

foundations will be willing to spend on the technology which is latest. The last blank has to be 

filled with safe since the passage speaks of a change in pattern of thinking by foundations. 

They used to back `risky projects‘ earlier and so now they are backing only those projects 

which are not a gamble but are `safe.‘  
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18.   (d) is the correct answer as all the blanks can be filled. The word agrarian will fit in the first 

blank as we are discussing dissatisfaction among farmers. The second blank can be filled with 

paralleled as this discontent is being equated with something else. Again, the discontent is a 

result of the non-stop decline in the prices farmers could get for their products and so the word 

continuous will fit in the third blank. Since we are discussing discontent right from the first line, 

the word naturally fits in before greatest. 

 

19.   (c) is the correct answer. Since there is a great division among labourers, it is important that 

they are brought together or there is co-ordination. It is a natural consequence that such a 

vast labour force has specialised producers looking after the job. So, the word entails is our 

choice here. Due to the burden imposed on managers, the chances of making mistakes 

increase and so mismatches between supply and production are bound to take place. There is 

no word that can fit in the last blank as we are discussing a particular economic model and it 

does not figure in our options.  

 

20.  (d) is the correct answer. All the four blanks can be filled up here.  The word repudiate will fit 

in first blank as recent analysis has proved that families have had their origin from different 

ancestors. Therefore, Wiehle‘s theory has been disproved. The blank can also be filled in after 

reading the second sentence which elaborates on the theory. The sentence speaks of what 

the theory had said and hence postulated will be the word here. This theory had been put forth 

because it was presumed that web building can evolve only once.  Hence, premise will fit in 

here. The last blank can be filled in with characteristic since we are discussing about the 

aspects of a web structure.  

        

21.  The answer has to be (b). Two blanks can be filled up.The second blank can be filled with 

underline since rock is the hard material of the earth‘s crust exposed on the surface or under 

the soil. The last blank can be filled with settling since precipitation means depositing of  a 

substance in solid form. 

 

22. The correct answer is option (a). Option (b) the words 'you' is not needed, as we are not 

speaking of or to anyone in particular, whereas the sentence is generally made. Therefore it 

should be replaced by the word 'one' as the first half of the sentence the word 'one' is used. 

Option (c) the word 'make generalisations' is incorrect and should be replaced by 'generalise'. 

Option (d) the entire context of the sentence is changed as the words 'exceptional legislation' 

alter the meaning of the sentence totally. Therefore we can see that option (a) is the most 

correct and concise and is therefore the answer. 

 

23. The correct answer is option (d). Option (a) the words 'would have his way' are incorrect. 

Option (b) is again grammatically incorrect and option (c) the words 'had he had his way' are 

incorrect. Therefore we can see that option (d) is the most correct and concise option and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

24. The correct answer is (b). Option (a) the word 'raising' is not in the correct context of the tense 

of the given sentence. Option (c) the word 'introducing' is again not consistent with the tense 

of the given sentence and option (d) the words "purposed' is incorrect. Therefore we can see 

that option (b) is the most grammatically correct and concise option and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

25. The correct answer is option (c). Option (a) the words 'but' and 'too' are not to be used 

together. Option (b) the word 'also' is used after the word 'health' which is not correct. Option 

(d) the words 'but too' are incorrect. Therefore we can see that option (c) is the most correct 

and concise and is therefore the answer. 

 

26. The correct answer is option (a). Option (b), (c) and (d) are all not as correct as option (a), 

which is the most correct and concise and is therefore the answer. 

 

27. The correct answer is option (d). Option (a) the words 'in a great amount' are incorrect. Option 

(b) the words 'there have been very little' are incorrect which make the entire sentence 

incorrect. Option (c) the words 'in' is wrong also the words 'there has been ' are also incorrect. 
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Therefore we can see that option (d) is the most correct and concise and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

28. The correct answer is option (a). Option (b) cannot be considered as an option as it states that 

'other' theorists, whereas in the opening sentence it is generally 'theorists' and not the debate 

by different types of theorists. Option (c) mentions the 'problem with the collision hypothesis' 

and in the opening sentence there is nothing mentioned about the 'collision hypothesis'. 

Option (d) is again incorrect as it states that 'the collision theory 'is testable and the previous 

sentence does not mention any such theory. Therefore we can see that option (a) is the most 

correct and concise option and is therefore the answer. 

 

29. The correct answer is option (b). Option (a) cannot be considered as the answer as in the 

previous sentence it is mentioned that 'there was no character in musical drama'. Option (c) is 

again not to be considered as an option as it states that there was 'integrity in character', 

whereas in the previous sentence it is clearly mentioned that 'there is no character' in musical 

drama before Verdi. Option (d) is again not correct as it then states that Verdi only revised his 

opera for dramatic economy, and we are told in the previous sentence that Verdi was an 

exception to drama and lack of character. Therefore we can see that option (b) is the most 

correct option as it fits into the sentence and is in continuity with the thought expressed in the 

first sentence. 

 

30. The correct answer is option (d). Option (a) , option (b) and option (c) all three can be ruled 

out as the correct answer option, whereas option (d) which sub characterises the predator and 

prey into both carnivores and herbivores. Therefore we can see that this option is the correct 

answer as it completes the sentence most coherently. 

 

31. The correct answer is option (d). Option (a) cannot be taken as the answer as it states that 'its 

rules are a direct expression of this feeling of cohesion', whereas in the previous sentence no 

feeling of cohesion is mentioned. Option (b) cannot be taken as the answer as the correct 

answer as it uses the words' framed by Islamic states' whereas the previous sentence 

mentions Jewish law. Option (c) is again incorrect as the answer as it states that 'Islamic law 

was never supported by an….' Whereas in the previous sentence we are talking about Jewish  

law and what makes it different from the laws of canon and Islam. Therefore we can see that 

option (d) which states what Jewish law consisted of is the correct answer as it completes the 

given sentence coherently and is therefore the answer. 

 

32. The correct answer is option (c). Option (a) cannot be taken as the answer as it mentions the 

differences between 'highly creative art and highly creative science', whereas in the opening 

sentence there is no mention of creative science. Option (b) can again be ruled out as the 

answer as it again mentions 'innovative science' and in the previous sentence it is only 

creative activity that is mentioned. Option (d) is totally out of context with the given sentences, 

as it mentions 'music' and nowhere is music mentioned. Therefore we can see that option (c) 

which further elaborates on 'highly creative activity' is the most correct option and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

33. The correct answer is option (c). Option (a) is incorrect as it states that 'the number of 

indictments…' and in the previous sentence it is just stated that the extraction of case histories 

is not the only use to which court records may be put. Option (b) is again not the answer as it 

again mentions 'pre-industrial Europe' and in the first sentence nothing about Europe is 

mentioned. Option (d) can also be ruled out as the answer as it states that 'population is 

shaky' and in the previous sentence population is not at all mentioned. Therefore we can see 

that option (c) is the most correct option as it follows in continuity by further elaborating on the 

'records' mentioned in the previous sentence. 

 

34. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the word 'neither' is unnecessary and can be removed 

which will make the sentence correct. 

 

35. The error is in option (c). In option (c) the word 'began' is incorrect and should be 'begun' 

which is correct in the context of the given sentence. 
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36. The error is in option (a). In option (a) the word 'a' should be replaced by the word 'an' as the 

next word begins with a vowel and should always be preceded by the word 'an'.  

 

37. The error is in option (d). In option (d) the words 'this point' are used before in the option (b) 

and also the word 'inferable' is incorrect. 

 

38. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the words "a last five year period" are incorrect and 

should be "in the last five years". 

 

39. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the word 'insights' should be replaced by the word 

'insight'. 

 

40. The error is in option (b). In option (b) the word 'have' is to be replaced by the word 'has' which 

is grammatically correct as the rest of the sentence is in past tense. 

 

41. The correct answer is option (d) "telescope: astronomer". The given analogy is scalpel: 

surgeon, here the relationship is that one is the tool used by the other, as scalpel is used by a 

surgeon. Option (a) laser: agronomist, is not similar in relationship to the above as an 

agronomist is concerned with plants and their development and does not use lasers. Option 

(b) syringe: geologist, here again the relationship is not similar to the above as a syringe is 

used by a doctor and not by a geologist. Option (c) magnet: ecologist, here the relationship is 

again not similar, as a magnet is not used by an ecologist. Therefore we can see that none of 

the above are similar to the given analogy whereas option (d) telescope: astronomer is similar 

in relationship as an astronomer uses a telescope, and therefore this option is the answer. 

 

42. The correct answer is option (d)"circuitous: route". The given analogy is digressive: statement, 

here the relationship is that one is the long way of doing the other, as here digressive is 

rambling, and a statement can be rambling. Option (a) connotative: definition, here the 

relationship is not similar to that of the above as here the words mean more or less the same 

thing as connotative means meaning of a term, and definition means the meaning of a word 

phrase or term. Option (c) slanderous: slur, here again the words are synonyms as both mean 

to talk negatively or derogatively. Therefore we can see that none of the above mean the same 

as the above given words, whereas option (d) circuitous: route, is similar to the above given 

analogy as circuitous means lengthy or roundabout, and is the long way of taking a route. 

Therefore this is the answer. 

 

43. The correct answer is option (d) " tactlessness: truthful". The given analogy is chicanery: 

clever, here the relationship is that chicanery means a trick or an extremely clever ploy 

therefore both are synonyms. Option (a) expertise: knowledge, here the relationship is not 

similar to that of the above as one means having extreme skill in a certain field and knowledge 

means learned. Option (b) machination: heedless, here again the relationship is not similar to 

that of the above as the words are unrelated. Option (c) certainty: doubtful here the 

relationship is not similar to that of the above as both are antonyms, and certainty means sure 

and doubtful means unsure. Therefore we can see that none of the above mean the same as 

the above given words on the other hand option (d) tactlessness: truthful, here again the 

words are synonyms of sorts as tactlessness means open and not reserved and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

44. The correct answer is option (a) "score: improvise". The given analogy is text: extemporise, 

here the relationship is that text is a main body of a book or a subject or a theme and 

extemporise means to improvise therefore the relationship is that one is the making up of the 

other, at the spur of the moment. Option (b) exhibit: demonstrate, here the words are 

synonyms as both mean to show. Option (c) style: decorate, here the relationship is again not 

similar to the above as style means the way things are done and decorate means to adorn. 

Option (d) diagram: realise here the relationship is that one is the explanation used to make 

the other, as realise is the understanding or comprehension of facts and diagram is the way of 

expressing the fact to induce understanding. Therefore we can see that none of the above 

mean the same as the above given words whereas option (a) score: improvise is similar to the 
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above given relationship as to improvise means to on the spot improve or add to a score. 

Therefore we can see that this option is the answer. 

 

45. The correct answer is option (c) "dome: roof". The given analogy is alcove: recess, here the 

relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean a small hollow. Option (a) turret: chimney, 

here the relationship is not similar to that of the above as turret means a tower on a building, 

and chimney is a passage from which smoke and gases escape from houses. Option (b) 

column: entrance here the relationship is that a column is a long vertical structure and 

entrance is the way of entering. Option (d) foyer: ballroom, here the relationship is not similar 

to that of the above as a foyer is an entrance to a house and a ballroom is a room where 

dances are held. Therefore we can see that option (c) dome: roof, where both are synonyms is 

the same in relationship to the above given analogy and is therefore the answer. 

 

46. The correct answer is option (a) "immunity: vulnerable". The given analogy is desensitisation: 

allergic, here the relationship is that both are opposites in medical terms as, desensitisation is 

reducing of sensitivity and allergic is a reaction. Option (b) invigoration: stimulating, here the 

relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean to impart strength to, option (c) 

habitation: inured, here again the relationship is not similar to that of the above as inured 

means accustom and habitation means a residence. Option (d) sleep: anesthaestic, here the 

relationship is that one is induced by the other. Therefore we can see that none of the above 

are similar to the above, whereas option (a) immunity: vulnerable, here the relationship is 

similar to that of the above as again both are antonyms and immunity means resistant to 

infection and vulnerable means sensitive therefore this option is the answer. 

 

47. The correct answer is option (d) "hibernation: activity". The given analogy is interregnum: 

government, here the relationship is that interregnum means a break in continuity, so the 

relationship is that one is a rest or break from the other. Option (a) splice: rope, here the 

relationship is that splice is to join two strands of rope, so the relationship is that one is the 

joining of the other. Option (b) frequency: wave, here the relationship is that one is the 

occurring of the other at intervals. Option (c) infraction: law, here the relationship is that 

infraction is a violation and law is authority. On the other hand option (d) hibernation: activity, 

is the same as the above given analogy as hibernation is to be in a dormant state and activity 

is the state of being active. Therefore we can see that this option is the answer.  

 

48. The correct answer is option (c) "hyperbolic: exaggerated". The given analogy is aphoristic: 

terse, here the relationship is that both mean the same thing as aphoristic means terse or 

crypt. Option (a) eloquent: ornate, here the relationship is not similar to that of the above as 

eloquent is moving or expressive and ornate is heavy or showy and therefore we can see that 

both are almost opposites. Option (b) metaphorical: fantastic, here the relationship is that 

metaphorical is a figure of speech or a word, which is used to designate another and fantastic 

is extravagant. Option (d) equivocal: straightforward, here again the relationship is not similar 

to the above as both are antonyms and equivocal means of uncertain significance, and 

straightforward means blunt. Therefore we can see that none of the above are similar to the 

above given relationship, whereas option (c) hyperbolic: exaggerated, here the relationship is 

that both mean the same thing as hyperbolic means exaggerated, therefore this option is the 

answer. 

 

49. The correct answer is option (b) "generous: liberality". The given analogy is despotic: tyranny, 

here the relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean rulers with absolute powers and 

who rule excessively. Option (a) authoritarian: superiority, here authoritarian means stressing 

on obedience and superiority means of higher rank or station. Option (c) skilful: celebrity are 

both unrelated words as skilful means having skill and celebrity means a person who is 

famous or well known, therefore we can see that none of the above are similar in relationship 

to the above given words. Whereas option (b) generous: liberality, here the words are similar 

to the above given ones as both generous and liberality both mean generous and so are both 

synonyms and therefore is the answer. 
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50. The correct answer is option (a) "fortune: success". The given analogy is cornucopia: 

abundance, here the relationship is that both mean excessive or abundant, and so both are 

synonyms. Option (b) ensign: ship, here the relationship is not similar to that of the above as 

ensign is a national flag displayed on a ship and so here the relationship is that one is used by 

the other. Option (c) mace: authority, here the relationship is that a mace is used to stop and 

attack and so we can see that here the relationship is that one is used to assert authority. 

Option (d) unicorn: myth, here the relationship is that a unicorn is a myth, so the relationship is 

that one is a part of the other. Therefore we can see that none of the above are the same as 

the above given analogy, whereas option (a) fortune: success, here the relationship is similar 

to the above given analogy as both mean good fortune or good luck. therefore we can see that 

this option is similar to the above and is therefore the answer. 

 

Exercise 9(A) 
 

1.  The answer is option (c) "nonsense". The given word is 'gibberish', which means nonsense or 

rubbish. Option (a) precious, means valuable. Option (b) shining, means reflecting light, or 

sparkling. Option (d) painful, means involving pain. Therefore we can see that option (c) 

nonsense which means no sense or not making sense is the closest in meaning to the above 

given word and is therefore the answer.  

 

2.  The answer is option (b)" hunt ". The given word is ' forage' which means hunt for food. Option 

(a) ancient, means old, option (c) warning means a threat or sign of impending danger. Option 

(d) fluency, means able to express one's self effortlessly. Therefore we can see that none of 

the above mean the same as the given word whereas option (b) hunt which means to search 

for something with the intention of using for food. Therefore we can see that this option is the 

closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer.  

 

3.  The answer is option (d)" goal". The given word is 'culmination' which means the highest point 

or the end of something, usually happening after a long time. Option (a) contest would mean a 

competition. Option (b)casualty stands for a person who is killed or injured in war or accident. 

Option (c) agreement refers to an arrangement, a promise or a contract made with somebody. 

Option (d)goal stands for something a person wants to achieve. It could be the highest point 

that one aims for. In that sense this option comes close to the word given. Therefore, option (d) 

goal is the right answer.  

 

4.  The answer is option (b)"whimsical". The given word is 'capricious' means subject to whim or 

unpredictable. Option (a) short, option (c) obstinate, which means stubborn and option (d) 

irrelevant which means unrelated to the matter being considered, none mean the same as the 

above given word. On the other hand option (b) whimsical, which means erratic in behaviour, 

irrational or unpredictable is closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the 

answer.  

 

5.  The answer is option (c) "transparent". The given word is 'diaphanous' which means delicate or 

transparent or translucent. Option (a) noisy, means making a lot of sound. Option (b) silent, 

means minus sound and option (d) expansive means capable of expanding or comprehensive. 

Therefore we can see that none of the above are similar to the given word whereas option (c) 

transparent which means capable of transmitting light, therefore we can see that this option is 

closest in meaning to the given word and is therefore the answer.  

 

6.  The answer is option (b) "observe". The given word is ' descry ' which means to catch sight or 

detect. Option (a) abuse, means to speak badly to using strong words. Option (c) criticise 

means to find fault with and option (d) damage means to harm or injure. Therefore we can see 

that none of the above mean the same as the given word. Whereas option (b) observe which 

means to detect or watch carefully is the closest in meaning to the above given word and is the 

answer.  

 

7.  The answer is option (a) " starving". The given word is 'emaciated', which means thin and 

weak, usually because of illness or lack of food. Option (b) completed means finished, option 

(c) extinct means not living any longer and option (d) accumulated means to gather or pile up. 
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Therefore we can see that none of the above are the same in meaning to the above given 

word, whereas option (a) starving which means to die or suffer from extreme lack of food is 

closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer.  

 

8.  The answer is option (a) "gloom". The given word is 'rapture' which means extreme joy or 

happiness or ecstasy. Option (b) dormancy means inactive or lying asleep. Option (c) likeness, 

means bearing a resemblance. Option (d) delight, means great pleasure or joy. Therefore we 

can see that none of the above mean the opposite as the given word whereas option (a) gloom 

which means depression or despondency is most opposite in meaning to the above given word 

and is therefore the answer.  

 

9.  The answer is option (b) "confirm". The given word is ‗ rescind‘ which means to make void or 

annuls. Option (a) suspend means to stop for a period. Option (c) regret, means to feel sorry or 

distressed. Option (d) cancel means to annul or invalidate. Therefore we can see that none of 

the above are opposite in meaning to the above given word, on the other hand option (b) 

confirm, which means to make sure is the most opposite in meaning to the above given word 

and is therefore the answer.  

 

10. The answer is option (b) "exhibit". The given word is 'sequester' which means to be in 

seclusion, or withdrawn. Option (a) equation means the art of being equal. Option (c) 

dissimilarity means the art of being different or distinct. Option (d) create means to cause to 

exist or produce. Therefore we can see that none of the above mean the opposite to the above 

given word whereas option (b) exhibit which means show outwardly or display is most opposite 

in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer.  

 

11.  The answer is option (c) " dissatisfied". The given word is smug which means self righteously 

complacent. Option (a) complacent means smug. Option (b) artificial, means not real. Option 

(d) sullen means morose or sulky. Therefore we can see that none of the above mean the 

opposite as the above given word whereas option (c) dissatisfied which means a lack of 

contentment is the most opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the 

answer.  

 

12.  The answer is option (b) "accelerate". The given word is 'temporise' which means to delay 

making decision or giving answer in order to gain time. Option (a) criticise means to find fault. 

Option (c) improve means to make better and option (d) procrastinate, which means to put off. 

Therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite in meaning to the above given word 

whereas option (b) accelerate which means to speed up or make faster is most opposite in 

meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer.  

 

13. The answer is option (d) " happiness". The given word is 'throes' which means a severe pang 

or spasm of pain. Option (a) divinity means a deity or Godhead. Option (b) copies mean an 

imitation or reproduction of an original. Option(c) pain, is similar in meaning to the above given 

word. Therefore we can see that none of the above are opposite in meaning to the above given 

word. On the other hand option (d) happiness, which means joy or the state of being happy is 

most opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer.  

 

14.  The answer is option (a) "glorify" . The given word is ‗traduce‘ which means to cause 

humiliation or disgrace by making malicious and false statements. Option (b) produce, means 

to make, option (c) yield, means to produce and option (d) vilify means to make defamatory 

statements about and is similar in meaning to the above given word. Therefore option (a) 

glorify which means to honour praise or exalt, is most opposite in meaning to the above given 

word and is therefore the answer.  

 

15.  The answer is option (c) "ample". The given words all mean effective and capable of success. 

Option (c) ample on the other hand means plenty and is different in meaning to the other words 

and is therefore the answer.  

 

16.  The answer is option (a) "initiative". All the other words given are adjectives whereas initiative 

is a noun. Therefore it is different from the rest and is the right answer.  
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17.  The answer is option (b) 5,2,4,3,1 . From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is Germany's resolution on war and the change in that resolution that occurred 

gradually. Sentence 5 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that after World 

War II, Germany vowed that its soldiers would never march off to war. Sentence 2 and then 4 

follow in continuity by elaborating that however nowadays Germany is joining international 

military organisations that make peace and that two weeks ago German airmen flew over 

Bosnia as crew members on AWACS radar surveillance aircraft. Sentences 3 and then 1 

further continue and conclude by stating that this is recognition of Germany‘s role in the 

emerging world order and that Bonn has agreed to send troops to join the UN mission. We can 

see that this option gives the most narrative and coherent order. Hence it is the answer.  

 

18.  The answer is option (d) 1,2,3,5,4,6 . From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the crusader Annie Besant. Sentence 1 is the correct opening sentence as 

it begins by introducing this great woman, stating that this woman worked for underpaid women 

and half starved children in London. Sentences 2 and then 3 continue by stating her various 

attributes and achievements. Sentences 5 and 4 then continue by stating that she was 

accepted as the greatest British woman of her time and that India was her final home where 

she was regarded as an ardent nationalist. Lastly sentence 6 then concludes by stating her 

name. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its sequence forms the most 

narrative sequence and is therefore the answer.  

 

19.  The answer is option (c) 2,3,5,4,6,1 . From the given sentences we can see that the scene 

being described is the flogging of Seaman Wilson on a ship. Sentence 2 is the correct opening 

sentence as it begins by stating that seaman Wilson is being fogged because he was not 

looking lively on deck. Sentences 3 and 5 then continue by describing the state of Seaman 

Wilson. Sentences 4, 6 and then 1 continue and then conclude by further elaborating on the 

scene on the deck. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence 

forms the most narrative and coherent paragraph and is therefore the answer.  

 

20.  The answer is option (c) 4,5,6,1,3,2 . From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is he debate as to why Alfred Nobel who invented dynamite had prizes named after 

him. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it opens the debate by stating that Alfred 

Nobel who was the creator of dynamite found peace prizes after him. This also states that he 

was a Swede. Sentence 5 and then 6 further continue by describing the climatic conditions of 

Sweden and stating the effect of the climatic conditions on people. Sentences 1, 3 and 2 

continue and then conclude by stating that his profession could have been caused by feelings 

of guilt. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the 

most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer.  

 

21.  The answer is option (a) 3,1,6,2,5,4 . From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is Nissim Ezekiel and his defence of poetry. Sentence 3 is the correct opening 

sentence as it states that the poet defends his poetry as a form of 'knowledge'. Sentences 1,6, 

and 2 further continue by stating that his views are correct. Sentences 5 and then 4 conclude 

by stating that the conclusion reached by the poet could be mistaken. So we can see that this 

option when read in its sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and hence is the answer.  

 

22.  The answer is option (c) "to...out of". Option (a) "for...into", the word into does not make sense 

in the context of the given sentence as the individual spoken of is already in the meeting so 

this option can be ruled out. Option (b) 'with...away from' is not right as objection to is the right 

phrase and not objection with. Option (d) 'to...out from ', here the first word 'to' is incorrect. 

Therefore we can see that option (c) where both words rightly fit in, is the answer.  

 

23.  The answer is option (c) "for want of". Option (a) because of, does not make sense in the 

context and can therefore be ruled out. Option (b) 'is again wrong and option (d) is also 

grammatically incorrect. Therefore we can see that option (c) where both words fit correctly in 

the context of the sentence is the answer.  
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24.  The answer is (c) "exceeds the". Option (a) are excessive is incorrect as the word 'are' is not to 

be used when an amount of money is talked about. Option (b) ‗is an excessive‘ is not as 

correct as option (c) and option (d) will be excessive, is the wrong tense in the context of the 

sentence, none are as correct as option (c) exceeds the, where both words fit into the context 

of the sentence and is therefore the answer.  

 

25.  The answer is option (b) " for the sake of their beliefs". Option (a)' for their believers' is 

grammatically incorrect. Option (c) 'because they were believers', is also incorrect. Option (d) 

'it was for their belief', here the word belief should be replaced by beliefs, which would make it 

grammatically correct. Therefore we can see that none of the above fit as correctly as option 

(b) 'for the sake of their beliefs' and so this is the answer.  

 

26.  The answer is option (d) "by way of". Option (a) 'for the sake of ' is incorrect, as this option 

does not fit in this context. Option (b) 'in our' and option (c) ‗with his‘ is also not as correct as 

option (d). Option (d) by way of is the most answer.  

 

27.  The answer is option (b) "writing: plagiarism". The given analogy is money: misappropriation, 

here the relationship is that one is that one is the taking of the other wrongly to use as ones 

own and is the name given to the act, as here misappropriation is the wrong taking of funds. 

Option (a) gold: theft, here the relationship is not similar to the above as theft can refer to the 

stealing of anything not just gold. Option (c) confidence: deception is antonyms as one means 

trust and the other betrayal. Option (d) germ: disease, here the relationship is again not similar 

to the relationship of the above as here the relationship is that one is caused by the other. On 

the other hand option (b) writing: plagiarism, is the same as the above as plagiarism is the 

using of one's thoughts an ideas as ones own and is therefore similar to the above and is the 

answer.  

 

28.  The answer is option (b) book: library .The given pair of words is tree: forest, here the 

relationship is that one is made of lots or a large quantity of the other. Option (a) newspaper: 

press, here the relationship is that one is printed by the other or one makes the other. Option 

(c) professor: college, here the relationship is that one is the others place of work. Therefore 

we can see that none of the above are similar in relationship to the above given pair of words 

whereas option (b) book: library is similar in relationship to the given analogy as a library is 

made up of books, therefore this is the answer.  

 

29.  The answer is option (d) astronomy: astrology. The given pair of words is arithmetic: 

numerology, here the relationship is that both have to do with numbers. Option (a) anatomy: 

autopsy, here the relationship is that one is the examination of the other as here autopsy is the 

examination of the anatomy. Option (b) botany: horticulture, here the relationship is not similar 

to that of the above as here botany is the study of plants and horticulture is the cultivating of 

plants. Option (c) economics: banking, here the relationship is that one involves the other. 

Therefore we can see that none of the above are similar in relationship to the above given pair 

of words whereas option (d) astronomy: astrology, here the relationship is similar to the above 

as both deal with the stars. Therefore this option is the answer. 

 

30.  The answer is option (b) recession: unemployment. The given words are investment: growth, 

here the relationship is that one is caused by the occurrence of the other or one is the cause of 

the other, as here investment causes growth. Option (a) hunger: poverty, is not similar to the 

above given pair of words as hunger and poverty both occur together. Option (c) food: 

rationing, here the relationship is that one is the dividing of the other. Option (d) radiation: 

bomb, here the relationship is again not similar to the above given one. Therefore we can see 

that option (b) recession: unemployment, here the relationship is similar to the above as 

unemployment is caused by recession, therefore this option is the answer.  

 

31.  The answer is option (a) gait: walk. The given pair of words is accent: speech, here the 

relationship is that one is the way of performing the other, as accent is the way of speaking. 

Option (b) rhythm: tone, here the relationship is that one is the speed or the frequency of 

speech and one is the pitch or the intensity level of speech. Option (c) rhyme: poem, here 

again the relationship is not similar to the above as here the relationship is that both are 
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synonyms as both rhyme and poem are the same. Option (d) oration: speech, here the 

relationship is again similar, as both are synonyms and both mean speeches. Therefore we 

can see that none of the above are similar to the above given analogy whereas option (a) gait: 

walk, here the relationship is similar to the above and is therefore the answer.  

 

32.  The answer is option (b) dynamic: static. The given words are kinetic: potential, here the 

relationship is that both are antonyms. Option (a) water: jet, here the relationship is not similar 

to the above as the relationship is that one can be the form of the other, as here water can be a 

jet of water. Option (c) car: petrol, here the relationship is that one runs or works on the other. 

Option (d) leader: follower, here the relationship is that one follows the example of the other. 

Therefore we can see that none of the above are similar to the above given analogy whereas 

option (b) dynamic: static, here the relationship is that both are again antonyms and so is the 

answer.  

 

33.  The answer is option (c) gullible: convince. The given pair of words is naïve: cheat, here the 

relationship is that one is able to happen because of the characteristic of the other, as here 

naïve means simple and cheat is to take undue advantage of. Option (a) lazy: teach, here the 

relationship is not the same as the above. Option (b) indifference: motivate, here again the 

relationship is not the same as the above as indifference is not caring for anything or being 

affected by anything and motivate means to inspire. Option (d) noble: mean, here again the 

relationship is not similar to that of the above. Therefore we can see that option (c) gullible: 

convince, here the relationship is similar to that of the above as here when one is gullible then 

it is easy to convince them of anything, therefore this option is the answer.  

 

34.  The answer is option (c) " blood: vain". The given pair of words is air: lung, here the 

relationship is that one is used to transport the other, as here the lung transports air. Option (a) 

fuel: pipe here again the relationship is similar to the above. Option (b) water: conduit, here 

again the relationship is similar to the above, and option (d) gas: turbine, here again the 

relationship is similar to the above. On the other hand option (c) blood: vain, here the 

relationship is not similar to the above as vain is proud or conceited and so both words are 

unrelated, therefore this option is most opposite in meaning to the above given word and is 

therefore the answer.  

 

35.  The answer is option (c) high: spectrometer. The given pair of words is heat: calorimeter, here 

the relationship is that one is the instrument to measure the other. Option (a) distance: 

odometer, option (b) height: altimeter, and option (d) electricity: ammeter, all are similar to the 

above given words, whereas option (c) high: spectrometer, is not similar to the above given 

words and is therefore the answer.  

 

36.  The answer is option (c) doze: sleep. The given words are yell: speak, here the relationship is 

that one is the higher intensity of the other as here yell is the higher or louder intensity of 

speak. Option (a) shout: call, option (b) run: walk and option (d) study: read, all are similar in 

relationship whereas option (c) doze: sleep, here the relationship is most opposite as 

compared to the above as here doze: sleep are both similar, therefore this is the answer.  

 

37.  The answer is option (c) estimation: exaggeration.The given words are tendency: propensity, 

here the relationship is that both are synonyms as both means having a leaning or affinity 

towards. Option (a) conduct: behaviour, option (b) proof: demonstration and option (d) choice: 

selection all are similar in relationship whereas option (c) estimation: exaggeration here both 

are unrelated words as estimation means giving an estimate and exaggeration is something 

that is not so. Therefore this option is the most opposite to the above and is therefore the 

answer.  

 

38.  The answer is option (c) sari: woman. The given words are scale: fish, here the relationship is 

that one is the skin of the other or the outer covering of the other. Option (a) skin: animal, 

option (b) bark: tree and option (d) fur: bear all are similar to the above given analogy. Option 

(c) sari: woman, here the relationship is not similar to the above as a sari is the apparel worn 

by the woman and is not the outer covering.  
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39.  The answer is option (c) philatelist: stamps. The given pair of words is philologist: languages, 

here the relationship is that one is the intensive study of the other, as here philologist is 

someone who studies languages. Option (a), option (b) and option (d) all are similar to the 

above whereas option (c) is not similar as here a philatelist is one who collects stamps and 

does not study them, therefore this option is most opposite to the above and is therefore the 

answer.  

 

40.  The answer is option (b) scale: weight. The given words are mile: distance, here the 

relationship is that one is used to measure the other, as here a mile is used to measure 

distance. Option (a) litre: fluid, option (c) bushel: grain and option (d) degree: angle all are 

similar to the above. On the other hand option (b) scale: weight, here the relationship is not the 

same as the above as here both are synonyms, therefore this option is most dissimilar to the 

given analogy and is the answer.  

 

41.  The answer is option (d) alchemy. The given phrase is " science which claims to turn baser 

metals to gold". Option (a) chemistry, means the science of chemicals. Option (b) 

chemotherapy means the treatment given to cancer patients. Option (c) criminology, which 

means the science of solving crimes. Whereas option (d) alchemy, means the science of 

turning baser metals into gold. Therefore this is the answer.  

 

42.  The answer is option (c) edible. The given phrase is " something which is fit for being eaten"  

 Option (a) fodder is food for cattle, option (b) menu, is a food list at a restaurant, option (d) 

gastronome, is to do with the stomach. Therefore we can see that none of the above mean the 

same as the above given phrase whereas option (c) edible, means something that is fit for 

being eaten and is therefore the answer.  

 

43.  The answer is option (a) impromptu. The given phrase is " of a speech made without 

preparation" . Option (b) oration is a long boring speech. Option (c) elocution is the ability to 

speak correctly and clearly. Option (d) declamation, refers to the act of speaking or of 

expressing something to an audience in a formal way. Whereas option (a) impromptu, which 

means a speech without preparation, is closest in meaning to the above given word and is 

therefore the answer.  

 

44.  The answer is option (b) iconoclast.The given phrase is " a person who assails cherished 

beliefs" . Option (a) ruffian is a person rough in mannerisms and habits. Option (c) atheist, is a 

person who does not believe in God and option (d) rebel, is one who revolts against all 

accepted norms. Therefore we can see that none of the above mean the same as the above 

given word whereas option (b) iconoclast is a person who assails cherished beliefs and is 

therefore the answer.  

 

45.  The answer is option (c) malleable.The given phrase is " of a metal capable of being beaten to 

any shape". Option (a) brittle, means that which can break easily, option (b) ductile means 

easily mouldable and option (d) dirigible, means a lighter than air aircraft. Therefore we can 

see that none of the above mean the same as the given phrase whereas option (c) malleable 

which means being capable of being beaten into any shape is the closest in meaning to the 

above given phrase and is therefore the answer.  

 

46.  The answer is option (b) in perpetuity. Option (a), does not fit in this context. Option (c) without 

break is grammatically incorrect and option (d) cumulatively means increasing. Therefore we 

can see that none of the above mean the same as the above given word whereas option (b) in 

perpetuity means for all the time in the future. It is the most coherent fit in the context of the 

sentence and is the answer.  

 

47.  The answer is option (b) paralysed. Option (a) affected, means have an effect on, and is not as 

correct as option (b), option (c) perplexed means to cause concern and worry and is not as 

correct as option (d) confused, means in to minds. Therefore we can see that option (b) 

paralysed means to have an effect that stops all other things, is the most coherent fit and is 

therefore the answer.  
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48.  The answer is option (a) dishonest. Option (b) absentee, means one who is absent, option (c) 

undisciplined means one who is unruly and option (d) malingering is one who feigns illness to 

avoid work, therefore we can see that none is as correct a fit as option (a) dishonest which 

means one who is not honest and is therefore the answer.  

 

49.  The answer is option (a) imbroglio. Option (b) confusion is not as correct as option (a), option 

(c) failure is again not as correct as option (a) and lastly option (d) inquisition means an 

investigation. We can see that none of the above fit correctly into the context of the given 

sentence whereas option (a) imbroglio means a difficult or intricate situation and is therefore 

the most correct fit and the answer.  

 

50.  The answer is option (d) longevity. Although option (a) fertility and option (b) health 

syntactically makes sense, they shroud the sentence in ambiguity. Option (c) number will also 

not fit in as the sentence talks about those already born. Therefore we can see that none of the 

above fit correctly into the context of the given sentence whereas option (d) longevity stands 

for long life- the most correct and coherent fit and the answer.  

 

51.  The answer is option (a) I only. Out of the given sentences only the fist one conveys correctly, 

the meaning of the question statement. II is not right as the rising of the moon need not mean 

sunset. Likewise, even III is wrong as it says ‗night‘. Therefore the right answer is I only which 

is option (a).  

 

52.  The answer is option (c) I &II. Option (a) I only, can be ruled out as the answer as it states that 

sentence I is correct whereas both sentences I &II are correct. Option (b) II only is again 

incorrect as it states that only sentence II is correct whereas both sentences II &I are correct. 

Option (d) III only is again incorrect as it states that sentence III is correct whereas sentence III 

is totally incorrect. Option (e) none, can also be ruled out as it states that none of the above 

are correct whereas sentences I &II are correct. Therefore we can see that option (c) I &II 

which states that sentences I & II are correct is the answer.  

 

53. The answer is option (a) I only. Only the first statement gives the right meaning conveyed 

through the question statement. II is wrong, as it does not portray the concept as higher. III 

does not give the whole sense conveyed in the question statement. Therefore the right answer 

is option (a) I only.  

 

54.  The answer is option (a) I & III. Only the second statement does not clearly convey what the 

question statement does since a print ad does not refer to ads in the news paper alone. But 

III& I do convey exactly what the question statement means. Therefore, the answer is option (a) 

III& I.  

 

55.  The answer is option (d) I only. Only the first sentence conveys in full the meaning of the 

question statement. II is not right as it just says that the matters were important. The fact of his 

being occupied with those does not come through. In the third sentence there is no mention of 

the important matter that he was occupied with. Therefore the right answer is option (d) I only.  

 

56.  The answer is option (b) the use of the word in sentence 2 is correct but the one in 1 is not.The 

word hanged stands for death by hanging. Therefore we can see that the word "hanged" is 

incorrect in sentence 1. It should be "hung"  

 

57.  The answer is option (b) since the use of the word in sentence 2 is correct but the one in 1 is 

not. The word "accompanied" is incorrect in the first sentence because, ‗accompanied with‘ is 

wrong usage. The word accompanied stands for ‗together with‘.  

 

58.  The answer is option (a) since the use of the word in sentence 1 is correct but in 2 is not  

 From the given sentence we can see that the word " envelopes" in sentence 2 is not correct. It 

should have been ‗envelops.‘  
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59.  The answer is option (d) since the use of the words in both sentences is incorrect and can be 

corrected if interchanged.  

 Device stands for equipment designed to do a particular job. Devise means to find a new way 

to do something.  

 

60.  The answer (c) "if the use of both words in both sentences is correct"  

 

Exercise 9(B) 
 

1.  The answer is option (d) DBCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the executive and the focus on contribution. Sentence D is the correct opening 

sentence as it continues in correct sequence after sentence 1 by stating that the executive who 

is discussed in the previous sentence has his attention turned to the outside and to the only 

place where there are results. Sentences B and C then continue by stating further the thoughts 

that go through the executive's mind and the dilemmas that he faces. Lastly sentence A then 

concludes by stating the end result of this thought process. There fore we can see that this 

option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

2.  The answer is option (c) BACD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is 'meetings' and their relevance in any company. Sentence B is the correct opening 

sentence after sentence 1 as it continues by stating why meetings are a concession to a 

deficient organisation. Sentences A and then C further continue by elaborating on the above 

given sentences. Lastly sentence D then concludes by stating the usage of meetings. 

Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most 

narrative sequence and is therefore the answer 

 

3.  The answer is option (a) CBAD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the phenomenon of why consumers became so eager to buy. Sentence C is the 

correct opening sentence after sentence 1 as it further continues by discussing the ' answer' 

spoken of in sentence 1. Sentences B and A then further continue by further pondering on the 

reasons that people could have started showing an interest in buying. D leads to a debate, 

which is explicit in 6-, the question of whether these explanations are sufficient. Therefore we 

can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative 

paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

4.  The answer is option (b) BACD. B must follow 1 because it is the only sentence that refers to 

the class conflict spoken of in 1-though in the form of a question. A will follow B since it, in a 

way, answers the question put forth in B. C establishes the two sides that could possibly be 

there. D will follow C as it is the continuation of C. D also has a link to the footer. Thus this 

sequence, BACD is the most appropriate one.  

 

5. The answer is option (a)ACDB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is President Franklin Roosevelt. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it 

continues after sentence 1 by further elaborating on his mannerisms. C should follow A. D 

would come next since, the word, ‗this‘ refers to the strictest confidence mentioned in C. The 

result of this all is given in B, so naturally, B ends the sequence.  

 

6.  The answer is option (d) ADCB. In the sentences given, A will be a suitable opening statement 

as the rest talk about what the workers must do, while only A states the actual problem. D will 

follow A as only D refers to them as workers. C and B will follow next in sequence as they 

logically complete it. 

 

7.  The answer is option (d) DBCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the growth and survival of ferns. Sentences D and then B are the correct opening 

sentences as they open by stating the climates that ferns thrive in and the varieties of ferns. 

Sentences C and then A continue and conclude by stating that these plants provide insights 

into evolution and plant ecology. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 



 

Pankaj Gandhi’s Academy/Verbal Ability Tests 233 

8.  The answer is option (c) BADC. The subject discussed involves the Marxists and the 

Socialists. Sentence B will be a good opening sentence as it talks of how they stand together. 

A will continue after B as it talks of the essential difference between the Marxists and the 

Socialists. D explains why this difference exists and C gives a sort of the common element in 

both. Therefore we can see that option (c) which gives the answer in this sequence is the right 

one.  

 

9.  The answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the distribution of income tenths. Sentences A, B, C and D all follow in correct 

narrative sequence forming a narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

10.  The answer is option (c) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the usage of enamel in jewellery, right through history. A will be the right opening 

statement a sit introduces the topic of enamel decoration. B would follow A as talks of jewellery 

being made colourful by enamel decoration. C and then D would follow suit as they talk of 

other things made rich by enamel. Therefore the sentences in the given sequence are right as 

such. 

 

11.  The answer is option (c) ADCB. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the inability of the American military services to keep highly trained practitioners 

in uniform, the real problem is traced to traditional medicine. Sentence A is the correct opening 

sentence as it states since the end of World war II, the problem has been to keep highly 

trained medical personnel in uniform. Sentences D and C then continue further by stating that 

there have been dozens of studies and remedies but then the problems have been traced to 

traditional medicine. Sentence B then concludes by stating that the specialist is now being 

stressed on. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms 

the most narrative paragraph as compared to the other options and is therefore the answer. 

 

12.  The answer is option (c) DBCA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is a certain nurse Bryan and the patients response to her. Sentence D is the correct 

opening sentence as it begins by stating who the nurse in question is and then sentence B 

continues by further describing her. Sentences C and then A continue and conclude by further 

stating the characteristics of this lady and her effect on patients. Therefore we can see that this 

option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

13.  The answer is option (c) DABC. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the feeling of uneasiness that an effective detective always has in evaluating his 

case. Sentence D is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating this fact that no 

matter how effective a detective is, he is always uneasy while evaluating his case. Sentence A 

then continues by stating that the 'uneasiness' discussed in the previous sentence mostly turns 

out to be some silly detail. Sentence B then continues by further stating that the tenth time 

however one suddenly realises that the most important fact has been overlooked and lastly 

sentence C then concludes by citing an example of how the tenth time realisation dawns of 

what has been overlooked. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective 

sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

14.  The answer is option (b) DCBA. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the great music composer Mozart. Sentences D and then C are the correct 

opening sentences as they state that Mozart could work on several compositions at one time. 

Sentences B and then A further continue and conclude by stating that while other composers 

worked on one work at a time he was the one well known exception. Therefore we can see that 

this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

15.  The answer is option (a) ABCD. From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the Bell commitment. Sentences A and B are the correct opening sentences as 

they begin by stating that ' our business is service' became the Bell commitment and after the 

turn of the century was heresy. Sentences C and D conclude by stating that Vail saw to it that 
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the company lived up to their reputation. Therefore we can see that this option when read n its 

respective sequence forms the most narrative sequence and is therefore the answer. 

 

16.  The answer is option (d) "disagreement". The given phrase is ' a dissenting or different view'. 

Option (a) hearsay, means a thing that one has heard from another but does not know to be 

true. Option (b) apostasy stands for a person who has rejected is religious or political beliefs. 

Option (c) tergiversation, means change of one‘s party or principles. On the other hand option 

(d) disagreement is the closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

17.  The answer is option (a) "refractory". The given phrase is "stubborn or difficult to manage" 

Option (b) complicated means made of many different things. Option (c) obfuscating means 

confusing and option (d) contumely, means disgrace. Option (a) refractory is similar in meaning 

to the above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 

 

18.  The answer is option (a)" punctilious" The given phrase is " laying stress on niceties of conduct 

or form "Option (b) assiduous means diligent. Option (c) scrumptious means delicious and 

option (d) fetishist refers to a person who has particular affinity towards something. Option (a) 

punctilious, is the closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

19.  The answer is option (a) " emollient" The given phrase is " soothing or softening 

remedy"Option (b) salver means a large plate. Option (c) liniment refers to a liquid used for 

reducing pain and option (d) ointment refers to a substance used to heal a wound. Option (a) 

emollient is the same in meaning as the above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 

 

20.  The answer is option (b) " coiffure" The given phrase is "style of hair" Option (a) pastiche refers 

to a work of art. Option (c) wreath refers to an arrangement of flowers and leaves and option 

(d) crew refers to a group of people. Option (b) coiffure is the answer as it is closest in meaning 

to the above given phrase.  

 

21.  The answer is option (a) "commodious" The given phrase is "spacious and roomy". Option (b) 

copious means abundant. Option (c) ample means large or more than enough and option (d) 

capricious means changing suddenly and quickly. Option (a) commodious which means the 

same as the above given word is the answer. 

 

22.  (c) is our answer as three words can fill up the blanks. The first stage is questioning and then 

the filing of a chargesheet and then possible conviction. The second blank cannot be filled. 

The judge has to arrive at a conclusion based on first impression and so the word prima facie 

will fit in here. We are speaking of probable conviction earlier and hence probability has to be 

followed by the word conviction.   

 

23. (d) is the answer. Four words can fit in the blanks. The first sentence speak of adhering to 

stipulated norms. So, the word specific will fit in the first blank. The second blank qualifies the 

boundary conditions and the adverb accurately can be paired up with clearly.  We are 

speaking of boundary conditions and their impact on decisions. Hence, any shortfall in 

stipulating boundary conditions will affect the decision. The last blank can be filled up with the 

word ineffectual. The first sentence speaks of  effective decisions being an outcome of 

satisfying certain conditions. As the previous blank is filled with the word shortfall, we can fit in 

the word ineffectual here.  

 

24. (d) is the correct answer as all the blanks can be filled up.  Japan is being spoken of as an 

example to the rest of the world in the way it has responded to its challenges. Since it has 

taken a different approach, the word unique will fit in the first blank. Kaizen is being cited as 

an example. We can fill up the second blank with effort. The strategy adopted by the company 

is being discussed. The word bottomline will fit in here.  Only a company which goes in for 

constant improvements in its products can be ahead of the pack and so improvements will fit in 

here.  
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25. (c) is the correct answer as all three blanks can be filled here. The first blank can be fil led with 

the word Wholesome. One of its meanings refer to promotion of  physical health.  Reduction of 

obesity will definitely better one‘s health and so the usage of the word will be apt here. The 

second blank can be filled with the word nutritive. The sentence speaks of the quality of the 

food adopted by food industries which must be stopped. Hence the word nutritive must follow 

low. Special occasions are moments when one can celebrate by indulging in what is usually 

not allowed.  Hence, the word indulgences will fill in this blank.  

 

26. (b) is the correct answer as only two of the blanks can be filled up. The first blank requires the 

word experimented and the second blank requires barriers. Both the words are not given here. 

Phatic communion is being discussed and the two different kinds of faces are being discussed 

here. The faces being specified are those that communicate and so, the third blank ought to 

be faces that do not reveal any expression, in other words deadpan faces.  This passage 

speaks of the communication possible through the face.  It is a communication tool on its own. 

So, the word contradicting will fit in the last blank since what is being communicated through 

the spoken word is being betrayed by the facial gestures. The word ‗sometimes‘ reveals that 

what is being said is contradicted.  

 

27.  The error is in option (b). In option (b) the error is in the word 'a' it should be 'an' as the next 

word begins with a vowel. 

 

28.  The error is in option (a). In option (a) the word 'beside' should be replaced by the word 

'besides' which is grammatically correct.  

 

29.  The error is in option (d). In option (d) the words ' and the old politics oratory' can be replaced 

by ' politics oratory'. 

 

30.  The error is in option (b). In option (b) the words 'must leaped' is incorrect and should be 

replaced by 'must have leapt' 

 

31. The error is in option (d).In option (d) the words 'went home with them 'are incorrect and should 

be replaced by the words 'hit home to them' 

 

32.  The error is in option (b).In option (b) the word 'retort' should be replaced by 'retorts' which will 

make it grammatically correct. 

 

33.  The answer is option (a). Option (a), which continues after the previous sentence by stating 

that though the number of sites may fall, the impact will increase. 

 

34.  The answer is option (c). Option (c) is the answer as it continues by further elaborating on the 

functions mentioned in the previous sentence. 

 

35.  The answer is option (d). Option (d) is the answer as it completes the sentence by stating that 

a country rich in land and poor in water cannot produce food or fibre. 

 

36.  The answer is option (b). Option (b) is the answer as it continues by further talking about the 

explanation mentioned in the previous sentence. 

 

37.  The answer is option (a). Option (a) is the answer as it further elaborates on the boards 

mentioned in the previous sentence. 

 

38.  The answer is option (c) " padding: damage". The given analogy is disguise: recognition, here 

the relationship is that one prevents the other as here a disguise prevents recognition. Option 

(a) prevarication: statement, option (b) camouflage: infiltration, and option (d) espionage: 

diplomacy, none are the same in relationship to the above given pair of words. On the other 

hand option (c) padding: damage is the same in relationship as the above as here too padding 

prevents damage so this option is the answer. 
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39.  The answer is option (d) " bigot: biased". The given analogy is recluse : withdrawn, here the 

relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean being away from people. Option (a) 

isolationist : unreserved, are antonyms, option (b) procrastinator : unmanageable and option 

(c) pacifist : aggressive none are the same in relationship to the above given analogy whereas 

option (d) bigoted : biased, both are synonyms and are therefore the answer. 

 

40.  The answer is option (c) " musket: firearm". The given analogy is daguerreotype: photograph, 

here the relationship is that one is the older version of the other. Option (a), (b) and (d) none 

are similar to the above whereas option (c) is the same in relationship to the above and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

41.  The answer is option (a) "temperate: sober ". The given analogy is frugal: penurious, here the 

relationship is that one is the higher intensity of the other. Option (b) loathsome: malevolent, 

here the relationship is not similar to the above, option (c) ethical: unscrupulous, here again 

the relationship is not similar to the above as here both words are antonyms, option (d) 

complaint: obsequious, here again the words are not similar in relationship to the above. 

Therefore we can see that option (a) temperate: sober is similar in relationship as here too one 

is the higher intensity of the other therefore this is the answer. 

 

42.  The answer is option (a) " ornament: decorative ". The given analogy is labyrinth: torturous, 

here the relationship is that one is used to describe the other, as here a labyrinth is a maze 

and to find ones way out of it is torturous. Option (b) portrait : accurate, option (c) editorial : 

refutable and option (d) poster : startling, none are similar in relationship to the above given 

analogy whereas option (a) ornament : decorative, here the relationship is similar to the above 

as an ornament is decorative. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

43.  The answer is option (c) " whimsical: caprice". The given analogy is " furtive: stealth", here the 

relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean quietly. Option (a) loquacious : 

intelligence, option (b) pontifical : reverence, and option (d) immoral ; contrition, none of the 

above mean the same as the given pair of words whereas option ( c) whimsical : caprice both 

are synonyms and are therefore similar to the above and are therefore the answer. 

 

44.  The answer is option (d) " compliment: impressed". The given analogy is " apologise: contrite", 

here the relationship is that one is the emotion expressed when the other is verbally 

communicated, as here contrite or sorry is the emotion one feels when one apologises. Option 

(a) aggravate: contemptuous, option (b) extenuate: guilty and option (c) endorse: esteemed, 

none are the same as the above given pair of words. On the other hand option (d) compliment: 

impressed is the same in relationship as the given pair of words as impressed is the emotion 

that prompts a compliment, therefore this is the answer. 

 

45.  The answer is option (d). In option (a) the word 'that' is missing. Option (b) and (c) are both 

incorrect whereas option (d) is the right one. 

 

46.  The answer is option (a). Option (b), (c) and (d) are all not as correct as option (a), which is the 

most correct and concise and is therefore the answer.  

 

47.  The answer is option (c). Options (a), (b) and (d) none are as correct as option (c), which is the 

answer. Option (a) is wrong because of the word, ‗fewer‘. (b) does not convey the right 

meaning of the sentence nor does (d).  

 

48.  The answer is option (c). Option (a), (b) and (d) none are as correct as option (c), which is the 

answer. Options (a) and (b) can be eliminated as the pronoun is in the objective case. (c) is 

concise when compared to (d) and is therefore the answer. 

 

49.  The answer is option (d). Option (a), (b) and (c) none are as correct as option (d), which is the 

answer. The difference lies in the use of the pronoun in option (a). Option (b) is not the answer 

as it should have been ‗receiving‘ and not reception. In option (c) the meaning of the statement 

is altered. 
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50. The answer is option (a). Option (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option (a), which is the 

answer. In option (b) then is used instead of when. In option (c) the word after is unnecessary 

when scarcely is used. The structure is wrong in option (d). 

 

Exercise 10(A) 
 

1.  The answer is option (b) "deign" The given word is 'condescend' which means to do 

something that one thinks is below ones dignity ..Option (a) raise, option (c) encourage and 

option(d) lack means a scarcity of something. On the other hand option (b) deign which means 

to do something in a way that shows one thinks one is too important to do it, is closest in 

meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

2. The answer is option (c) " regard" The given word is deference' which means courteous 

respect. Option (a) gap, which means a break, option(b) harm, and option (d) confidence none 

are the same in meaning as the above given word whereas option (c)regard means to esteem 

or respect. Therefore it is the answer. 

 

3. The answer is option (c) "scowl" The given word is 'glower' which means to look or stare 

angrily. Option (a) brighten, option (b)fascinate which means to hold interest or attraction of, 

adoption(d)reduce which means to lessen, are not similar in meaning to the above given word. 

On the other hand option (c) scowl means to look at something or someone in an angry or 

annoyed way. This is closest in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

4.  The answer is option (b) " disgrace" The given word is 'opprobrium' which means severe 

criticism of a person or a country by a large group of people. This is closest in meaning to 

disgrace. Therefore, option b is the right answer. 

 

5.  The answer is option (d) " integrity" The given word is 'probity' which means integrity or 

Uprightness of character. Option (a) discovery, option (b) search and option (c) expedition 

none of the above are the same as the given word. Therefore we can see that option (d) 

integrity which means a strict ethical or moral code is the closest in meaning to the above 

given word and is therefore the answer. 

 

6.  The answer is option (a) " soften "The given word is ' mellow' which means to soften or become 

gentle. Option (b) darkness, option (c)numerous which means of many numbers and option  (d) 

grind, none are the same as the above given word whereas option (a) soften is one of the 

synonyms of mellow. Therefore it is the answer. 

7. The answer is option (c) "destructive‖ The given word is 'pernicious' which means to have a 

very harmful effect on somebody or something. Option(a) productive, option (b) conscious and 

option(d) wild, do not mean the same as the above given word. On the other hand option (c) 

destructive, which means to destroy or ruin, is the closest in meaning to the given word and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

8.  The answer is option (c) " discord" The given word is ' unison' which means agreement. Option 

(a) unanimity, means the condition of being unanimous. Option (b) guardian, which means one 

who watches over another and option (d) immobility, which means the inability to move, none 

can be an antonym o the given word. On the other hand option (c) discord which means 

dissension is the most opposite in meaning to the above given word and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

9.  The answer is option (a) ―profundity‖ The given word is 'vapidity' which means lacking interest 

or intelligence. Option (a) profundity means having depth or meaning, option (c) uncertainty 

means not sure or definite and option (d) artistry, means having artistic tendencies. Option (b) 

cannot be an opposite of vapidity. The only answer that comes close is, (a) profundity. 

 

10. The answer is option (a) " paucity The given word is 'galore' which means in abundance. 

Option (b) floor, option (c) serenity, and option (d) awkwardness cannot be the opposite of 

galore. On the other hand option (a) paucity, means smallness in number. Therefore this is the 

right answer. 
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11.  The answer is option (d) "sober" The given word is 'inebriated' which means to be in a 

drunken state. Option (a) unearthed means to bring out in the open, option (b) drunken, would 

be synonymous to the given word. Option (c) unofficial means not official. Therefore we can 

see that none can be considered as an antonym to the given word. Option (d) sober which 

means in a decent state is the most opposite in meaning and is therefore the answer. 

 

12 The answer is option (b) "facilitate" The given word is 'impede' which means to obstruct or 

retard ones progress. Option (a) succeed means to achieve something that one has been 

trying to do or get. Although this sounds closer to being an opposite 

of impede one can know that, one can succeed inspite of impediments. Option (b) facilitate, 

which means to enable would be a more appropriate answer. Option (c) insulate means to 

protect. Option (d) restrain is to stop. 

 

13.  The answer is option (a) " mature" The given word is 'inchoate ', which means in the 

early stage or initial stage. Option (b) coherent means making sense, option (c) inedible means 

not edible and option (d) orderly means having some semblance of order. Therefore we can 

see that none mean the opposite as the given word whereas option (a) mature means at the 

latter end and is most opposite to the given word and is therefore the answer. 

14.  The answer is option (a) " uncouth" The given word is 'gallant' which means dashing. 

Option (b) sticky, option (c) manly and option (d) glorious none are the opposite to the above 

given word. On the other hand option (a) uncouth is the most opposite in meaning to the given 

word and means rough and not having any manners or conduct and is therefore he answer. 

 

15.  The answer is option (b) "foetus" The given words all mean the waste substances from 

the body whereas option (b) foetus means the unborn young and so is different in meaning 

from the given words and is therefore the answer. 

 

16. The answer is option (d) " junky" The given words all mean servants whereas option (d) 

junky means one who is on drugs and so is different in meaning to the given words and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

17.  The answer sequence is option (a) 4,1,5,2,3 From the given sentences we can see that the 

topic being discussed is the formation of igneous rocks and the characteristics of these rocks. 

Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating what igneous rocks are and 

the way that they have been formed. Sentence 1 is the next sentence that follows in continuity 

by stating that the 'igneous rocks' previously discussed in the prior sentence are also 

referred to as 'primary' rocks. Sentences 5 and 2 then continue by further elaborating on the 

composition and the distinguishing factors of these rocks. Lastly sentence 3 then concludes by 

stating that theses rocks n question have no regular arrangement. Therefore we can see that 

this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

18.  The answer is option (c) 4,2,1,5,3 From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the defect of our civilisation which is our lack of what to do with our 

knowledge. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating this defect and 

elaborates on it. Sentences 2 and then 1 continue in sequence by then further elaborating on 

the opening statement. Sentences 5 and then 3 continue and then conclude by stating that 

machines were meant to be man's servants yet man is now dependent on them. Therefore we 

can see hat this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most coherent and 

narrative paragraph as compared to the other options and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

19.  The answer is option (b) 4,3,1,5,2 From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the independence of the judiciary and it being an integral part of our 

constitutional edifice. Sentence 4 is the correct opening sentence as it opens by stating that 

this judiciary is an integral part of our constitutional edifice. Sentences 3 and then 1 continue 

by stating that the 'independence' discussed in the previous sentence has a lot off actors 

dependent on it, and the consequences if the 'independence' is destroyed. Lastly sentences 5 

and then 2 continue by stating and then concluding that the fundamental rights will also be 
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robbed of all value if the independence is destroyed. Therefore we can see that this option 

when read in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

20.  The answer is option (c) 3,1,4,5,2 from the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the description of a terrorist attack and a bomb blast. Sentence 3 is the 

correct opening sentence as it begins by describing where the blast takes place. Sentence 1 

should follow 3 as It says what happened after the bomb was delivered. 4 come next because it 

gives the effect of the blast, which can be followed by 5 as this also describes the aftermath. 2 

will end this passage as it connects to the investigation procedures. 

 

21.  The answer is option (d) 2,3,4,1,5 From the given sentences we can see that the topic 

being discussed is the parrot mating ritual. Sentence 2 is the correct opening sentence as it 

begins with an appropriate setting. Sentence 3 should follow as it gives the topic in discussion. 

4 further elaborates on the courtship details of these parrots and lastly sentences 1 and 5 

continue and conclude by stating what the lady parrot‘s attitude is. Therefore we can see that 

this option when read in sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

22  The answer is option (c) " in the event of" Option (a) eventually with, is grammatically incorrect, 

option (b) in event with, here the word 'with' should be replaced by the word 'of'. Option (d)the 

event happening with, here again this is incorrect. Therefore we can see that option (c) in the 

event of is the most grammatically correct and coherent option that completes the sentence 

correctly and is therefore the answer. 

 

23.  The answer is option (c) " in favour of" Option (a) for the sake of is not totally 

grammatically correct, option (b) to be favourable to his, is incorrect and option (d) to favour is 

also incorrect. The most appropriate answer is option (c) in favour of. 

 

24.  The answer is option (b) " with a view to arriving at" Option (a) in view of, option (c) with the 

view for and option (d) viewing from the point of view of, one are as correct as option (b) which 

completes the sentence correctly and is therefore the answer. 

 

25.  The answer is option (c) "at…as" Option (a) towards… as here the word ‗towards‘ does 

not fit into the sentence. Option (b) for…..By, here both words do not fit in the context of the 

given sentence. Option (d) at….for, here the second word is not correct in the context of the 

given sentence. Therefore option (c) where both words fit correctly is 

the answer. 

 

26.  The answer is option (d) " with…on…. of" In option (a) the words ‗to‘ and with do not make the  

statement right. In option (b), ‗with‘ at the end makes it incorrect. In option (c) also, can be 

eliminated for the same reason. Therefore the correct answer is, option (d).  

 

27.  The answer is option (c) metal: fillings The given analogy is " wood: sawdust", here the 

relationship is that one is the residue of the other. Option (a) newspaper: clipping is not the 

same as the above as a clipping is the extract of the paper. Option (b) woman: children here 

the relationship is not similar to the above as here the relationship is that one is the others 

offspring. Option (d) smoke: ashes here too the relationship is not the same as the above given 

one as here ash and smoke are both by-products of fire and one is not caused by the other. 

Therefore we can see that option (c) metal: fillings, is similar in relationship to the above as 

here fillings are the residue when metal is cut. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

28.  The answer is option (d) " magnesite: iron" The given analogy is " bauxite: aluminium, here the 

relationship is that one is the ore of the other, as here bauxite is the main ore of aluminium. 

Option(a)mica: manganese, here the relationship is not similar to the above as one is an 

element and one a metal. Option (b) Saturn: mercury here the relationship is that both are 

planets. Option (c) copper: tin here the relationship is that both are metals. Therefore we can 

see that none of the above are similar in relationship to the above given analogy whereas 
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option (d) magnesite : iron here the relationship is similar to the above as magnesite is the 

principle ore of iron, therefore this option is the answer.  

 

29.  The answer is option (b) " yardstick: footrule" The given analogy is " bench: stool" here the 

relationship is that one is the larger version of the other as here a bench is a large version of a 

stool. Option (a) cup: saucer, is not similar to the above as here a cup and saucer are both 

crockery. Option (c) table: cupboard, here again the relationship is not similar to that of the 

above as both are pieces of furniture. On the other hand option (b) yardstick: footrule is similar 

in relationship, as here again one is the larger version of the other. Therefore this is the 

answer. 

 

30. The answer is option (a) "insight: profundity" The given analogy is " skill: virtuosity" here the 

relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean fluency. Option (b) momentum: lethargy, 

here the relationship is not the same as the above as both words are antonyms and one means 

a body in motion and the other laziness. Option (c) mendacity: sincerity, here the relationship 

is again not similar to that of the above as again both are antonyms as mendacity means 

untruthful and sincerity means honesty. Option(d) brightness : gloom, again the words are 

antonyms, therefore we can see that none of the above are similar in relationship to the above 

whereas in option(a) insight : profundity, both words are synonyms as both mean depth of 

wisdom and so this option is the answer. 

 

31.  The answer is option (c) " carton: eggs" The given analogy is " faggot : sticks" here the 

relationship is that one is a collection of the other as here a bundle of sticks is called a faggot. 

Option( a) armoury: flowers, is not the same as the above .Option (b) posse : arrows, here 

again the relationship is not similar as posse is a search party and so the words are unrelated 

in relationship. Option ( d)packet : pencils, here again the relationship is not similar to the 

above. Therefore we can see that option(c) carton : eggs , is similar to the above as a carton is 

a collection of eggs and so this is the answer. 

 

32.  The answer is option (b) " door: creak" The given analogy is " coin: jingle" here the 

relationship is that one is the noise made by the other. Option (a) silver : board, here the 

relationship is not similar to the above as here both words are unrelated. Option (c) voice : lisp, 

here again the relationship is not similar to the above as a lisp is a speech defect. Option (d) 

money : bank, is again not similar in relationship as here a bank is a place where money is 

kept for safekeeping. Therefore we can see that none of the above are similar to the given pair 

of words whereas option (b) door : creak is the most similar in relationship to the given analogy 

as a creak is the sound made by a door when it is opened, therefore this is the answer. 

33.  The answer is option (c) " consort: husband" The given analogy is " dowager: widow, here the 

relationship is that both are synonyms. Option (a) friend: pal, here the relationship is not 

similar, option (b) boss: superior is again not similar and lastly option (d) king: prince, here 

again the relationship is not similar to the above. Therefore we can see that option (c) consort: 

husband, here the relationship is that both are synonyms and therefore is the answer. 

 

34.  The answer is option (b) " car: shed" The given analogy is "ship: dock ", here the 

relationship is that one is the place where the other is kept, as here a ship is kept in a dock. 

Option (a) plane: hangar, is similar to the above as here a hangar is where a plane is kept. 

Option (c) bus: terminus, here the relationship is again similar to the above and option (d) 

cash: vault, here again the relationship is similar to the above given ones as cash is kept in a 

vault. On the other hand option (b)car: shed is different from the others in relationship as a car 

is kept in a garage and not in a shed.  

 

35.  The answer is option (c) " linguist: language" The given analogy is " devotee: religion" the 

relationship is that one is that one is belonging to the other, as here a devotee is one who has 

the beliefs of a particular religion. Option (a) alumnus: college, option (b) patriot : nation and 

option (d)employee : company in all these cases, as we can see, one belongs to the other and 

therefore, the relationship is similar to the one that is given above. But, in the option (c) where 

linguist is one who is skilled in foreign languages. Hence, (c) is the right answer. 
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36.  The answer is option (b) " vulture: vulpine" The given analogy is "dog: canine" here the 

relationship is that one is the species that the other belongs to, as here canine is the species 

that a dog belongs to. Option (a) man: human, option (c) cat: feline and option (d) cow: bovine, 

all are similar in relationship. On the other hand option (b) vulture:vulpine, here the relationship 

is not similar to the above as vulpine means resembling a fox and is therefore different from the 

above analogies and is therefore the answer. 

 

37.  The answer is option (c) " birth: delivery" The given analogy is " murder: genocide" here the 

relationship is that one is a step further from what the other is, as here murder is killing of 

someone and genocide is the killing of an entire group of people. Option (a) battle: war, option 

(b) dismissal: retrenchment, and option (d) departure: exodus, all are similar to the above. On 

the other hand option (c) birth: delivery is not the same as the above given analogies as here 

the relationship is that of synonyms and so this is the answer. 

 

38.  The answer is option (d) " cow: dairy" The given analogy is " bird: aviary", here the relationship 

is that one is the place where the other is found as here birds are found in an aviary. Option (a) 

lion: cave, option (b) bee: apiary, and option (c) pig: sty, all follow the same analogy. On the 

other hand, we can see that option (d) cow: dairy is not similar to the relationship, given above.  

 

39.  The answer is option (c) " sound: music" The given analogy is " pursuit: capture", here the 

relationship is that one is the end result of the other as capture is the end result of pursuit. 

Option (a) study: degree, option (b) training: skill and option (d) work: wages all are similar in 

relationship to the above whereas option (c) sound: music is not the same as the above and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

40.  The answer is option (a) " player: bat" The given analogy is " blacksmith: hammer", here the 

relationship is that one is the tool that the other uses in his profession, as a blacksmith uses a 

hammer. Option (b) carpenter: saw, option (c) potter: wheel and option (d) stenographer: type 

writer, all are the same as the above whereas option (a) player: bat is not similar to the above 

and is therefore the answer. 

 

41.  The answer is option (b) " pneumatic" The given phrase is " functioning by means of air". 

Option (a) aerobic, means exercise to improve the body's oxygen intake. Option (c) inflationary 

means distended with air. Option (d) vulcanising means treating with sulphur at high 

temperature to increase strength. Therefore we can see that none oft he above mean the same 

as the given phrase where as option (d) pneumatic which means ‗of air‘ or‗ operating by air‘ is 

the closest in meaning to the given phrase and is the answer. 

 

42.  The answer is option (d) " transient" The given phrase is " lasting for a very short time". Option 

(a) nascent, means the act of being born. Option (b) temporary, means only for a short period. 

Option (c) embryonic, means a thing in a rudimentary stage. Option (d) transient, which means 

remaining only a brief time is closest in meaning to the above phrase. The choice between (b) 

and (c) can be made based on the usage of the adverb, ‗very‘. 

 

43.  The answer is option (b) " peccadillo" The given phrase is " an insignificant fault that can be 

forgiven". Option (a) mishap is an accident. Option(c) negligible means not very important or 

noticeable and option (d) lapse is to fall from a level or standard. Therefore we can see that 

none of the above mean the same as the given phrase whereas option (b) peccadillo which 

means a small sin or fault is the closest in meaning to the above phrase and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

44.  The answer is option (c) "eavesdropping" The given phrase is " secretly listening to other's 

conversation". Option (a) overhearing, which means to hear someone speaking without the 

speaker knowing or his intent. Option (b)-pigeonholing, means a small compartment in a desk 

for holding papers. Option (d) spying, means observing someone's activities secretly. 

Therefore we can see that none of the above are similar in meaning to the given phrase 

whereas option(c) eavesdropping which means to listen secretly to the private conversations of 

others is the closest in meaning to the above given phrase and is therefore the answer. 
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45.  The answer is option (c) " somniloquist" The given phrase is " one who talks habitually in 

ones sleep". Option (a) somnambulist is one who walks in ones sleep. Option (b) insomniac is 

one who has lost all sleep and option (d) blabbered is one whoever talks. Therefore we can 

see that none of the above mean the same as the given phrase whereas option (c) 

somniloquist, which means a person who talks in ones sleep is the closest in meaning to the 

given phrase and is therefore the answer. 

 

46.  The answer is option (b) " misogynist". From the given sentence we can see that there is 

surprise expressed at his writing a book on women…"though…". Option (a) leftist, means the 

ideology of the political left. Option (c) humorist, is one who is funny and option (d) critic is one 

who forms opinion and executes judgement about matters. Therefore we can see that option 

(b) misogynist which means a person who hates women is the most correct option and is 

therefore the answer. 

 

47.  The answer is option (c) " mammoth". From the given sentence we can see that the number of 

persons in the congress procession was 20 lakh. Option ( a) long, option (b) winding can both 

be ruled out, as both do not describe number. Option (d) big is not as correct as option (c) 

mammoth, which means of enormous numbers and is the most correct and coherent fit and is 

the answer. 

 

48.  The answer is option (b) " octogenarian". From the given sentence we can see that option (a) 

very aged man, is not correct grammatically in the context of the sentence. Option (c) 

outstanding person and option (d) officious, which means offering, unwanted services. None fit 

correctly into the context of the given sentence whereas option (b) octogenarian is a person 

between 80 and 90 years and is the most suitable answer. 

 

49.  The answer is option (d)" poultice" From the given sentence we can see that the word 

"poultice" is the answer. 

 

50.  The answer is option (d) " prophylactic". From the given sentence we can see that the word 

"prophylactic" is the most answer as it means to prevent against and is therefore the most 

appropriate fit and the answer. 

 

51.  The answer is option (c) "moreover". Options (a), (b) and (d) none are as correct as option (c) 

moreover, which is the most correct option and is therefore the answer. 

 

52.  The answer is option (a) "demand". Option (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as (d) demand, 

which is the most appropriate answer. 

53.  The answer is option (a) "precious". Option (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option (a) 

precious, which means valuable and is the most correct and fitting answer. 

 

54.  The answer is option (a) "letters". Option (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option (a) 

letters, which is the most apt answer. 

 

55.  The answer is option (a) seldom. Option (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option (a) 

seldom which means rarely and that is the answer. 

 

56.  The answer is option (b) " satisfaction". Option (a), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option 

(b), is only this word will fit in. 

 

57.  The answer is option (a) " retail". Option (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option (a) retail, 

which blends with the word, ‗face value‘ is the most apt answer. 

 

58.  The answer is option (e) "civilisation". Option (a), (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option 

(e). 

 

59.  The answer is option (a) pastime. From the given options (b), (c) and (d) and (e) none are as 

correct as option (a) which is the answer.] 
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60.  The answer is option (a) asset. Option (b), (c), (d) and (e) none are as apt as option (a) asset 

which fits most correctly and coherently into the context of the given sentence and is therefore 

the answer. 

 

Exercise 10(B) 
 

1.   The answer is option (b) ABCD From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the fact that the range of knowledge jobs and range of knowledge employment 

was small. Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that a short 

generation ago the knowledge jobs were small. Sentences B and then C continue by stating 

that certain degrees were necessary to apply for certain government jobs. Lastly sentence D 

then concludes by stating that choices were limited as far as knowledge jobs were concerned. 

Therefore we can see that this option when read in its respective sequence forms the most 

narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

2.  The answer is option (c) DBCA From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the German army and the mistake from which it never recovered. Sentence D is 

the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that this army never recovered. Sentences 

and then C continue by further stating that the army end from one ill-conceived improvisation to 

he next and never formulated another strategic concept. Lastly sentence A then concludes by 

stating that this was inevitable. Therefore we can see that this option when read forms the most 

narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

  

3.  The answer is option (d) ACBD One glance at the sentences is enough to say that A should 

begin since it is the beginning of a narration. C and not B should follow it since B holds a bit of 

ambiguity as to what was being conducted. Then B followed by D would most logically 

conclude the passage. 

 

4.  The answer is option (d) DBCAA begins with the phrase, ‗in sharp contrast to‘. This lead to the 

question, with who is Lee contrasted? The sentences which follow use the pronoun‗ he‘. This 

will also point out the fact that D should begin the sequence. After this the rest in the sequence 

is easy to put in order as they more or less follow a style of narration. That will bring us to the 

answer being, DBCA. 

 

5.  The answer is option (d) CBAD From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the company and the causes of its meetings. Sentences C, which is the correct 

opening sentence, Sentences B and A and lastly sentences D all follow in a narrative 

paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

6.  The answer is option (b) ABCD From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the barring from the defence departments all the obsolete and unproductive work. 

Sentence A is the correct opening sentence as it begins by stating that President Johnson 

ordered that all obsolete and unproductive work should be removed from the defence 

department. Sentences B and C continue by stating that this was a god first step and was 

badly that had to be fulfilled if it were to be a success. Sentence D then concludes by stating 

what the assumption based on this discovery should be. Therefore we can see that this option 

when in its respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

7.  The answer is option (a) CBAD From the given sentences we can see that the topic being 

discussed is the nutritive properties found in milk. Sentence C is the correct opening sentence 

as it begins by stating that Tibetan monks consumed milk and continue in sequence by stating 

further the good properties found in milk and lastly sentence D hen concludes by stating that 

nowadays results are conflicting. Therefore we can see that this option when read in its 

respective sequence forms the most narrative paragraph and is therefore the answer. 

 

8.  The answer is option (b) ABCD From the given sentences we can see that the sequence 

of sentences is correct and is therefore the answer. 
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9.  The answer is option (a) ADCB One glance at the sentences tells us that A should begin the 

sequence. Between options (a) and (b), the clue lies in the connector, ‗therefore‘ in C. the  

reason is given in D. therefore, D should precede C. If placed in that order (ADCB), it will make 

a meaningful passage. 

 

10.  The answer is option (c) DBCA For this question, if the link between D and B is spotted it will 

lead to the answer. C explains why computers may not be the cause and A could serve as an 

example. The only option that gives the right links is option (c). 

 

11.  The answer is option (d) CBAD There is an apparent link between C and B and also between A 

and D. D begins with ‗and‘. Therefore it cannot come before A. thus options (b) and (c) are 

ruled out. Between (a) and (d), D comes before C, because D talks of ‗such a monopoly‘ that is 

mentioned in C and B. further the header talks of ‗third decision.‘ Therefore at the beginning of 

the next sentence is logical. Hence the right answer is(d) CBAD. 

 

12.  The answer is option (d) BDAC. The link between the footer and C can be spotted easily. If this 

is done, only options (b) and (d) will be left. A cannot begin as it starts with ‗thus‘. Only B 

explains why. Therefore, the right answer is (d) BDAC. 

 

13.  The answer is option (b) BACD .For this question a link can be made with the header as well 

as with the footer. B should begin because it explains what Schlieffen plan is. The link with the 

footer is D. Note that the footer is talks of ‗speed‘ and not of strength. Straight away, option (b) 

can be marked as the answer since A & C also follow a logical sequence. 

 

14.  The right answer is (c) BACD. If the link between A and C is spotted, the answer can 

be reached soon. The footer can also be linked with D, since D talks of something negative 

and 6 begins with ‗nor‘. Thus the right sequence is BACD, which is answer option (c). 

 

15.  The answer is option (a) ADCB.B should follow C as C states that the historians are 

committed and B talks of this commitment. The link between A and D can also be spotted and 

A ill precede D. thus the correct sequence will be, ADCB. 

 

16.  The answer is option (a).The first sentence talks of analysts and the only option, which 

continues to talk of the subject, is(a). Therefore the right answer is option (a). 

 

17.  The answer is (a)The answer can be reached by elimination. Option (b) can only follow the 

third sentence and not the first since it begins with ‗but it equally needs.‘ Option(c) talks of the 

operating managers who are not in anyway related to the first sentence. 

18.  The answer is option (a)The first line is positive whereas the line after the blank is negative 

therefore the most appropriate option is (a) as it begins with ‗but‘ thereby indicating a transition 

in the line of thought 

 

19.  The answer is (a)The first line talks of the good things in Indian educational system. The only 

option that lists the good things in Indian educational system is option(a). 

 

20.  The answer is option (a). From the given sentence we can see that option (b) which states that 

the publications turned out by the director were often criticized… is not correct as the given 

sentence does not mention anywhere that he was a writer. Option (c) is again not correct as it 

does not in the context of the given sentence and option (d)again the word 'publications' is not 

mentioned anywhere in the given sentence. Therefore we can see that option (a) his tenure 

proved that there was superiority of brains over technical writing completes the sentence most 

correctly and in continuity by further describing the tenure of the director and is therefore the 

answer. 

 

21.  The answer is option (a) From the given sentences we can see that option (a) is the most 

answer as it further goes on t describe the switch made by Roosevelt, which was mentioned in 

the previous sentence. 
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22.  The answer is option (d)From the given set of sentences we can see that option (d) is an 

example to show that the opinion that nuclear fusion power is free of radioactivity is a 

misconception. Therefore it is the answer.  

 

23.  The answer is option (d) " humility: peacock" The given analogy is " celerity: snail", here the 

relationship is that one is the characteristic most opposite to what the other is, as here celerity 

means speed or haste and a snail is known to be slow. Option(a) indolence: sloth, option (b) 

obstinacy: mule, and option (c) cunning: weasel all are not the same as the above as all are 

characteristics possessed by the animals in question. Therefore we can see that option(d) 

humility: peacock is the same in relationship as the given analogy as a peacock is known to be 

proud and here humility means being humble or not proud. Therefore this is the answer. 

 

24.  The answer is option (a) " quibbles: objections" The given analogy is " minutiae: details", here 

the relationship is that one is the small version of the other as here minutiae is small details. 

Option (b),queries: answers, are antonyms, as here queries mean questions and answers 

mean the explanations of those questions. Option (c) approximations: calculations, here too 

the relationship is not similar to that of the above as here approximation is an inexact result for 

a purpose and calculations are careful estimations based on probabilities. Option (d) data: 

hypothesis, here again the relationship is not similar to the above as here data is factual 

information and hypothesis is estimation of data or information. Therefore we can see that 

none of the above are similar in relationship to the above whereas option(a) quibbles: 

objections here the relationship is similar to the above as quibbles are minor objections, 

therefore this is the answer. 

 

25.  The answer is option (b) " blasphemy: irreverence" The given analogy is " castigation: 

disapproval" here the relationship is that both are synonyms as both mean to criticise severely. 

Option (a) grief: indignation, here the relationship is dissimilar to the above as here grief is 

deep sadness and indignation is anger. Option (c) innocence: patience, here too the 

relationship is not similar to the above as innocence means pure or simple and patience means 

tolerance, therefore we can see that this is not similar to the above. Option (d) hostility: 

intention, here the relationship is again not similar as hostility means deep dislike and intention 

means purpose. Therefore we can see that option (b) blasphemy: irreverence are similar in 

meaning to the above given analogy as both mean lacking respect. Therefore this is the 

answer.  

 

26.  The answer is option (b) " inventor: ingenuity" The given analogy is "diplomat: tact", here the 

relationship is that one is the quality that the other has, as here tact is a quality that a diplomat 

has. Option (a) politician: flamboyance, option (c) accountant: flexibility and option (d) 

merchant: 

catalogue, none are the same in relationship as the given analogy as none are the 

characteristics or quality possessed by the other. On the other hand option (b) inventor: 

ingenuity, here the relationship is similar to the above as ingenuity is a quality possessed by 

an inventor, therefore this is the answer. 

 

27. The answer is option (d) "dynamo: generate" The given analogy is " emollient: soothe", here 

the relationship is that one is the effect or the purpose of the other as here an emollient is 

meant to soothe. Option (a) hurricane: track, option (b) negative: expose and option (c) 

elevation: track, none are the same as the above. On the other hand option (d) dynamo: 

generate, is the same in relationship as the above and is the answer. 

 

28.  The answer is option (c) " witch: coven". The given analogy is " retainer: retinue" here the 

relationship is that one is a part or collection of the other as a retinue is a collection of 

retainers. 

Option (a) director : corporation, option (b) servant: mansion and option (d) miser : hoard none 

re the same as the above given analogy whereas option (c)witch : coven is similar to the above 

as a coven is a collection or assembly of witches and is therefore the answer. 
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29. The answer is option (a) " intemperate: moderation" The given analogy is " dispassionate: 

partisanship "are antonyms as dispassionate means devoid of emotion and partisanship 

means a militant or fervent supporter. Option ( b) disconsolate : sorrow, is no the same as the 

above given words as both are synonyms as both mean grief. Option (c) ardent: involvement, 

here again the relationship is not similar to the above and option (d) enthusiastic : zealousness 

all are not similar to the above as all are synonyms. On he other hand option (a) intemperate: 

moderation is similar to the above as here both are antonyms as intemperate means excessive 

and moderation means within a limit. 

 

30.  The answer is option (d) " crude : refinement" The given analogy is " feral : domestication", 

here 

the relationship is that both are antonyms as feral means in the wild stage and domesticated 

means in the tamed stage. Option (a) arable : cultivation, option(b) pliable : moulding and 

option (c) frugal :economy, none are the same as the above given analogy whereas option (d) 

crude : refined are again antonyms and is therefore the answer. 

 

31. The answer is option (c) " incredulous: convince" The given analogy is " insouciant: disturb", 

here the relationship is that insouciant means unconcern and disturbs means to be bothered. 

Option (a) laconic : interpret, option (b) distraught : ruffle and option(d) egregious : obtrude, 

none are similar to the above whereas option (c) incredulous : convince is the most similar in 

relationship and is therefore the answer. 

 

32.  The error is in option (c).The word has should be replaced with have. 

 

33.  The error is in option (c)In option (c) the word 'and ' is not necessary. 

 

34.  The error is in option (c)In option (c) the word prevent should be replaced by the word prevents 

as the subject here is the delicacy of his ideas (singular) and not the ideas themselves. 

 

35.  The error is in option (b)In option (b) the word 'who' should be replaced by the word 'whom'. 

 

36.  The error is in option (d)In option (d) the word 'of' should be replaced with‗ off‘.  

 

37.  The error is in option (b) In option (b) the word 'one ' is missing after the word each which 

would make the sentence complete. 

 

38. (d) is the answer as all the blanks can be filled up.  The passage speaks of why a person is 

promoting the cause of black Americans.  Hence, the word advocacy will fit in here. The 

second sentence speaks of something which had already taken place. Hence only an 

assessment of what happened in the past is possible now.  The third sentence speaks of 

Whites who are liberal and so we can say that they work for the upliftment of blacks.  Since 

finance is being discussed here, the word evaluation will fit in here.  

 

39. (d) is the answer as all the blanks can be filled up. The word cultivated will fit in the first blank. 

In this context something is being artifically done. Cultivated means developed or nurtured and 

hence it can be selected. Bland means something insipid.  The word coldness has been used 

in the first sentence and so detatchment will fit in here. Ruthless will fit in the final blank since 

we are speaking of a man who is accumulating things so that  he can strike. The last blank can 

be filled in with devastating because the first half of the sentence speaks of thoughts and 

emotions taking on a formidable shape. So, when it strikes, it will have a terrible impact.   

 

40. (c) is the correct answer as three words fit in. The first one must be left blank since we do not 

have the appropriate word for it. The second blank can be fitted with spouted which refers to 

something being spoken about.  Du Bois had solutions which differed from his peers. So, he is 

ahead of his time and so the word contemporaries will fit in here. The last sentence speaks of 

stormy conflicts due to his nature and so the word combative will fit in here.  
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41.  (c) will be the answer as three words fit in. Only improvement in work will ensure better 

earnings and so the word efficient will fit in the first blank.  We are discussing breaks for drinks 

and so tea breaks should be paired with coffee breaks. The sentence speak of the pressures 

of the assembly line. These breaks would therefore provide them an outlet. The last blank 

should be filled with want or prefer as it speaks of the kind of life they would like. Since the 

words are not specified here, we can leave it blank.  

 

42. (c) is the answer as three blanks can be filled up.  The first blank must be filled with the word 

decisions as the latter half speaks of lack of time to make them. Decisions can be made. The 

second sentence uses embarrassing for scarcity and so we can fit in embarrassing before 

richnesses here.  The third blank requires the word executive since we are discussing an 

executive. The word is not specified. So, it is left blank. The last blank refers to time and it can 

be filled with the word quantum which means share or portion.  

 

43.  (c) is the answer and three blanks fit in the passage.  The word preoccupation will fit in here 

as the passage speaks of  activities which take up an executive‘s time. No word will fit in the 

second blank. The third blank must be filled with gravitate as it speaks of us moving towards 

something. Generic refers to something which is general in nature. The last sentence speaks 

of our way of  considering them as something unique and hence it will fit in there.  

 

44.  The answer is option (a). Option (a) is the most correct and concise sentence and is therefore 

the answer. Option (b) the uses of the words are excessive and we are to pick the most 

concise option. Option (c) and option (d) none are as concise and correct as option (a) which is 

the most correct and concise and is therefore the answer. 

 

45.  The answer is option (d). From the given sentences we can see that option (d) is the most 

correct and concise and is therefore the answer. 

 

46.  The answer is option (a). Options (b), (c) and (d) do not agree with the subject, which is 

singular. Therefore the answer is option (a). 

 

47.  The answer is option (b). The superlative of unkind is unkindest. Therefore options (a), (d) and 

(c) can be ruled out. 

 

48.  The answer is option (a) Options (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct and concise as option (a) 

which is the answer. 

 

49.  The answer is option (b) Option (a), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option (b), which is the 

answer. 

 

50. The answer is option (a) Options (b), (c) and (d) none are as correct as option (a), which is the 

answer. 


